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Norton boys
fall to Eagles

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’s Norton
Community High School boys
varsity basketball team played
better the second time around
against Trego but the final result
wasthe same asthetaller Golden
Eagleswon 65-51 in Mid-Conti-
nent L eagueactionon Friday night
inWaK eeney.

Norton played Trego in the
semi-finals of the league tourna-
mentandlost59-37. TheBlueJays
defeated Ellis the next night to
placethird in thetournament.

The Blue Jays were outshot
again but not by as big amargin.
In the first encounter, Norton hit
just 31 percent from the field and
on Friday night they swished 41
percent. The Blue Jaysalso hit 86
percent fromthefreethrow lineon
Friday.

Norton’s top two scorers also
returned to normal form. Senior
forward Ryan Maddy hit just 4
points the first time and 18 this
time around. Junior center Heath
Vincent scored just 2 points the
first meeting and connectedfor 17
on Friday.

Inbothgames, however, Norton
wasoutshot by Trego. TheGolden
Eagleshit 56 percent of their shots
in the first win over Norton and
swished 55 percent on Friday
night.

The first quarter ended with
Trego on top 15-11. Maddy hit a
three-point and two-point shot,
Vincent swished two baskets and
senior forward Justin Shirk con-
nected for two points.

WadeKnapp, Trego’s6-foot-8-
inch senior center, counteredwith
three baskets, Nathan L ocke, 6-
foot-5-inch junior, hit atrey and
two-point shot and Mark
Aschenbrenner, 6-foot-3-inch se-
nior, put intwo baskets.

Trego outscored Norton 14-11
inthe second quarter totakea29-
22 halftime lead. The Blue Jays
received two more baskets from
Shirk, one each from Maddy and
senior guard Jason Green and a
three-point basket by junior guard
Nathan Morse at the buzzer.

Knapp hittwo more basketsfor
Trego, senior Brent Deinesscored
hisonly points of the game when
he hit along range shot and two-
point basket. Locke and
Aschenbrenner each swished an-
other basket and sophomoreNick
Geist hit afreethrow for hisonly
point of the contest.

Trego extendedtheir advantage
inthethird quarter by outscoring
Norton18-12totakead7-34lead.
The Blue Jays' points came on
three baskets by Maddy and two
baskets and two free throws by
Vincent.

The Golden Eagles’ junior for-
ward Tyler Ummel, who had
scored 19 pointsin the first win
over Norton, did not scorein the
first half on Friday but broke his
droughtinthethird periodwhenhe
connected onfour basket attempts.
K napp continued tousehisheight
to advantage inside and scored
three more baskets. Aschen-
brenner and L ocke each hit abas-
ket.

Theshorter BlueJayscontinued
tofight into thefourth quarter but
wereoutscored 18-17toloseby 14
points. Norton wastrailing 60-48
with 1:041eft whenVincent scored
and was fouled. He hit the free
throw for a three-point play that
brought Nortonwithinninepoints
at 60-51. But the Blue Jayshad to
foul in hopes that Trego would
misstheir freethrowsand Norton
would get the ball back. Unfortu-
nately, Trego hit their charitiesto
add five more points onto their
total.

Vincent scored 7 points for
Nortoninthefourth periodontwo
baskets and three free throws.
Maddy hittwo basketsand achar-
ity toss, senior guard Aaron Over-
|easehit abasket frombeyondthe
arcfor hisonly pointsof thegame
and senior guard Kyle Kats hit a
two-point basket for hisonly tally
in the contest.

Knapp continued to dominate
insideduringthefinal stanzaashe
hit four baskets, including adunk,
and afreethrow.

“Despitetheloss, | thought our
boys played a very good game,”
said Coach Reusink.

“We didn’t shoot the ball very
well fromthethree-point lineand
were beaten badly on the boards
again but weplayed hard until the
end.”

Maddy shot very well inhitting
18 points. Hehit 7 of 10two-point
shotsfor 70 percent accuracy, was
1 of 5fromlong rangefor 20 per-
centand8of 150verall for 53 per-
cent accuracy. He hit 1 of 2 free
throws.

Vincent also shot well. He hit 6
of 10 attemptsfor 60 percentfrom
the field and was a perfect 5 of 5
from the charity stripe for 17
points.

Knapp, who scoredjust 8 points
in the first win over Norton,
pouredin 25 pointsto lead Trego.
Locke and Ummel each ended
with 12 pointsand A schenbrenner
added 10 points.

Asateam, Nortonconnectedon
just 3of 16 shotsfrombeyondthe
arcfor 19 percent but hit 18 of 35
two-point shotsfor anoutstanding
51 percentforanoverall total of 21
out of 51 for 41 percent.

Trego swished 2 of 4 from be-
yondthearcfor 50 percent and 26
of 47 fromtwo-point rangefor 55
percentand 28 of 51 overall for 55
percent.

Norton swished 6 of 7 charities
for 86 percent compared to
Trego's7 of 14 for 50 percent.

Norton was outrebounded 30-
20, not quite as bad as the first
game. TheBlueJayspulled down
8 offensive and 12 defensive car-
oms and the Golden Eagles
grabbed 12 offensive and 18 de-
fensive boards.

Vincent was|eading rebounder
for Norton with 7, followed by
Maddy, 5; Kats, 3; Overlease, 2;
Morse, Green, Shirk, 1 each.

Norton blocked four shots.
Vincent rejected two and Maddy
and Katsblocked one each.

The Blue Jays had 8 steals.
Overlease and Kats each had 4
thefts.

Nortonhad 10offensiveassists.
Overlease was the leader with 4,
followed by Morse, Kats, 2 each;
Maddy, Shirk, 1 each.

Norton had 14 turnovers but
forced Trego to turn over the ball
12 times.

Junior varsity boys

Coach David Stover’s Norton
junior varsity boys quintet lost to
Trego 55-42.

Nortontrailed 14-2 after thefirst
guarter but outscored Trego 19-10
inthesecond quarter tonarrow the
Golden Eagles' lead to 24-21 at
intermission.

Tregoextendedtheir leadinthe
third period by scoring 17 more
pointsandlimitingNortonto 10to
makeit a41-31 game. Trego aso
outscored Norton 14-11 in thefi-
nal stanzatowin by 13 points.

Logan Kats was | eading scorer
for Norton with 14 points, fol-
lowed by Wes Georgeson, 12;
Jared Engelbert, 5; Jared Cox,
Zach Dole, 4 each; Brian
Juenemann, 3.

TateLangled scoringfor Trego
with 12 points. Kevyn Goodman
added 11.

Next action

Norton's basketball teams are
scheduled to play Goodland in
Nortontoday, beginningat 5p.m.

Theboysjunior varsity contest
will beinWilmethKirk Memorial
Gym at East Campus. Gamesin
the high school Memorial Gym
will begin with the girls junior
varsity andwill befollowedby the
girlsvarsity and boysvarsity con-
tests.

GAME STATISTICS

Norton boys51

FGs FTsTP

2s 3sM-A
Nathan Morse 0 100 3
KyleKats 1 000 2
AaronOverlease 0 1 0-0 3
Jason Green 1 000 2
Ryan Maddy 7 1 1-2 18
Justin Shirk 3 000 6
Heath Vincent 6 05517
TOTALS 18 3 6-7 51

Trego boys65

Brent Deines 1100 5
Nathan Locke 313412
Nick Geist 0012 1
Tyler Ummel I5 0 2-3 12
Wade Knapp 12 0 1-2 25
Mark Aschenbrenner

5 00310
TOTALS 26 27-14 65
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Norton’sKlaire Mann steals the ball during the Lady Jays’ win over Trego on Friday night in WaKeeney. Mann and
Karlie Jones, No. 32, led Norton in thefts with three each. Behind them is Becca Ebert who was Norton’s leading
rebounder with seven and scorer with 12.

Norton girls beat Trego on Friday

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School girls varsity basketball
team wasn't hitting Friday night
but Coach Kevin Jilka's philoso-
phy to keep shooting paid off ina
47-27winover Trego Community
High School in WaK eeney.

Norton was outshot 38 percent
to30percentfromthefield but the
Lady Jays put up over twice as
many shots as the Lady Golden
Eaglesto makethedifference.

Hitting 83 percent fromthefree
throw linecomparedto 43 percent
for Trego aso made some differ-
ence.

“It wasn’t one of our better
games but it wasawin and we'll
takeit,” said Coach Jilka. “Thisis
atough placeto play but our girls
keep finding a way towin.”

Norton extended their season
recordto9-1and Tregofell below
500 percent to 6-7.

“Our offense took care of the
ball and handled their full court
press,” said the coach. “Even
thoughweheldthemto 27 points,
| wasn't ashappy with our defense.

“We're always glad to win on
the road in the Mid-Continent
League. Our girlsareplayingwith
confidence. Winswill do that.”

Nortonis3-0intheleaguerace
andtook over first placeon Friday
night when Victoriaand Hill City
both lost and are now 3-1 along
with Osborne.

With senior guard Amber
Engelbert andjunior center Becca
Ebert hitting the final five points
of thefirst quarter, Norton took a
16-6 lead. Engelbert buried a
three-point shot with 1:54|eftand
finishedwithabasket with 5.2 sec-
onds left. She was fouled on the
play and convertedthefreethrow.

Ebert hit two baskets in the
opening stanza, senior guards
Whitney Newell and Karlie Jones
each hit abasket and junior center
Chelsea Cox hit two freethrows.

Both teams hit 9 pointsin the
second quarter to make Norton's
lead 25-15 at halftime. Junior
guardKlaireMannhitabasketand
freethrow, Cox connectedfor two
basketsand Ebert tallied againin
the quarter.

After Jones' free throw with
3:11 left in the third quarter,
Norton led 32-18 but Coach Rose
McFarland’sTrego quintet scored
the next seven points to cut the
Lady Jay advantage to seven
points. Ebert finished the quarter
with a basket and Norton led 34-
25 with one quarter remaining.
Norton was outscored 10-9inthe
third period. Ebertalsohittwofree
throwsinthethird period. Baskets
by Engelbert and Mann were

Norton’sonly other baskets. Jones
added afreethrow.

Thefourth quarter belonged to
Norton, however, astheL ady Jays
didnotallowasingleLady Golden
Eaglebasket andlimitedthehome
team to just two free throws.
Meanwhile, Norton scored 12
points and extended their final
marginof victory to20 points. Two
of Norton'sfinal four basketswere
from beyond the arc as Jones and
Newell each buried three-point-
ers. Jonesal so hit two freethrows
and Newell hit one. Ebert and
Engelbert each hitabasket during
the period.

Ebert was leading scorer for
Norton with 12 pointson 5 of 9
fromthefieldfor 56 percent accu-
racy and aperfect 2 of 2 charities.
Engelbert added 10 pointson 1 of
5 from long range for 20 percent,
3of 8fromtwo-point rangefor 38
percent and 4 of 13 overall for 31
percent. Shealso hit her only free
throw.

Emily Deinesled Tregowith 12
points.

Asateam, Norton swished 3 of
14three-point attemptsfor 21 per-
cent, 14 of 42 two-point shotsfor
33percentand 17 of 56 overall for
30 percent.

Tregohit 1 of 3frombeyondthe
arc for 33 percent, 9 of 23 two-
point shots for 39 percent and 10
of 26 overall for 38 percent accu-
racy.

Fromthefreethrowline, Norton
connected on 10 of 12 triesfor 83
percentand Trego swished 6 of 14
for 43 percent.

Nortonoutrebounded Trego 29-
19. TheL ady Jayspulleddown 17
offensiveand 12 defensivecaroms
and the Lady Golden Eagles
grabbed 1 offensiveand 18 defen-
siveboards.

Ebert wasleading rebounder for

Nortonwith 7, followed by Jones,
6; Engelbert, Cox, 5 each; Mann,
4; Amber Overlease, Jessi
Duscher, 1 each.

ThelL ady Jayshad 11 steal sand
Trego hadjust 4. Mann and Jones
ledwith 3theftseach, followed by
Newell, 2; Cox, Ebert, Engelbert,
1leach.

Norton was credited with 12
offensive assists compared to
Trego’s 8. Jones was the leader
with 5, followed by Newell, 4;
Ebert, 2; Engelbert, 1.

Nortonhad 10turnoversandthe
L ady Jay defensecausedthelL ady
GoldenEaglestoturnover theball
20times.

Junior varsity won

Coach George Rossi’s Norton
junior varsity girlsteam defeated
Trego 48-30.

Nortonheld quarter leadsof 11-
8, 27-18 and 36-22.

L eading scorer for Norton was
Chantille Campbell with 13, fol-
lowed by L acey Roe, 10; Rachael
Lentz, 8; Maggie Nielsen, 4;
ChelleDonovan, 3; KlaireMann,
Amber Overlease, Haley Jones,
Amber Waggoner, KylieMorel, 2
each.

Michele Ummel was high
scorer for Trego with 10. Julia
Albin added 8.

“We played much better asthe
game went along,” said Coach
Rossi. “We did amuch better job
of working against the press and
getting theball inside.

“We still make too many silly
errorsbut our girlsarelearningto
play with each other.

“We needed a good scoring
night.”

Freshmen girlswon

CoachJoanBolt'sNortonfresh-
men girls quintet defeated Trego
27-15.

Nortonheld quarter leadsof 13-
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2,18-4and 24-8.

ChantilleCampbell wasleading
scorer for Norton with 11 points,
followed by Megan Kats, 5; Jes-
sica Strickland, Haley Jones, 4
each; Kylie Morel, 2; Thee
Wiseman, 1.

Christine Schreiner wasleading
scorer for Trego with 6 points.

“We had another good defen-
sive performance,” said Coach
Bolt. “ Our presstransitioned into
someeasy baskets. Weal soplayec
very good heads up defense.

“Offensively, wedidagoodjok
of working the ball around anc
gettingitinside.

“Weal so had somegreat contri-
butions off the bench. All eight
ladies played solid basketball.”

Next action

The Norton girlswill be on the
hardwoods again today versus
Goodland. Gameswill beginat 5
p.m. with the junior varsity boys
gamein Wilmeth Kirk Memorial
Gym at East Campus and junior
varsity girlsintheMemorial Gym
atthehighschool, followed by the
varsity girls and varsity boys
games.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton girls47

FGs FTs TF

2s3sM-A
Whitney Newell 1 1 1-2 6
ChelseaCox 2 022 6
KlaireMann 2011 5
BeccaEbert 502212
Karlie Jones 1134 8
Amber Engelbert 3 1 1-1 10
TOTALS 14 310-1247

Tregogirls27

Denise Neff 0113 4
Cindy Riedel 3012 7
Aubrey Riedel 1 000 2
Emily Deines 5 0 2512
CourtneyRiedel 0 0 1-2 1
KileeZeman 0012 1
TOTALS 9 16-14 27

Senior quarterback named to
NCAA Il All-America Team

By DICK BOYD

Neal Philpot,6-foot-4-inch, 254
pound, senior quarterback from
Nortonfor thePittsburg StateUni-
versity Gorillas, has been named
to the NCAA Division Il second
teamAll-AmericaTeamfromDon
Hansen’'sFootbal | Gazette.

Pittsburg state was ranked No.
linthenationandwasundefested
until losing the national champi-
onshipgame36-31toNo. 3ranked
VadostaStateUniversity, Georgia
on December 11.

Thisseason, Philpot becamethe
firstquarterbackinDivisionll his-
tory to rush and pass for 1,000
yardsinaseasonfor threeseasons.
He completed 96 of 170 passes
(56.5 percent accuracy) for 1,825
yards and 25 touchdowns and
rushed for 1,398 yards and 16
touchdowns and set an NCAA-II
record for highest average yards
per passcompletionof 17.9yards.

Philpot finished his four-year
college career with 10,168 yards
of offenseto becometheall-time

leaderinMid-Americalntercolle-
giate Athletics Association his-
tory. When Philpot was the start-
ing quarterback, Pittsburg State's
record was 38-8.

The Gorillas captured the Mid-
Americachampionshipenrouteto
the playoffsand finished 14-1.

Philpot helped direct &
Pittsburg Stateoffensethat set all-
time NCAA all division records
this season for points, 837; rush-
ing yards, 5,320 and total yards,
8,976.



