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Mass consolidation
will be bad
for western Kansas

It’s out in the open now.

Eastern Kansas legislators want to close our schools.

Not just the struggling “little”” schools like Jennings, Brewster
and Weskan. Under one plan on the table in Topeka, it’s likely
that every district in northwest Kansas, save one or two, would be

forced to merge.

The legislators say, of course, that they don’t want to close
schools. It’s all about cutting administrative expense, they say.

Bull.

First, there’s no way to save money by consolidating districts.
Most have cut costs to the bone. Buildings still need principals.
Someone still has to fill out the state and federal paperwork.

Classes would still need teachers.

Jim Has, a research specialist with the Kansas Association of
School Boards, put it well: “The only way to have substantial
saving would be to close buildings.”

One plan, by Rep. Candy Ruff, a Leavenworth Democrat, would
cut to just one district in any county with fewer than 26,000
people, which is all of our counties. That would eliminate 122 of

the state’s 302 school districts.

Another, by Sen. Phil Journey, a Wichita-area Republican, would
require merging all districts under 1,000 enrollment. In north-
west Kansas, only a handful would survive.

And at first, perhaps, schools would remain open in county seat
towns. Forget about the little ones — Brewster, Rexford, Weskan
and the like. They’d be closed. Many are on the edge anyway.

But two things happen in school consolidations: The town with
the votes gets the schools, no matter what promises are made at
the outset. Ask people in McDonald. And since closing buildings
is the only real way to save money, someday it’ll happen. Stu-
dents in St. Francis, Atwood, Oberlin, Sharon Springs, Hoxie and
other smaller county seats will wind up being bused to “efficient”
high schools in larger towns. Even those schools will have less

money than they get today.

And people in the cities will neither notice nor care.
Their taxes won’t go down, education won’t be any better for
anyone, but rural kids will spend hours on a bus every day of their

school lives.
This is no joke, folks.

The Legislature is under the gun to do something about school
finance. Eastern Kansas has the votes. Unless we start screaming

now, our schools are toast.

People in Topeka, Johnson County and Wichita are stoking the

fires.

It will be up to our legislators, our school leaders and our people
to make a case for small schools. Let’s hope we are up to it, be-
cause nothing could be more important to our survival out here

on the Plains.

— Steve Haynes
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New peeler really does the trick

ormally | don’t get too excited

about potatopeel ers, but that was

beforel trieda“freebie’ | gotthe
other day.

My local creditunionhasanannual din-
ner for its members and always gives a
nice gift to each person attending. Last
year it wasasmall tool kit, just right for
theglovebox. Thisyear it wasa" gripper
flipper” (you' veseenthemontelevision
— you can pick up adimeor flip aham-
burger with them), and this little, unas-
suming potato peeler.

After removing the plastic coverings
fromflipper and peeler, | stuck theminto
my utensil crock onthecounter. My uten-
sil crock on the stove holdsitems | use
every day like spatulas, pancaketurners,
kitchen scissors and long-handled
spoons. The crock on the counter is re-
served for specialty tools like my
mother’ s rolling pin, a potato masher,
other sundry utensils, and the potato
peeler.

Saturday wehel ped with abenefit soup
supper for acouple herein Norcatur who
recently had ahousefire. | volunteeredto
make potato soup and beef stew. Nor-
mally, | don’t bother to peel my potatoes
for soups or stews, but Jim said, “I think
they’ dlook better if they were peeled.”

Now, | feel that way about carrots. |
wouldn’t think of putting an unpeeled
carrot in my stew, but | don’'t have that
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same passion about unpeel ed potatoes. |
know cooks in other countries think we
Americans are foolish for not using the
peels. And I’ m suremost of the nutrients
arein the peel or directly under it. I'm
sorry, but unpeel ed carrotsjust don’ t ook
right.

Startingonthecarrotsfirst, | decidedto
usemy new peeler. Slip, strip, and it was
peeled. Oneeasy strokeandthepeel came
off clean the entire length of the carrot.
About four turnsin my hand had the en-
tire vegetable cleaned and ready for the
next. Hey . . . thiswasamost fun.

WhenJimcameintothekitchentohelp
peel 15 poundsof potatoes(yes, hedid it
voluntarily) hestartedwithmy old peeler.
| suggested he might like to try the new
one.

“Well, it sfor surel don’tlikethisone,”
he said as he fought the pedler, trying to
get the peeling out of the blade.

After pickingupthenew peeler andtak-
ing afew swipes on a potato he said,

“Now, that’ smorelikeit.”

So the“ayes’ haveit. We have anew
potato peeler.
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The gospel group that Jim and | sing
withentertained after thesupper Saturday
night and likeJim said, “We' ve had sev-
eral requests, but we' re gonnasing any-
way.”

He' sawayslooking for new materia
and | try to help. This morning when |
opened my e-mail, | thought | had found
areal winner. A friend in Texas had sent
me the lyrics for a song that | always
thought had acertain “hidden” message.
But, when | started singing it to Jim he
gave me that you’ ve-got-to-be-kidding
look and said, “| don’t think so.”

It must al bein the perspective. | still
think the“Mississippi Squirrel Revival”
song would be adandy. Maybe he had &
problem with theverse about:

“All theway down to the Amen pew

Wheresat Sister BerthaBetter-Than-
You

Who' d been watching all the com-
motion with sadistic glee.

Oh, you should haveseenthelookin
her eyes,

When that squirrel jumped her gar-
tersand crossed her thighs,

She jumped to her feet and said,
“Lord havemercy onme.”

Likel said, it’ sahidden message.

Predliction; everyone Is going to win

chweather wehavebeen having!

Tryingtopack foratwo-day tripis

a challenge— oneday it’ s freez-

ing with astrong northwind and the next
it'sinthe 60s!

| wish the PETA (Peoplefor the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals) had showedup
at my houseonecold Sunday morning not
longagowhenweawoketofindthepipes
had frozen. They would have found out
wherethefarmwiferanksinrelationship
tothecows: A poor second!

“Theoldgirls’ asthecowherdisaffec-
tionately knowncouldn’twaitbut thisold
girl could. Thehubby rushed out thedoor
tofeedthem, promisingtohurry back and
get the pipes thawed. He got back about
3:30am.

| am just as bad about my little pets. |
keep afiltered water pitcher inthefridge
but it was only about half full. | drank
some but just could not stand to see the
petslick theicein their bowl, so | gave
themtherest. | would haveruntotownfor
bottled water if I’ d had too!

| missed church and the potluck after.
But | enjoyedbeinghomewiththeTV.By
4:30 we had running water and we
watchedfootball —New England and the
Indianapolis Colts. It was cold in
Foxbourough that day, too. Do you sup-
posetheir pipesfroze?

New Englandismy teamso | washappy
withtheresults. | am predicting they will
winthe Super Bow! again.

| like to watch sports and listen to the
Nortongamesandwrestlingontheradio.
Isn'titgreat that wehavealocal radiosta-
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tion that broadcasts all the Blue Jay
sports? Personally | enjoy listening to
wrestling morethan watching it because
| need someoneto explainitto me.

Here's another sports prediction: the
Blue Jays wrestlers will repeat as State
Champions.

TheMid-Continent L eague Basketball
Tournament wasal so heldthat weekend!
It was very exciting to see (or hear) the
girlsget back to Haysand win the cham-
pionship. Daughter Elizabeth, who
teaches at Smith Center, enjoyed there-
sultsof thefinal gamequiteabit.

She actually owns a polo shirt with &
Redmanonitsol amrelieved shehasn't
completely forgotten where she came
from!

It was sad to seethe boy’ sMCL Tour-
nament streak cometo anend— but they
aredtill aquality team. A third prediction:
they will qualify for thestatetournament!
Don't ask mewherel get theseideas— |
just haveafeeling.

We have been watching some college
basketball, too. KU is amost always &
surething. The KSU men seemtobeim-
proving and the KSU women and WSU
have been very successful!

My loyalty to KSU is such that | am
going to pick them over KU but | don’t
havetoo much confidencein my choice.

If youarekeepingtrack thatisfour pre-
dictions, | would be willing to take bets
onthefirst three.

Seventy-five per cent wouldn't be too
shabby! If they coulddothat well withthe
weather we' d be getting somewhere!

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



