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[t's about money,
not education

Greedy midsize school districts that have been pushing for
more money have asked the Kansas Supreme Court to take over
Kansas schools and order the Legislature to spend nearly a billion
dollars more on education this year.

We hope the court will realize the wrongness of this position,
but there are no guarantees in the crazy age we live in.

It’s time for Kansas taxpayers to wake up.

There is no crisis in education, except the one created by this

Appalling.

lawsuit.

Kansas schools function well. They are among the best in the

nation.

Sure, they could use more money. Couldn’t we all?

Butit's the Legislature’s job to divide the pie, and the Legisla-
ture has done what it can for schools without raising taxes.

There is no way to get the billion dollars these greedy school
districts want without a huge tax hike. The people running them
don’t care. They just want money.

Rural school districts and school boards ought to wake up, too.

The money the midsize districts want is the money our schools
used to get for “low enrollment weighting.” This is supposed to
cover the extra costs of running a small, isolated district.

The latest school finance bill does away with this differential and
covers it with a one-time increase in the per-pupil base. That's a
scam that will come back to haunt rural schools.

To be fair, the midsize districts are not really out to destroy
western Kansas schools, but we will suffer for their wants.

Their real targets are the growing, popular “ex urban” districts
that surround city schools in Salina, Topeka, Wichita and other
eastern cities. The districts lack the “city” problems like drugs,
violence and crowding that plague larger districts. They draw
students — and money — from city schools. And because of low-
enrollment weighting, they get more money for each student.

City schools see this. They hate these smaller neighbors.

Make no mistake. This is not about the disadvantaged or the
downtrodden. It’s not about minority students or special educa-

tion.
It’s the money.

And if we don’t do something now, our schools out here won’t

have any.

The way our government is supposed to work, the Legislature
decides how to spend the state’s money and how much to tax

citizens. Not the courts.

Unless we want to be taxed to death, that’s the way it should

stay.

The Supreme Court needs to keep out of school finance and let

the Legislature do its job.

This is a money issue, not a legal problem, and the court needs

to see that.

Otherwise, we are facing a constitutional crisis in this state.

— Steve Haynes
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Life W|thout TVIsnot that bad

heother night, | asked Jimtotake
I me someplaceexpensive. Hedid.
Tothegasstation.

Didyoueverthink youwouldlivetosee
the day when $2-a-gallon gas sounded
like abargain? | hate to be the voice of
gloomand doom, but pricesareexpected
to peak at $2.35 agallon thissummer.

Avery smartlady talkedtometheother
night when wewereeating at alocal res-
taurant. | know she was smart, because
she agreed with me. She too had been
practicingthe*slow down” theory of gas
consumption. She is a stay-at-home,
home-schooling mom who can make a
tank of gaslast morethan aweek.

| can’ttopthat, but | am definitely get-
ting more miles out of each fillup. Jim
sleepswhilel drive, anyway. Thisway he
getsalonger nap.

—ob—

For sometime, Jimand| havediscussed
theprosand consof eliminatingtelevision
from our lives. We have lots of friends
who have done it, and their lives seem
better for the change. We' re both kind of
“news junkies’ and couldn’t bear the
thought of lifewithout “ Fox and Friends’
or Bill O’ Reilly. Jimisahistory nut, and

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:
Professional athletes should be heroes, not drug addicts

TotheEditor:

| wasinshock when| heard someof the
testimoniesgivenrecentlyinregardtothe
useof drugsby our major leaguebasebal
players, aswell asother sports.

Thereport that as many as 500,000 of
our young student athl eteshad used drugs
really shook me up. There was areport
that as many as 1in 15 had used illega
enhancement supplementsof somekind.
Thisisstaggering.

The major league policy is puny; itis
ridiculous. Mgjor league baseball isin
denial. It hastraded integrity for dollars.

| would like to see all professional
sports adopt the Olympic International

policy. They now govern over 150,000
athletesworldwide. Last year, only one-
half of one percent of the athletes tested
positive.

For thosecaught cheating, | wouldlike
toseeat |east one-year suspension. If they
are caught asecondtime, | would liketo
seethem bannedfor life.

High-profile athletes in college and
professional sports send signals to our
youngsters, who dream of being like
them.

Over my years, | think of true role-
model athleteswho have given memuch
enjoyment and memories.

In baseball were Elden Auker, Babe
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Ruth, LouGehrig, StanMusial, Ted Wil -
liams, Jackie Robinson, Hank Aaron,
WillieMaysand Cal Ripken Jr.

Football players | admired included
Bart Starr, Joe Montana, Barry Sanders
and Gale Sayers.

Men basketball playersof noteinclude
Jerry West, Oscar Robertsonand Michael
Jordan. Standout women playersinclude
Jackie Stilesand Lynette Woodward.

Track starsinmy memory include Jesse
Owens, Al Oerter, Nolan Cromwell and
JmRyun.

Ingolf,youhaveJack Nicklaus, Arnold
Palmer and Tiger Woods.

Menwhol admiredastheir mentorsand
coacheswere Phog Allen, John Wooten,
Jim Valvano, Dean Smith, Tex Winter,
TomOsborneand Alex Francis. And, the
list goesonand on.

It would be good to see the NCAA
implement strong standardsfor useof il-
legal substances.

Twenty-nine states have now adopted
standardsfor illegal substancesfor their
high schools. | hopewewill soon seethis
inforcein all states. Maybe sometime
soonwewill have zero useby athletes of
illegal substancesand alcohoal.

| urge you to contact Congressman
Jerry Moranor Senator Pat Roberts. They
can passon your commentsto Mr. Davis
and Mrs. Waxman, chairmen of thecom-
mittee.

| hopethiswill helpour youngmenand
womenstudent athleteslivetheir dreams.

| thank The Telegramfor the privilege
toexpressmy views.

P.S. Don’'t forget to thank our coaches
for their time, effortsand guidanceof our
young athletes.

Jack Ward
Norton

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

| can’t get enough of “ Decorating Cents”
and*“ Clean Sweep.”

Oneweek, two days, four hoursand 19
minutes ago, we decided to go “ cold tur-
key” and giveuptelevision.

Actualy, that’ snot quitetrue.

Tosay “wedecided” issomewhat of a
misnomer. Thesatellitecompany actually
decidedfor us. | guess| misplacedthehill
(it gotlost onthetable), it didn’t get paid
and our reception was discontinued. Af-
ter much discussion, our decision wasto
NOT hock the family sterling to get
enough money together to have the ser-
vicerestored within the hour.

It' sgoing pretty well. We' rerediscov-
ering the art of conversation. Jim says

something, | reply. Then| say something,
heresponds. It’ sreally quite something.

I’m reading abook. | loveto read. Al-
wayshave. But, over theyears, | claimed
to never have enough time to read. It
true, | didn’'t have enoughtime... | was
wasting it al watching TV.

I’mnot to the point wherel’ m ready to
say, " Sell the TV set! We' renever watch-
ingitagain.” But, | think we' rebothready
tosay, “Let’ snotever allow that littlebox
to control our livesagain.”

—ob—

Didyouremember wearefeeding twc
baby calves? From the first day we had
them, Jim began calling one Suzy-Q,
which left the other needing a moniker.
Our granddaughter Alexandria usually
names them, but she conceded when &
friend, who demanded to remain anony-
mous, came up with anamefor the other
calf. He suggested Barby. Y ou know,
Barby-Q.

It stuck. But out of respect, and so they
don’t get nervous, wejust call them Suzy
and Barby.

TotheEditor:

Seeing the beautiful cherry treesin
full bloom thisyear reminds me of the
late Dr. Katel. Hansen of Logan, who
served asamissionary of musicin Ja-
pan from 1907 to 1941 — and also for
aperiod of time after thewar.

She keenly appreciated all things
beautiful, especially music, literature
and nature.

Hereisanexcerptfromtwoof herlet-
terswrittenin 1947:

“1 think our spring came earlier this
year thanyours, fromyour description.
InTokyo, thefirst of April thecherries
wereinfull bloom. In Sendai the early
cherriesarejust gone. They weremuch
morepink thanthe Tokyo onesthisyear
for some reason. We have two very
large old ones of the Tokyo variety in
theyard, whichwereinvery full bloom
and stayed onfor two weeksor so. But
wedo missthetenvarietieswehavein
our Junikencho garden!

From her book, “Kate Hansen, the
GrandestMissiononEarth- FromKan-
sas to Japan 1907-1951 by Dane and
Polly Balesand CalvinE. Harbin, pages
287-289, shewrote, “ Y esterday Lydia
and| wentintheafternoontocall onMr.
Y ukio Ozaki, 91 years old, who is
known hereand inthe U.S.A. for sev-
eral things — as the only member of
Parliament who has served without a
break since Parliament was organized
inthe 1870s; asthe outstanding liberal
leader wholedtheoppositiontothewar
with America, and escaped beingkilled
timeafter time, perhapsbecause of his
age; and in America, as the man who
gave the cherry trees to the city of
Washington, when he was mayor of
Tokyo, and who was invited to visit
Americathis spring, and addressed
both houses of Congress.

“Lydiaand| hadknownhislatewife,

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:
Trees bring thoughts of someone special

the authoress Theodora Yei, in our
early summershere, and had met him,
but had not seenhimsinceMrs. Osaki’ s
death some years ago. But on aMon-
day, arainy day, | happenedtomeethis
secretary at theentranceontheroadto
Usui Pass, and had asked if Mr. Ozaki
was in Karuizawa. The secretary in-
sistedthat | comeinfor tea. Mr. Ozaki
spokeexcellent English.

“Hetold usthat hefeltthat hiswhole
political life had been afailure, when
his party couldn’t prevent war. ‘The
best thing | ever did,” he said, ‘wasto
send the cherry trees to Washington.
But | never daredtoexplaintomy coun-
trymen my reason for sending them, if
I had, mobs would have been coming
from every direction to kill me. | sent
thetrees as an expression of gratitude
to President Theodore Roosevelt and
the American peoplefor saving Japan
by mediating at the close of the war
withRussia. | knew that Japan wasex-
hausted, and at theend of her resources,
and could not have continued thewar.
But the Japanese Army had concealed
the facts and made the people believe
the Japanesewerewinningthewar and
would get much territory and a great
indemnity. So when the treaty terms
were announced, there was rioting in
Tokyo and almost arevolution. Now,
at last, | cantell why | was so grateful
to America and wish to express my
gratitude; but I never could before.’

“Yesterday as Lydiaand | were at
lunch, herecamethesecretary withtwo
cardssigned by Mr. Ozaki, tothank us
in his namefor our visit, and to apolo-
gizefor Mr. Ozaki that hecouldnot thank
usin person, ashislegswerenot strong
enoughto permit himto climbour hill.”

Mrs. DaneG. Bales
Box 185, Logan, Kan.
(785) 689-4328




