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American bUsINesses
need to speak out
0N useless requlation

American businesses face yet another assault on their ability to
communicate, one that could eliminate most uses of the fax

machine.

The deadline is less than a month away, July 1. Many have not
heard of the pending regulation, though a quiet struggle has
been going on in Washington for nearly three years.

The Federal Communication Commission is set to require
signed permission forms for any business faxes which could be
considered advertising, and the definition of advertising is broad.

That means that if a customer asks your business for a price
quote, you won’t be able to reply unless you have a form on file.
You can’t fax the form to the customer. It has to be mailed or

hand carried.

Forms have to list the specific fax number, though customers
may have several, must be signed and are valid for only three

years.

For a typical business with 200-300 customers, that means
checking a computer database to see if you have permission to
fax the rates. If you don’t, a sales person (maybe the owner) will
have to run one out. If the customer is a long way off, surface mail

could take days.

It also means the typical small business will have to hire some-
one to build and run the database. The cost, including a com-
puter program and labor, is estimated at $8,000 per year. Fines

start at $500 per fax.

For most businesses, that means a third to half the time of one
productive employee will be lost to this bureaucratic nightmare.

A coalition of business groups, including the National Newspa

per Association, has been fighting this rule since it was handed
down a couple of years ago under Chairman Michael Powell,
better known for his decency campaign after the Janet Jackson

incident.

Mr. Powell is gone now, and the commission has new mem-
bers. It so far has not backed off its stand on this rule, however,
because the “privacy” lobby is powerful in Washington.

Unsolicited “junk” faxes are illegal now. They have been illegal
for years, but fly-by-night operators keep cranking them out
because they work. This rule won’t stop them.

It won’t produce any benefit to business or society, but it will
punish thousands of legitimate businesses across the country.

“We’re from the government; we’re here to help you.”

Our Rep. Jerry Moran has supported efforts to repeal this rule, as
have Kansas senators. The bill passed both the House and Senate
last year, but in different forms. It had to start over this year, and
it’s stalled behind judicial appointments in the Senate.

The commission has a request to stay the regulation, as it has
the last two years, until Congress can act. It’s holding off, waiting

on the Senate.

The truth is, it’s too late for the Senate to move. Too late for

businesses to build a database.
What can we do?

Call, fax (yes, that’s still OK) or e-mail your senators. Call, fax or
e-mail the commission. Explain that businesses can’t afford this
kind of protection for a non-existent problem.

But do it now. Time is short.

— Steve Haynes

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.
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Clutter might be part ofthe problem

he other day | was browsing

through children’s books and

came across one, which sparked
old memories of my children.

| thought to myself what a great book
toaddto my collection.

Upon opening it | found the answer to
somechildren’ sinability tofocus.

Focusto meand to the EncartaDictio-
nary means" concentrated effort or atten-
tiononaparticular thing.”*

Thisbook wasso*busy” | couldn’tland
on one thing; my eyes automatically
sprang from oneitem to another with no
logical sequence.

Andthen| thought back toaclassroom
| wasin years ago in another state. The
walls were so cluttered with “educa-
tional” objectsit even confused theadult
mind.

Along the same lines, | was watching
anold movielast weekend.

Astheplotthickened—sorry | couldn’t
resist the phrase— sodid themusic.

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

What isnow filled with special effects
of lightsand cameraanglesand mechani-
cal creatures was back then devoted to
actingand music.

The music heightened; the grave look
onthefacesof theactorsdeepenedandthe
story lineunfol ded.

My husband came home a coupl e of
yearsago totally disgusted.

Hismission had beentolocate acan of
Drano. When hereached the shelf it con-
tained not onetypebut 15 varietiesof the
sink unstopper.

New improved, mint, cinnamon, yesof

course I’'m being a bit facetious but the
truthiswearebombarded with choicesin
today’ sworld.

Weareover stimulatedwith* stuff” and
soareour children.

I’mevenannoyed about newsstations.

One of the major news stations runs &
line at the bottom of the screen, aspecial
newsitem at theside, and they talk.

Am | the only one who has difficulty
keeping the storiesstraight?

I’mnotminimizingor trivializing prob-
lems such as Attention Deficit Disorder
andother similar maladiesand | amaware
they aretrue medical conditions.

But for the ordinary person, | am say-
ing we are not creating an environment
conducive to staying on track, child or
adult.

Perhapsour“ clutter” ismerely areflec-
tion of thefrenetic paceof our ownlives.

*http://encarta.msn.com/dictionary_/
focus.html

Do all cars go to heaven too?

herewasamovie“All DogsGoto
Heaven.” Okay, I'll buy that but
what about cars?

Every man probably hasacar hewishes
he could have kept for eternity. But this
isahouse of women sothehubby hashad
tomakesureour girlsappreciatethefiner
things of life— awell-tuned engine, for
example.

Thisspringwegot somesad newsabout
two of our favorite rides. The Baretta,
which took the older girlsto college and
Triciathrough her last two yearsof high
school metitsdemiseinarollover. Since
thedriver wasn’t hurt, weareabletokeep
all our good memoriesof that littlewhite
car.

Still, every timel seeawhite Baretta, |
look closely expecting to see one of my
kidsat thewheel.

Kate has had her dream car, a black
Firebird, shegotin Wichita. The dedler,
near McConnell Air Force Base, said he
kept theFirebirdsand Camarosfor thejet
pilots (and collegegirlslikeKate).

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

Then shemovedto lllinoisand theicy
weather caused her to get a safer
(grandma) car. Shedidn’t likethe trade-
in the dealer gave her on the Firebird so
we decided to sell it outright. Which we
did, fairly quickly, for the price we
wanted.

Morethantwoyearslater Kate contin-
ues to suffer from an extreme case of
seller’ sremorse.

“Everything started going downhill
when | sold theFirebird,” shelaments.

Thecar wenttoKirwinsowesaw it of -
ten. Whenever Katesaw it shewoul d sob,
“My Baby.” Thenshewoulddeviseways

tosomehow, someday to get thecar back.

A few weeks ago we were eating sup-
per in Kirwin and sat near the guy whc
bought the Firebird.

Hetoldusasadtale.

OnNew Y ear’ sEvehewent to pick up
hispaycheck and when he cameback out
(only amatter of minutes) there was an
electrical firewhichruinedthewiring, the
air bag and theinstrument panel.

He wanted to fix the car but the insur-
ancesaid noway.

“Wow,” wesaid, “Katewill cry when
shehearsthis.”

“That’sOK,” themanassuredus.“ Tell
her to go ahead and cry, | did, for about
week.”

ThenheboughtaCamaro. Hiswifejust
rolled her eyes. Not a car person | sur-
mised.

Katewassad but it hel ped to know that
the car was well-loved to the end of its
days. Ascloseathing to heaven asthere
isforacar | imagine.

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Tax Increases not as harsh as editorial made them out to be

TotheEditor:

Whilel might disagreewithyouonthe
content of your May 24 editorial, |
strongly object to your statement that
“Taxesarelittlemorethanalegalizedway
of stealing.” Thenyou go ahead and say
that “stealing” is OK for schools, roads
and colleges.

Theconsumer priceindexinthelast 40
yearshasincreased 203.1 percent.

Y our statement about the K ansas bud-
get isfactually correct, yet you don't at-
tributeit to anything other than spending
for other than “vital public causes.”

Y ou fail to state that the state of Kan-

sasassumed the costs of thejudicial sys-
tem, the social welfare system and the
primary education finance system from
thecounties(thussavingall 105 counties
lotsof property tax funds).

Y our paintbrush wasatad bit broad in
thiseditorial. Thelast 40yearshavebeen

goodfor Kansasand not asonerousintax
increasesasyour editorial suggests.
ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/special.requests/
cpi/cpiai.txt
Bill Muir
Manhattar
former Norton resident

Cemetery crew did a great job

TotheEditor:

Just hadto say... My husband and | at-
tended the Memorial Day servicesat the
cemetery. And| really want tocommend
thecemetery crew, especially SteveCole.

I know heworksvery hard and takessuch

pride in making it look the way it does
every Memorial Day!

Sincerely,

EveWoyatt, Norton



