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Americans need
to getinvolved
With democracy

Americans prize democracy, but sometimes we seem to take it

for granted.

In our region, there are dozens of townships, small towns,
school districts where no one bothers to file for office.
Local office doesn’t pay very well, if at all. Some entities don’t

do very much.

People complain about the lack of interest, but nothing much

changes.

Most towns and schools eventually get a full compliment of
board members. Most of these boards do an admirable job.

But why don’t people care enough to run?

Why do so many incumbents stand for re-election unopposed?

Does anybody really care?

Here’s a proposition that would get people out to run for office.

Let’s make it state law that for any county, city, school district,
township or special board where no one files for each seat in an
election, that district, city or county stands to be dissolved.

There would be a question on the ballot, “Should this “name of
entity” be dissolved according to the law of the State of Kansas?”

Oh, we can hear the howls already.

But it would put voters to the test.

Do they care?

Do they want the schools to stay open? The township to grade
roads? The city to maintain its services?

Or would it be better just to let things go?

Our guess is few questions would ever make it to the ballot, at
least in cities and school districts. There might be some tiny
places that would just go away. A few school districts have dis-
solved already, though not for lack of interest.

People loved them. Lack of kids did them in.

The way things are, people get elected to some boards with just
a few write-in ballots. That’s not the way democracy is supposed

to work.

Voters don’t really have much of a choice. Things usually work
out, sometimes surprisingly well. But we can do better.

It allows small groups to get together under the radar and plot
things out. Voters don’t know what to expect. A few people can
“railroad” a stealth campaign and get a slate elected with a

minority of the vote.

It may be legal, but it’s not good government.

If a town or school faced dissolution, our guess is people would
get their names on the ballot. Voters would know what is coming.
Interest would increase, and elections would mean more to the

average person.

If not, people could vote yes or no on the district or town.
And if no one cared, then we’d be rid of some excess govern-

mental baggage.

And that might not be all bad, either.

— Steve Haynes
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Rain makes everythinE look nice

on'tyoujustlovearainy day?Re

portsintheLenoraareavary from

3to 4 inches. No hail, no torna-
does — just a big old deluge that went
straight into the Kirwin Reservoir, we
hope.

Theworldlooks so much better after a
good washing. Of course, thereisdown-
sideto everything, we are going to have
to get thelawn mower out.

A friendtold meshelearned something
from*“Back Home” shenever realizedin
the22yearsshehadknownme: | hateyard
work. She seemed so surprised.

My sisters like to do yard work. My
ol der sister moved fromaniceapartment
complex with a pool, tennis courts and
landscaping to a house because she
wanted her own yard. My other sister is
looking to move to Denver and keeps
complaining that the houses do not have
big enoughyards.

My mom liked to garden and worked
hard in her yard even during her final
yearswhen shebattled cancer. My brother
livesthere now. Hiswifeisawonderful
gardener.

I’ mtheblack sheepof thefamily. (Wait,
maybethat isabad analogy — asheepis
anatural lawn mower.)

Sadly for my mom’ syard thedemands
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of children, jobs and the drought of the
past few years has been very hard on her
flowers.

That iswhy | don’t like yard work —
it'stoo hard. It'shot, it'sbuggy and it’s
dirty. | get sunburned. | get blisters. One
year | put my back out sol haddoctor bills
to pay.

Grasshopperseat everything. It doesn’'t
rain or it rains too much. The stuff you
really wanttogrow and pay al ot of money
for dies. The stuff you don’t care about
takesover.

Why can’t we just be happy with “na-
ture”?

Just think of all thework wecould save
ourselvesif wewould just consider dan-
delions as flowers (Who decided they
wereweedsanyway?)

Why can’t wejust think of henbit asa
ground cover. From adistancelooksjust

likeapretty purple carpet to me.

| supposeit isjust human natureto not
appreciate things that are easily attain-
able.

My sistersand | had a“sister’ s week-
end” recently and while | was gone, the
hubby, daughter Eli zabeth and hismother
worked ontheyard at the new house.

Now thisis just embarrassing — his
mother is 20-plus years older than | am
and sheisdoing my yard work.

| told Elizabeth | did not seetheneedto
mow theentireyard, thenortheast corner
hasawonderful grassstand—itlooksjust
like the CRP grass they pay people to
plant.

“Yeah, but if you mow it at least once,
all the dead stuff will be gone,” she re-
plied.

Okay, aslong asit isjust once | am
thinking. Have you ever heard of
zeroscape? A brilliant idea if there ever
wasone.

Not that | am trying to convert anyone
here — it makes me happy to go by &
pretty place with a nicely landscaped
yard. | truly admire those ambitious gar-
deners.

| wish | could afford to hire one to do
my place. And | am truly, truly thankful
for therain.

Afriend’s death is felt in the heart

| doubt any of uswould havebeenany
more prepared even if it hadn’t hap-
pened so quickly.

Most of usstarted kindergartentogether
or if not then, soon after. And soour lives
were intricately woven throughout the
years.

School plays, tap dance lessons, first
dances, first dates, all thosefirstsand now
another.

Sheisthe first of my unusually close
childhood friendsto havedied.

Sunday morning | received acall from
Susan Thomson telling me her sister,
Doylene (Quenzer) Foreman had died.

Doylenewastheyoungestinour class.
A ChristmasDay baby and, althoughthe
youngest, she seemed to experiencelife
sooner than therest of us.

Sheawaysknew thenewest dancesand
stylesand then tragically our senior year
welearned, fromher, how to deal withthe

I twasboundto happen sooner or later.
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loss of amother.

And shetaught uswell.

Inasmall community, wenot only feel
theimpact of death we seeit.

We don’'t walk away from the church
or funeral home and retreat to our own
livesaseasily asinalarger place. Wesee
thefamily onadaily basis, at thegrocery
store, driving downthestreet andthey are
apart of our life.

It doesn’t matter that Doylene didn’t
livehere, her spirit does. Shewrotefor The
Telegramfromtimetotime, andjust last

summer she sat at my dining room table
as several of uslooked through pictures
and laughed about old times. We would
talk about how great itwouldbeif sheand
her husband could someday move back
here.

Although she lived in the “city”, she
remained asmall town girl at heart.

John Donnewrote:

“All mankind is of one author, and is
one volume; when one man dies, one
chapter is not torn out of the book, but
translated into abetter language; and ev-
ery chapter must be so translated... No
man is an island, entire of itself...any
man’ sdeath diminishesme, becausel am
involvedinmankind; andthereforenever
send to know for whom the bell tolls; it
tollsfor thee.”

May you rest in peace, Doylene, anc
may God’ sgrace bewith your family.

Amen.

Women'’s health protection act pass house legislation

Thisisthe fourth sessionin arow the
KansasHousepassed out abill that would
require licenses for abortion clinics and
havethem passinspection by the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment.

Themeasure (HB 2503) containssani-
tation and surgical requirementsthat are
abortion-specific and court-tested. The
bill was moved out of the Senate Health
Committee, chaired by Sen. Jim Barnett,
who spearheaded 2004 passage of an
identical bill.

While working the bill in the Senate
committeeof thewhol e, therewereefforts
to amend it to add authority for the state
to inspect other office-based health care
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providers. | wasgladtheamendmentwas
defeated.

TheNationa Abortion Federationand
Planned Parenthood helped draft a bill
that sets minimum standards for physi-
ciansandclinics.

Thisissueisn't about being pro-abor-
tionor anti-abortion; it’ sabout safety and
protectionfor al women.

Theabortionindustry seemswillingto
say anything to stop this bill. The plain
truthisthat opposing thishill meansthey
areunwilling or incapable of adhering to
the minimum requirements of their own
industry.

Kansas needs to protect women by li-
censing these clinics, becausethe practi-
tionersrunningthemhaveaterribletrack
record. Kansasabortionistsneed supervi-
sionat amagnitude unlikeany other spe-
ciaty physician.



