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Washlngton comes to Norton
Senator’s aides

Tour
stops
at bank

Congressman
talks to people
about issues

By VERONICA MONIER

U.S. Representative Jerry
M orantouched onsomeimportant
issues Thursday afternoon when
he stopped at the Gallery of Also
RansinNortonas part of hisTown
Hall Meetingstour.

Rep. Moransaid Nortonwashis
26th stop on the 69 county tour.

“I"mtrying to go to places that
deal with travel and tourism,” he
said. “Kansashasalot tobeproud
of and sometimes people need to
be reminded of that.”

He said hetriesto focus on ag-
riculture, health care and issues
relatingtosmall businessesincon-
gress.

Thecost of health care, hesaid,
isNo. 1.

“All of usfacethecost of health
care,” hesaid.

Oneaspect of health careisvet-
erans’ benefits.

Rep. Moran said congress re-
jected the president’sbudget pro-
posal whereveterans' health care
was aconcern. He said the presi-
dent wanted only ahalf percentin-
crease in the budget and also
wanted to have alarge annual fee
and co-payments.

He said the House approved an
11 percent increasein the budget.
He said congress was trying to
keep up, but because of increased
demands, it was hard.

“1 know 11 percent may sound
likealot,” he said. “But, itisn’t
muchwhen comparedtoeachvet-
eran. The problem is more veter-
ans are going to VA services be-
cause of rising costsin prescrip-
tions. We' restrugglingtokeep up
with the prescription costs.”

He said his goal wasto get all
veteransacard sothey couldgoto
whatever hospital they wanted.
But, hesaid, thatisalongway off.

Rep. Moran also talked about
No Child Left Behind.

He said the mandate had very
little support in Kansas. Hevoted
against it and now findsit ironic
that heisin Washington trying to
find money to pay for abill he
didn’t want.

Hesaid hethinksthelast things
students need isto be taken out of
the classroom to betested on how
much they know.

“It' saflawedtheory,” hesaid.“|
think that every student can im-
prove, but 99 percent, which is
what the bill demands, can’t per-
format acertain level.”

Schools are now teaching stu-
dentsto passthetests, rather than
teaching them what they need to
know, because no school wantsto
be branded afailure.

Another problemisthat hefeels
it'sgoingtoruintheteaching pro-
fession.

“They are going to start saying
it's not worth it,” he said. “We
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Congressman Jerry Moran spoke with Jay Shelton and Joel Hrabe on Thursday be-

fore a question and answer session held in the “Also Ran” gallery on the mezzanine

level at First State Bank.
Plotts

can't afford to lose good teachers
becauseof overtestingandstifling
regulations.

“Thething that’s getting lost is
peopletend to forget what agreat
school system Kansas has.”

He said congress is looking at
ways to make the mandate more
flexible, including giving states
the option of not participating.

Mr. Moran also talked about:

* Energy. He said a bill, which
hasbeen passedinthe Housefive
timesbut alwaysstallsinthe Sen-
ate, isdesignedtoreduceimported
and nonrenewableenergy. Hesaid
itwould movethecountry toward
aternativefuels, likeethanol, soy
diesel and wind.

Rep. Moransaid hethinksitwill
pass in the Senate this time be-

cause of rising gasprices.

* Social Security reform.Nowis
the time to sit down and fix the
problem, hesaid, butit hasbecome
apolitical issue. Hehasexpressed
skepticismonthepresident’sidea
for privateaccounts. Hesaiditwill
cost between $1-2trilliontotran-
sition into personal accounts.
That’smoney that will just be go-
ing into the national deficit. Also,
if those with personal accounts
make a bad investment, they’
want the government to fix it.

“This needs to be a bipartisan
decision,” he said. “Personal ac-
counts might have some placein
the reform, but it needs to be ex-
plained to people.”

He said it will only apply to
people under 55 and who volun-
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teertodoit.And, hesaid, if it hap-
pens, it would probably dosoasa
pilot plan.

He didn’t see anything major
happening in the near future.

* Amnesty andimmigration. He
said hethinksthey need reform.

“1 don’t want people hereille-
galy,” hesaid. “l don't think it's
right to reward people for being
hereillegally, while punishing
thosewhoaretryingtogothrough
thelegal system.”

* Central American Free Trade
Agreement. He has concerns
about the agreement, but hasn’t
taken a position. He said trade
matters, but thereismoretoitthan
tariffs. And thereare many things
the agreement doesn’t cover.

North Dividers hear tips for good eating

North Dividers Family and
Community Education Unit met
with Rose Mathes. Seven mem-
bersansweredroll call.

The lesson was “Color Me
Healthy”, given by Donna Rob-
erts. Enjoying fruits and veg-
etablesisimportant, shesaid. The
morecolor, themoreanti oxidants.
Eating different colors of fruits
andvegetabl essatisfiestastesand
textures while increasing protec-
tion against diseases.

Donna Roberts received the

hostess gift.

The unit is planning atrip out-
of-towninJune. Thelast week of
July will befair week andtheclub
will be sponsoring abooth.

Thedistrict recognitionmeeting
was held May 2 in Atwood with
seven North Dividersattending.

Judy Davistalked about of the
history of tea. Standard for mak-
inganddrinkingareblack, oolong
and greentea

Tea has many health benefits,
she said. It helps the blood, isa
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tonic and good for the heart.
Norton County received an
award for 100 percent in family
community education service.
TheJolly Mothersclubwasrecog-
nized for 55 years as a unit.
CeDorisMcMullenreceived a65-
year membership certificate.

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

U.S. Senator SamBrownback’s
Chief of Staff Robert Wasinger
and Legidative Aide Riley Scott
stopped in Norton Wednesday at
thecity officestohear what wason
people’ smindsandtell themwhat
ishappening in Washington.

Mr. Wasinger said that Sen.
Brownback supported the com-
promisethat ended thesenatefili-
buster because the filibuster was
holding up other important pieces
of legislation. However, he said,
the compromise will only hold
until President Bush’s first Su-
preme Court nominee.

The senator is against the cur-
rent transportation bill, Mr
Wasinger said, because it is too
big.Ifitgetssdimmeddownalittle,
he can back it. Right now it will
just increase the deficit.

The legislature hopes to in-
creaseethanol production toabout
eight billion gallons by 2112, he
said. Thiswill helpreduceAmeri-
cas dependence on oil. Wind en-
ergy isalsoacomponent of thehill.

City Administrator Rob L awson
asked about the Community De-
velopment Block Grant money.

Mr.Wasinger thesenator thinks
the program should remain but
that it needs changing.

“This needs to be reorganized
andrefigured,” Mr.Wasinger said.
“Kansasis49thinmoney. Thefor-
mulais set up to favor big, urban
areas.”

City Councilwoman Elaine
Mann noted that she hoped the
senator would stay on top of the
issue asit is an important one to
small towns like Norton, which
haveto put in expensivefacilities
like sewer and water plants.

“We're caught in areally tight
spotout hereintherural area,” she
said.

Mr. Wasinger said that after the
president won, he rolled out his
social security plan. He said that
whiletheproblemsof social secu-
rity need to be addressed, it prob-
ably won't bewith thisCongress.

The ground work hasn’t been
done on theissue, he said. There

a visit at city office
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Robert Wasinger

hasbeenno conversationwiththe
country.

Mr. Scott talked about thefarm
bill, which will beup for renewal
in2007.

The new secretary of agricul-
ture, Mike Johanns, should be
goodforthefarmers, hesaid, since
heisfrom Nebraska.

Sen. Brownback is on agricul-
tureappropriations, Mr. Scott said,
and that’swhere the power is be-
cause it doesn’t matter what leg-
islation is passed if thereis nc
money to gowithit.

Thesenator isalsoastrong pro-
ponent of thenew Homestead Act,
hesaid.

Any county which has lost 1C
percent of its population over the
last 20 yearswould beeligiblefor
tax creditsand venture capital.

Mr. Scott said about 50 percent
of Kansascountieswould qualify.

Thisworked in the 70s to helpp
the cities as people fled to subur-
bia, hesaid,

The men asked for help since
many things get introduced into
thelegisatureat thelast minute.

“If you see something intro-
duced call usif it would be detri-
mental to Kansas,” Mr. Wasinger
said. “Youcanhelpus.”

Theparticipants, including Mr.
Lawson, Mrs. Mann, councilman
Jim Williams, City Clerk Darla
Ellis, Chamber of Commerce
Manager KarlaReed and Carolyn
Applegate, thanked the men for
coming to Nortonto visit.

PHYSICIAN SCHEDULE

June and July 2005

To make an appointment to see a physican or utilize hospital services,

please call your Family Physician or call the Norton County Hospital at 877-3351
General Practice » General Surgery « OB « Emergency Coverage

Daily — (785) 877-3305
Roy W. Hartley, M.D. «Glenda M. Maurer, M.D.

Ruben D. Silan, M.D. =Jeffery W. McKinley, D.O.
eKay Garman, ARNP/CNM

HAYS ORTHOPEDICS
June 7 and July 5
Gregory A. Woods, M.D.
KEARNEY CARDIOLOGY
June 9 and July 14
Ahmed Kutty, M.D.
June 14 and July 12
Daniel McGowan, M.D.
EARS, NOSE
AND THROAT
July 8
James Black, D.O.
ONCOLOGY
June 23 and
July 28
George K. Bascom, M.D.

OPTHALMOLOGY
June 28
Thomas L. McDonald, M.D.
July 26
John C. Pokorny, M.D.
For Appointment
1-800-658-4644
UROLOGY
June 20 and July 18
Darrell D. Werth, M.D.
Carl T. Newman, M.D.
Wallace M. Curry, M.D.
HAYS CARDIOLOGY
June 27 and
July 25
Mohammed Janif, M.D.

KEARNEY
ORTHOPEDICS
June 22 and July 27
David A. Wiebe, M.D.
June 1 and July 6
Chris Wilkinson, M.D.
For Appointment
1-800-458-4504
NEUROSURGERY:
June 17 and July 15
E. Adeleke Badejo, M.D.
PODIATRY
June 21 and July 26
James E. Reeves, DPM
June 10 and July 8
Gregory Burns, DPM

Note: All Visiting Specialist Clinics, Unless Emergency,
Need to be Scheduled Prior to Day of Visit




