Page8 THE NORTON TELEGRAM

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

Norton boys get exciting overtime win Over Plainville

By DICK BOYD

Oneof thelargest homecrowds
of the season enjoyed one of the
most exciting basketbal | gamesof
the campaign on Friday night
when Coach Doug Reusink’s
Norton Community High School
boys varsity quintet edged
Plainville66-65inMid-Continent
League play in Norton.

After trailing 10 points at half-
time, Norton rallied in the third
quarter behind ashooting barrage
by senior point guard Kyle Kats,
who hitabout every shot heput up.
With Norton leading 40-38 with
one quarter remaining, the two
teams played on even terms and
the score was tied at 56-all at the
end of regulation.

Plainville held a 65-64 lead
whenNorton senior forward Ryan
Maddy was fouled with 1.8 sec-
onds left in the extra period.
Maddy stepped to the free throw
line to hit nothing but net on two
free shotsand give Norton an ex-
citing 66-65 win.

Thevictory extended Norton's
season record to 10-5.

“Our players are nice young
menand| don'tcriticizethemvery
oftenbut | really chewed onthem
at halftime,” said Coach Reusink.
“Inthefirst half, wewereplaying
very tentative and not doing the
things we needed to do.

“Inthesecond half, wetookitto
them. We stepped up and made
plays.

“It wasgood to seeKatshavea
break out scoring night. He' sbeen
due.”

Thescorewastied at 6-all after
Norton senior guard Aaron Over-
|easehit atwo-point shotwith 4:46
left in the first quarter but
Plainville went on an 8-0 run to
take a 14-6 lead. Kats scored the
final basket of the quarter and
Norton trailed 14-8. Norton’s
other four points in the quarter
cameon afield goal and two free
throws by junior center Heath
Vincent.

The Blue Jays were outscored
13-9inthesecond quarter andfell
behind 27-17.

Norton’s second quarter points
came on two baskets by Maddy,
another basket by Overleaseanda
basket and freethrow by Vincent.

Katsdidn'twaitlonginthesec-
ondhalf tostart hisshootingclinic.
Just 26 secondsintothethird quar-
ter, he buried athree-pointer. Af-
ter Plainville' sjunior point guard
Justin Casey tallied at the 7:10
mark, Katshitajumperinthelane
with 6:40 showing and Overlease
hit nothing but net on ashot from
beyondthearcto cut the Cardinal
lead to 29-25.

The next time Norton got the
ball, Kats swished another basket
from long range and it was a 29-
28 game. After junior forward
Brock McDowell tallied for
Plainville, another deafeningroar
came from the Norton crowd
when Kats scored again from be-
yondthearctotiethescoreat 31-
all with 4:38 | eft.

The next time down the court,
Kats drove inside for two more
points and Norton’s first lead of
the game at the 3:40 mark. With
2:49 remaining, Kats penetrated
the Plainville defense once again
and scoredtwomorepointstogive
Norton a35-31 advantage.

Casey hit athree-point shot for
the Cardinal sbut Maddy matched
it with atrey of hisown and the
Jays led 38-34. Senior Lance
Gosser scored for Plainville and
senior Brandon Frederking hittwo
free throwsto tie the score at 38-
all. With1:26 showinginthethird
period, Maddy scored for Norton
and the Jays led 40-38 with one
regulation quarter remaining.

Casey tied the scoreto start the
fourth stanzabut Maddy’s basket
with 7:28 | eft put Norton back on
top. Casey buried athree-pointer
to givethe Cardinals a43-42 ad-
vantage. Senior forward Justin
Shirk scoredfor theJayswith 5:56
left but McDowell gavetheCards
thelead again with abasket at the
4:50 mark.

Kats put Norton on top 47-45
with another beauty from beyond
the arc. Senior M.J. Klein scored
for Plainvilleanditwastiedat 47-
alwith4:10leftinthegame. Casey
hit another trey and Josh Hrabe,
Plainville's 6-foot-6-inch senior
center, connected on two free
throws to give the Cards a 52-47
lead with 3:05 | eft.

Maddy scored at the 2:42 mark
but junior Taylor Dix scoredthree
pointsat the other end of thecourt
to give Plainville a55-49 advan-

tage with 1:45 left. Vincent was
fouled and hit both free throws
with 1:40 remaining. Casey hit a
charity but Vincent scored inside
with 1:22 left and Norton trailed
by just 56-53.

Overlease, who had hit abasket
in each of thefirst three quarters,
came through again with just 43
secondsremaining ashehit noth-
ing but net from long rangetotie
thescoreat 56-all! Thosewerethe
last points scored in regulation,
sending the gameinto overtime.

Dix hitjust hissecond basket of
thegametogivePlainvillea58-56
lead to start the four minute over-
time period. Vincent got loosein-
side and put up atwo-point field
goal totiethescorewith 3:21 | eft.
McDowell hittwofreethrowsbut
Vincent muscled inside again for
two more points and a 60-all tie
with2:401eft. Thenexttimedown
the court, Katsfed Overlease and
he scored to give Norton a 62-60
lead. Overlease passed to Maddy
for two more Norton pointsand a
64-60 Blue Jay advantage.

But, the Norton four-point lead
wasn't enough. Casey hit one of
two free throw tries, then Hrabe
scored with 22.8 seconds left to
narrow the Norton advantage to
64-63. Hrabe hit abank shot with
2.4 seconds remaining to give
Plainvillea65-64 lead.

Maddy had to battleto grab the
long in-bounds pass and he was
fouledintheprocess. With 1.8 sec-
ondsleft onthescoreboard clock,
Maddy confidently steppedtothe
freethrow line. Hehit nothing but
net on the first charity to tie the
scoreand hissecond freetosswas
alsoperfecttogiveNortonthe66-
65 victory!

Norton had four playersin
double scoring figures.

Katsledwith 20 points. Hehita
sharpshooting 4 of 8 from beyond
thearc for 50 percent accuracy, 4
of 8two-point shotsfor 50 percent
and 8 of 16 overall.

Maddy tallied 17 points. Hewas
6 of 12 fromtwo-pointlandfor 50
percent and hit 1 of 3 from long
range for 33 percent. He swished

Norton

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka's Norton
Community High School girls
varsity basketball team left the
nets smoking after their 64-23
Mid-Continent League victory
over Plainville on Friday in
Norton.

The Lady Jays hit atorrid 57
percent of their two-point shots
and 40 percent from three-point
rangeinthewin, which extended
thelir season record to 13-2.

Plainvillefell to 5-10.

Nortonheld quarter leadsof 24-
4,40-8 and 52-17.

Junior guard Karlie Jones was
red hot from beyondthearcinthe
first half whereshehit four three-
point shots. She also hit atwo-
point basket and led Norton in
scoring at halftimewith 14 points.

Junior guard Whitney Newell
alsohad her shootingeyeasshehit
three baskets in the first quarter
and added two free throws in the
second.

Senior forward Amber
Engelbert scored two pointsinthe
first period.

ThelLady Jaysalsohadtheirin-
sidescoringgameinfocus. Junior
centers Becca Ebert and Chelsea
Cox each hit two basketsin the
first quarter and oneinthesecond
period.

Senior guard Jessi Duscher
cameoff thebenchto hit two bas-
ketsin the second quarter.

In the second half, Coach Jilka
playedall 10girlssuitedupforthe
game. Nortonoutscored Plainville
12-9inthethird quarter and 12-6
inthefourth stanza.

Cox hit two baskets and afree
throw, Ebert swished two field
goals and Newell buried a three-
point shot for Norton in the third
quarter.

Junior guard Chelle Donovan
hit nothing but net onathree-point
shot in the fourth quarter. Sopho-
more center Maggie Nielsen hita
basket andfreethrow, junior guard
Klaire Mann, Ebert and Duscher
eachhitabasketinthefina stanza.

“We shot the ball aswell aswe
haveall seasonand got someturn-
overs on defense,” said Coach
Jilka.

“It was good to get everyone
some playing time and give our

2 of 4 free throws but the two he
hitwerebigonesinapressuresitu-
ation.

Vincent threw in 15 points. He
was 5 of 9 from the field for 55
percent and 5 of 6 from the char-
ity stripefor 83 percent.

Overleasetallied 12 pointson 2
of 9 from three-point land, 3 of 3
two-point shotsand 5 of 12 over-
al for 42 percent.

Casey led Plainville with 19
points. McDowell andHrabeeach
tallied 12.

Both teams hit 54 percent of
theirtwo-pointfieldgoal attempts.

Norton was 7 of 24 from long
rangefor 29 percent, 19 of 35from
two-point land for 54 percent and
26 of 59 overall for 44 percent.

Plainville hit 4 of 12 from be-
yond thearc for 33 percent, 20 of
37 two-point shotsfor 54 percent
and24 of 49 overall for 49 percent.

TheBlueJaysconnectedon 7 of
13freethrowsfor 54 percent. The
Cardinalsswished 13 of 19 chari-
tiesfor 68 percent.

Norton was outrebounded 28-
22. The Jays grabbed 8 offensive
and 14 defensive caroms and the
Cardspulleddown 8 offensivebut
20 defensive boards.

Maddy came closeto adouble-
doubleinscoringandrebounding.
Inadditiontotallying 17 points, he
grabbed nine rebounds. Vincent
pulled down seven caroms and
was followed by Kats, three;
Nathan Morse, Seth Mills, Over-
|ease, one each.

Maddy and Vincent each
blocked two Plainville shots.

Morse and Kats each had two
stealsand Maddy had onetheft.

Nortonhad 14 offensiveassists.
Kats was the leader with seven,
followed by Morse, Overlease,
three each; Vincent, one.

TheBlueJayshad 11 turnovers
and the Cardinal s turned the ball
over 13times.

Junior varsity

Coach David Stover’s Norton
juniorvarsity boysteamlost 52-43
toPlainville.

TheCardina sheldquarter leads
of 11-8,19-10and 33-21.

Norton senior forward Ryan Maddy focuses on the goal as he prepares to shoot free
throws with the Blue Jays trailing visiting Plainville 65-64 with just 1.8 seconds leftin
overtime on Friday evening. Maddy’s concentration paid off as he hit nothing but
net on both charities to give Norton a 66-65 victory.

Leading scorer for Norton was
Jared Engelbert with 10 points,
followed by Brian Juenemann,
LoganKats, 8 each; Jared Cox, 7;
Preston Herman, 6; Wes
Georgeson, 4.

Toby Ruder and CalebWyattled
Plainvilleinscoringwith 11 points
each.

Next action

Norton is scheduled to play at
Hoxietoday. Contestsshouldbegin
at4:45p.m.inthehighschool gym
with the boysjunior varsity game,
followed by the girls varsity and
boysvarsity contests. Therewill be
nogirlsjunior varsity game.

OnThursday, Nortonwill travel
to Oberlin to play games post-

poned from February 8 duetoin-
clementweather. Contestsshould
begin at 6:30 p.m.

OnFriday, Nortonisscheduled
to play Ellis here, beginning at 5
p.m. Itwill beSenior Nightandthe
1951 and 2003 Norton boys state
champion basketball teamswill be
honored at halftime of the boys
varsity game.

The junior varsity boys game
will begin at 5 p.m. in Wilmeth
Kirk Memorial Gymat East Cam-
pus. Thejunior varsity girlsgame
will begin at 5 p.m. in the high
school gym, followed by the var-
sity girlsandvarsity boyscontests.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton boys 66

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

FGs FTs TP

2s3s M-A
NathanMorse 0 O 0-1 O
KyleKats 4 4 0220
AaronOverlease 3 2 0-0 12
Ryan Maddy 6 1 2417
Justin Shirk 10 00 2
HeathVincent 5 0 5-6 15
TOTALS 19 7 7-13 66

Plainville boys 65

Justin Casey 4 3 2419
Taylor Dix 11 00 5
Brandon Frederking

00 46 4
M.J.Klein 30 12 7
Brock McDowell5 0 2-2 12
Josh Hrabe 50 2212
LanceGosser 2 0 2-3 6
TOTALS 20 41319 65

girls conquer Plainville 64-23

starters arest. We've had some
sickness so it was fortunate that
our game at Oberlin was post-
poned until Thursday. It will bea
busy week, though, withagameat
No.2 state ranked Hoxie tonight
and hosting Ellison Friday.”

Jonesfinishedthegamewith 14
pointson4of 7fromlongrangefor
57 percent, 1 of 3two-point shots
for 33 percent and 5 of 10 overall
for 50 percent accuracy.

Ebert added 12 pointson anet-
smoking 6 of 7 shotsfromthefield
for 86 percent marksmanship.

Cox and Newell eachtallied 11
points. Cox hit 5 of 8 for 63 per-
cent and 1 of 2 free shots for 50
percent. Newell drained 1 of 3
fromlong rangefor 33 percent, 3
of 5two-point attemptsfor 60 per-
cent and 4 of 8 overall for 50 per-
cent shooting. She also hit 2 of 2
freethrowsfor 100 percent.

Duscher scored 6 pointson 3 of
4fromthefieldfor 75 percent ac-
curacy.

Threegirlswereleading scorers

for Plainville. Kelcee Meitler,
Aubrey Frederking and Caroline
Hrabe each scored 4 points.

Asateam, Norton hit 6 of 15
three-point attempts for 40 per-
cent, 21 of 37 two-point tries for
57 percentand 27 of 52 overall for
52 percent.

Plainvilleswished 10 of 34two-
point shotsfor 29 percent, missed
all threetrey triesandwas 10 of 37
overall for acold 27 percent.

Fromthefreethrowline, Norton
connected on4 of 9for 44 percent
and Plainville hit 3 of 10 for 30
percent.

Nortonoutrebounded Plainville
29-22. TheL ady Jays grabbed 10
offensiveand 19defensivecaroms
compared to Plainville's 7 offen-
siveand 15 defensive boards.

Engelbert and Ebert werelead-
ing reboundersfor Nortonwith 7
each, followed by Cox, Jones, 4
each; Mann, Nielsen, 2 each;
Newell, Amber Overlease, 1
each.

Norton stole the ball 13 times

and caused Plainville to turn the
ball over 23 times. Jonesled in
theftswith 4, followed by Mann,
3; Newell, Ebert, 2 each; Cox,
Engelbert, 1 each.

Norton had only 12 turnovers
and Plainvillehad just 5 steals.

TheL ady Jayshad 14 offensive
assistsandthelL ady Cardinalshad
7.Newell ledinassistswith4, fol-
lowed by Cox, 3; Jones, Engel bert,
2 each; Overlease, Donovan,
Ebert, 1 each.

Junior varsity

Coach George Rossi’s Norton
junior varsity girls quintet de-
feated Plainville 26-6.

Norton held quarter leads of 8-
2,17-2and 21-4.

Lacey Roe was leading scorer
for the Lady Jayswith 10 points,
followed by Maggie Nielsen, 6;
Chelle Donovan, Chantille
Campbell, 3 each; Amber Over-
lease, Amber Waggoner, 2 each.

Jessica Thompson, Ashley
Stroda and Aubrey Frederking
eachscored2pointsfor Plainville.

Norton senior guard Amber Engelbert pulls down a rebound durlng the Lady Jays’
64-23 Mid-Continent League win over Plainville on Friday evening in Norton.
Engelbert was co-leader in rebounds for Norton with seven. Also pictured are Holly

Chew, No. 42 for Plainville and Norton junior center Chelsea Cox.
— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

“QOur girlscontinuetolook bet-
ter and play better together as ¢
team,” said Coach Rossi.

“We play many different com:-
binations with juniors, sopho-
mores and freshmen. All of these
girlswork hard.”

Next action

Nortonisscheduled totravel to
Hoxie for games today. Contests
should begin at 4:45 p.m. in the
high school gymwiththeboysjun-
ior varsity game, followed by the
girlsvarsity and boysvarsity con-
tests. Therewill benogirlsjunior
varsity game.

The Blue Jays will travel to
Oberlin on Thursday to make up
gamespostponed from February 8
due to inclement weather. Con-
tests at Oberlin should begin at
6:30 p.m.

Nortonisscheduledtoplay Ellis
hereonFriday, beginningat 5p.m.
It will be Senior Night. The 1951
and 2003 state champion boys
teams from Norton will be hon-
ored at halftime of the boys con-
test.

The junior varsity boys game
will begin at 5 p.m. in Wilmeth
Kirk Memorial Gymat East Cam-
pus. Thejunior varsity girlsgame
will begin at 5 p.m. in the high
school gym, followed by thevar-
sity girls and varsity boys con-
tests.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton girls64

FGs FTs TF

2s3sM-A
Whitney Newell 3 1 2-2 11
Chelsea Cox 50121
KlaireMann 1 001 2
ChelleDonovan 0 1 0-0 3
BeccaEbert 6 00112
MaggieNielsen 1 0 1-3 3
Karlie Jones 1 40014
Amber Engelbert 1 0 0-0 2
Jessi Duscher 3 000 6
TOTALS 21 6 4-9 64

Plainvillegirls23

KelceeMeitler 2 0 00 4
JennaFellhoelter 1 0 1-2 3
VanessaOwings 0 0 0-2 O
Eden Rinehart 1000 2
MeganBecker 1 0 0-0 2
Aubrey Frederking 2 0 0-0 4
Holly Chew 1012 3
CarolineHrabe 2 0 0-0 4
BrettaMick 00 14 1
TOTALS 10 03-10 23



