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Norton boys take third
In league track meet

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School boystrack and field team
placed third in the annual Mid-
Continent League Track Meet
held Friday on the Jep Byrum
Track at Ward Field in Norton.

“Wedidn't haveagreat day but
nobody was dogging it,” said
Nortonheadtrack andfield coach
Bruce Graber. “We competed
well.

“All of ourrelaysranrealy well.
All had aseason’sbhesttimeortied
for aseason’sbest.

“Wehad somedisappoi ntments
but you alwaysdo.

“Our boys finishing in third
wasn't too bad in thisleague.

“Thedecent weather helpedand
allowed usto set some more per-
sonal records.”

Phillipsburgwonthechampion-
ship of theboysdivisionwith 143
points, followed by Smith Center,
97; Norton, 68; Hill City, 52;
Victoria, 49; Osborne, 46; Ellis,
34; Stockton, 33; Trego, 30;
Plainville, 4.

Nortonsenior Derek Volgamore
wastheBlueJays only gold medal
winner. Heled from start tofinish
inwinningthe 1,600-meter runin
aseason’sbest time of 4:53.48.

“Derek winning the 1,600-
meter run was a highlight,” said
Coach Graber.

“He has been inconsistent and
strugglingbut heranareally good
race. He was at least 15 seconds
below his season’s best. It was a
good effort on his part.

“We pulled him out of the
4x800-meter relay so he'd be
fresher in the 1,600 and it turned
out okay since we placed second
intherelay.”

TheBlueJay 4x800-meter relay
teamwastimedinaseason’'shest,
8 minutes, 58.3 seconds. Team
members and time splits were:
Nathan Morse, 2:16; Jared
Engelbert,2:12; LoganKats, 2:17,;
Blake VanEaton, 2:13.

VanEaton placed second in the
800-meter run in a season’s best
2:05.81 and also anchored
Norton’s4x100-meter relay team
which placed fourth in aseason’'s
best 45.3 and anchored the Blue
Jays' 4 x 400-meter relay team
whichfinished fifthin aseason’s
best 3:40.9.

Members of Norton’s 4x100-
meter relay team and time splits
were: Seth Mills, 11.9; Nathan
Broeckelman, 11; Andrew Ables,
11.22; VanEaton, 10.9.

“That's as good as we've
handledthestick thisseasononthe
4x100-meter relay,” said Coach
Graber.

Running on the Blue Jays' 4 x
400-meter relay team and time
splitswere: Mills, 54.5; Jared Cox,
55.6; Morse, 57.9; VanEaton,
545,

Blue Jay senior hurdler Justin
Shirk won the silver medal inthe
110-meter high hurdlesin 15.96.
Shirk also placed sixthin thejav-
elinwith apersonal record throw
of 140 feet, 4inches.

Freshman Jared Cox scored
pointsfor Norton in both hurdles
races. He was second in the 300-
meter intermediate hurdles in
41.87 andfourth inthe 110-meter
hurdlesin 16.15.

Junior LanceRoeplaced second
inthepolevault at 12-6 and sopho-
more Nathan Broeckelman was
fifth at 10-6.

Junior Heath Vincent finished

fifthintheshot put witha personal
record heave of 45-5.

“Heaththrew afoot farther than
he ever hasin the shot put,” said
Coach Graber.

Sophomore Jared Engelbert
was fifth in the 800-meter run in
2:09.75andfreshmanLoganKats
placedsixthinthe3,200-meter run
in11:41.03.

“It was Jared’sfirst time under
2:12,” said Coach Graber.“ Seeing
that big smile on his face put a
smileonmine. It wasahuge con-
fidence builder for him.

“Logan had not run the 3,200-
metersall seasonbut hejumpedin
andranagood time. Until welost
LoganK eiswetter and Kent Mann,
we had hoped to do some damage
in the 3,200-meter and 1,600-
meter runsand makearun at sec-
ond placeasateam.

“Ourthrowersaregetting better.
We had six personal recordsin
three events. Josh VanSkike and
Andrew Ables set personal
recordsintwoevents.Ablesadded
eight feet to hispreviousbest jav-
elinthrow.

“LucasWisemanhadaseason’s
best triple jump and just missed
scoring.”

Norton boysperformancesthat
didnot placewere: VanSkike, 32-
0; Ables, 43-9, personal record,
shot put; Vincent, 124-1.5; Van
Skike, 94-11, personal record, dis-
cus, Ables, 139-4, seventh, per-
sonal record; VanSkike, 91-8, per-
sonal record, javelin;
Broeckelman, 5-6, ninth; Bryce
Engelbert, failed opening height,
high jump; Wiseman, 17-5; Todd
Bolt, 17-11; Morse, 15-5, long
jump; Wiseman, 38-6, eighth,
season’s best; Bolt, 37-8; Wes

Norton girls finish eighth

By DICK BOYD
The Lady Blue Jay track and
fieldteamfinishedineighthplace
in the annual Mid-Continent
LeagueTrack Meetheld Friday on

placed first in the pole vault with
aheight of 9 feet.

Junior AmandaAntrim tied for
third with 7-6.

Freshman Chelsea Dodson

Lady Blue Jay freshman Chelsea Dodson makes the turn
into the home stretch during her third place finish in the
400 meter dash in a personal record time of 64.1 in the
Mid-Continent League Track Meet on Friday in Norton.
She was also a member of Norton’s 4 x 400 meter relay

team and pole vaulted.

theJepByrumTrack atWardField
in Norton.

Osbornewon the girls champi-
onshipwith 83.5points, followed
by Plainville, 81; Victoria, 75;
Smith Center, 74; Hill City, 58;
Phillipsburg, 55; Trego, 52;
Norton, 35; Ellis, 24.5; Stockton,
20.

Chelle Donovan was the Lady
Jays only gold medal winner. She
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vaulted 7 and just missed placing.

“QOur vaultershad another good
day,” said Coach Bruce Graber.
“Wetendtotakethemfor granted
because we expect them to do
well. Three years ago a vault of
eight feet would go to the state
meet but now it takesalot higher
vault. Asgood asour vaultersare,
they will havetovaultverywellin
Friday’sregional toqualify forthe

state meet.”

SophomoreL acey Roewonthe
bronze medal inthejavelinwitha
throw of 108-5.

Freshman Courtney LeClair
scored pointsinboth hurdlesraces
and the triple jump. She placed
fifth in the 100-meter hurdlesin
17.1 and sixth in the 300-meter
intermediate hurdles in 51.90.
Courtney also placed fifth in the
triplejump with adistance of 31-
0

Freshman Chelsea Dodson ran
the 400-meter dash in a personal
record 64.1 seconds to win the
bronze.

“Chelsearan extremely well,”
said Coach Graber.

“She has come along way. She
has just hung in there and gotten

Norton senior Derek Volgamore hits the

tape to win the 1600 meter runinaseason’s

best 4:53.4 in the Mid-Continent League Track Meet on Friday in Norton.

Georgeson, 36-9, triple jump;
Bolt,13.1; BryceEngelbert, 13.1,
100-meter dash; Morse, 57.6;
Philip VanDerWeele, 70.1, 400-
meter dash; Broeckelman, 44.9,
season’s best; Georgeson, 47.8,
personal record, 300-meter
hurdles; Volgamore, 2:19, 800-
meter run; Mills, 24.2; Bryce
Engelbert, 26.8, 200-meter dash.
Next action

Norton will compete Friday in
the Class 3A Regional Track and
Field Meet at Minneapolis High
School.

Teamscompeting, inadditionto
Norton and Minneapolis, will be:
Belleville, Beloit, Ellinwood,
Ellsworth, Southeast of Saline,
Thomas More Prep-Marian of
Hays, Hoisington, Lyons,
Phillipsburg, Riley County,
Sabetha, Saint George-Rock
Creek, Seneca-NemahaValley.

The meet will begin at 3 p.m.
withthefield events. Preliminary
runningeventswill beginat4p.m.
Finalswill begin 30 minutesafter
the completion of the preliminar-
ies.
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The top four place winnersin
each event will advance to the
State TrackandFieldMeetonMay
28-29 at Cessna Stadium at
Wichita State University.

Medals will be awarded to the
top four places in each event as
well asto thetop two teams.

“Itwill takeagreat effort by our
athletes in the regional meet tc
qualify for the state meet,” saic
Coach Graber.

“Therewill be no free passes.”

IN Mid-Continent meet

better.

Junior Naomi Streck just missed
placinginthe400-meter dash. She
wastimedin66.7, theseventhfast-
esttime.

“Naomi ran well, too,” said
Coach Graber. “Sheislearning
how to finish.”

Junior KarlieJonesplacedsixth
inthe800-meter runin aseason’s
best 2:36.84.

“Karlie is nursing a foot in-
jury but ran well,” said Coach
Graber.

The Lady Jays 4x100-meter
relay team finished in fifth place
with aseason’s best 53.43 clock-
ing. Teammembersandtimesplits
were: Antrim, 14.14; Streck, 13.1;
Danielle LeClair, 13.1; Jones,
13.1.

Blue Jay golfers
qualify for state

By DICK BOYD

Coach David Stover’s Norton
Community High School golf
team placed third inthe Class 3A
Regional Tournament held on
Monday on the Prairie Dog Rec-
reation Association Golf Course
south of Norton.

Phillipsburgwonthechampion-
ship with a 342 score. Thomas
More Prep of Hays was second
with a 346 and Norton was just
eight strokes back with a 354.
Other team scoreswereEllsworth,
375; Belleville, 410; Minneapoalis,
439; Beloit, 452.

Thetop two teamsand top five
individualsnot from Phillipsburg
or ThomasMorePrepqualifiedfor
the State Tournament on Monday
inHays.

Norton senior Korey Look and
BlueJay junior DaneKrizek quali-
fied for the state tournament as
individuals.

Krizek shot a41/40-81 andwas
No.3. Look carded a40/45-85and
wasNo.6.

Theother medalistswere: Grant
Babcock, Phillipsburg, 79, No.1;
Brendon Gross, Thomas More
Prep, 80, No.2; Mark Kennedy,
Ellsworth, 84, No.4; Travis
Yoxall, Phillipsburg, 84, No.5;
BrandonKarlin, Phillipsburg, 86,

No.7; Tyler Halligan, Thomas
More Prep, 87, No.8; Kyle
Durflinger, Belleville, 88, No.9;
Mark Brungardt, Thomas More
Prep, 89, No.10.

Additional statetourney quali-
fiersand their scoreswere: Justin
Williams, St. John’s Military, 93
and Jake Olson, Ellsworth, 93.

Two Norton golfers, seniors
Jared Mindrup and Nick Evans,
missed qualifying by one stroke.
They shot identical scores of 45/
49-94.

Other Norton golfersand their
scores were seniors Kyle Kats,
49/50-99 and Ryan Maddy, 51/
48-99.

“Weknew comingintothetour-
nament that weweregoingtohave
toplay well toget pasttwoquality
teamsin Thomas More Prep and
Phillipsburgandtoday just wasn’t
our day,” said Coach Stover.

“In extremely difficult playing
conditionscreated by highwinds,
our players competed well on ev-
ery shot the entire day. Unfortu-
nately, we came up just short in
team competition.

“The highlight was the perfor-
mance of DaneKrizek and Korey
Lookwhoearnedatriptothestate
golf tournament withtheir medal -
ist performances.”

TheLady Jays4x400-meter re-
lay teamwastimedin4:29, which
wastheseventh besttimeandtied
their season’ sbest. Teammembers
and time splits were: Dodson,
66.4; Streck, 67.0; Courtney
LeClair, 69.0; Jones, 67.

Junior Jaclyn Krueger long
jumped 14-2.5 for a personal
record and just missed scoring.

“It isthe first timein several
yearsthat one of our girl athletes
has jumped over 14 feet,” said
Coach Graber.

The only league record broken
ineithertheboysor girlsdivisions
wasinthegirls4x100-meter relay
where Plainville was clocked in
51.23. The previous record of
51.52wassetin1988anda soheld
by the Plainvillegirls.

Norton girls performances
which did not place were: Klaire
Mann, 28-11; LauraDelimont, 29-
4.5, personal record; Tabitha
Vincent, 22-6, shot put; Mann, 93-
4: Delimont, 82-11, discus;
Delimont, 62-10, javelin;
Krueger, 14-2.5, personal record;
BrianneNelson, 11-1, long jump;
Amber Engelbert, 18.0, 100-meter
hurdles; Antrim, 14.1; Nelson,
14.28; Krueger, 14.0, 100-meter
dash; Engelbert, 53.8, 300-meter
hurdles, Courtney Cox, 2:59, 800-
meter run; Streck, 29.5; Nelson,
31.2; DanielleLeClair, 29.7, 200-
meter dash.

Norton will compete Friday in
the Class 3A Regional Track and
Field Meet starting at 3 p.m. at
Minneapoalis.

Norton senior Nick Evans putts during the Class 3A Re-
gional Golf Tournament played yesterday on the Prairie
Dog Recreation Association Golf Course south of Norton.
Evans was just one stroke short of qualifying as an indi-
vidual for the state tournament in Hays on Monday.
Seniorteammates Dane Krizek and Korey Look qualified
as individuals. The top two teams also qualified but

Norton’s team placed third.
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