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lsamendment
really necessary?

We’ve heard a lot of rhetoric back and forth on the Constitu-
tional amendment on marriage from people with strong convic-
tions and firm beliefs.

After looking at all that has been said about the issue, we agree
with Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh’s assessment of it:

Beware the law of unintended consequences.

It’s always amazing that something that seems so simple can
turn out to be so complicated; that something that seems so clear
can be muddied; that something that seems so basic can be so
infinitely varied.

As it stands today, Kansas law states that marriage is a contract
between one man and one woman. Period.

Why then do we need a constitutional amendment?

What good will this do us?

Will it change our law? No.

Will it make it harder for that law to be changed? Yes.

Is there any great pressures to change Kansas law to allow
polygamy or same-sex marriages? No.

The law we have is enough. We believe that fear of same-sex
marriages is driving those in favor of this amendment.

Fear is not a good reason for making new laws, as we have seen
with the ridiculous regulations of the Patriot Act and many others.

The Patriot Act was passed quickly to deal with the threat of
terrorism after the Sept. 11 attacks. It has become so invasive to
personal privacy that 200-year-old liberties are being tossed out.

Drug laws, passed due to fear, are causing people to be told
that suspicion of wrongdoing is the same as conviction. If you
don’t believe this, take $10,000 in cash, put it in your pocket and
go speeding on I-70. You will soon find that the police have your
money and you have the responsibility to show that you got it
legally.

So where does that leave us with the marriage amendment?

The amendment doesn’t just say marriage is between one man
and one women. It goes on to say that, “No relationship, other
than a marriage, shall be recognized by the state as entitling the
parties to the rights or incidents of marriage.”

Does this mean that the child of lesbian or gay parents won’t be
able to get health insurance?

Will an elderly woman, who has lived with an elderly man for
many years without marriage because it reduces their Social
Security benefits, not be able to collect his life insurance or be the
one to say how and where he is buried?

We’re all for marriage. We believe it is between one man and
one woman. But we feel that we might live to regret the unin-
tended consequences of thisamendment.

Vote no. — Cynthia Haynes
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area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

O Governor Kathleen Sebelius, 300 O U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443
SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan. 66612. Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C.
(785) 296-2332 20515. (202) 225-2715; fax (202) 225-
O U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart 5124

Senate Office Building, Washington, O State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State
D.C. 20510. Capitol Building, Room 128-S, Topeka,
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-3514 Kan. 66612.

O U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 (785) 296-7399

Hart Senate Office Building, Washing- O State Rep. John Faber, 181 W. Capi-
ton, D.C. 20510. tol Building, Topeka, Kan. 66612.
(202) 224-6521 (785) 296-7500

TE

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

ITHE NORTON

ELEGRAM

ISSN 1063-701X

215S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 . STAFF . :
CynthiaHaynes .............. editor and publisher
Publishedeach TuesdayandFriday byHaynes  Veronica MONIer ....ovvvvevveivin, staff reporter
Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave., Norton, ;
Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage paid at DICKBOY .o Blue.Jay spt_)rts
Norton, Kan. 67654. CarolynPIOtS ..........cccooeevnr. society editor
Postmaster: Send address changestoNorton ~ Sherry Hickman ..., circulation
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 EricWeeden ..........ccccevvevnen. advertising rep.
Official newspaper of Norton and Norton yjicki Henderson .......... computer production
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa- Susie Marbl t ducti
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the usie Marple .............. computer production
Nebraska Press Association Sonya Montgomery ................. bookkeeping
Nor’West Newspapers
DickandMaryBethBoyd — agee—® A NS A4 g~ ...
Publishers, 1970-2002 NN

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

& _—cP

1 GUESS THIG MEANS

T CAN |
GTOP COMPLAINING WE CAN'T
ABOUT THe Agi&'?éo

HIGH COST OF GROCBRIES...
COST OF GROCERES THE STORE.

[t
il

!
!

/
{“!n

|

e .,
",

@'056}?[@ '
TN axuaTTAN Mencumy

Freedom is based on right to disagree

cent | etter to the editor regarding my
columnaboutthe Terry Schiavocase.
| am afirm believer welearn whenwe
arechallengedwith new thoughtsor are-
hashing of old ones. The greatest thing
about democracy isshared ideasand in-
dividual interpretation based on our be-
liefsand experiences.

Theability andgoa toagreetodisagree
isprobably thesinglemostimportant fac-
tor in keeping democracy alive. Without
thefreedom of speech, thefreedom of re-
ligion and the freedom of the press we
would bemiredinfutility.

My husband often saysthepeoplewho
agreewithusandthosewhodisagreewill
citethesamereasons. And | believethat
to betrue.

The people who called saying they
liked the article cited the very reasons
Mrs. Richmond had for dislikingit.

Good healthy discussion without per-
sonal attacksgivesusall achancetoreaf-
firmour beliefsandview additional infor-
mation. Thiscasecrossesparty lines, gen-
erationsandreligiousbeliefsandthereare
No easy answers.

Congressiond interventioninthiscase
poses a great threat to the foundation of
our Constitution.

Thelack of aguorumduringthevoteon
March 21 should signal to all agrave
breach of our system.*

Lawswill undoubtedly be formulated
based onemotion however, thepassing of
suchimportant | egislation should adhere
toexpected procedureand rulesof order.

I applaud Stacy Richmond for her re

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

At atime when we are faced with an
increasing number of children lacking
healthcare, inadequateeducationfunding
and afar-away war, the United States
Congressgatheringin® emergency” mid-
night session for thispurpose seemsabit
irresponsible.

Any involvement in this matter would
best beleft to lower government entities
if lefttoany government at all. Each state
is privileged to have its own governing
body and Floridais no exception. It has
itsownjudicial system, executivebranch
and legislature.

| am not in a position to judge Terry
Schiavo'slifebeforeor after her cardiac
arrest.

| aminnopositiontojudgeher husband
or his motives or her parents and their
motives.

What | amin aposition to doismain-
tainand participateinagovernment dedi-
cated to preserving individual rights.

Mrs. Richmond encouraged us to get
out and vote.

Votingisour responsibility. Although
| have my wishes as to the outcome of
elections, | seeit asfar moreimportantto

votethanonhow wevote. | won'talways
agreewiththeoutcome, but | will forever
standfirmintheright tovoteour mindand
heart.

Our participationinwhat isnot only &
privilege but aso an undeniable right is
thefoundation of democracy.

— mkw —

* OnMarch 19, congressional leaders
announced that they were drafting abill
which would transfer the case from state
courttothefederal court. Inthevery early
hours of March 21, Congress approved
emergency legislation.

Despite an absence of a quorum, the
Senate approvedthebill (S. 686 CPS) by
voicevote. Thebill passed unanimously,
with 97 senators not present.

Meanwhile, inthe House, deliberation
continued during anunusual Sunday ses-
sion. When it came to avote, the motion
waspassed 203-58 (156 Republicansanc
47 Democratsinfavor, five Republicans
and53Democratsagainst), with 174 Rep-
resentatives (74 Republicans and 100
Democrats) not present for thevote. The
voteconcluded at 12:41 am.

President Bushreturned from vacation
at hisPrairie Chapel Ranchin Crawford,
Texas, and signed the bill at 1:11 am.
when it became Public Law 109-3 Addi-
tional information containing ahistory of
theTerry Schiavo casecanbefoundat the
following web-site, which is also the
source for the legislative information.
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Terri_Schiavo.

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Man disagrees with school district’s decision to reroof

TotheEditor,

Saveit. Don'treplaceit.

Thishasbeen our corporate philosophy
since 1933. It has cometo our attention
that bidsarenow beingtakenfor theroofs
at thethree schoolsin the Norton School
District. Thespecificationsarecallingfor
removal and replacement ... which takes
our company by surprise since we have
been successfully maintainingtheseroofs
since 1971.

These roofs have weathered storms,
rain, sleet, snow, highwinds, andextreme
temperature changes without problems.
Withtheexceptionof ahailstormseverd
years ago that caused some damage,
(which the roofing company furnished
material s free to make the necessary re-
pairs), theseroofsarestill watertight, well
maintai ned, and performing up to expec-
tations. We sure haven't heard any com-
plaintsfromthestudents, teachers, main-
tenancepersonnel or theprincipal sabout
any roof leaks.

We agreethat it istime to make some
minor repairs and re-coat these roofs to
extend the roof warranty. The cost to do
thisroof maintenancework is$271,000.

But, for some reason, the Norton
School Board, working with ahired con-
sultant, has decided to tear off these per-
fectly good roofs and replace at acost of
over $750,000 when $271,000 will do.

Couldn’'t thedifference ($479,000) be
better utilized by the school district?

Someone needs to ask the superinten-
dent or the school board or theconsultant
this question — and the sooner, the bet-
ter— beforeyour roof investmentistorn
off and hauled to the city dump.

Eventheroofing contractorslooking at
theschool roof toformul atetheir bidsper
for proposed re-roofing specificationsare
wondering why they need to beremoved
and replaced.

M aybethesuperintendent knowsmore
about roofing than these roofing profes-
sionals—including our company, which
hasbeen doingtheroofingapplicationson
Norton schoolsfor the past 34 years.

Perhaps the consultant, hired by the
school district, isonly familiar with new

roof construction and doesn’t know how
toextendtheservicelifeof existingroofs
— and savetheschool district adollar or
two — and in this case, close to half ¢
million dollars.

Why are we, or anyone else for that
matter, not being all owed an opportunity
tosavetheseschool district roofsand con-
tinue to successfully extend the service
lifeonthem?

Itisa$479,000 question anditisyour
tax dollars at stake. All we can do at this
pointisask the question. But, youwould
think this situation warrants some due
diligence on somebody’ s part there in
middle America.

Harvey Knoll, Jr.
Knoll Building Maintenance
Osborne

Family thinks the vote should be ‘yes’

TotheEditor:

Injust afew days, wewill bevotingon
the Kansas Marriage Amendment. Pro-
tecting theinstitution of marriage— be-
tween oneman and onewoman—isone
of themost important issueswe K ansans
will face. Numerousstudiesby social sci-
entistsagreethat childrenraisedinhomes
with a mother and father are far more

stable, healthy, and happy. Allowing

same-sex marriage is damaging both to

our childrenand our society. Weurgeyou

tovote“Yes’ on the Marriage Amend-

ment next Tuesday, April 5. Our children
aredepending upon us.

Danand DebbieFielo

607 Pratt Ave.
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