New 1dea could

reduce the number
of meth lalbs In Kansas

An idea which seems to have worked in Oklahoma is coming to
Kansas, and unlike most of the war on drugs, it might just work.

Oklahoma forced drug stores to move the cold remedy pseu-
doephedrine behind the pharmacy counter. Police officials say it’s
reduced the number of meth labs found in the state by more than

80 percentin a year.

That’s remarkable for such a simple change.

Sudafed, as the brand-name version is known, is still available
over the counter, but purchasers have to sign for it. Pharmacists
get a chance to size up the buyer. Meth freaks with a lack of
sniffles might wind up talking to the cops.

Pseudoephedrine is a key component of meth manufacturing.
The tiny red (or white) tablets provide the main feedstock for the
chemical process of “cooking” meth. Take away the supply, and
you make the task immeasurably more difficult.

We suspect that meth use hasn’t declined by 80 percentin
Oklahoma. That would be too much to ask for. But the state is
nearly free of dangerous, smelly labs and the residue which litters
roadsides, pollutes houses and endangers children.

That’s a clear victory that’s all too rare in the battle against
drugs, even if it means the labs just move to the next state. Kansas
would do well to follow suit. Drive the labs to Missouri or Arkan-

sas, for all we care.

Drug enforcement is a difficult game. Most measures simply
hamper the drug trade without really reducing it. Making drugs
illegal guarantees nothing but jobs for drug agents and drug

smugglers.

The real answer, of course, is teaching kids the dangers of drugs
and hoping they have sense enough to listen. There’s evidence
that is working in America, too, at least, working better than
border interdiction or profiling smugglers on the highway.

But if a law can put any kind of a dent in the meth trade, we’re
all for it. Of all the illegal drugs, meth comes closest to alcohol in
its destructive power. Meth ruins lives, wrecks bodies, rends
families, leaves relatives crying and victims destitute.

It’s a wicked substance. We probably cannot drive it from the
face of the earth — since you can make it in the kitchen — but if
we push the labs out of Kansas, we’ll have succeeded in cleaning

up the place.
It’sworth a try.

— Steve Haynes

New bill could reduce trade restrictions

ongressman Jerry Moran intro-

duced legislation that works to

clarify federal regulationsfor ag-
riculturetradewith Cuba. Thebipartisan
legislationmirrorslegislationintroduced
by Sen. Pat Roberts.

“Cuba represents a multi-million dol-
lar market for American farm products,”
CongressmanMoransaid. “ Fortoolong,
other nationshavesteppedintofill thegap
in the market once dominated by the
United States. While we have success-
fully opened thedoor to tradewith Cuba,
bureaucracy and vague regulations have
kept usfrom moving forward. Producers
trying to expand agriculture exports
shouldnot facetheir biggest roadblock in
Washington, D.C.”

IN2000, thecongressmanledthecharge
to pass legislation lifting sanctions on
agriculturetradewith Cuba. Thelegisla-
tionallowedfortheexport of Kansasfarm
products to Cubafor the first timein 38
years. That legislation overwhelmingly
passed inthe House, 301 to 116.

Today’ s legislation works to clarify
Congress' intent in the 2000 measure to
legally sell agriculturegoodsto Cubaand

Capitol
Views
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streamlinesthetradeprocess. Itwill make
iteasier for U.S. agricultureproducersto
travel to Cuba..

“Our Cuban trade policy is broken,”
Moran said. “Instead of bringing Fidel
Castrotohiskneeseconomically, wehave
strengthened him politically and have
penalized American farmersin the pro-
cess. Farmers and ranchers face enough
challengesjust keepingtheir family farms
running, and we should not be turning
business away. | have urged my col-
leagues to support our farmers through
thislegidation.”

For more information, contact Con-
gressman Moran at (202) 225-2715 or
visit his web page at www.house.gov/
moranks01/.
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Things happen for a reason, right?

metimesnothinggoesasplanned,
dif itweren’tfor“PlanB,” there
ouldbenoplanat all.

[twasalatenight getting ready toleave
on another mission trip to Juarez. The
night was made | ater becausethe clothes
dryer chose that particular time to quit
drying.

Oh, not entirely quit. Just enoughthat |
would have to reset the timer every 15
minutesin order to haveany heat at all.

Threeo’ clockinthemorningisnotthe
greatest timetobedoinglaundry anyway,
but | needed somethingsfor thetrip, soit
had to be done.

| eventually got about an hour and ahal f
of sleep beforeit wastimetoload the car
and meet the rest of the team. We, of
course, took twice as much aswe should
have and needed a stick to stuff it al in.
Wekissedthecat good-bye, knowing our
good neighbor, Barbara, wouldcomefeed
himwhileweareaway.

Whenwearrivedat our departurepoint,
one member had been waiting morethan
an hour for usbecause | had not told him

Out Back
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of alast-minute change.

Nonethel ess, we stowed our gear, piled
inthe van and headed out.

Thirty milesdowntheroad, westopped
at alumber yardto seesomecabinetsJim
built and for our first “ pit stop.”

Back inthevan, | opened the envelope
withthecashand money orderswewould
beusing for thetrip.

Only, guesswhat?No money orders.

| had left them on the table back at the
house. Nothing to do but go back and get
them.

Welearnedinour*“40Daysof Purpose’
study that everything happensfor area-
son, butfor thelifeof mel can’ tthink what

thereason for leaving the money behind
might have been.

Perhaps we missed an accident we
would have had, had we not taken that
hour delay in back tracking.

Atthiswritingwearesafely in El Paso
and connected with another team from
Colorado. We have only known them &
few hours, but already weareoldfriends.
Over the next four days, we will work
together, play together and pray together.

Tomorrow, we cross the border and
enter another world. It takesusout of our
comfort zonefor afew daysand humbl es
us.

One young man who came with usiis
inquisitiveabout everything. | amanxious
to see the changes he is about to experi-
ence. | guarantee, hewill not gohomethe
same person hewaswhen he came.

No matter what your reasons are for
coming, there is something about amis-
siontripthat changesyou. | think it makes
you better. | know it’ swhat keeps draw-
ing usback.

Marnage amendment passes House

he fourth week of the 2005 legis-

I lativesession saw thesettlement of

thefirst “big” issue. The consti-

tutional amendment defining marriage

was debated and passed by the House on
Feb. 2.

The attention paid this issue by con-
stituents, legislatorsand mediawill now
shift some of the other prominent i ssues,
including education finance, health care
and the death penalty.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 1601,
commonly knownastheDefenseof Mar-
riage Amendment, was passed by the
House this week. The amendment gar-
nered86"“yes’ votesonfinal action, more
thanthenecessary two-thirdsrequiredto
passaconstitutional amendment, andwill
be placed on astatewideballotin April.

A simplemajority of ‘yes' votesonthe
ballotwill amendthestate Constitutionto
define marriage as“...being constituted
by one man and one woman only. All
other marriages are declared to be con-
trary tothe public policy of thisstateand
areconsidered void.”

If, as expected, the amendment passes,
the Constitution will then match the defi-
nitionof marriageinthecurrent Kansaslaw.

Thesubject of healthcareencompasses
awideand varied landscapeof issues. A
great deal of mediaand|obbyist attention
has been focused on three billsin the
Health and Human Services Committee
chairedby Rep. imMorrison (R-Colby).

Testimony on HB 2137, which would
require public school vending machines
toincorporate healthy snack foods, milk
and fruit juices, was heard on Feb. 2-3.
The bill, sponsored by Rep. Jason
Watkins (R-Wichita), is expected to be
moved out of committeewithintheweek.

Another bill that isbeginningtogarner
some national media attention is HB
2256. Thiswould alow advanced regis-
tered nurse practitioners (ARNP) to pre-
scribe medicine to patients without the
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consent of amedical doctor, effectively
giving them full medical authority. Pas-
sage of thishill would increase competi-
tion in the medical field, theoretically
driving costs down while increasing the
quality of care. Testimony on HB 2256
isscheduled for Feb. 8-9.

Rep. Tom Sloan (R-Lawrence) isthe
primary sponsor of HB 2077, abill estab-
lishing a state cancer drug repository.
This bill would allow drug companies,
hospital sor patientstoturninunused can-
cer medi cationsto parti cipating hospitals
and clinics to be redistributed to needy
patients.

A uniquefeatureof theHealthand Hu-
man Services Committeeisthat all of its
meetings are broadcast live on the web.
Thelnternet addressfor thecommitteeis
www.kslegislature.org/
committeeminutes/0506/house/hheal th/
h_hhs.shtml

The House Education Committee and
House Select Committee on Education
Financearenearly donemeetinganddis-
cussing the issues of suitability and
weighting. A bill that addresses the Su-
premeCourt’ srulingonschool financeis

expected in the next few weeks. Once e
bill isdrafted, thecommitteewill listento
testimony, refinethelegidationif needed
and then moveit to the Housefloor.

The House Republican leadership is
optimisticthat asuitable, long-term solu-
tiontotheschool financeformulawill be
found.

Most committees are still hearing tes-
timony, but several interestingbillscould
be moved out thisweek.

Rep. Ward Loyd (R-Garden City),
chairman of theCorrectionsand Juvenile
Justice Committee, hasindicated that the
committeewill begindiscussionsregard-
ing the death penalty next week. The
KansasSupreme Court recently ruledthe
current death penalty statute unconstitu-
tional. Thisisacomplexissue, andamore
thorough discussion will be included in
the next newsletter.

TheFinancia InstitutionsCommittee,
chaired by Rep. Ray Cox (R-Bonner
Springs), will hear testimony onabill that
would capinterest ratesfor lenders. The
impetus behind this bill isto disallow
“payday loan” stores from charging ex-
orbitant ratesto consumers.

TheWildlife, Tourismand ParksCom-
mittee, chaired by Rep. Don Myers (R-
Derby), weretowork HB 21150nFeb. 7.
Thebill will repeal alaw passed late last
session that limited the areas in which
bow hunters could hunt. Passage of this
bill will again allow bow huntersto hunt
statewide.

| can be reached at (785) 296-7500 or
e-mail at jfaber@ink.org

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymousletters.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



