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Power struggle
getting out of control
In state capital

Things are out of control in Topeka.
The courts clearly are running things, not the Legislature or the

governor.
Maybe it’s time to reassess.

Sure, the courts are supposed to interpret the laws.

They can strike down a law they claim is unconstitutional.

That’s their role in our three-part democracy.

But the Kansas Supreme Court has gone way beyond that.

The court ruled Friday that the Legislature is required to put up
all the money specified in a 2001 consultants’ report to pay for a
“suitable” education for all Kansas children.

In effect, the court says it and the consultants will decide how
much the state spends on education, not the Legislature.

To us, that’s a direct affront to the authority of the Legislature to
appropriate money and the governor to run the state.

In a supposedly balanced three-branch government, one

branch has seized power.

But you have to view the decision as part of a decades-long
struggle over the school budget. Mid-sized schools, led by Salina
and Dodge City, claimed they were not getting a big enough

share of the state budget.

These schools lost their battle in the Legislature, so they sued
the state. To date, they’ve spent more than $2 million in state
money on the case. (And that alone is an affront to our democ-

racy.)

Taxpayers in the last two elections have put more and more
conservatives in the Legislature, and these members have
blocked nearly every chance for a tax increase. That, they claim, is

what voters want.

The voters’ will is of little consequence to the judges, however.
They’re appointed from lists gathered by committees, with the
final choice made by the governor. Theoretically, they stand for
re-election, but no one can run against them and there is little
debate and less understanding of what they do.

School officials, naturally, want more money. They’re willing to
spend our money to sue us to get it.

Is that how you want the state to run?

Maybe it is time to rein in the courts.

One way to do that would be to return them to the political
arena, where judges would once again run for office. Where those
with differing views could run against them in November cam-

paigns.

Where the will of the people would count.

Another, less drastic, suggestion would be to give the Senate
the power to approve judicial appointments.

Either might make courts consider the balance of power and
back off the stance that they alone know what is good for Kansas.

The present situation is crazy.

— Steve Haynes
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The funeral was the perfect send-off

ave you noticed how some
preachers“do” great weddings
and others* do” great funerals?
Thepreacher whodidthefuneral for my
sister-in-law, Liz, must have been a“fu-
neral man.” Of coursg, it helped that he
knew her as a member of his congrega-
tion. Hetold storiesthat madeyoulaugh,
then he would switch to a poignant
memory that made you cry. And, he had
theknack for observing common, every-
day thingsand making aspiritual connec-
tion between them and hismessage.
Another sister-in-law wroteand deliv-
eredaeul ogy that wasabsol utely perfect.
The weather was perfect. Friends and
neighborsbrought food, just likethey do
here. The family was all together. The
children, Pam and Tim, who Liz was so
proud of, were therefor their dad. It was
afitting farewell.
—ob—
Lifehasbeenawhirlwind sinceour re-
turn, duein part to acertain little 6-year-
oldnamed Taylor. Sheisnon-stopenergy,
and because of it, I’ ve had to pick up the
pace. My lifeispretty busy, butit’ sadif-
ferent kind of busy.
“G’'mal Comelook at theseants!” takes
onthe samekind of urgency asthe dead-
linefor astory.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

| love the way children make friends.
Taylor met Peyton at vacation Bible
school her first week here.

Sunday afternoon, | calledtoseeif Tay-
lor could play at Peyton’s house whilel
went to the prison for chapel services. In
that hour and ahalf, thegirlsbecamebest
friends. Long story short, after their
playtime, Peytoncamehomewithus. The
girlsplayed at the park, in the playhouse
and on the swing, fed the calves, had a
wiener roast, then had asleep-over at our
house. | haveto waketheminafew min-
utes so they can go to the one-day vaca
tion Bible school in our little town.

They are talking about exchanging
phone numbers and e-mail addresses so
they can keep in touch when Taylor re-
turns to Texas. She even suggested that
Peyton could comeseeherin Texassome
time.

Grown-upscouldtakeafew |essonson
friendship from children:. Play fair, ac-
cept each other asyou are, and give your
friendthebig half.

—ob—

It'strue. TheKelley “auctiongene” has
been transferred to another generation.

| took Taylor to her first auction Satur-
day. | spotted some antique (OK, they
were just old) suitcases that | thought
wouldbecutestackedinthecorner of our
new television room to hold games,
puzzlesand toysfor the grandkids.

Taylor only needed one lesson on bid-
ding and shewas off and running.

“Now, G'ma?’ shewouldask, waiting
toseeif | wantedto go higher.

| think | can safely say wecorneredthe
market on old suitcases.

“Pa-Pa, we bought eight suitcases!”
Taylor announced as soon as she hit the
door.

Wewon't say anything about thetoil et
| bought. Itwashbrand new (still inthebox)
andwedidn’t needit, butfor $2, | couldn’t
passit up.

Bargain hunters, unite! Follow Taylor
and metothenext auction. Onequick les-
sonandyou, too, canbebidding proslike
us.

Graduations, sports occupy time

| spentalot of timeinMay withmy fam-
ily. | had ajoyoustime on tripsto watch
grandchildren in track, soccer and base-
ball tournamentsand graduations.

In Kansas City | attended atrack meet
with seven teams where granddaughter,
Devin ran several events. She likes the
mileand especially thetwomile.

Sheisafreshman and thisis her first
year participating in track, competing
against otherswho have had years of ex-
perience. However, sheranwell, placing
4thinthetwomile.

The next morning | went with my
daughter Fondaand her two sons, Hunter
and Andrew to Indianapalis, Ind.

The boys are good travelers and we
heard only afew “arewethereyet” ques-
tionsfromAndrew, 4. My vanhasaDVD
screen, so that hel ps create ahappy trip.

How did we ever travel with children
prior tothat?

Oh, yes, now | remember, wewatched
foritemsthat started with eachletter of the
alphabet, starting with“A” and you had
to stay in order of the alphabet.

Thentherewasthelicenseplate game.

| think it wastofind astatelicensethat
wehad not seen prior onthetrip. Most of
our tripsback thenwerenot solong .

WhileinIndianapolis, wedrovearound
thefamousracetrack complex just to say
we had been there.

Peoplewererunning themini marathon
(13 miles) that day. They runfromdown-
town, around the track and back down-
town.

The complex we found, from the
Internet, ison 320 acres. There areresi-
dentsacrossthestreet. | wonderedif those
peopleattendtheracesor justlistentothe
noise.

Memories

Sonya
Montgomery

Wewerein Indianapolisto attend the
hooding ceremony and luncheon for
granddaughter Jessica who received a
masters degree in science, medical and
molecular genetics from University of
Indiana-Purdue University.

Jessicawill beginwork June11withthe
Medical GeneticsDepartment at I ndiana
University. Shewill beagenetic counse-
lor and will work with children and can-
cer patientsof all age.

Afteraday of visitingwedroveback to
Kansas City, where Fonda' s husband
Tom surprised her withagrand pianofor
MothersDay.

The next morning, | went to Wichita
where granddaughter Lauren, also a
freshmaninhighschool, playedgoaliefor
CampusHigh School varsity soccer team.

I always think | might as well go
through Wichita on the way home, then
when it’stime to head home |l find I'm
nearly asfar away asl wasinKansasCity.

| also watched a double header ball
game where grandson Matthew played
first base. He was ranked quite high in
batting for hisleague, it changed from
week to week, but one week he was
ranked 8th.

He hopesto continue playing baseball
incollege.

| washomefor afew daysand then off
to Fort Hays State University where
daughter-in-law Staci received amasters
degree from the college of arts and sci-
enceswithamajor in English.

The next weekend, it was back to
Wichita, for Matthew’ sgraduation from
CampusHigh School. In aclass of more
than 200, thereweresix studentswho had
a 4.0 grade point average and ten who
worered cordsfor grade point average of
3.75-3.99. Matthew was one of 13 who
woreagray cord for grade point average
of 3.5-3.74. Hea so received the Woody
Herman Jazz Award and was voted Mr.
Personality by hisclass.

Also attending Matthew’ s graduation
from out of town were his uncle Dr.
Michael Peil, Brimfield, I1l., Aunt Fonde
and Uncle Tom and children, Devin,
Hunter, Patricia and Andrew, Kansas
City.

| have visited with othersin the ares
who were headed to graduations.

L et the newspaper know when you at-
tend those events, so we can write about
your attendanceto those special events.

What ajoy to see the younger genera-
tiondoingwell. It seemssomeof thenews
mediawould rather talk about thewrong
doingsof people.

By theway, don’ttell my bossthat | was
goneso much, shemay not havenoticed.

Memoria Day weekendhasbeenatime
of reflection of those who have died and
yetwelook forwardtothefuture, whichl
believewill bein good hands.

Again, a big thank you to those who
have served and are serving inthe armec
forces so we all can remainin a country
with so much promise of thefuture.



