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Everyone wants it
put where will
the money come from

It seems certain the Kansas Legislature is going to put another
$400 million to half a billion a year into public schools over the
next few years.

No one seems to know how the state will pay for this, beyond
the first year. Revenue projections don’t show the state bringing
in enough to make ends meet, but then a few years ago, the
projections showed the state having a lot more money than it
actually got.

And while there certainly is a lot of support for increasing the
school budget, it’s the Legislature — not the courts — that needs
to decide how much and where it comes from.

There certainly is no ground swell of support among voters or
business people for a tax increase, no matter what the reason.
The results of the last election ought to convince people of that.

Relying on gambling expansion to finance schools is a bad idea,
bad because gambling is destructive, and bad because it’s not a
reliable source of money.

There’s just something repulsive about paying for kids’ educa-
tion with sin taxes, any way you slice it.

So the Legislature, faced with a Supreme Court order to come
up with more money before it goes home, needs to shift around
existing dollars and new income from a rising economy to find
the money for schools. It’s not going to be easy.

The members will have to keep in mind, as Chancellor Robert
Hemmenway at the University of Kansas says, that it makes little
sense to educate kids through high school and not provide higher
education opportunities for them.

Kansas colleges and universities have been starving the last few
years as public schools and welfare soaks up every available dollar
from the state budget.

Nor can the Legislature expect to take much out of the highway
budget, lest the state default on its promises under the 10-year
transportation plan.

The devil in the works, it seems, includes social programs,
including public assistance, help for the disabled, Medicaid and
welfare. These programs have grown uncontrollably during the
recession. Even today, they show little sign of slacking off, and
many are considered “entitlements,” which the state has to pay
for whether it has the money or not.

Special-interest groups keep pushing for more money for these
programs, and at even a hint of cuts, they organize demonstra-
tions in front of the State house. It’s hard to be firm with people in
wheelchairs. It looks mean.

The Legislators will have to balance all that out and do the best
they can. That may not be good enough for the courts, but then,
the courts have no power to raise taxes. At least, we hope they
don’t.

The best anyone can hope for is that the economy will keep
improving and there’ll be money to cover all the bases. If not,
there is nothing writ in stone that says the state government has
to grow every year. — Steve Haynes
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New home gets builtin record time

€ rehome, we rehome, we're
home! Just like Herman
Munster says, “We' rehome.”

Afterkindof arocky start gettingonthe
road, what with forgetting our money,
etc., therest of thetripwent quitewell. In
fact, we finished building our house in
Mexico in almost record time and re-
turned aday early.

We weren't trying to set any records;
it’ sjust that wehad an exceptionally good
work crew and were building a small
house.

It took about 14 hoursto finish, com-
plete with windows, wiring, insulation,
roofing, stucco, adoor, sheet rock, front
step, taping and paint.

If any of you get to see pictures of our
trip, | needtoexplainabout thepaint. It's
what might becalled“BarbieDoll Pink.”
But, it was free, so we're not complain-
ing.

Forthelasttwoyears, | havegonetoour
local homestoreand askedif they had any
“oopsy” paint. Y ou know, paint that has
been mixed, thenthebuyer decideditwas
not the right color and rejected it. Luck-
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ily for us, they did havesomeand offered
it to uswith no strings attached.

Last year, | think the paint was blue.
Thisyear it was bright pink (which we
lightened alittlewith somewhite).

Still, the two rooms of the new house
webuilt for alady named Sylviaand her
husband (who we were told was away
working), their two children, ason Luis,
whowasbornwith adisability andisun-
abletowalk, andtheir daughter America,
aprecious little 2-year-old, are bright,
cheery, safe and secure.

This was the 12th house we have
worked on, and | cried at thisdedication
justlike| did at thefirst. Sylviashed big
tears of joy and gratitude and told us,

through an interpreter, she would never
forget us.

We won't forget her, nor will we for-
getthenew friendswemadefromLamar,
Colo. Lee and Corina are a Hispanic
couple who have built a successful con-
struction business through sheer hard
work and determination.

Likealotof us, they feltaneedto* give
back a portion of the abundance with
whichwehavebeenblessed.” Bothbilin-
gual, they wereterrifictranslatorsaswell
asteammates.

Asaspecial treat for oneof our evening
meals, Cori prepared“real” burritoswith
her special homemadetortillas, fillingand
salsa. It was wonderful. Jim poured the
salsaonthick. Asheatewithdelight, Lee
said,"You' rethefirstwhiteman|’ veseen
abletoeatitlikethat.”
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Did you hear what the little boy saic
whenthepower went out at hisschool and
the cafeteria staff couldn’t prepare ahot
meal, so had to serve peanut butter and
jelly sandwichesinstead?

“Finally! A home-cooked meal.”

Truth really Is stranger than fiction

syndicated columnist | read re-
cently talked about using family
membersin columns.

She is widowed and planning to re-
marry. Her fiancé wants a pre-nuptial
agreement limiting the number of times
he can be mentioned in the column.

Toobadfor my hubby —wedon’t have
apre-nuptial of any kindandif wehadl’m
surehenever would havethought of hav-
ing suchaclause.

When he opens the paper and sees my
columnhegroansandsays, “| seeit’ stime
tofind out what | have been upto.”

Hecan protest all hewantsbut | am not
creative enough to makethesethingsup.
Anyway truthisalwaysstranger thanfic-
tion.

Not that heis strange — well only in
the best possibleway.

However, | havedecidedthat | had best
limit reporting the “stranger” aspects of
our lives.

Recently my mother-in law’s sister
(from Concordiawith no ties at all to
Norton County) told me she had read a
column | had written.

Her friend who subscribesto the paper
sentittoher. Theregothe mother-in-law
stories.

| will say thisabout my mother-in-law.
Several yearsagowemoved her and | ater
shecouldnotfindsomeoldmarbles. Then
she had bats invade the house. So | can
truthfully say my mother-in-law haslost
her marblesand isbatty besides.

My sister-in-law Gail thinks | mis-
quoted herlast fall and now every timeshe
talks to me she makes a comment about
how she hopesit doesn’t end up in the
paper.

| do feel bad that when | wrote about
everyoneturning 50 | neglected to men-
tionher. But sheissomuchyounger | just
forgot about her.

TR cne was 29 unttil ner son Brent turned
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25. At that point he promoted her to 39. |
guessinabout 10 yearsshemay get to be
49.

My cousin Joyce was thrilled to learn
sheismy favoritecousin. Every timeshe
sends me e-mail she now signsit “your
favoritecousin.” Of course, shemadesure
her sister Linda found out she had been
thusdesignated.

Oh, thetroublel get myself into.

My bestest friend told me she didn’t
want to be mentioned in the column so |
havethusfar respected her wishes.

That is partly dueto thefact that | be-
lieve | have the right to not incriminate
myself.

For some reason we have been nick-
named“ ThelmaandLouise.” I’ mnot sure
which onel am supposed to be.

Another goodfriend and | took off one
recent shopping excursion. Shelamented
having left her phone at home but then
decided it was okay cuz her hubby
wouldn’t becalling and asking her torun
any errandsfor him.

Guesswhat — heleft amessagefor us
at thequilt shop.

Geez, | hatebeing predictable.

Strangeisonething, but predictable—
never.

Last year Elizabeth sent me a belatec
birthday card.

“So, you think thiscard is late? Well,
let metell you something — | don’t fol-
low schedulesanymore. | cel ebratewhen
| want, where | want. |’ ve changed my
nameto ‘Coyote.’ | amwild. | amfree. |
am Coyote.”

Neither Thelmaor L ouiseappeal stome
but I am considering changing my name
to Coyote.

Andthat’ sthetruth.
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