Vv

O/py

THE N

ORTON

TELEGRAM

FRIDAY, May 6, 2005

PAGE 4

Term limits would
put power back
Into people’s hands

Power!

They are the most powerful people on Capitol Hill!
No one has the power they have in the Congress!

They rule the roost!

Power is their middle name!
Power!

Power!

Power!

And on and on that word is barked.
That got us to thinking: whatever happened to the power of the

people?

We used to wield the stick. But somehow that has pretty much
evaporated. We are now nothing more then the flock who goes
to the polls to blindly re-elect people who will return to Washing-
ton to be manhandled by the powerful few. And if they don’t toe
the line they won’t get anything they want for those they repre-
sent. They end up, often, representing the interests of the power-
ful click. Not the people at the foot of the Hill.

Fortunately, there are some with enough backbone to test the
powers that be. But unfortunately, and sadly, there are not

enough of them.

We have let the system envisioned by our Founding Fathers
become nothing more than a schoolyard bully pit. Yes, leadership
is needed, but the way leadership functions in our nation’s capital

is nothing short of shameful.

This didn’t just start with the Bush administration’s rise to
power. It’s been going on far too many years — going on unno-
ticed , or going on because we the people know there’s little we

can do about it.
But maybe there is.
Term limits.

Twelve years should be enough for anybody. There wouldn’t be
time enough to amass the power necessary to be crowned
“Dictator(s) of the Hill.” There wouldn’t be time enough to
accumulate the untold millions of $ to assure re-election year in

and year out.

Term limits would remove the stale air. Term limits would allow
fresh thinking. Term limits would give many others an opportu-
nity to serve, rather than simply dream of doing so. Term limits,
as we see it, were probably what the Founding Fathers had in

mind.

Term limits would open the door for a farmer, a retailer, a
pharmacist, a retiree — you name it — to serve. To make a differ-

ence.

Bt most importantly, term limits would return the people’s

government back to the people.
Call it people power.

— Tom Dreiling
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There’s always time for a dandelion

[t wasoneof thosetreasured moments.
One of thosetimeswhen you redlize the
worldtruly isbest seenandlivedthrough
theeyesof achild.

A couple of weeks ago our grandchil-
dren were playing soccer in the six-and-
under category.

It was early morning, and the warmth
of the sun spoke more of early Junethan
mid-March. Parents, grandparents,
friends and others were gathered on the
sidelinesto cheer their player. (Thenice
thing about thisagegroupisparentscheer
all theplayers.)

Suddenly the game was halted by the
refereeasalittleboy held upadandelion
hehad picked and announced thiswasfor
hismom.

Themother smiled and we all realized
we had witnessed awonderful lesson —
nothing is ever as important as sharing
something beautiful with your mother.

Even the soccer handbook talks about
the* dandelion break”.

Bill Cosby in one of his monologues
speaks of theirony of the father and son
practicing football throughout the many
yearsof ason’slife. Only to havetheson
on his first game in the professional

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Oberlin man disagrees with paper’s editing policy

TotheEditor:

| dounderstand The Telegrampolicy of
not printing a L etter to the Editor that is
an attack onanindividual .

What The Telegram does not under-
standisthis. Whenanindividual writesa
L etter to the Editor of acontroversial na-
ture and gives his consent for said | etter
to be published; then pursuant to Kansas
Law heisinvitingboth publicrebuttal and
personal attacks.

| wrote arebuttal letter to the editor.
Beforeit waspublished on April 29, The
Telegram altered the letter. When The

Telegramchangedwordsintheletter you
also changed itscontent. Thisleft every-
onein Norton confused.

Should The Telegram choose not to
print arebuttal letter aswritten. 1t would
be better not to print the letter at al, as
opposedtochangingthewords. Likewise,
if you will not print arebuttal letter that
contains the name of the individual to
whom the letter isarebuttal to, then the
Telegram is abolished not to print the
original letter that will becomethe cause
of the controversy.

The practice of changing aletter will
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cost The Telegramthat appearanceof in-
tegrity. How would one know if oneis
readingwhat thewriter meant or what the
Telegram believesthewriter meant?

Arthur Loyd Shelton
Oberlin

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous shouldbesubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.

Phase I
Mary Kay
Woodyard

leagues, smile big into the camera and
wavesaying, “Hi, Mom.”

A friend of mine who had lost her
mother several yearsago said to mesoon
after my mother died, “ Whenyour mother
diesit islike you've lost your cheer
leader.”

Andthat isso true. No one delightsin
your successesnor sharesinyour Sorrows
quitelikeyour mother.

But it also worksthe other way.

| feel great pride when | think of the
many obstacles my mother overcame
throughout her life and the many oppor-
tunities she grasped because of her fear-
less nature and undying passion.

Shepursuedacareer and collegedegree
evenwhenitwasnot theacceptablething
for awoman to do let alone awife and

Springishere.

Maybeit’ sbecause of therains, or be-
cause | am paying more attention to the
beauty of the earth this spring, but on a
recenttripto KansasCity, | don’trecall a
more beautiful drive.

Thewheat looks so green and the baby
calves along the way seemed to be hav-
ing suchfun. Thenl noticed everywhere
there werered bud trees aswell as other
flowering treesand bushes.

| had previously noticed how beautiful
theBradford pear treeswereinNortonas
well asother treesand bushes.

It always amazes me at the variety of
colors that appear in the spring. God
surely must love beautiful things and
wanted to share some of themwith us.

Arriving at the home of my daughter
and her family, her azaleabushesare ab-
solutely covered with blooms, with only
alittle bit of green showing. These are
large bushes.

| guess Kansas City has enough more
rainandthey must besomewhat protected
from thewinter cold.

Thenextjoy wasinstorefor mewhen|
visited the kindergarten class with my
granddaughter.

My daughter volunteerstohel pwiththe
classof 25 studentsonemorning aweek.

When | was ready to leave after visit-
ing the week, my 4-year-old grandson
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Spring brings good things

mother.

My mother-in-law, who was like &
mother to me, wasasinglemomfor many
years.

Eighty years ago leaving an abusive
relationship to raise her children by her-
self wasunheard of .

At atime when women frequently
could not own property, she stepped out
infaithtosaveherlife. A wonderful marn
cameal ong later and shehad the courage
to givemarriageanother try.

Perhapsthereason menhave* Mother”
tattooed on their arm and country west-
ern songsalludeto “mama’, and the un-
mistakable joy we feel when we hear &
woman is expecting is because of the
magical, mystical and spiritual qualities
of motherhood.

Thevery experience of having achild
links usto something greater in our lives
thanjust our mothers. Itlinksustothevery
essence of who we are and what we can
become.

Our “cheerleader” lives on even after
her death becauseher faithinusnever dies
and our desire to honor her goes far be-
yond the soccer field.

Memories

Sonya
Montgomery

said” Grandma, areyou leaving already?
Y ou said you were going to stay along
time and you did not visit my classroom
at school, couldyou just stay until | gotc
school again”.

Well, theanswer hadtobenot thistime
since he goesto school only afew hours
on Mondays.

| had stayed oneday withhimwhilehis
mother put the finishing touches on the
music for awomen’s conference which
wasoneof several reasons| stayedfor the
week.

OnTuesday | stayed with Andrew and
then his sister, when she arrived home
from schoal.

Thetwoolder grandchildrenwereeach
at their own track meet.

There were storms around and one
granddaughter, Devin, arrived homel ater
intheevening after the meet with awelts
onherlegwhereshewashit by hail stones
while she was getting ready to run the
mile.

They did get to shelter until the storm
wasover.

Oneof thelittleones, Patricia, 6, |ooked
out the window at the hail and said
“Grandma, it’ sraining ice cubes, why is
it rainingice cubes?’

| couldwriteabook about therest of the
week, but will notin thiscolumn.

| know everyone has special spring
memories. Weareall so blessed withthe
simplejoysinlife.



