Do taxpayers really
wantan increase?

Elsewhereonthepage, you' |l find anargument for atax increasetokeep
Kansas government growing.

Theesteemed Emerson Lynn Jr. of thelolaRegister arguesthat Kansas
wouldn’'t havethefinancial fix it’ sintoday if only the Legislature hadn’t
cut taxesall through the 1990s.

Mr. Lynnisthedean of Kansaseditorsand perhapsthestate’ sfinest edi-
torialist. He makes his point with eloquence. A reader asked if wewould
reprint hispiece, and wehave. Hedoes not reach the same conclusionswe
do, but then, theright answer to any question often dependson your view-

point.

Thereislittledoubt that theL egislaturewill put moremoney into schools
thisyear, maybeasmuch asthe $455 million Senateproposal, in an effort
to appease the courts and school districtsthat feel slighted by the statefi-

nancing formula.

Thereisalimit to how much the state can pay, though, without raising
taxes, and thereisno sign that Kansas taxpayers want or would approve

that.

Timesaretoughinthisstate. After fiveyearsof drought and recession,

small businessesareontheir knees. The economic “recovery” movesat a

snail’ s pace.

Stategovernment hasfelt therecessionashard asanyone. Incomehasn’t
met expectationsfor years, and budgetshavebeentight. School sknow they
can expect little help from astrapped state.

In our view, the state, and Kansas schools, need to make do with what
they have, just as K ansas busi nesses and taxpayers have been doing.

Thereisno sign of acrisisin education, other than the artificial crisis
created by alawsuit challengingthestate’ sschool funding formula. Inthat
case, theplaintiffswereschool districtsthat failed to get what they wanted
from the Legis ature, and so turned to the courts.

But across the state, test scores are high. Kansas students are learning
and schoolsareimproving, despite the budget crunch.

It'strue, in the 1990s, the state did slash taxes. It did what government
shoulddowhenit getstoo much money: givesomeback to the peoplewho

earned it.

Criestoboost the school budget beliethefact that state spending hasin-
creased every year for 40 yearsexcept one. Over that time, thebudget has
grownfrom$526.5millionin 1966toaprojected $11.268billionnextyear,

an astounding 21 timesgrowth.

Adjustedfor inflation, today’ sbudget still isnearly four timesthe 1966

version. Why?

Schools. Welfare. New programsand agencies. But mostly schoolsand

welfare.

The dreams of 1966 aretoday’ s entitlements, and if you listen to some

people, the growth will continue.

Thevoters, though, arefed up. They elected more conservativesto the
Legidlature last year, not more spenders. They have no usefor atax in-
crease. They don’'t seeacrisisin education, only acrisisinthe courts.

Anditistheir money. Let’ sseeif they areconvinced school sreally need

atax increase.

—SteveHaynes
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Chicks on their way to Mexico
erewego again, backinMexico if they had asurplusof eggsto sell.

H to build another house. It was a

short turn-around thistime, only
twoweekshetweentrips. Wedidn't mean
for it to happen thisway; itjust did.

Actualy we read the calendar wrong.
Last year, when the arrangements were
being made, wethought it wasthe 17th of
March. Instead, it wasthe 7th.

WearrivedinEl Pasoearly enough Sat-
urday eveningthat wedecidedto crossthe
border andtry tofindthisbeautiful Mexi-
can restaurant we had eaten at once be-
fore. | would never try thisal one, because
| get turned around in downtown Juarez,
but Jim always seemsto know where he
isand droveusrighttoit.

Themanager remembered usfromthe
last timewewerethere and wasthe most
gracious host. The service was impec-
cableandthefood out of thisworld. | had
scallops and Jim had bacon-wrapped,
stuffed shrimp. For dessert, we shared a
piece of chocolateflan with coffee.

If youever getachancetoeatinJuarez,
werecommendLosArcos. Besuretotell
Esteban “Hola” from us.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

—ob—

I’mnot sureif | should advertisethisor
not, but | usually operateunder thetheory
thatit’ seasier toget forgivenessthanitis
to get permission, so here goes.

For sometime now we have been talk-
ing about giving something to the fami-
lies that would help them provide for
themselvesinthefuture.

But what?

Jim hit on theideaof aflock of chick-
ens.

It seemed like the perfect solution.
Baby chickswould be easy to transport.
Throwinasack of feedtoget themstarted
and a family could have an ongoing
sourceof foodandeventual ly evenmoney

Republicans focus on Sebelius, ignore

By EMERSONLYNNJR.
ThelolaRegister

Last Tuesday, the Kansas Senate Edu-
cation Committeeproducedaplantoraise
spending onthestate’ spublic schoolsby
$455 million over the next three years,
whichwouldinclude hikesfor bilingual,
special education and poor children.

If passed, it would become the largest
increase since the state took over school
financein 1992.

The Senate plan appears to be an ear-
nest effort to meet demands made by the
Supreme Court to spend more on K-12
and distributethefundsmorefairly.

Asit stands, however, it doesn’t pass
muster because the money isn’t there.
Perhaps the first year could be funded

fromexistingmoney by strippingthetrea-
sury of its reserves and ripping funds
away from other areas that don’t have
enoughpolitical clouttoprotect their bud-
gets.

Sponsors say privately they know that
taxincreaseswouldbenecessary foryears
twoandthree— and maybethisyear, too.
They aren’ tready, however, tosay which
taxes should be increased or by how
much.

The Senate planisevenricher thanthe
oneGov. Kathleen Sebeliusproposed|ast
year. She asked for $310 million over
three years. The difference, however, is
that sherecognizedthat increased spend-
ing required increased income and pro-
posed higher sales, income and property
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taxesto pay for it. The plan wasrejected
by theL egislaturewithout seriousdebate,
not becauseitwasabadidea, but because
itwasaSebeliusidea.

This sequence of events leads to only
oneconclusion: Thisyear’ sRepublican-
dominated Legislature is trying every
trickinthebook toavoidraisingtaxesfor
school s because doing so would benefit
thegovernor politically.

Republicanleadersseemtobelievethat
raising the revenue needed to provide
Kansasstudentswith an adequate educa-
tionwouldbeseen by votersasanadmis-
sionthat Gov. Sebeliuswasright andthey
werewrong. Todosowould helpherwin
re-electionnextyear, they tell themselves.

THEY ARE WRONG in every way
they could beonthisissue.

The reason that Kansas is short of the
money it needsfor itspublicschoolsisthat
the Legislature cut taxes sharply under
Gov. Bill Graves when the treasury was
flushduringtheboomyearsof the1990s.
Thestatewideproperty tax, for example,
was slashed from 35 millsto 20 mills.
More property tax was lost when the
homestead exemptionwasincreased. Still
other exemptions reduced state income
fromthesalestax. Stepsto stimulatebusi-
ness added further tax exemptions and
reductions.

Theoverall impact of tax cutsinthe90s
by now amountsto billions. Theprimary

Kansas kidls

reason why state funding falls short of
today’ s public school needsis that the
state’ stax structure was severely weak-
ened during those eight years. Itisunre-
alistic to argue that those needs can now
be met without restoring at | east some of
theincomethat they, themsel ves, stripped
away.

Republicans may be aiming at Gov.
Sebelius with their no-tax-hike rhetoric
but the shotsbackfire. Thelawmakersin
control come across as Scroogeswilling
to short-change Kansas youngsters to
make political points. They also give
ammunition to critics who point to sky-
rocketing local taxes and blame the Re-
publicansfor beggaring school districts,
cities and counties so that they can take
credit with votersfor holding down state
taxes.

Kansans are brighter than that. They
knowtheir school sareunderfunded. They
know that the property tax increasesthey
faceat homearebeingforced onthem by
state government’ srefusal to meet state
responsibilities.

The best campaign strategy Kansas
Republicanscouldfollow for 2006 would
be to forget the opposition and focus on
doing the best job they can to fulfill the
responsibilitiesthestatehastoitscitizens.

Providing atop-notch education to ev-
ery Kansaschildremainsat thetop of that
list.

That is how we happen to have a box
containingeightlittlechicksridinginthe
back seat during this 800-mile trip. Not
only did we have“ potty breaks” for our-
selves, but wehadto makesurethechicks
werefed and watered regularly.

They seemtobemanagingfineand!’m
surethey will beawelcomeregal o (gift)
tothefamily.

It’ stimeto shut thisdown and get some
sleep. | just found myself asleep at the
keyboard of my laptop. Weneedtobeup
early tomorrow for church. After that,
we' retaking our missionary friend, Amy,
outtolunchbeforewemeettheteamwe' |l
beworking with thisweek.

Until next week, “Hastalavista.”
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TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
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author.
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Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
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