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Some words Used
more than
they shoud be

We’ve noticed how some words tend to get in the collective
mind and stick, whether they ought to be there nor not.

Mandate comes to mind. It’s a perfectly good English word,
meaning an authoritative order, especially a written one. It’s not,
however, a synonym for order or require. It has a more specific

meaning.

If you listen to the bureaucrats, though, it’s mandate this and
mandate that. No one says require anymore. And “unfunded

mandates” are everywhere.

People say mandate when they’re not really sure what it means.
We’d like to mandate people to stop using the word.

Then there is fund.

There was a time when the use of funds was, at best, a genteel-
ism used in place of the more crass money. It might be used by a
banker or a particularly erudite bum in a movie. The word means
a supply that can be drawn upon, or a sum of money set aside for

some particular purpose.

Except in technical financial circles, it wasn’t thought of as a
verb. Today, it’s the hot synonym for money. Bureaucrats talk
about “getting some funding.” Officials say, “we’ll fund that.”

It’s not that it’s wrong; it’s just that it’s not the way “real

people” talk.

That’s one of the things about a bureaucracy. Bureaucrats set
themselves apart from the rest of us by talking lingo. And those
who hang around with them, like newspaper reporters, tend to

pick up the argot.

Every business has its lingo. Newspaper people talk about tabs
and cutlines and inches like ordinary people knew what they
meant. (That’s tabloid, a paper size; a photo caption; and column
inches, a unit of square measure, in case you wondered.)

But that kind of language doesn’t belong in public.

Everyone — school officials, teachers, public officials, reporters,
bureaucrats — has a duty to talk plain language when they’re

outside the shop.

It may be good to set yourself apart with “in” talk, but it’s not
good communication. Reporters spend hours trying to straighten
this stuff out, and not always too successfully.

There’s more — take community.

Community is everywhere, means everything. “The community
this, the community that.” People who say it just mean “people”

or “the town.”

But we know we’re fighting a losing battle here.

No one wants any of our unfunded mandates. Surely no one
will fund our crusade, if we’re allowed to use that term.

And we don’t think the community cares.

— Steve Haynes
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Whoever said Kansas i flat i wrong

irks me so much but there are some
thingsthat just don’ tmakesensetome
onany level.

ForinstanceK ansastakesal ot of flack
about being flat.

A year ago someone studied the situa-
tion and decided Kansas actually isflat-
ter than apancake.

They supposedly made amodel prov-
ingthat Kansasdoesnot haveenoughhills
and valesto compare to the holeswhere
the pancakerises.

Nonsense!

I havegiventhisalot of thought and did
alittleresearch. | don’t quite know what
you would compare Kansasto, but flat it
isn't.

Y ou seethe highest point in Kansasis
Mount Sunflower, elevation 4,039 feet,
and the lowest point isin Montgomery
County at 680 feet. The highest point is
almost six timesgreater than thelowest.

It isadifference of 3,359 feet. Many
states have less difference, including
North Dakota, New Jersey and Arkansas.

In general the stateisan incline— all
the county seats on the Colorado border
areabove3,250feetandall of thoseonthe

I t probably saysal ot about methat this

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Wildlife Commissioner asks people to support parks

Dear Editor:

I’mwritingtoencourageall Kansansto
express their support for state parks and
outdoor recreation. The Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlifeand Parksintroduced a
measurein the Kansas Senate thislegis-
lativesessionthat will providefor astable,
long-term funding sourcefor stateparks,
public wildlife areas, state fishing lakes
and community parks. SenateBill 87 will
create a $4 recreational access fee col-
lected with motor vehicle registrations
which allows all Kansas residents with
current registration free year-round ac-

cesstoall state parks.

By fiscal year 2006, our park system
will no longer be supported by the State
Generd Fund. Fifty yearsago, whenKan-
sasdedicated itsfirst park, 70 percent of
system funding came from the general
fund. TheK ansasDepartment of Wildlife
and Parks now manages 24 parks across
thestate, providingeveryonewithasplen-
did variety of outdoor opportunities, in-
cluding wildlife observation, camping,
hiking, fishing, biking, huntingandboat-
ing. Without adequatesupport, parkswill
openlater and closeearlier, cut services,
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and somemay closealtogether. Sinceal
Kansansbenefit fromagood park system
through tourism and economic devel op-
ment, a substantial increase in user fees
astheonly sourceisunpopular and unde-
pendable.

For thepersonwho purchasesanannual
park vehicle pass under the present law,
thisbill will save $41.50. A daily passis
currently $2.50 more than the proposed
feefor afull year.

One added benefit to instituting this
changewill betofund thedormant L ocal
Outdoor Recreation Grant Program.
Whentheparksdivisionhad sufficient tax
support in years past, local governments
received matching funds for their own
worthy park and recreation projects. A
portionof the$4 feewill beset asideeach
year for thisprogram, which at onetime
hel ped over 100 Kansas communities.

A new approach to preserving state
parks may very well spark new usage. |
can’t seeadownsideif thishappens. Ata
time when our society struggles with a
crisisin health care, alittle exercise and
recreation in the outdoors will go far in
preventing disease and disability. The
conceptissimple; greater activity, better
health.

Pleaselet your lawmakers know Kan-
sas needs SB 87 enacted. Our state hasa
wonderful, diverse system of parks that
should beguaranteed af uturebeyond our
lifetimes. Through this step, we can all
haveahandin protectingthenatural, cul-
tural and historical resourcesof Kansas.

Sincerely,

Doug Sebelius
KansasWildlife

and Parks Commission
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Missouri border are 1,000 feet or less.

And, if | was to make a pancake and
Montgomery County ended up being 16
inchthick, Mount Sunflower wouldbe1-
inch high. Time to level the stove,
Goodland would bedoughy and theeast-
ern third of the state would be burnt to a
crisp.

Thisisactually close to the truth. At
2,260 feet Norton would be perfect. The
west has traditionally been considered
unfinished. All pointsto the east — well
make up your own anal ogy.

It is obvious that eastern Kansas is
lower than western K ansas because that
istheway al theriversflow. Italsoseems
that all our best resources— our young
people, jobsandtax dollarsflow that way
also.

Getting anything to western Kansasis
an uphill battleall theway.

Everything travel sthe path of least re-

sistance, even manure — maybe that i<
why we get so many bad ideas out of To-
peka.

Another pet peeve of mineisthe BMI
(or body massindex).

Somefool decidedthat you shouldtake
you height times a certain number then
divide that by your weight. Or isit your
weighttimesacertainnumber and divide
it by your height? Either way, you then
check ascal eto discover your body mass.
Certain“masses’ aredesirable.

Maybel amwrong, but | am pretty sure
it doesn’ t matter what you divideby what
orwhichfigure(height or weight) youuse
where. It isjust a matter of the ratio of
height toweight.

So why not just divide your weight by
your height? Or better yet — look in ¢
mirror, that’ sall | doand unfortunately it
is pretty easy to tell, my “mass’ is not
good.

If youwant to believe Kansasisflatter
than apancake, goright ahead.

If you need a calculator to realize you
need to lose weight, figure away.

I justwish | didn’t haveto read about it
in the paper. And how | wish people
would quit believing thingsjust because
they read it somewhere, lots of other
peopleaccept it astrueor it appearsto be
scientific.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR:

Dear Cynthia,

I wishtothank theNorton Telegram
for thetremendous coveragegivento
thereunion of the 1951 State Basket-
ball Championship team. We are
grateful for the individual effort put
forthby Dick Boyd, SonyaMontgom-
ery and Carolyn Plotts. Without their
outstanding work the reunion would
not have been asuccess.

Y our printing of extracopiesof the
paper for uswasvery thoughtful. They

Man happy with reunion coverage

have been shared with family and
friendsall over the country. Itisnice
toknowthattherearestill great people
inNorton.

Will stopintoseeyouif I’'meverin

Norton again.
Go Blue Jays!
Rock Chalk Jayhawk!
Ray Bower
50 RiverdaleRd

Newark, OH 43055

Dear Editor:

I would liketo commend and thank
theCemetery Beautification Commit-
teefor their accomplishmentsthusfar.
| know they feel they havealongway
togoyet.

Norton is a beautiful town and we
have so muchto beproud of. Wehave
beautiful churches, schools, abeauti-
ful library andlovely parks. Our down-
town with all the floral plantingsin
variousplacesisal sobeautiful but our
cemetery leavesal ottobedesired. Our
forefatherswho plannedandbuiltthis
town and our loved oneswho arerest-
ing there also deserve a place of
beauty, dignity and peace.

Cemetery needs a helping hand

Thesepast few dry yearshave been
conduciveto growth of sandburs. Joe
and | havegonetotend family graves
and Joe has dug many. Could a pre-
emergent be used in early spring to
stop growth before seeds germinate?

Let’s get behind the beautification
committee and support them in their
efforts. Talk tothemand seewhat you
can do to help. Committee members
are: Beverly Klein, CarolynHiggason,
Alberta Slaby, Dorothy Brown, Alta
Fahrenbruch, Mark Kleinand Charles
Worden.

Sincerely,
RosettaM cFarland




