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Headline season
begins in Topeka

The Legislature is back in session, and Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
has challenged the members to work together to handle the
issues of school fianace and health insurance.

In her State of the State speech last week, the governor sug-
gested the legislature look “outside the box” to find ways to solve

the state’s financial problems.
She said the Kansas economy is

improving, and that the im-

provement should continue through the next year, noting that
the state added 25,000 jobs last year.

School finance took top billing because the state Supreme
Court has given the Legislature a deadline of April 12 to “bal-
ance” the funding formula. Sebelius did not give a specific solu-
tion to the school finance issue, but rather said she would work
with the two houses of the Legislature to find a workable solution.

Following the governor’s speech, the Republican leadership
presented a pre-recorded message from the new Senate Presi-
dent Steve Morris (R-Hugoton) in which he agreed that the
school finance issue will be tough. Morris said no one person has
the answer. He said all ideas should be examined as the Legisla-
ture looks for way to handle the court decision.

Reaction to the State of the State was along party lines, with
most Republicans complaining that Sebelius did not give enough
details of her budget plans, never discussing her ideas to handle

the school issue.

Democrats, naturally, said she gave a good speech and had a

good vision of the state’s future.

In the past, the speech has been used to lay out specific budget
proposals and to list the goals of the governor for the session, but
Sebelius sidestepped the specifics as she presented her case for a

healthy Kansas.

With her speech out of the way, the Legislature took little time
in grabbing more headlines with the introduction and quick
passage by the Senate of a same-sex marriage amendment on the
fourth day. The House is expected to be as quick this week, and
there is little doubt about the bill’s passage.

The quick action by the Legislature would mean the largely
local ballot on April 5 would become a statewide ballot with the
proposed constitution amendment added.

Whether such an amendment is needed will be debated over
the next two months, but it is another example of probably bad
laws being pushed through without taking time to stop and think
about the impact. The state already has a law on the books pro-
hibiting same-sex marriages, but for a minority of Kansans, that is

not enough.

While the Legislature tries to grapple with more important
issues like school funding and health care costs, they will try to
keep the citizens focused on the question of same-sex marriages.

Here is a bet it will probably work.

— Tom Betz

Memories of Monsignor
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Some decisions are tough to make

ou know there are some things

that have noright answer. I'ma

person who likes cut and dried
answers, thekindwhereyouknow imme-
diately what you should do.

| missmy mother asl wrestlewithfind-
ing answersbecauseeven though | know
what shemight say, till therewasalways
abit of surprise and mystery, so | was
never totally sure.

When | ask Jack hesays, “ dowhatever
youwant”.

What if | want both?

And besides, | want himtojust tell me
what to do. But aas, heistoo much of a
gentleman and amanto do that.

He truly meansit when he says, “I'll
support you no matter what you decide.”

| alwaystry tolistentothat “ still small
voice'.

However sometimes, | wish Godwould
writeonmy wall (thekidsawaysgot my
attentionwhenthey didthat). I’ d probably
listento Himif Hedid.

And soit waslast week that | wrestled
with career decisions.

For years | engaged in my career of

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

choicewithloveand commitment —stay
at homemom.

| believed what | was doing was the
mostimportantjobtherewasand| wasn't
willingtoturnit over tosomeoneel se. But
now with children raised, college com-
pleted, | have choices.

| lovemy job asBig BrothersBig Sis-
terspart-timeexecutivedirector, but | was
offeredafull timepositionwithanagency
alsonear and dear tomy heart, Head Start.

Andsol weighedmy options. Andthen
decided.

Both agencies work with children,
prabably theonetrueplacewherewecan
change our future. Both are made up of
caring, dedicated personnel. Both

Parishoners of St. Francis Catholic Church remember former Norton priest

TotheEditor:

When Msgr. Armand Girard passed
away Jan. 5, Esther and | lost agoodfriend
of over 30 years.

Hewasawonderful pastor. Hewas so
sincere, compassionate and loved all
people.

Esther and | attended the 50th anniver-
sary of hispriesthood. Therespect shown
by hundreds of people was overwhelm-
ing.

Shortly after hemovedto Goodland, we
played Goodlandthereinfootball. Before
thegame, hecametoour sideand greeted
all theBlue Jay fans.

Shortly beforethe kick off he said, “I

will haveto gototheother side. | haveto
support my ‘ Goodland Cowboys' now.”

One of his favorite expressions was,
“Hewasagood man”.

Last week | receivedinthemail aclip-
pingof hispassingaway from TheSalina
Journal. My friend penned anotein the
letter.

Hisnotesaid... “Hewasagood man”.

| would liketoteeit up again and play
9, 12 or 18 holes sometime with Msgr.
Girard. It just won't happen, but that is
OK. 1 will still remember our fellowship
fondly.

Sincerely,
Esther and Jack Ward, Norton
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TotheEditor:

Our family hadlivedinNortononly two
years when Msgr. Girard arrived to be
pastor of St. Francisof Assisiin 1975.

Our sons, Daniel and Dominic, were
altar boysand enjoyed servingMass. Our
daughter Andrea was president of the
Catholic Y outh Organization for one
year.

They all have pleasant memories of
their closenesswithM sgr. Hewasa ways
kind and encouraging.

In 1977 after the stillbirth of our son
Christopher, hestressed over and over not
to blameourselves.

Msgr. said, “You will think on many

thingsanditisnot your fault.”

When it was announced that the state
hospital would be closing, Msgr. Girard
wrotemany lettersand madephonecalls
encouraging the location of the prison
hereat Norton.

He was very community-minded and
cared about all thepeople. Msgr. married
both Andreaand Daniel inbeautiful wed-
ding ceremonies. | had the privilege of
serving aspresident of the parish council
during histimehere.

Our family shed many tears when he
was transferred and he has always re-
mainedin our hearts.

Charlene Weskamp, Norton

struggle to find new ways to reach chil-
dren, help parents and benefit society.
Both depend onthecommitment of many
toserveafew.

So thereisn't any way to balance the
scalesthisway.

Oneissalaried and oneishourly. Nei-
ther will givemelargeamountsof money,
but each will enrich my life. Both have
some benefits, but eachlacks some.

Andsol guess, it doestruly comedown
towhat am | “supposed” to do. Because
inmy heart | believe God caresabout the
big events and little events and His plan
for meincludes both.

| announced my resignation and ac-
cepted thenew position last week.

| amexcitedandscared. Butl dobelieve
afull-timepositioninanagency that | feel
passionate about, coming at thistime, re-
vealstheplanof amindgreater thanmine.

| guesswe never know if the decisions
wemakeareright until we seethewhole
picture at the end of our lives. The nice
thingisl havemy parent’ slegacy of, once
you have made the decision you never
look back.

Msgr. Armand Girard

Cousin adds family perspective to memory book

From the Editor:

My parents missed Father Armand
Girard’ sordination by two hours.

Thetrain bringing them to Concordia
fromKansasCity waslate, and my grand-
parents had to leave for the ceremony in
Salinawithout them.

They were there, however, when the
new priest celebrated hisfirst Mass.

There' s a picture somewhere with al
the family spread out on the steps of the
church. My grandmother and grandfather
aretherewith my father and hissisters.

My mother watched the picture being
taken. She wasn’t amember of the fam-
ily — not yet.

Father Girard, later Monsignor Girard,
wasour family priest. Every largeCatho-
lic family had one. His mother and my
grandfather were brother and sister, and
sinceheand my father werefirst cousins
andaboutthesameage, they gotintoafew
scrapestogether.

When Steveand | weremarriedin 1971,
Monsianor Girard wasthereto help cel-

ebrate the Mass, bless the marriage and
party with thefamily afterwards.

Hewastherefor thefuneral sof bothmy
grandparents, saying the prayers and
blessing their casketsat the cemetery.

And hewastherefor my father, stand-
ing out in the cold, November drizzleto
sprinkleearth and say theritual words of
blessing and comfort.

| remember after the funeral and the
meal intheparishhall, thefamily returned
tomy parent’shome.

My father had been avery socia per-
son. He loved everyone and always
wanted them to feel at home. When he
went to Mexico, he brought back every
formof a cohol known. Whilehehimsel f
only took ashot of whiskey now andthen,
and my mother isallergic to alcohol, he
alwayswantedtomakesurehisguestshad
any kind refreshment they wanted.

With Daddy gone Mother was stuck
with aliquor cabinet overflowing with
thingsfor which shehad no use.

Sheaaveboozetomyv cousinsandtomyv

sisterandmeandtoMonsignor Girard. He
didn’t drink any morethanmy Dad, but |
remember himleavingthehousewithtwo
bottles.

Afterward, | wouldjokethat my mother
paidtheminister at my father’ sfuneral in
whiskey. Thiswaspartially true because
he wouldn’t accept any regular form of
payment, although he had to travel from
Goodland for thefuneral.

After Msgr. Girard’ sfuneral in Salina,
| went to Concordiato see Mom, who i<
now inanursing home. | took her thefu-
neral pamphlet andorder of servicebook.
| alsohad somefamily picturesandahis-
tory of the Aurorachurch, whichhad been
availablefor family and friendsto take.

“Well, Mom,” | said, “Y ou’re not go-
ing to get monsignor to say your funeral
Mass. Ontheother hand, there’ sgoingtc
be one more friendly face to greet you
when you get to heaven.”

Shejust smiled and nodded yes.

CynthiaDesilet Haynes
editor and publisher



