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Norton athletes earn three medals at state meet

By DICK BOYD

Four Norton Community High
School athletes, juniors Lance
Roe, Chelle Donovan and Karlie
Jones and freshman Jared Cox,
competedin Class3A inthe State
Track and Field Meet on Friday
and Saturday inWichitaandthree
of them earned medals.

Roeplacedfifthinthepolevault
with 13 feet, Donovanfinishedin
sixthinthepolevault with 9, Cox
placed sixth in the 300-meter in-
termediate hurdlesin 41.44 sec-
onds and Jones was 15th in the
800-meter runin 2:47.43.

“All track fansinNortonshould
be very proud of the four young-
sters who competed at the state
meet this past weekend,” said
Norton head track coach Bruce
Graber.

“When you take four athletes
and three of them bring home a
medal, you had agreat weekend.
Thestatemeetissotoughbecause
of thecompetitionyoufaceaswell
as the environment and the long
wait for events like Karlie faced.
She did not compete until 6:15
Saturday evening. It really works
onyou mentally aswell asphysi-
caly.

“The great thing about these
four youngstersisthey all havethe
opportunity to compete at the
show again next year. And, | feel
very confident they will havemore
company withthem aswell.

“Toall four of theseyoungsters,
| say congratulationsonajobwell
done.

“1I"'m very proud of these ath-
letesaswell asall theyoungsters
who competed for us this spring.
Each and every one of them im-
proved by leaps and bounds and
should be anxious to get to work
in preparing for next year's ex-
ploits.”

Roequalified for the state meet
by winning the pole vault in the
regional meetthepreviousweekin
Minneapoliswith apersonal best
vault of 13-6. Hejust missed quali-

great opportunity to move up the
ladder along way.”

ThiswasDonovan'sthird state
meet competitioninthepolevaullt.
Her freshmanyear, sheplaced sec-
ondintheregiona meet but didnot
placeat state. L ast season, shewon
the regional competition and
placed fifth in the state meet.

Thisseason, sheal soplaced sec-
ond in the regional meet with a
vault of 9feet.

“Thismakestwo yearsinarow
for Chelle to bring home some
jewelry from the state meet and
that isimpressive to an old guy
who never even had the chanceto
competeatthatlevel,” said Coach
Graber.

“Shevaulted well inavery tal-
entedfield.

“It isamazing to seethe height
improvementinthewomen’spole
vault.”

Cox qualifiedfor state by plac-
ing third in regionals with a per-
sonal record of 41.4.

He placed fourth in his heat of
the300-meter hurdlesonFriday in
42.05. InSaturday’ sfinals, hetied
his personal best with 41.44 and
wasjust 1/4 second out of third.

“What away for afreshman to
start his career,” said Coach
Graber.

“Heranasuper raceinthefinals
with great rhythm and technique.

“Hehad agreat week of prepa-
rationandit paid off withanexcel-
lent performance.”

Jonesqudlifiedforthestatemeet
by placingfourthinthe800-meter
run in the regional meet with a
personal best of 2:30.9.

“Things just didn’t come to-
gether for Karlie on Saturday but
she definitely belonged in that
race,” said Coach Graber.

“Shehadearnedthat rightinthe
last three weeks with her efforts
since the Russell meet which re-
sulted in dropping 16 seconds
fromher previousbest thisseason.

“What she did on the track in
those three weeks far overshad-

fyingforthestatemeet last season  ows her performance at the state
when he placed fifth in the pole meet.”
vault in the regional meet.
“Lance vaulted very well and
had confidencegoingintothestate
meet as he had made 14 feet on
Tuesday in practice,” said Coach
Graber.
“If he can stay healthy for the
entire season next year, he has a

Norton junior Chelle Donovan vaults over the bar to  year to qualify for the pole vault eventin the state meet.

place sixth in the pole vault with a height of 9 feet in — Telegram photo by Dick Boyd
the State Track Meetin Wichita. It was her third straight
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