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Blue Jay boys eliminated in sub-state semi-finals

By DICK BOYD

For the second year in arow,
Coach Doug Reusink’s Norton
Community High School boys
basketball team has been elimi-
nated in the semi-finals of the
Class 3A Sub-State Tournament
by ThomasM orePrep of Haysand
by the same 50-47 score.

Thegamewasplayed Friday in
Cimarron, the host school.

This year the scenario was a
little different, however, aslast
year the Blue Jays were beaten
with athree-point basket by Tho-
mas More Prep at the buzzer and
this year Norton trailed much of
the game and could have sent the
contestintoovertimewithathree-
point field goal astimeran out.

Just aslast season, it wasahard
fought game but the No.1 seeded
Blue Jays were playing catchup
most of thetime against the No.4
seeded Monarchs.

Norton trailed 11-7 after one
quarter and by just 22-21 at half-
timebut the Monarchsoutscored
them21-10inthethird quarter and
thefinal stanzabeganwithNorton
behind 43-31. To the Blue Jays
credit, they battled back and
outscored the Monarchs 16-7 to
bring the game down to thewire.

“I didn’t think either team
played very well inthefirst half,”
said Coach Reusink.

“In the second half, we played
pretty well and had our opportuni-
tiesto scorebut just didn’t get the
job done. Their sizehurt ussome.

“We can play better but |
couldn’t ask for any better effort
onour part. Wefought totheend.”

Norton ended the seasonwith a
15-7record. TheBlueJaystiedfor
second in the Mid-Continent
League and placed third in the
|eague tournament.

Intheother semi-final gameon
Friday, No.6 seeded Cimarron
pulled their second upset of the
tournamentwhenthey edgedNo.2
seeded Holcomb 55-53. Cimarron
outscored No.3 Phillipsburg 54-
52 inthefirst round.

In Saturday’s championship fi-
nals, Thomas More Prep easily
defeated Cimarron 70-52 to earn
aberth in thisweek’s State Tour-
namentinHutchinson. Inthegirls
championship contest, Holcomb
defeated Thomas More Prep-
Marian 51-46 to advance to the
state tournament. Holcomb beat
the Norton girls 44-36 in
Thursday’s semi-finals.

In another boys tournament
game of local interest, Osborne
handed Tregotheir firstlossof the
season by a 73-50 score in the
Class 2A finalsin Smith Center.

In girls tournament games of

interest, Hoxieremained unbeaten
witha70-59winover Deerfieldin
theL eoti sub-statetoearnatripto
the state tournament. Hoxie was
ranked No.2 in the state and
Deerfield No.3 at the end of the
regular season. The Colby girls
also earned a state tournament
berth with a 52-37 win over
Goodland in the Class 4A state
sub-statein Larned and the Trego
girls made it to the state tourna-
ment witha52-45finalswinover
Oberlin in the 2A sub-state in
Smith Center.

Nortonhelda5-4leadwith3:29
leftinthefirst quarter after senior
point guard Kyle Kats stole the
ball and drove the length of the
court and wasfouled. He hit both
freethrows. TheBlueJays' junior
center Heath Vincent, who scored
for Norton to start the game, hit
another basket with 37 seconds
left and Norton trailed 11-7 after
one stanza.

Senior guard Aaron Overlease |

accountedfor Norton'sother point
onafreethrow.

Overlease stole the ball and
drove for two pointsthat tied the
score at 13-all with 5:05 remain-
inginthefirst half. Maddy scored
totieit at 15-all. Thomas More
took a19-15lead but Katshit two
freethrowsand Maddy scored on
alayup with 1:30 left to tie the
score at 19-all. After aMonarch
three-point basket, Vincent scored
on arebound shot at the buzzer to
makeit a22-21 gameat intermis-
sion.

Katsfed Maddy for two-points
and Overlease stole the ball and
drovefortwomoretomakeita2s-
all gamewith 6:18leftinthethird
quarter. ThomasMoreresponded
with six more points, then Maddy
scored anditwas31-27 with 4:23
remaining. The Blue Jays were
outscored 12-4therest of thequar-
ter, however, astheM onarchsbuilt
a43-31 advantage. Norton’sfina
four points came on a layup by
Maddy after an assist from Kats
and alayup by Kats after asteal.

Kats started the final stanza by
draining a three-point shot and
drilling two freethrowsto cut the
Monarchleadto43-36. Following
two Thomas More Prep free
throws, Kats fed senior forward
Justin Shirk for two points. Maddy
was fouled and hit afree throw,
Katsburied two more charitiesto
make it a 45-41 game with 3:33
left.

After aThomas More timeout,
they scored inside but Maddy re-
sponded with a two-point basket
fortheBlueJaystomakethescore
47-43 with 2:55 remaining. A
ThomasM orefreethrow extended
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Norton senior point guard Kyle Kats drives with the ball
in heavy traffic to score in the Blue Jays’ 50-47 loss to
Thomas More Prepin the Class 3A Sub-State Tournament
semi-finals on Friday in Cimarron. Kats finished his prep

their lead to 48-43 but Kats re-
bounded and scoredwith 1:49 1 eft
tomakeit a48-45 contest.

The Jays got the ball back and
Overlease rebounded a missed
shot and scored with 22.9 seconds
on the scoreboard clock to put
Nortonwithinonepoint at 48-47.
TheJayshadtofoul toregainpos-
sessionbuttwo ThomasM orefree
throwsextended the M onarch ad-
vantage to 50-47 with just 13.7
seconds remaining in the contest
and season for the loser. Norton
brought the ball down court and
gotonelast three-point attempt but
it missed themark and theNorton
Season was over.

Norton will lose seven seniors
off this year’s squad. They are
Kyle Kats, Seth Mills, Aaron
Overlease, Jason Green, Ryan
Maddy, Josh Jackson and Justin
Shirk.

“| surehatetolosethisgroup of
seniors,” said Coach Reusink.
“The fact that | won't be able to
coach them anymore hurts more
thanlosingthisgame. It hasreally

been fun coaching them.

“Thanksto all the parents and
our fansfor their support through-
out the season.”

Kyle Kats completed his high
school basketball career with 17
points, six rebounds, seven steals
andthreeassists. Katshitjust 1 of
6 from beyond the arc for 17 per-
cent but was 3 of 6 fromtwo-point
rangefor 50 percent accuracy and
4-12 overall for 33 percent. From
the free throw line, he was a per-
fect 8 of 8 for 100 percent accu-
racy.

Ryan Maddy finished his prep
career with 13 points, seven re-
boundsand two steals. Hemissed
all six three-point tries but was 6
of 14 fromtwo-point rangefor 43
percent. He also hit 1 of 5 free
throws.

AaronOverleasecompletedhis
high school career with 7 points,
two rebounds, four stealsand two
assists. Hemissed boththree-point
attempts but hit a perfect 3 of 3
two-pointtriesfor 100 percent. He
was also 1 of 2 from the charity
stripe.

career with 17 points, six rebounds, seven steals and
three assists. The Monarchs’ Trevor Schmidt is on de-

fense.

Brandon Bieker was leading
scorer for ThomasMorePrepwith
12 points.

Asateam, Norton hit just 1 of
15trey triesfor 7 percent, 17 of 32
two-point attemptsfor 53 percent
and 18 of 47 overall for 38 percent.

The Monarchs swished 3 of 6
fromlong rangefor 50 percent, 16
of 34 two-point tries for 47 per-
cent and 19 of 40 overall for 48
percent.

Fromthefreethrow line, Norton
connected on 10 of 16 for 63 per-
cent and ThomasMore Prep hit 9
of 11 for 82 percent.

The Blue Jays were
outrebounded 26-22. Norton
grabbed 9 offensiveand 13 defen-
sive caroms and Thomas More
Prep pulled down 6 offensiveand
20 defensive boards.

Maddy was leading Norton
rebounder with 7, followed by
Kats, 6; Shirk, Vincent, 3 each;
Overlease, 2; Mills, 1.

Shirk blocked | shot.

The Blue Jays had 13 stealsin
the game. Kats led with 7, fol-
lowed by Overlease, 4; Maddy, 2.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

The Blue Jays had 8 offensive
assists. Katsled with 3, followeo
by Nathan Morse, Overlease, 2
each; Mills, 1.

Norton had 15 turnovers but
caused the Monarchs to turn the
ball over 19times.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton boys47
FGs FTs TP
2s3s M-A
NathanMorse 1 00 2
KyleKats 3 8-8 17
Aaron Overlease 3 1-2 7
Ryan Maddy 6 1-5 13
Justin Shirk 1 01 2
HeathVincent 3 00 6
TOTALS 17 110-16 47
ThomasM orePrep boys50
FGs FTs TP
2s3s M-A
Chase Schippers 3 1 00 9
Kyle Hammerschmidt
1 22
0 00
0 22
1 34
0 00
0
3
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Nolan Hoffman
Trevor Schmidt
Nick Felder

Elie Nsabindora
Brandon Bieker
TOTALS 1
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9-11 50
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eYour spouse is elected to an office...
eYour children make the honor roll...
eYour teenagers are playing sports...
eYour community has a benefit...
eYour neighbor is honored...

] My CHECK FOR
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES—

NORTON, PHILLIPS, GRAHAM
DECATUR & FURNAS COUNTIES:

-

Norton senior guard Aaron Overlease scores on a layup after stealing the ball during
the Blue Jays’ 50-47 loss to Thomas More Prep in the Class 3A Sub-State Tournament
on Friday in Cimarron. Overlease completed his high school career with seven points,
two rebounds, four steals and two assists. Trailing him is the Monarchs’ Nolan
Hoffman. — Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

eYour cousin is in the service...

Your dad retires...

*Your daughter is married...

eYour grandson is born...

eYour taxes are raised...

sYour parents 50th Anniversary
is celebrated...

THE NORTON

TELEGRAM

The Same Place Thousands
of Other People Do! They Read

AND NEBRASKA:

ELSEWHERE IN US:

TAX IS INC

215 S. KANSAS, NORTON — (785) 877-3361

TYear e, $60.00
6 MONthS ..ovvvveeeieeiieeeeeeeee, $32.00
3Months ..oeeevvveeiiiiiii, $18.00

ELSEWHERE IN KANSAS

Student (9 Mo.) ........
Less than 6 Mo. would be $15 per month

........... $52.50

TYear ., $76.00
6 MONtNS ..ovvvveeeieiiieeeeeeeee, $42.00
Student (9 MO.) ...oeeevveennen. $57.00

Less than 6 Mo. would be $15 per month




