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Taking an axe
to Social Security
isn'tthething todo

Social Security has been the retirement plan for most Americans
since it was signed into law in 1935.

But there maybe dark days ahead, and if the estimates are right,
the fund will be unable to pay all retirement benefits by 2042.

President George Bush has decided it is time to fix the problem,
and he is going around the country promoting his privatization l
plan as the answer. He has tried to finesse the plan by saying [
those over 55 — those born in 1949 or before — will get the Al
benefits promised under the current system. “

Bush’s plan would allow younger workers to take part of the
money they pay into the system — up to half — and have it
invested in an attempt to out produce Social Security’s lower rate
of return.

Sounds good, but the plan does not actually solve the problem
with Social Security. Taking money out of the program to be
invested would mean the trust fund would run out of money
years earlier. Estimates are it would take $2 trillion to cover the
shortfall.

Having people invest their retirement sounds good because it
would put more money into the business economy — something
Bush’s friends would like — and push up the rate of return to the
individual when they reach retirement. This plan could be fraught
with problems, though, because the average citizen does not Iwhenarecem study found that 43 per
have the financial background to handle investment decisions. cent of high school students said they

True, there are plenty of experts out there to “help” make those  were bored in class sometimes during
decisions, but there is no guarantee those investments are going  theirsenioryear. Furthermore, asubstan-
to be the winning path. Faced with those problems, most Ameri-  tial percentage felt the federal govern-
cans simply opt for the “safe” road which puts the money in ment should okay newspaper articles
funds with a locked-in interest rate. Unfortunately, with today’s £ % to publication. A majority likewise
. . . 7. eltthe First Amendmentright to freedom
investment rates, that is not much better than Social Security is of speech was not important.
doing now. One has to know that whoever framed

Dismantling Social Security does not appear to be the answer,  that study never, and I mean never, had
but the evidence is there that about the time our kids are ready to  children, or farmed them out when they
retire they will find the lock box has been picked and at least 20~ were teenagers. Jack has always main-
percent of the money for their retirement has disappeared. tained the reason for the teenage years is

It is time to address the future of Social Security, but Bush’s plan 0 Prepare parents for their child’s depar-

. . - . ture. Most teenagers, whether students
uses a wrecking ball approach which leaves big holes in the during the early 2 st century o the mid-
program and costs more than we can afford. twentieth century, would have said they

There are alternatives that have been discussed since the first were bored in high school. This isn’tnec-
big “crisis” in the 1980s. One suggestion is to raise the retirement essarily a bad thing but rather part of the
age to 70. For those who have crossed the 55 mark, the retire- idealism which accompanies youth and
ment age is already being raised to 67 before they can claim full ~ 1eads them to believe they can do better
benefits. Another three years to save the system seem:s fair. than their parents’ generation. Without

Turning the billions of dollars in the Social Security trust over to that faith in themselves they wouldn tstep

. . . : . outthe door; they’d be paralyzed by fear.
a list of investment counselors who are more interested in their
commissions is not an appealing picture.

There are some things that should not be chopped into pieces,
and Social Security is on top of that list. — Tom Betz
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CORPORAL EICHELBERGERD
HE WAS RUN OVER
BY ONE OF OUR TANKS
DURING COMBAT IN IRAQ

1 GUESS
THEY'D PREFER
HE'D BEEN RUN OVER
BY AN R4 TANK.
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couldn’t help but chuckle just a bit

A recent research study at Children’s
Hospital and Regional Medical Center in
Seattle reported that every hour
preschoolers watch television, each day
increases their chances (by about 10 per-
cent) of developing attention deficit prob-

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

* Governor Kathleen Sebelius, *x U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443

300 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan.
66612. (785) 296-2332

* U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
3514

* U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521

[rlE

ISSN 1063-701X

NORTON

TELEGRAM

Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; fax
(202) 225-5124

* State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer,
State Capitol Building, Room
128-S, Topeka, Kan. 66612.
(785) 296-7399

* State Rep. John Faber, 181
W. Capitol Building, Topeka,
Kan. 66612. (785) 296-7500

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

lems later in life.

Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), a
common children’s mental impairment,
becomes more apparent when children
enter school, where paying close attention
and completing assignments is necessary.
Young children with attention deficit
problems may exhibit difficulty concen-
trating, actrestless and impulsive and be
easily confused.

Seattle researches explained that their
findings are similar to previous research
which showed that watching too much
television can shorten a child’s attention
span. The Seattle study suggested that
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Phase I
Mary Kay
Woodyard

Our young people have had much to
fear in this modern world. Drugs are an
ever-present threat, job opportunities are
limited and the desire for money, things
and successisaheavy weighttocarry. But
people of other eras had equally frighten-
ing circumstances. The lack of 24-hour
TV news channels may have made some
of those happenings seem less real, but
these same services now almost numb us
to their reality.

Do young people believe in the freedom
of speech and First Amendment rights?
Most young people feel little reluctance
instating their beliefs. They may notiden-
tify this as freedom of speech or First

High Plains
Mental Health
By Karen Beery

television might over stimulate and per-
manently “rewire” the brain and includes
a recommendation that children under 2
not watch television.

The researchers explained that it isn’t
necessarily the content of the shows that
children watch. Rather it is that the fast-
paced visual images on television that
might alter brain development.

Parents have been advised for a long
time about the importance of monitoring
the time their children spend watching
television, which takes away from activi-

IF ANYTHING
HAPPENS TO Me,
MAKE 5URe
IT LOOKS LIKE
INSURGENTS

Actions are far more important...

Amendment rights but it doesn’t mean
they don’t believe in them. It is more
likely that they firmly embrace these
rights in a manner we might say is taking
it for granted. Perhaps more appropri-
ately, though, it is a matter of expecting
that freedom, because that’s what democ-
racy is. Young people of today’s world
havenotfallen victim to the draft and been
forced into service for their country.
Rather they have had choices about ser-
vice, school and, to a greater extent than
any other generation, careers. They
haven’tstudied democracy; they ’velived
1t.

Young people in today’s world have
expectations of freedom that differ from
prior generations. Thatisn’t good or bad,
it just is. There are some who choose to
fight the battles our government wages,
others don’t. Some will fight battles on the
home front and others will fight the
plagues of mankind throughout the world.
What they profess to believe is far less
important than their actions.

Youth shouldn’t watch so much TV

ties such as school work, playing out-
doors, exercise, and interactions with
family and friends.

In addition, children are influenced by
the large number of commercials, many
of which are for alcohol, fast foods and
toys.

Young children are highly impression-
able about the content of television shows,
including violence, sexuality, race and
gender stereotypes and substance abuse.
To encourage healthy development, it is
suggested that parents monitor the content
of programs, place limits on their child’s
viewing, choose age-appropriate shows,
and turn off the television during meals
and study time.

Mail questions to: High Plains Mental
Health Center, PLAIN SENSE Consulta-
tion and Education Department, 208 East
7th, Hays, Kan. 67601.
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brother, Lewis, was later drafted and
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servedinItaly and possibly elsewhere. He
was wounded in Italy. Ivan failed his
physical and returned to farm northwest
of Almena. He married Gladys
Hendricks, a Norton County school
teacher. The Colip boys lost an uncle in
WWI, a brother of their mother.

All of my cousins, my uncle and my
brother survived and returned from ser-
vice to their country.

Very truly yours,
Virgil Severns
Fairbanks, Alaska
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Spelling Bee
winner happy
with plaque

Dear Norton Telegram,

Thank you for sponsoring the
Norton County Spelling Bee. Also
thank you for the plaque and the
free name engraving on it.

Sincerely,
Phillip Becker
Lenora




