Not raising taxes
Sthe only way

to limit growtn

Bleeding-heart writers in Topeka like to cast it as a good-versus-

evil sort of thing.
You might, too.

The miserly Legislature has refused to raise taxes, they say, and

state services will suffer.
As far as it goes, that’s true.

The Legislature, controlled by conservatives appalled by the
growth of state government, has said “enough.”
It’s refused to raise taxes, forcing us to take stock and decide

what’s important.
The facts are appalling.

In the last 40 years, the state budget has grown from $527,000
million to $11.8 billion. Even when you take inflation into ac-
count, the growth is more than quadruple.

That’s a lot of government, a lot more than many Kansans want

or need.

And by forcing us to evaluate state spending and set some
priorities, the Legislature is doing us a real favor.

Taxes are high enough. Some would say they’re still too high,
despite cuts in the Bill Graves era. But they are unlikely to go up,

not in this Legislature.
And that is not a bad thing.

Taxes are little more than a legalized way of stealing. They’re
not charity and they’re not voluntary. It’s important that they be

spent only for vital public causes.

When a state’s spending quadruples in four decades, someone
should be asking where the money went. State programs have
multiplied. They live forever, feeding on the built-in lobby cre-
ated by those who benefit from the program — the employees

and the clients.

The only way to stop this is to limit tax growth, and the Legisla-

ture sees that.

At this point, no one is talking about cutting state spending,
mind you. Just limiting growth. That alone is difficult as heck.
Butin electing this Legislature, that’s clearly what the people of

Kansas asked for. Priorities.
Schools remain No. 1.

Roads and colleges are close behind.
Welfare has ever-increasing demands, but must be limited.
Cities and counties won’t get any more “revenue sharing” from

the state.

And the rest of the government will have to settle for the

crumbs.

And none of that is all bad, at least not if you’re a taxpayer.

— Steve Haynes

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Woman agrees cemetery needs work

TotheEditor,

| just read the letter of Nancy Meyers
in Friday’ sedition.

Yes, | totally agree. Weeds and
sandburrsarehorrible. | discoveredavery
large varmint hole at my parents’ grave
site and also tire ruts where city trailers
have been parked on my parents’
gravesite.

How disrespectful isthis!

| took my complainttoacity official and

was assured the problem would be taken

careof right away.
Guesswhat, nothing happened! | took
careof fillinginthehole myself.
Ifitistobeour responsibility tototally
take care of our loved one’ sfinal resting
place, just say so. | think weasindividu-
asaredependable.
Endresults—wedoitanyway, sowhy
pay acity employee.
Evelyn Paden
Norton
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Howmany ‘there yets’ doesit take...

rewethereyet?How many more
A minutestill we get there? G' ma,
what’s a horizon? Are we there
yet?1sPa-Pagoingto beawakewhenwe
getthere?How long do | getto stay?Are
we there yet? | remember my Spanish,
wantahear? Can weeat at McDonald' s?
Arewethereyet?’

Y ou get the idea. That was part of the
nonstop chatter driving back fromDallas
with my 6-year-old granddaughter Tay-
lor. She'sagood little traveler, though,
anddoesn’t complain, except for thetime
it takesto get to our house.

In years past, her mother and | would
meet halfway and spend the night at a
motel with apool. Wewould make “the
trade” and each return home. That would
split the trip up and not make such abig
day either way.

Thisyear, | droveall theway to Texas
tobewithKaraduring her surgery (every-
thingwent fine) and brought “ Tay” home
withmefor threeweeks. She' sjustintime

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

for Vacation Bible School, an antique
engine show or two, wiener roasts with
her cousin Alex, work withme, afew pi-
anolessonsandwhatever el sewecanfind
todo. | knowthetimea waysgoestoofast.

| warned her parentsthatin afew years
when| retire, I d like her to comefor the
summer. Thought | better give them a
littlewhileto get usedtotheidea. Both of
my girls and lots of my nephews spent
entiresummersat thefarm. | think it was
good for them.

—ob—
Last week, | took cut flowersinto the

officealmost every day. That’ sthe only
way | wasgoingtogettoenjoy them. |’ m
afraideverythingwill begoneby Memo-
rial Day.

Speaking of which, thisis my 40th
alumni year. Rose (Pachner) Riffle has
taken on the lion’ s share of the organiz-
ing of our class get-together, but | get to
help decorate our classwindow on Main
Street. Perfect timing, becausewhen| was
cleaningout that closet last week, | found
lotsof picturesand newspaper clippings.
My, how young we looked. We thought
weknew it all, though.

—ob—

My friend Sonia sent me agraduation
picture of her youngest daughter, Amy. |
remember visitinginthehospital the day
she was born. Sonia said Amy doesn’t
know yet what kind of acareer shewants.
| gave her the same advice my mom al-
ways gave new graduates: “ Y our first
year of collegeismoreabout figuring out
what you don’t want to do.”

Aspotless home isn'talived inhome

0 what kind of housekeeper are

you? My dad used to say, “ Some

people haveahousetoliveinand
some people haveahouseto keep.”

Hewas comparing my sister and .

Hemeant it asacompliment to methat
my house was the one that waslived in.
And, | alwaystook it as such. | am not
compulsive, but | dolikethingstobetidy.

Itisdifficult to keep areal neat house
withkids.

Thebest system| ever usedwasput the
things they left laying around away and
then give them a certain allowance —
maybe a dollar at that time, and charge
them adime for each item they decided
they had to have back.

They started pickinguprea quick. Also
it hel ped meknow which stuff wasimpor-
tant (the things they would pay for) and
which stuff was not. We could get rid of
it.

My sister-in-law decided afew years
agothat shewould hire someoneto clean
her house. After awhileher son, whowas
inhisearly teensatthetime, told her if she
decided shecouldnot affordtheextrahelp
hewouldget ajobtopay for it becauseshe
wasso much easier tolivewithwhenthe
housewasclean.

My sister, who has a house to keep,
mostly keeps her house herself.

WedidfindoutalittlesecretwhenKate
graduated from high school. Rachel
bought her aniron. | thought that was a
great gift. Katelikedit, too. But Rachel’s
daughter was really distressed about it.
She seemed to think her mom had com-
mitted amajor gaffe.

Finally, she explained, “Why would
anyoneneed aniron, | mean, welike pay
someoneto do our ironing.”

Shefollowed K ate to the same school
acouple of years later. We always told
Kateif she ran out of money she could
alwaysdo her cousin’ sironing.

One nice thing about our houseiswe
haveafrontroom. Itisalmost awaysneat
and clean.

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

Of course, most of timeeveryoneends
upintheback of thehouse, butif youonly
getinsidethefront door youwould think
| wasagreat housekeeper.

Thebadthing about thefront roomisit
isreally wasted space. We use it two or
threetimesayear.

| wishwehad usedit more. Why arewe
so busy? Remember when weused to go
visiting on Sundays?1 haveresolved that
afterwemovewearegoingtohavepeople
over more—justtovisit.

Don't come by now though. Both

housesareamess. Or maybe| should en-
courage everyoneto comeover.

Last summer wewerelooking for are-
frigerator for Elizabeth. Wewent to look
at one at amoving sale. We decided it
would not work but before we left, the
woman looked over the pile of thingstc
sell and gave Elizabeth a tabletop |azy
Susan.

“Everyonewho comesto my househas
totakesomething, if youwon't pay forit,
I'll giveitaway,” sheexplained.

Shewasahoot. And, it wasanicewel-
comefor Elizabeth.

I’ m packing and understand where she
wascomingfrom. A movingsaleisapos-
sibility but it would be much morefun it
would beif everyone just came over for
something free.

Maybe you need a goldfish bowl, or
curtainrods, or better yet, agood ol d-fash-
ioned visit.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.
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0 Governor Kathleen Sebelius,
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0 U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
3514

O U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521

0 U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443
Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; fax
(202) 225-5124



