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THEROSTSWITH THE MOST

By VERONICA MONIER

Thecoming of April brought thebeginning
of Ray and LetaKoel’ sninth season ascamp
hostsfor the Prairie Dog State Park.

Asthepark’ scamphosts, oneof theKoel’s
mai n dutiesiskeeping thecampersapprai sed
of weather conditionsand, intheevent of high
winds or atornado, direct them to shelter in
the bath house.

They alsogivedirectionsand answer ques-
tions, clean the park area and near-by bath
house, and carefor thelawn, flowersandtrees
inthe campground area.

Someof theflowersthat they plantedinbar-
relsaround the areawere donated by Norton
Flowers, Gifts and Greenhouse, which the
Koelsreally appreciate. The barrels were
painted thisyear by aninmate crew from the
Norton Correctional Facility.

Another bigduty isto assist campersinany
way they can. They have Kansas maps and
travel and event guides on hand for visitors,
aswell asrecentissuesof theReservoir News.

Occasionally, theK oel scanbeseengiving
a camper alift in their golf cart to another
campsiteor tothepark officetousethephone.
They work closely with the park rangers as
well asother park personnel.

Another oneof their major dutiesistokeep
alog of whoisout at the campsite and where
they arelocated. L etasaidthey dothisincase
of an emergency and the office needsto con-
tact someonewho wasaat their campsite. She
said it's happened a couple of times since
they’ ve been the camp hosts.

Letasaid inthe past people have been able
to buy park permitsfromthem. But, shesaid,
they aretrying not todothat anymorebecause
thepark hascomputerized thepermit system.

Shesaidwhentheofficeisclosed, if people
really need them, they can get them from her
and Ray. But, when the officeisopen, camp-
ersneed to get permitsthere.

The Koels are still selling ice to keep the
campersandtheir beveragescool, andif some-

one wants to take atour of theinside of the ~ Ray and Letawould like to remind every-
AdobeHouse, Ray will behappy totakethem. oneto put out their firesbeforeleaving. With
Also, campers who would like to know thehighwinds, fire can spread very easily.
about boat and camper storagecantalktothe  With spaciouscamper pads, colorful flow-
Koelstoget detailsonwherethey candothat.  ers, beautiful scenery and nicebathrooms, the

PrairieDog State Park isagood placeto spend
the summer.

Ray and Leta, and their dog Jasmine, will
resideat campsitenumber eight until Oct. 15.

Camp hosts Ray and Leta Koel and their dog Jasmine will be at their campsite near the Keith Sebelius Reservoir

for the next five months to welcome campers and lake-goers alike.
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