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What s the real reason
for social services
consolidation?

The Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services is smiling and
saying nice things while driving a knife into the back of the citizens of

Norton County.

A couple of years ago, the department decided to consolidate offices.
Consolidate — that’s a bureaucratic word for close, shut down, leave

town.

Bigwigs from the department went around to small Kansas towns and
told them that their social services offices would be closing and the
people who worked there could move to another town, find another
job or start driving anywhere from an hour to several hours a day.

Folks in Norton, Oberlin, Hill City, Smith Center and dozens of others
were told that the state was interested in their welfare so much that

they were being abandoned.

At first, the department said that it was closing the offices because of

money.

Everyone knew that the state was broke. Every department was being
cut back, and this was how Social Services was doing its part.

But then people started asking questions.

Questions like, “How can you save money if you’re going to keep the

same number of employees?”

Then the tune changed to, “We need to be able to manage our
people better and we can do a better job of that if they are all to-

gether.”

Translation — Our bureaucracy isn’t tight enough. We want to be
able to look over the shoulders of every employee and make sure they

are toeing the department line.

So over the past couple of years, social service offices have closed
across the state. Only in small towns. Only the places that can least

afford to lose state jobs.
Now its Norton’s turn.

Elsewhere in the paper, you’ll see a story about why Norton’s Social
Services office will close: Because several years ago the state needed
money, and the department saw that as an excuse to make unpopular
changes in the name of saving money. Now it has all its workers under

one thumb.

What is not said is that the department has since spent thousands to
move into new “service centers” in Colby and Phillipsburg to house all
the workers they have taken from the small towns.

These are lies, damn lies and statistics. The Department of Social and
Rehabilitative Services is feeding us statistics, but the agenda goes way

beyond that.

Congressman

— Cynthia Haynes
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legislation to increase benefits

Congressman Jerry Moran has spon-
sored |egislationthat will increasethefi-
nancial assistance paid to thefamiliesof
soldierskilled while serving in Irag and
Afghanistan.

Whenaservicememberiskilledinthe

lineof duty, their family receives$12,420 Rep Jerry Moran

for assistance. Mr. Moran’s legislation
increases this benefit to $100,000 and is
retroactiveto Sept. 11, 2001.

“You cannever put apriceonthelives
of those who die in the service of their
country,” Congressman Moran said.
“However, thislegislation will help bet-
ter express our nation’s gratitude to the
soldiers and the families for paying the
ultimate pricein defending our freedom.
It ismy hope that the House and Senate
will take quick action on thislegislation
to honor the survivors of our fallen sol-
diersby ensuringtheirfinancia stability.”

The Military Death Benefit Improve-
ment Act, H.R. 292, would increase the
one-time, tax-free, death gratuity pay-
ment to survivors of service members

Capitol
Views

killed in the line of duty. Effortsto in-
crease death payments have received
strong bipartisan support and will likely
beincludedinPresident Bush’ s2006 bud-
get.

“1 havevisited our soldiersinlrag and
Afghanistanandcantell youthat they are
truly our nations’ heroes,” Mr. Moran
said. “Increasing this assistance is not
about money, but about preserving the
memory of theseheroesand providingfor
their families.”

For more information, contact Con-
gressman Moran at (202) 225-2715 or
visit his web page at www.house.gov/
moranks0l/.
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Hidden deep Inside Is a shoe fetish

et’ s be honest — to some extent,
every womanhasashoefetish. My
nieceAlisonwasfeaturedinKan-
sas State University’s yearbook the
“Royal Purple” with a story about her
shoecollection afew yearsback.
Theeldest daughter had really weeded
hers down. (Being unemployed and in
school for six years can hamper one's
ability to support one’ shabit.) But | no-
ticed alot of Paylessboxesthelast timel
visited her.
| asked theobviousquestion, “ Dothey
haveaPaylessstoreintown?’
“They havetwo,” shegleefully replied.
| must be getting old because while |
still admirethe cute shoestheyoung gals
wear | havegiven up on buying shoesfor
myself.
| need awidewidth— hardtofind. My
knees hurt and | think | am going to fall
over when | wear heels. When | was
young | couldstandablister or twofor the
sake of fashion but no more.
Alisonisgetting married soon. Sothe
daughtersand | are all trying to find not
only the right shoes but also the right
dresses. Kateistaken careof — sheisin
thewedding party.
| ordered dressesfor Patriciaand Eliza-
beth. Patricialiked her dress— the skirt
was al flowing — just what you would
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want, but the top looked “funny.” Eliza-
bethliked her dressinthecatal og. But she
also saysit looks “funny” on her. I'm a
little confused. | didn’t order from
Clowns‘RUs.

Now Elizabeth would liketo beashoe
collector but it is hard to find the cool
stylesinsize 11. Shelovestowear high
heel sbut wantsher boyfriendstobetaller
thansheis. | supposethat’ swhy at 5foot
10inchesher social life mostly involves
watching old moviesin her apartment in
fuzzy dlippers!

Patricia sshoecollectionhasprobably
surpassed Alison’ sand sheal sohasaper-
fectly fine dress for the wedding in her
closet. Shemadeitfor4-H twoyearsago.
Butwenever foundtheright shoes. When
she modeled it in competition she bor-
rowed some shoes. She could have con-
veniently forgottento givethemback but
they were atad small. So she did and

never worethedress!

Wesearchedforapairidentical tothose
she borrowed but they were aseason old
sowecouldn’tfindthem. Theshoesneed
to be ivory, not cream, not vanilla, not
beige.

“Can’'t youwear black shoes,” | asked.

Sheagreed she could but proceeded to
tell me she hasno closed toeblack shoes.
While | understand the difference be-
tweenivory and cream | had ahard time
swallowing that.

Turns out she does have black closed
toe shoes but they areloafers, boots, etc.
(I haveoftenwonderedif God wastrying
tobe“funny” when heblessed mewith 3
daughtersall of who wear different sizes
of shoes!)

| ordered her black shoes. They werena
longer available.

[ finally foundivory shoesand ordered
them. They had tapered toes. | did not
realize that was code for witches' shoes.
They lookedridiculous. | measuredthem
against a pair she had left in the closet.
They weretwo and ahalf incheslonger.

Here' sanewsflash for shoedesigners
— women don’t want their feet to look
big. Andwe don’t want to look like the
wicked witch from the Wizard of OZ.

However, like Dorothy, we do know,
“Theright shoe changes everything!”

A mother’s decisions help in the end

Thereisalinein the movie “Fried
Green Tomatoes” which says, “A lady
knowswhenitistimetoleave’.

My siblingsand| haveoftenmarveled,
even before our mother died, onher keen
senseof timing.

Webenefited fromthistiming because
she made her own decisions and made
them beforewe had to take any action.

Giving up thefamily homeisnever an
easy decision and “paring down” on€e's
belongingsisnot only physically deplet-
ing, but emotionally aswell. Shedidthis
of her own accord when she moved to
PrairieMeadows.

Thefinal decision was hers and made
with her own unique sense of timing be-
foreanyonehadtosay,“Y ouarenolonger
abletotake care of thishouse”.

She made the move not as a negative,
but as the opportunity to have anew ad-
venture.

Driving isprobably oneof thegreatest
toolsof our independence. Handing over
thekeyswhenoneknowstheir drivingera
isover, isavery emotional and difficult
decision.

Mother madeit with her usual amount
of pride and independence, “My neck is
stiff and it is difficult to turn my head.”
That was an easier reason, than to say
macular degeneration has robbed me of
most of my eyesight.

Following her pacemaker in May of
2003, her strength diminished greatly.

Onceagain with her own senseof tim-
ing she made the decision to move to
Whispering Pinesintoanindependent liv-
ing apartment.

Shewassovery proudof her placethere
and enjoyed the community she gained.
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This last move, we are convinced, gave
her agreater quality and quantity of life
totheend.

My point is this; our actions impact
thosearound us.

Asparentswewant thebest for our chil-

dren. Aschildren, wewant thebest for our
parents, but it isnot anatural roleto par-
ent your parent.

Oftentimes, ageis seen asareason for
achildtoinvolvehimor herself inthisrole
reversal. Oftentimes children determine
what is best for their parents out of con-
venience for themselves and unfortu-
nately therearethosetimeswhentheneec
istherefor achildto stepinand makethe
decisions.

What agreat giftaparent givesus, when
they are able to think through their ac-
tions, make their own decisions and re-
joicenotjustintheir decision, butintheir
ability todo so.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.
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