Man
promotes
Norton

Businessman
came to town
from Nebraska

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Shawn Mortensen, owner of
Mortensen Computer Services,
saysheisapromoter of Nortonand
a staunch supporter of rural eco-
nomic development.

He says he could be the poster
boy for economicdevelopmentin
Northwest Kansasandbelievesin
what heis doing and what can be
done

WhileMr. Mortensenwasastu-
dent at theUniversity of Nebraska
inKearney, hetook all thebusiness
courses offered. But, needing
something more challenging, he
tried his hand at a computer
course.

In hisownwordshe*did horri-
bly.”

But, he persevered, took the
course again and “aced” it. This
began hislife’swork in technol -
ogy combined with business.

In 1999, Mr. Mortensen had
beenworkingwithan|nternet ser-
vice provider in Kearney, but had
his eyes open for something el se,
since the job market was so satu-
rated.

Heappliedforandgot aposition
with Valley Hope Association in
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Shawn Mortensen at the computer in his new office located at 101 S. Norton.

their corporateoffice. Atthattime,
hedidn’tevenknow whereNorton
was, he said. He had to look at a
maptofindit.

Following two years with Val-
ley Hope, heworked for the Kan-
sasDepartment of Transportation.

InJanuary of 2003, hemadethe
decision to go into business for
himself andwiththehelp of alow-
interest, economic development
loan, (which is almost paid off)
fromNorton County commission-
ers, Mortensen Computer Ser-
viceswasborn.

Next, he applied to the City of
Nortonfor an expansionloanand
gotit.

The business had been located
on Holme, but in November they
moved to alarger officeat 101 S.
Norton.

“Things have really snow-
balled,” Mr. Mortensen said.

With more than 1,300 custom-
ersinNorthwest Kansas, Morten-
sen Computer Services does ev-
erything connectedwithhomeand
business personal computers.

His company offers spy ware
and virus removal, web design,
custom software, programming,
software development, network-
ing and isawebsite host.

Ontheretail side the store car-
riesflat panels, printers, ink car-
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A baby pigmy goat stood among a stand of daffodils last week. The young ani-
mal is being hand-raised by Blaine and Susie Marble on their farm near Almena.
— Telegram photo by Susie Marble

tridges, CD burners, DVD drives,
USB cables and Dell and Equs
personal computers.

“We have hit the highest retail
level withDell,” hesaid.“Andwe
arecheaper than most other retail -
ers.”

Mr. Mortensen is full of ideas
andplans. Hehasavisiontomake
Norton atechnological hub. He
foresees installing remote soft-
ware to enable histechniciansto
work on personal computersany-
wherein the world; he envisions
Nortonasacall center; and acen-
ter for weekly computer classes.
Even now, his company has the
capability of installing web cams
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— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

and offering management infor-
mation systems.

For aguy whodidn’tevenknow
whereNortonwasafew yearsago,
ShawnMortensenand Mortensen
Computer Services feels heis
hel ping put the town on the map.

Other employeesareKimWick-
er, office manager, and Jeff Mc-
Clelland, technician.

Mr. Mortensen and his wife,
Melanie, have three children,
Lindsay, 19; Chelsea, 17, and
Landon, 13.

To contact Mortensen Com-
puter Servicescall 874-4844 or go
to their website at: mortensen-
computerservices.com.

offer

two-week cancer course

Norton County Hospital is
bringing telemedicineto areaon-
cology patients.

In April, Good Samaritan
Health Systems out of Kearney,
Neb., will facilitatethe American
Cancer Society’s “l Can Cope”
program at the hospital .

Thisisan educational program
for patients with cancer and their
families and friends. The course
includes lectures, audio-visual

programs and group discussions.
Presentations are made by ateam
of health care professionalsin-
cluding physicians, nurses, dieti-
tiansand counsel ors.

“] Can Cope” consists of four,
two-hour classes. The meetings
will be held at the hospital from
1:30-3:30 p.m., Wednesday and
Friday, April 6, 8, 13 and 15.

Call Carol Elling, registered
nurse, at the hospital, 877-3351.

Commodities distribution set

TheNorton County Senior Citi-
zens will distribute government
surplus food for low income
people of all ages in Norton
County next Friday.

Distribution will be from 9-11
am.inAlmenaat the Senior Cen-
ter; from2-3p.m.inLenoraat the

Senior Center; from 2-4 p.m. in
Norton at the Senior Center; and
from2:30-3:30p.m.inClaytonat
thelibrary.

Food includes peaches, orange
juice, spaghetti, spaghetti sauce,
green beans, dried cherries, rice
and walnuts.

Voters will have say on marriage amendment

By KATHRYN BURKE

Along with choosing school
board and city council members
Tuesday, voterswill say yesor no
to a state constitutional amend-
ment on marriage.

A “yes’ vote would support
amending Article 15 of the state
Constitutiontodefinemarriageas
between “one man and one
woman.”

A “no” would leave the consti-
tution asit stands, with no section
on marriage.

There has been little to almost
notalkinNortonabout theamend-
ment, although acoupleof people
did comment onit.

“It'sastand on the principlesof
theBible,” said PaulaStrayer,who
worksat BridgesGroupinNorton.
“Those principles are based on a
marriage between a man and a
woman. | guessit’snot really my
opi nion, but something mandated
thousands of years ago and it’s
what | believe.

“1 think thiscountry wasbuilton
thoseprinciplesandthey arewhat
our forefathershad inmind. If we
want to stand behind that, then |
think we should vote‘yes'.”

County councelor and Norton
attorney Doug Sebeliussaid heis
comfortable with the law asit is
written now.

“My religiousfaithtellsmethat
marriage is between one woman
and oneman,” hesaid. “But | can
seenodangerinhavingacivil con-
tract betweenthosewho chooseto
have alternate lifestyles. It boils

down to what danger is there to
traditional marriageinallowinga
contract between gays.

“1 don'tliketheapproachtaken
in this amendment. The second
part, or partb,ismoreanelimina-
tion and oppression of rightsthan
anything else. Gays should be al -
lowed to their rights to contract
like what is alowed now. | don’t
feel theconstitutional amendment
isnecessary, especially whenitis
trying to prevent the rights that
othersshould have.

“We need to think longer and
harder about changing important
documents such as the constitu-
tion. People are approaching this
from a perspective of fear, rather
than reason. They’ re confusing
faithwith civil law.”

A statewide group, called the
Kansansfor Fairness, wasformed
to defeat the amendment.

Bruce Ney, the group’s chair-
man, says he's outraged that we
would even consider an amend-
ment that “is meant only to hurt
Kansascitizens.”

The organization teamed up
with 50 ministersfrom acrossthe
stateto put together al etter against
the amendment. The letter says
that peopleof faithcananddodis-
agree on the amendment.

“This amendment would hurt
people, threaten religious liberty
and stifle the diverse religious
voicesin Kansas,” the ministers
said. “For all these reasons, we
urgeall Kansans, and particularly,
all Kansansof faith, tovote NO.”

Kansaslaw already definesmar-
riage as a civil contract between
two persons of opposite sex and
declaresall other marriagesto be
contrary topublicpolicy andvoid,
says Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion No. 1601.

Theamendment would prohibit
thestatefromrecognizing any re-
|ationship other than marriage as

entitling the partiesto the “rights
or incidents of marriage.”

Theproposition for theamend-
ment reads:

(a) Themarriagecontractistobe
considered in law as a civil con-
tract. Marriageshall beconstituted
by oneman and onewoman only.
All other marriagesaredeclaredto
becontrary tothe public policy of
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thisstateand are void.

(b) Norelationship, otherthana
marriage, shall be recognized by
the state asentitling the partiesto
therightsor incidentsof marriage.

The amendment is being
brought to avote of the peopleaf-
ter being passed by atwo-thirds
majority in the both houses of the
state Legislature.

election

mixed up

Newspaper gets
wrong names
for candidates

VotersinJenningsmay bealittle
confused about whoisrunningfor
the Jennings School Board in the
election Tuesday after anarticlein
TheOberlinHerald printed candi-
dates namesfrom 2003.

TheOberlin newspaper printed
that Lawrence Carter, Sarah Car-
ter, Sheila Rhodes and Aden
Schillig were al running for the
board. Thosewerethe candidates
fromtwo yearsago.

Thereisactually only one per-
son in Jennings who hasfiled for
the board. Frances Bader is run-
ning for a two-year term on the
board. Thereisoneother two-year
term open and three four-year
terms, whichwill havetobefilled
by write-in candidates.

Editor’'s Note: Thisstoryisbe-
ing run at the request of The
OberlinHerald sincethat newspa-
per will not publish another issue
beforetheelection.

CORRECTION

IntheFriday, March 25, edition
of The Norton Telegram, Cody
Lowry was incorrectly listed as
Cody Hardy inthe Northern Val-
ley School honor roll on Page 8.

Information was incorrectly
givento The Telegram.
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The Norton Telegram will cor-
rect or clarify anything that is
wrong in a news story. Call our
officeat877-3361toreporterrors.
Webelievenewsstoriesshould be
fair and factual, and want you to
tell usabout any failuretolive up
to thisstandard.

The Family of
Lucille

Stackhouse

Would like to invite
Lucille’s friends and rela-
tives to her 90th Birthday
Party on April 9 from 2 to
4 p.m. at Whispering Pines
in Norton, KS.

If you can’t attend please
send her a birthday greet-
ing at 113 Whispering
Pines, Norton, KS 67654

Opportunity to Join a Large,
Fast Growing Organization

SEEKING: Accounting Personnel: Applicants must
have knowledge of Excel, be detail oriented, and work
well with others. Accounting experience preferred.

SEEKING: Computer Programmer: Assist in Pro-
gramming Development and Maintenance of Pro-
grams. Degree or equivalent experience required.

SEEKING: Web Designer: Design and maintain cor-
porate web sites. Degree or equivalent experience

required.

Applications can be picked up at
210 W. State, Phillipsburg, KS 67661,
Call 800-747-4237
Or send resume to careers@brookecorp.com




