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Bleeding-heart writers in Topeka like to cast it as a good-versus-
evil sort of thing.

You might, too.
The miserly Legislature has refused to raise taxes, they say, and

state services will suffer.
As far as it goes, that’s true.
The Legislature, controlled by conservatives appalled by the

growth of state government, has said “enough.”
It’s refused to raise taxes, forcing us to take stock and decide

what’s important.
The facts are appalling.
In the last 40 years, the state budget has grown from $527,000

million to $11.8 billion. Even when you take inflation into ac-
count, the growth is more than quadruple.

That’s a lot of government, a lot more than many Kansans want
or need.

And by forcing us to evaluate state spending and set some
priorities, the Legislature is doing us a real favor.

Taxes are high enough. Some would say they’re still too high,
despite cuts in the Bill Graves era. But they are unlikely to go up,
not in this Legislature.

And that is not a bad thing.
Taxes are little more than a legalized way of stealing. They’re

not charity and they’re not voluntary. It’s important that they be
spent only for vital public causes.

When a state’s spending quadruples in four decades, someone
should be asking where the money went. State programs have
multiplied. They live forever, feeding on the built-in lobby cre-
ated by those who benefit from the program — the employees
and the clients.

The only way to stop this is to limit tax growth, and the Legisla-
ture sees that.

At this point, no one is talking about cutting state spending,
mind you. Just limiting growth. That alone is difficult as heck.

But in electing this Legislature, that’s clearly what the people of
Kansas asked for. Priorities.

Schools remain No. 1.
Roads and colleges are close behind.
Welfare has ever-increasing demands, but must be limited.
Cities and counties won’t get any more “revenue sharing” from

the state.
And the rest of the government will have to settle for the

crumbs.
And none of that is all bad, at least not if you’re a taxpayer.

 — Steve Haynes

To the Editor,
I just read the letter of Nancy Meyers

in Friday’s edition.
Yes, I totally agree. Weeds and

sandburrs are horrible. I discovered a very
large varmint hole at my parents’ grave
site and also tire ruts where city trailers
have been parked on my parents’
gravesite.

 How disrespectful is this!
I took my complaint to a city official and

was assured the problem would be taken

care of right away.
Guess what, nothing happened! I took

care of filling in the hole myself.
If it is to be our responsibility to totally

take care of our loved one’s final resting
place, just say so. I think we as individu-
als are dependable.

End results — we do it anyway, so why
pay a city employee.

Evelyn Paden
Norton

Are we there yet? How many more
minutes till we get there? G’ma,
what’s a horizon? Are we there

yet? Is Pa-Pa going to be awake when we
get there? How long do I get to stay? Are
we there yet? I remember my Spanish,
wanta hear? Can we eat at McDonald’s?
Are we there yet?”

You get the idea. That was part of the
nonstop chatter driving back from Dallas
with my 6-year-old granddaughter Tay-
lor. She’s a good little traveler, though,
and doesn’t complain, except for the time
it takes to get to our house.

In years past, her mother and I would
meet halfway and spend the night at a
motel with a pool. We would make “the
trade” and each return home. That would
split the trip up and not make such a big
day either way.

This year, I drove all the way to Texas
to be with Kara during her surgery (every-
thing went fine) and brought “Tay” home
with me for three weeks. She’s just in time

for Vacation Bible School, an antique
engine show or two, wiener roasts with
her cousin Alex, work with me, a few pi-
ano lessons and whatever else we can find
to do. I know the time always goes too fast.

I warned her parents that in a few years
when I retire, I’d like her to come for the
summer. Thought I better give them a
little while to get used to the idea. Both of
my girls and lots of my nephews spent
entire summers at the farm. I think it was
good for them.

—ob—
Last week, I took cut flowers into the

office almost every day. That’s the only
way I was going to get to enjoy them. I’m
afraid everything will be gone by Memo-
rial Day.

Speaking of which, this is my 40th
alumni year. Rose (Pachner) Riffle has
taken on the lion’s share of the organiz-
ing of our class get-together, but I get to
help decorate our class window on Main
Street. Perfect timing, because when I was
cleaning out that closet last week, I found
lots of pictures and newspaper clippings.
My, how young we looked. We thought
we knew it all, though.

—ob—
My friend Sonia sent me a graduation

picture of her youngest daughter, Amy. I
remember visiting in the hospital the day
she was born. Sonia said Amy doesn’t
know yet what kind of a career she wants.
I gave her the same advice my mom al-
ways gave new graduates: “Your first
year of college is more about figuring out
what you don’t want to do.”

Back
Home
Nancy

Hagman

So what kind of housekeeper are
you?  My dad used to say, “Some
people have a house to live in and

some people have a house to keep.”
He was comparing my sister and I.
He meant it as a compliment to me that

my house was the one that was lived in.
And, I always took it as such. I am not
compulsive, but I do like things to be tidy.

It is difficult to keep a real neat house
with kids.

The best system I ever used was put the
things they left laying around away and
then give them a certain allowance —
maybe a dollar at that time, and charge
them a dime for each item they decided
they had to have back.

They started picking up real quick. Also
it helped me know which stuff was impor-
tant (the things they would pay for) and
which stuff was not. We could get rid of
it.

My sister-in-law decided a few years
ago that she would hire someone to clean
her house. After awhile her son, who was
in his early teens at the time, told her if she
decided she could not afford the extra help
he would get a job to pay for it because she
was so much easier to live with when the
house was clean.

My sister, who has a house to keep,
mostly keeps her house herself.

We did find out a little secret when Kate
graduated from high school. Rachel
bought her an iron. I thought that was a
great gift. Kate liked it, too. But Rachel’s
daughter was really distressed about it.
She seemed to think her mom had com-
mitted a major gaffe.

Finally, she explained, “Why would
anyone need an iron, I mean, we like pay
someone to do our ironing.”

She followed Kate to the same school
a couple of years later. We always told
Kate if she ran out of money she could
always do her cousin’s ironing.

One nice thing about our house is we
have a front room. It is almost always neat
and clean.

Of course, most of time everyone ends
up in the back of the house, but if you only
get inside the front door you would think
I was a great housekeeper.

The bad thing about the front room is it
is really wasted space. We use it two or
three times a year.

I wish we had used it more. Why are we
so busy? Remember when we used to go
visiting on Sundays? I have resolved that
after we move we are going to have people
over more — just to visit.

Don’t come by now though. Both

houses are a mess. Or maybe I should en-
courage everyone to come over.

Last summer we were looking for a re-
frigerator for Elizabeth. We went to look
at one at a moving sale. We decided it
would not work but before we left, the
woman looked over the pile of things to
sell and gave Elizabeth a tabletop lazy
Susan.

“Everyone who comes to my house has
to take something, if you won’t pay for it,
I’ll give it away,” she explained.

She was a hoot. And, it was a nice wel-
come for Elizabeth.

I’m packing and understand where she
was coming from. A moving sale is a pos-
sibility but it would be much more fun it
would be if everyone just came over for
something free.

Maybe you need a goldfish bowl, or
curtain rods, or better yet, a good old-fash-
ioned visit.

WRITE:
The Norton Telegram encourages Let-

ters to the Editor on any topic of public in-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
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