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Four-lane roads
could helpwith
rural development

Kansas is blessed with a good highway system these days.

It’s the work of many people, but a couple of governors deserve
special credit: Mike Hayden, who gave us the first comprehensive
transportation plan, though it may have cost him his job, and Bill
Graves, who kicked off the second, current plan.

Hayden inherited a rapidly declining highway system in the
1980s, and set about saving it. The result was an eight-year plan
which put Kansas back on top of the transportation world.

He also brought a professional focus to the new Department of
Transportation. No longer run by a politically appointed commis-
sion, the department was free to focus on facts.

And that has brought Kansas a very good road system. Spend-
ing decisions are based on traffic flows and road condition, and
our highways are in as good a shape as they’ve ever been.

Try driving in any adjacent state if you don’t believe this. Visi-
tors, from other states, and from around the world, praise Kansas
highways.

There is a tradeoff in this focus on engineering, however. It
means that the highway system, outside the major metro areas at
least, is pretty much frozen as is.

Money goes to maintenance first, and upgrading primary
routes second. There is precious little left over to expand the
system or promote the economy of any Kansas town. Competi-
tion was fierce for the $100 million a year or so in “enhancement”
projects.

This means the status quo reigns. And many towns are on the
outside, looking in.

Kansas blessed a relatively small slice of the state when it chose
the routes for the Interstate system back in the 1950s. Did anyone
then appreciate how much the new freeways would concentrate
traffic?

In the years since, roadside businesses and industry both have
flocked to the Interstate corridors. The areas along other, once-
busy east-west routes have withered. Few new motels and restau-
rants, and even fewer plants, have been built.

The Bill Bennett era of the 1970s produced a grand plan for a
Kansas freeway system serving all parts of the state, especially the
hard-to-drive-to regions of the southeast and northeast.

Some of these roads were actually begun. Isolated segments
existon U.S. 75, U.S. 69, U.S. 169 and even U.S. 36, marked by
expensive concrete pavement, four-lane rights-of-way and soar-
ing bridges that carry county roads over nothing much.

With the Bennett freeway plan died the idea of building roads to
draw business to poor parts of the state. We traded that for good,
basic, solid two-lanes.

In most areas, that’s what we need.

There are opportunities, though, and there are prospects for
economic development. U.S. 81 is an example; it’s four lanes to
the Nebraska border today because of political influence, not
traffic. It was built to draw business, and improve safety, pushed
by powerful interests along the road.

And that may not be a bad idea. There’s evidence that if you
build it, they will come.

The rest of the state is watching the U.S. 81 experiment, be-
cause there are a lot of places which could use better roads,
especially southeast Kansas, where Independence, Parsons and
Pittsburg struggle with two-lane access while southwest Missouri
has a freeway to Kansas City.

The northern tier of counties along U.S. 36 falls into this cat-
egory, too, underserved and underdeveloped.

The state could change that. — Steve Haynes
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Good memories go home with her

six-year-old granddaughter, Taylor.

Shehad beenwithusfor thelastthree
weeks and her parentswere “itching” to
get their hands on her again.

When we pulled into the driveway at
their homein Texas, her mother couldn’t
wait to grab Taylor up, and hug and kiss
her profusely.

Whileall that smoochingwasgoingon,
Taylor looked at me over her mom'’s
shoulder and said, “| knew she'd belike
this.”

Taylor’s independence is a double-
edged sword for her parents. They have
raised her tobeso, butthenwhen sheis, it
hurts them when she gets along so well
without them.

They needn’tworry. Taylor knowsex-
actlywhereher foundationis. It’ sinthem.
She loves her cousins, her aunts and
uncles, Nonni (her other grandmother),
Pa-Paand G’ ma, but her parents are her
family.

Onenight during her bath, | askedwhat
shethought of her friend Peyton’ sbroth-
ers. She thought they were okay. So |
asked her if she ever wanted abrother or
Sister.

Thoughtfully, she answered, “I
wouldn’t mind ababy sister, but | don’t
want to sharemy parents.”

Taylor isthekind of littlekid | would
likeevenif sheweren’t my granddaugh-
ter. Her father and mother (my daughter,
Kara) arefairly strict. And except for a
propensity to interrupt while others are
talking, Taylorisvery well-behaved. She
talkseasily withadultsand makesfriends
instantly with other kids. During her stay,
| observed that Taylor is definitely the
leader of thepack. Morethanoncel heard
hertell playmates, “ Okay, thiswhat we' re

I t was a happy homecoming for my
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gonnado.”

Anexampleof herindependence, tem-
pered by her parents’ influence, involves
her lifejacket. Taylor admits she doesn’'t
know how to swim, but shelovesthewa-
ter. Going to the pool is one of her most
favorite things. We were headed to the
pool oneday, and | wasreminding her of
therule.“Youcan't gointhewater with-
out your jacket, okay?’

“I know, G'ma.”

“Now, promisemeTaylor,” | went on.
“Y ouwon'tgointothewater without your
lifejacket.”

“Grandma,” sheexhaled with attitude,
“1 won't make abad decision.”

Wéll, okay then. | guesstherewasnoth-
ing moreto say.

| realized how busy we had kept her
when, thismorning, inher ownhome, she
said, “ Guesswhat, G'ma. | don’t haveto
goa-an-n-y-y-placetoday. | canjust stay
homeand play.”

It' strue we kept her on our life' sfast-
paced treadmill andthrew inafew extras
for her benefit. Sheattended threediffer-
ent vacation Bible schools, took piano
lessons from Miss Sonya, and for the
grandfinale, went to awedding Saturday
evening.

Theweddingwasawonderful celebra-
tion with many details planned for their
guests’ enjoyment, especially the chil-

dren. Thethemewasafairy-talewedding
with castles, aprince and aprincess. Not
only were there Cinderellagummy can-
dies and cheese hearts for snacks, there
wasareal, kid-sized castleand atablefull
of color crayons and princess-themed
coloring books.

When we first walked into the hall
where the party was being held, Taylor
looked at the table loaded with kid-
friendly items. She tugged on my sleeve
andwhispered, “ G’ ma, | think we' rego-
ingtodo crafts.”

Shehad aball. | let her take some pic-
tures and she did an excellent job. That
earned her alot of prestigewith the other
kids, because sheal so figured out how to
play thepicturesback onthedigital cam-
era. Thefoodwasevenkid-friendly. What
child (or grown-up for that matter)
wouldn’t like spaghetti for a meal? She
cleaned her plate and was still eager for
thecake.

Sheespecially likedthetoastsmadeby
the best man and the maid of honor. Ev-
eryoneinthehall received achampagne
glass of non-alcoholic sparkling apple
juice. “I drank seven juices,” she an-
nounced.

Then she and a new friend, named
Dallas, discovered the art of stacking
champagneglasses. It sagood thing the
“glasses” weremade of plastic because
they came tumbling down, several
times.

After doing” The Chicken Dance” and
“TheHokey Pokey,” theevening finally
cameto an end and we headed for home.
Skippingtothecar Taylor said,“ That was
the BEST party | ever went to, in my
wholelife.”

It wasagreat party, but the best expe-
riencesareyet to come.

Privacy act s a double edged sword

womanfromour churchwashos

A pitalized last month and most of
us just found out. HIPAA, the

Health Insurance Portability and Ac-
countability Act of 1996, strikes again.
Theact, whichisdesigned to protect our
privacy, isdoingitsjob, but it hasacost.
| understand the need for privacy, but
thelegal and medical professionsalready
areobligated to practice confidentiality.

No one would argue the necessity of
guarding aperson’ sprivateinformation,
but it doesseem abit ridiculouswhenwe
can walk down the halls of the hospital
and seewhoisapatient, but wecan’t call
and ask.

Thisisnotalocal situation—itisana
tionwide epidemic.

What isinterestingiswhenreadingthe
summary of this act on the HIPAA
websiteproduced by thegovernment, the
act is described as a protection of a

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

patient’ s information on “electronic
healthtransactions’.* Inother words, lim-
ited accessto claims, diagnosis, etc.

How could something designedto pro-
tect medical information and insure the
privacy to protect an individual’s medi-
cal coveragehavegonesowrong?Before
longwewill berequiredtotakeataxi and
wear amask whenwegofor medical treat-
ment.

One of the beauties of small town life
andthereason peopletry tofind“ commu-

nities” within acity isthe need for inter-
action with their neighbor. Thisact, asit
isnow practiced, chipsaway at our right
to compassion.

Theideato protect our medical infor-
mationinorder to prevent employersand
insurancecompaniesfromusingittodeny
uscoverageor trestmentisadmirableand
necessary. Big business does not alway's
have the same desire for compassion as
our neighbors.

But when our paranoia overrides our
common sense, we all lose out. What
started as a guide has become amonster
and oneaffecting usall.

| amreminded of Mark Twain’ squote,
“Reportsof my death aregreatly exagger-
ated.

“How would | know?’

*http://www.cms.hhs.gov/hipaa/
hipaa2/general/background/
h3103sum.asp
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