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By Kirk Kasson, Almena Congregational Church

much he has invested so they might succeed.

Our horse died.
If you’re an animal lover, you can probably relate to our
sadness, but | want you to understand that this horse was
more than apet. Think hunting dog. Imagine youare anavid
hunter, taking every opportunity you have to huntand learn
about hunting. Now imagine that you bought a puppy, nota

‘Make My Day!

high dollar
puppy, but one
with reasonable
breeding, one
you’d saved up
for. Imagine you
had spentthe last
year using all
you’ve learned
about hunting
andtraining dogs
to train this
puppy, and that
he had shown
promise to be the
best hunting dog
you have ever
had. The smart-
est. The one with
the most natural
ability. One that
was going to be
your best dog for
along time. Now
imagine that he
died suddenly.

That’s pretty
much how my
wife feels. She
had put a lot of
herself into this
horse, and was
proud of him.

When you in-
vest in some-
thing emotion-
ally, physically,
financially, and
with your time, it
hurts to lose it.

How much has
Jesus invested in
you?

How much
doesithurtChrist
to see his chil-
dren fail? To see
them fall? To see
them die eternal
death apart from
him, knowing
full well how

hospital..
the dishes?

SUNDAY
John
17:1-26

When was the last time
someone gleamed at you and
said, “You made my day!”?
Do you remember what you
did that got that response?

Perhaps you looked up
and smiled sincerely as a co-
worker walked by your desk,
telling her, “I’m so glad
you’re here. I know you’ll be
a big help with this job!”

No? Did you take dinner
to a neighbor the evening she
returned home from the
.and stay to wash

MONDAY
Matthew
16:1-12

You may have encountered a troubled acquaintance and
offered your phone number and a listening ear..
Whatever the situation, it is important to realize that we never
know when we could be making a life-altering impact with a small
kindness or extra consideration. God may be using us for His
particular purpose. Romans 8:28 explains, “We know
that in everything God works for good with those
. who love Him, who are called according to His
y purpose.”
Would you like to learn more about God
working through you? Worship at your
chosen House of worship this Sabbath. It
will make your day...God’s way.

TUESDAY
Matthew
16:13-28

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Matthew Matthew
11:1-19 11:20-30
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. “day or night”.

You cannot invest in something you love without the risk
of losing it. God took the biggest risk, not when he created
people, but when he allowed them to be free of his will.

To love is to risk being hurt. Our Father loved us so much,
he not only allowed his son to die for our sins, he allows us to

reject his son, to
deny his son,
even to mock his
son. (See John
3.16, Isaiah 53,
Psalm 22).

Will we buy
another horse?
Yes. Because we
love loving, and
we are risk tak-
ers. Areweguar-
anteed happi-
ness? No. The
horse could die.
He could disap-
point. We could
even get hurt.
But those facts
don’t change
who we are. We
are lovers. We
arerisk takers. In
that way we are
like God.

One more
thing. Are you
willing to love
people enough
thatyou are will-
ing to risk being
hurt by them?
Let me suggest
that if you are
not, you have no
businessbeinga
parent. Or mar-
ried. Or a
teacher. Or a
thousand other
things, includ-
ing a pastor.

Ichoosetolove
people. To invest
in them. To be-
lieve in them.

DN V(I VA  Sometimes they

Matthew Matthew fail. Sometimes

12:1-14 PALEYAM they hurt me
(sometimes |
hurt them). But |
take the risk.
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing » Dozer Work ¢ Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme ¢ 874-4974

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas  Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme * 877-2133
Toll Free 866-249-7804

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-3 p.m.

Leigh Ann Hahn, Manager

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Artline Graphics
Business Cards, Envelopes, Letterhead,
Brochures, Business Forms,
Color Copies, Laminating,
Wedding & Graduation Invitations
411 E. Holme * 785-877-2255

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

NortonHowers, Gifts & Greenhouse
Floral Arrangements
Trees Shrubs * Bedding Plants
209 N. Kansas - Norton - 877-3345
Greg & Annette Overlease
FREE DELIVERY IN TOWN

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme ¢ Norton « 877-2411

Oberlin 785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M.  Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Sarah Ketterl White, D.V.M. ¢ Aaron R. White, D.V.M.

Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12
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By CYNTHIA KINDALL

Dorothy Bernard and her
daughter, Ardie Grimes, went to
Logan Manor on Dec. 5 to visit
WayneBernard, Rose Gulick and
Bessie Donahey.

Robber bingo was played on
Dec. 17. ThehotitemswereaJohn
Deeretractor calendar, apoinset-
tiatowel, toilet paper and paper
towels. The reaction of 18 resi-
dents always wanting what an-
other resident had made for afun
evening.

The Barney Cox family joined
PhiledaNelsonfor abirthday din-
ner. Birthday giftsweregivenand
all had areally nicetime.

On Dec. 20 several residents
went on a Christmaslight tour of
Norton. They were: Violet
VVolgamore, lone Jordan, Bethand
Elton Bryant, Melvin Hanchett,
PhiledaNelson, MerleApplegate,
Don Moody, Dorothy Bernard,
Cynthia Collins and Cynthia
Kindall. They all agreed that we
had seen thelights!

On Dec. 21 the Norton high
school Jay Singerswereat Whis-
pering Pinesfor thesecond annual
Christmas coffee. Residents
greatly enjoyed this event. And
how many could have the Jay
Singers sing just to you for your
88thbirthday likeour own Phileda
Nelson did as they sang Happy
Birthday.

Birthdays for December were:
PhiledaNelsononthe21st; Daryl
Olsononthe23rd; Dick Hemphill
onthe24th; andHazel Batesonthe
30th.

On Christmas Eve, Margaret
McElvoy from Topeka, was here
to visit her mother, Carrie
Malcolm, for acoupleof daysand
said she enjoyed our warm
weather. Good thing she visited
when shedid.

Christmas Day, and the fol-
lowing, saw most of Doris
Stump’sfamily hereasthey cel-
ebrated Christmaswith her. Su-
san and John Wise from Ft.
Worth, Texas; Kathy and Ted
Mick and oldest son Chrisfrom
Newton: and their second son
James who is attending college
in Ithaca, N.Y.; Brian and Julie
Fischer from Solomon: Bonnie
and Terry Laughlin with their
four boysfromNorton, and Dave
and TriciaFischer with daughter
Heather from Norton, They en-
joyedavariety of soupsand holi-
day goodies, caught up on fam-
ily news and laughed a lot over
Uno card games.

Christmas Day brought more
Christmas visitors. From Kansas
City cameJames Sankoand Mona
Asforth. They cametovisit Carroll
and Evelyn Hall. Also visiting
wereJonand Spencer Sankofrom
Superior, Neb., the day after
Christmas.

NEWALMI

Earl and Phyllis Scharnick vis-
ited for Christmas from Milwau-
kee, Wisc., with Phileda Nelson
and her sister, Karen and Barney
Cox.

Joiningusfor our secondannual
New Year's Eve party were the
following: MelvinHanchett, Beth
and Elton Bryant, Dorothy Ber-
nard, Dorothy L undgren, |one Jor-
dan, Lucille Stackhouse, Doris
Stump, Alice Voyt, Elaine anc
Allen Tacha, Violet Volgamore,
Margaret Richards, Betty Reed;
and PhiledaNel son. Highwinners
of the Pitch games were Dorothy
Bernard, Allen Kindall and lone
Jordan. They all agreed to do it
again next year.

We have two new residents:
Dorothy Lundgren and Priscilla
Johnson. Welcometo our family.

Lucille Stackhouse's daughter,
Linda, andfamily andtheir grand-
children went out to eat at
McDonad’ son New Year’'sDay.

Betty Reed left with her daugh-
ter and spent a week in Denver
over theChristmasholiday before
returning home.

We were saddened to learn of
the death of LIoyd Ritter on Dec.
31. He will be missed as he was
also one of the card players. Alsc
another resident that will be
greatly missedisAliceFoley. Our
heart goes out to her family.

Elton and Beth Bryant spent
Christmasafternoon and evening
at the home of Kenneth anc
Darlene McClelland at Beaver
City, with their family. Dave anc
Kendra Anderson of St. Paul,
Neb.; Tonya Apsegren of Ft.
Callins, Colo.; Shane, Keri anc
Zari AspergrenfromParis, France.
Kennis and Nancy McClelland,
Beaver City; Kaine McClelland,
Ann McClelland, Kearney; and
Kaylene and Jeff Bell, Kyle,
Karissaand Justin of Holdrege.

PhiledaNel son spent Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day in the
home of her daughter and son-in-
law, Karenand Barney Cox. Join-
ing them from Milwaukee, was
Phyllisand Earl Scharnick.

Phileda celebrated a belated
Christmas on Dec. 29 in the Cox
homewith her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Thiscel ebra-
tion included: Keith and Jennifer
Hauser, Hadley, and Tessa of
Norton; BradandAnn Cox, Brant,
Camden and Kale Cox of Long
Island; Nathan and Tracy Cox,
Nelsonand MolliefromWillmar,
Minn.; and Brad and Karlynn of
St. Paul, Minn.

The grandchildren and great-
grandchildren also visited Mrs.
Nelsoninher homeat Whispering
Pines.

January birthdays cel ebratec
and to be celebrated are Elfriede
Kelly, 9th; Mabel Malcolm,11th;
and Don Moody, 29th.
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By BETTY OTTER

House guests at the home of
Marion and Lorraine Long over
the Christmas weekend were
Irene Schieferecke, M cPherson
and Roger Schieferecke, Hays.
Othersjoiningthemon Christmas
Eve or Christmas Day were Joe
Long, Mike and Barb Long,
Christie Long, Joey Tillery,
Leawood; Will Long, Naples,
Fla., and his fiancee, Raegan
Willoughbe, Minneapolis, Wally
andKelly Margheim, Zander and
Ella, South Bend, Ind.; Ed and
RoxieSchuster, Daniel, Dominic,
Mark, Michael and Margaret,
Milford, Ohio; Jack and Renee
Cella, Joseph, Rachel and Claire,
Denver; Roger and JoAnnLong,
New Almelo; Frank and Letty
Long, Jason and Jonathon, St.
Elizabeth, Mo.; Jeffrey Long,
U.S. Air Force, stationed at
Wichita Falls, Texas. Their
daughter, Jennifer Long, is also
with the Air Force stationed in
Great Falls, Mont., and was un-
ableto be homefor the holidays.

On Sunday, thefamily gathered
at the Graham County Commu-
nity Building in Hill City with
Gary and Carolyn Long as hosts.
Family present were: Marion and
Lorraine Long, Roger Long,
Renee Cella, Roxie Schuster and
Margaret, Joeand RoseAnnLong,
Christie Long and Joe Tillery,
Mike and Barb Long, Will Long,
Raegan Willoughbe, Bill Barker,
Sue Molnar, (Ritawas working),
Tom and Jan Long, Hays; Irene
Schieferecke, Roger
Schieferecke, Frank and L etty
Long, Jason Long, Jeffrey Long,

Jonathan Long, Gary and Carolyn
Long, Hill City; Adam Long and
Traci Long, Hays; Leonard and
Joan Long, Zach and Alaina, Lo-
gan; Mark and Gerry Baalmann,
Grinnell, Mandy Baalmann anc
Chad Baker, Kansas City. New
Year’sweekendfamily comingtc
stay were Floyd and Karen Long
and Sammy, Kimball, Neb.;
Rhonda and Dale Rice, Canton;
withLeonardand JoanL ong, Zach
and Alaina, Logan; joining them
onNew Year'sDay.

The Roger Long family gath-
ered ChristmasEveat thehomeof
Roger and JoAnn Long. Those
present were Renee and Jack
Cella, Joseph, Rachel, Claire,
Denver; Ed and Roxie Schuster,
Daniel, Dominic, Mark, Michael
and Margaret, Milford, Ohio;
Darinand JoanieWinkel, Bethany
and Brooklin, Norton. The
Schuster family stayed for aweek
before returning home.

Raymondand BonitaSlipkeand
family went to Phillipsburg on
ChristmasEveday tothe homeof
Bonita’'s mother, Vicki Kendall
and her husband Glenn. Alsc
present were Mr. and Mrs. Dustin
McClurg and family, Logan. On
the night of Christmas Day, they
joined other Slipkefamiliesat the
homeof EdwinandMiriam Slipke
at Hoxie.

Others present were Mike anc
Kathy Slipke and Sarah, Downs;
Linda and Ron Baumberger,
Heather, Kendra, Salina; Cheryl
and Ryan Goheen, Pratt; William
and Michelle Slipke and family,
Hoxie; Alan and Phyllis Slipke,
Topeka.



