THE N

ORTON

TELEGRAM

FRIDAY, May 13, 2005
PAGE 4

[t's Important
toknowwhywe
believe whatwe do

We want to thank the most recent letter to the editor regarding
the need for us to open “the door to a bit of discussion and de-
bate.”

The purpose of such action is to make us think. It is far more
important to us that we know why we believe something than
what we believe.

People’s beliefs come from a myriad of sources and not always
legitimate ones.

Just look on the Internet and see the variety of people claiming
to have the “truth”. There is a graduate level course with the sole
purpose to teach methods of discerning the legitimacy of
Internet sources.

Some people read one account of a situation or read accounts
from only one side of the issue and decide it is valid. Itis impera-
tive to read each account from as neutral a stance as possible.
Otherwise the studying is in vain, because it is not critical thinking
at that point, but rather gathering ammunition.

Many of our beliefs are founded in family systems i.e. the belief,
“it was good enough for our folks, so it’s good enough for us.” If
our children accepted everything we taught them without ques-
tioning, we would know we had failed.

Questioning is what strengthens our belief and gives us the
power to defend it. Many times we return to what our upbringing
taught us; after careful study we not only know why we believe a
certain way, but why our parents did also.

We are a product of our upbringing and our beliefs reflect that.

Most of us would quickly recognize we are Christian in large
part because of where we were born. The odds are had we been
born in Israel of Israeli parents we would be Jewish not Christian.
Even the most well known person of the Middle East was born
Jewish, albeit Christianity was not an option at the time.

When we form our beliefs we must examine the validity of our
sources.

If we note the content of a certain law, it is imperative to have
the article, book or Internet site available for others to investigate.
Not only does it allow others to come to their own decisions, it
adds validity to ours.

For instance if one wants to review the content of Florida law
regarding dogs and euthanasia it can be found at the website
from the Florida senate office: . www.flsenate.gov/Statutes/
index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=Ch0828/
ch0828.htm.

Definition of words is another obstacle we must examine.

For instance the root of the word euthanasia as defined by
Webster’s Online Dictionary is Greek from euthanatos meaning
easy death. (www.m-w.com/cgi-bin/
dictionary?book=Dictionary&va=euthanasia&x=18&y=20).

We define euthanasia as the active means of facilitating death or
an assisted suicide. Some would define the decision to remove life
support as a fundamental freedom. Others define it differently
based on their experiences, knowledge and belief system.

The government offers a website for accessing government
documents and being able to attribute the right idea with the
correct source. It is online at: www.archives.gov/
national_archives_experience/charters/charters.html.

Whatever our differences and our similarities, it is our promo-
tion of the First Amendment that allows us to contemplate and
compromise to form a workable society.

Democracy requires an informed citizenry. The real challenge
comes in our empathetic interaction and respect for each other.
As Lincoln said in his Gettysburg address, “that this government
of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from
the earth.” (www.loc.gov/exhibits/gadd/gatr2.htmil)

Our government is not to be a sole entity of kingship, but a
melting pot of beliefs. Therefore may “we the people” reign
supreme and keep open the doors of discussion and contempla-
tion. — Mary Kay Woodyard
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Coach inspired memories, loyalty

orking at The Norton Tele
W gramhassevera rewards, one

of which is meeting people.
People come in who live in the Norton
area, and| enjoy visitingwithfriendsand
meeting new friends. Other peoplecome
inthe officefromtimetotimewholived
inNortonat onetimeor someof their fam-
ily lived here at sometime and | really
enjoy visiting with them asif they were
oldfriends.

Recently, at nearly closing time, afel-
low walked in the officeand said “ | was
born in the Norton Hospital and left
Norton when | wasten yearsold and my
nameisRex Burns’.

| said to him that his father was my
chemistry teacher besides being one of
the top basketball coaches Norton has
ever had the opportunity to have. Rex’s
wifeJudy joined him; shemay havewon-
dered why he was staying in the office
solong. They now livein Michigan and
have beentraveling since February. We
discussed the 1951 championship team
reunion and various other events. That
eveningmy memory really kickedinand
| thought of so many things about Mr.
OranBurns, how hewasagreat motiva-
tor and coach.

| learned as much about basketball as
chemistry that year and maybethat’ swhy
| still have agreat love for basketball.
Therewereno girls’ basketball teams at
that time.

Rex and Judy had given me their cell
phone number — they were staying at
Sebelius Lake — so the next morning |
called them and we decided to meet at a
local restaurant totalk again about Rex’ s
father. | called afew people that would
haveremembered him, Lyman Rowhand
Joe Ballinger were able to meet with us
aswell. Warren Bullock filled Rex inon
many other memorieslater intheday.

Lyman was the seventh and eighth
gradecoach of thebasketball team, which
weresomeof thesameboyswhowereon
the 1951 high school team and headvised
usthat theseventh gradeteam hecoached
went on to win 48 straight ball gamesin
their career. Lyman said he had a great
deal of respect for Coach Burns.

[twassointerestingtolearn moreabout
OranBurns. | learnedthat hehad married
hiswife, Marie, who had taught school at
Selden but resigned after her marriage
becausethe school would not hireamar-
ried teacher.

Oran’sfather, Frank Burns, had been
one of the orphans that came to Topeka
ontheorphantrainandlived withaJones
family.

Memories

Sonya
Montgomery

Oran taught school in Nortonin 1941
and 1942 before being called back to the
serviceduringWorldWear I1. Hereturned
to Norton from 1947 through 1951, and
wasthen called back into the Army dur-
ing theKorean War.

Hewasin Topekafrom 1951 through
1954. Hewassent to Germany from 1954
to 1957, then was head of Reserved Of-
ficersTraining Corpat Central Michigan
University from 1957 to 1960, Korea
196001961, at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo.
from1961to 1964 then off to Francefrom
1964 to 1966. He retired with arank of
Colonel andreturnedto Central Michigan
to work as acivilian in the admissions
department until hedied Feb. 12, 1975 of
cancer..

Hislife left alegacy of motivated
people— | amsurethescopeof whichwe
havenoidea. Hiswife, Marie, died Janu-
ary 2000 after alengthy illness.

Rex had abrother, Frank, who also re-
tired fromthe United StatesArmy witha
rank of Lieutenant Colonel and died Dec.
4, 2003, also of cancer.

Their sister Nancy taught school and
now lives in Phoenix, Ariz. Many in
Nortonwill remember Nancy asthe cute
little blonde in the cheerleader uniform
along with Pam Van Pelt at age4 or 5. |
hopeNancy stopsby sometimetoo; | had
the opportunity to visit with her on the
telephonefor ashort while.

Other memories mentioned were that
CoachBurnsalwaysleft hisshoesuntied
at basketball games, worethesamesocks
and kept his fingers crossed even when
writing plays on the chalk board for his
players. | know people who knew him
could tell many more stories, but | write
this for those who knew Coach to start
their memoriesagain.

Rex said hisfather was* hisbasketball
coachinHigh School”, eventhoughhesat
high in the bleachers so as not to bother
the hired coach on the bench. However,
he kept statistics on everything in the
game. Rex saidhisDad alwaysmadesure
therewasabasketball goal at every home
they had.

Rex also wasin ROTC, taught school
and coached Junior Varsity teams, wasin
the Army Reserve and retired aLieutant

Colonel. Rex and Judy met in collegein
Michigan.

Judy wasamiddleschool principal and
isaheart transplant survivor, having had
theheart transplantin October 2002. They
are traveling and now heading back to
Michigan for the summer months.

They advised they will be returning
sometimeinthenear futuretoNortonand
there are many of us who will welcome
them and hopeto visit with them again.

All of our livestouch people when we
may not be aware. May weliveour lives
insuchaway that wetoo will beremem:-
beredfor hel ping someonesucceed along
theway.

There' snoplacelikehomeandit’ sfun
to meet thosewho called Norton“home”
at onetime.

Inane-mail | just received from Rex
and Judy, they said they returned to
Michigantheday after theareareceivec
10inchesof snow. Hisother comments
included “thanksfor taking thetimeto
talk tousand hel p uswith meeting some
of thewonderful peoplewho knew and
worked with my dad. I, of course, hac
heard many storiesfrom Momand Dad
of their experiencesof livingin Norton
and hisgreat joy of coaching thesefine
young men. They alwayshad smileson
their faces when they talked about
Nortonandtheir loveforthearea. | also
know that my dad kept the memory of
takingthat high school teamtothestate
finals, and winning, with himtherest of
hislife. Sure, | think he was the great-
est, but | just never knew that he | eft
such an impression on so many...and &
legacy!

“The whole time we spent in Norton
andtalkingtoyou, Lyman, Joeand War-
ren sure brought to me more than a few
tears. | just never knew!. | was bornin
Norton in 1941 and left with the family
when| wasten, (do | remember correctly
that my mom would givemy brother and
| aquarter each to walk down to the the-
ater on a Saturday afternoon to catch &
movie).

“Though | had some memories of the
town and of the stories from Mom and
Dad, after our visitthisspring | now know
why they had such alove for the area. |
surewishthey hadtakenthetimetocome
back for avisit while they were alive. It
would have meant so much for them to
talk toyou and others.

“Thanksto you, Lyman, Joe and War-
ren, Judy and | now know what my Dag
meant to somany. Good L ordwillingand
the creek don’t rise, Judy and | will be
back!”

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuas or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.

O Governor Kathleen Sebelius, 300
SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan. 66612.
(785) 296-3232

O U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart
Senate Office Building, Washington,
D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774; fax (202)
224-3514

0 U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303
Hart Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510. (202) 224-6521

0 U.S.Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515. (202)

225-2715; fax (202) 225-5124



