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The Norton-Smith Center girls basketball game for the Mid-Continent League Tour-
nament championship on Saturday in Gross Memorial Coliseum in Hays was a close
one from start to finish. Shown on the pretty even opening jump for the ball are Smith
Center’s Toni Fuller, No. 20 and Norton’s Chelsea Cox, No. 12. Norton edged Smith

Center 29-28 for the championship.

Norton girls beat Smith Center for league title

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka’s No. 3
seeded Norton Community High
School girls varsity basketball
team edged No. 5 seeded and de-
fending champion Smith Center
29-28to winthe championship of
the Mid-Continent League Tour-
nament on Saturday in GrossMe-
morial ColiseuminHays.

It was Norton's first Mid-Con-
tinent L eague Tournament cham-
pionship since the Lady Jays de-
feated Smith Center 48-32 in
1999.

Both teams played tough de-
fense, whichresultedinlow shoot-
ing percentages and low scoring.
Norton hit 23 percent from the
field and Smith Center swished
just 31 percent of their field goal
attempts. Both teams hit 11 field
goalsand four freethrowsbut the
difference was one more three-
point basket by the Lady Jays.

Smith Center jumped outtoa4-
O lead on baskets by Toni Fuller.
BeccaEbert scored Norton’sfirst
pointswith abasket with 3:40 | eft
in the first quarter. Whitney
Newell stoletheball and drovefor
alayintotiethescoreat 4-all with
1:25leftinthefirst quarter.

Amber Engelbert’ sbasket with
25 seconds remaining gave
Norton a 6-4 lead after one quar-
ter.

Vanessa Peterson hit athree-
point shot for the Lady Redmen
but a Jones free throw with 5:10
left tied the score at 7-all. Deb
Fricker tallied for Smith Center
but Engel bert buried athree-point
shotwith2:58leftinthehalf toput
Norton ontop 10-9.

Chelsea Cox hit her first points
of the game with 1:58 left when
she swished two free throws to
give Norton a 12-9 advantage.
Rebekah Burgess hit a basket for
theLady Redmenwith1:211efton
theclock and Peterson hit her sec-
ondtrey of thequarter withjust 24
secondsleft to put Smith Center on
top 14-12 at intermission.

Eachteam hit just three baskets
in the third quarter but two of
Norton’s were from beyond the
arc. Jones hit atrey and Ebert a
two-point shot and Fuller swished
atwo-point basket for Smith Cen-
ter to give Norton a17-16 lead
with 4:41|eft. Burgessconnected
on afreethrow to tie the score at
17-al. Fuller hit two consecutive
field goal stoput theL ady Redmen
ahead 21-17 withtwominutes| eft.
Jones kept it close by burying a
three-point basket at the1:40 mark

tomakeit a21-20 gamewith one
quarter remaining.

Ebert scored for Norton to start
the fourth quarter but Fuller an-
swered at the Smith Center end of
thecourt. Ebert rebounded and put
the ball back up and in to give
Norton a 24-23 |lead. Jones con-
nected onatwo-point attempt and
Norton led 26-23 with 4:39 | eft.
Burgess scored for the Lady
Redmen and Fuller added a free
throwtotiethescoreat 26-all with
4:01remaining.

A freethrow by Jonesat the 3:32
mark put Norton ahead 27-26.
Neither team scored again until
Fuller tallied with 28 seconds| eft
in the game to put the Lady
Redmen on top 28-27. Norton
workedtheball insideto Cox and
sheresponded with abasket with
just ninesecondsremaining to put
Norton ahead 29-28. It was the
only basket of the night for Cox,
whoisusually thelLady Jays' |ead-
ing scorer, but it couldn’t have
comeat amoreopportunetimefor
Norton.

Smith Center brought the ball
down court and called atime out
with 3.9 seconds showing. The
Lady Redmen set up a potential
scoring play but unintentionally
threw the ball out of bounds.
Norton threw the ball in bounds
and Newell was fouled immedi-
ately with 2.2 seconds left. She
missed the charity try but Smith
Center didnot havetimetotakethe
ball down court and shoot. The
buzzer sounded andthelL ady Blue
Jays were the league tournament
champions!

“Itwasn’t pretty but wewill take
it,” said Coach Jilka. “ Some way
these girls find away to win and
that’swhat isimportant.

“We didn’t shoot the ball par-
ticularly well for whatever reason
but our defensewas good enough
for ustowin.

“Qur girls have been through a
lotand haveputinalot of work to
get to this point. We have some
work to do but weknow thisteam
will doit

“Wearevery proud of our girls
right now. They aregivingit their
al.”

Jones was the only double fig-
urescorer for Norton. Shefinished
thegamewith 10 points. Joneshit
2of 10frombeyondthearcfor 20
percent, 1 of 6 two-point triesfor
17 percent and 3 of 16 overall for
19 percent. She also swished 2 of
4 free throw attempts for 50 per-
cent.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Ebert scored 8 pointson 4 of 7
fromthefieldfor 67 percent.

Leading scorer for Smith Cen-
ter was Fuller with 15.

Asateam, Nortonconnectedon
3 of 18 shotsfrom long range for
17 percent, 8 of 30two-pointtries
for 27 percentand 11 of 48 overall
for 23 percent.

Smith Center hit2of 6trey tries
for 33 percent, 9 of 30 two-point
attempts for 30 percent and 11 of
36 overall for 31 percent.

Fromthefreethrow line, Norton
connectedon4 of 7 for 57 percent
and Smith Center on 4 of 9for 44
percent.

Norton was outrebounded 31-
24. TheLady Jayspulleddown 9
offensive and 15 defensive car-
omscomparedto 8 offensiveand
23 defensive boards by Smith

Norton boys place
third In league tourney

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’s No. 6
seeded Norton Community High
School boys basketball team em-
ployed a smothering defense to
defeat No. 5seeded Ellis53-420n
Saturday eveningin GrossMemo-
rial Coliseum in Hays to place
third in the 10-team Mid-Conti-
nent L eague Tournament.

TheBlueJays, whohadwonthe
tournament thepast six years, lim-
itedthe Railroaderstojust 20 per-
cent shooting.

Norton lost a59-37 semi-final
game to a hot-shooting No. 2
seeded Trego on Friday. The
Golden Eagles hit 56 percent of
their shotsagainst Nortonandwon
the championship on Saturday by
defeating No. 8 seeded
Phillipsburg 45-40.

Oshorne defeated Hill City 43-
39 to place fifth, Plainville
outscored Smith Center 59-43 to
finishin seventh placeand Stock-
ton defeated Victoria 76-69 to
place ninth in the tournament.

With senior forward Ryan
Maddy back ontarget after afour-
point scoring effort against Trego,
the Blue Jaysheld a17-6 lead af -
ter onequarter against Ellisandled
the Railroaders by 31-16 at half-
time. Maddy hit two shots from
beyondthearcandtwotwo-point-
ers and a free throw for 11 of
Norton’spointsinthefirst quarter,
then added 9 more pointsin the
second quarter onthreetwo-point
baskets and one from long range.

Junior center Heath Vincent hit
a basket in the first quarter and
three free throws in the second.
Senior forward Justin Shirk
swished afreethrow intheinitial

Center.

Cox wasleading rebounder for
Norton with 7, followed by
Newell, 6; Jones, 5; Engelbert, 3;
Ebert, 2; Overleaseg, 1.

Norton had 11 steals compared
to 2 for Smith Center. Newell led
with 4 thefts, followed by Jones,
3; Cox, Klaire Mann, Ebert,
Engelbert, 1 each.

Newell led offensive assists
with 3, followed by Jones, 2;
Mann, 1.

The Lady Jays had six assists
compared to 10 for the Lady
Redmen. Newell ledwith3assists,
followed by Jones, 2; Mann, 1.

Norton had 10 turnovers but
caused the Lady Redmen to turn
over theball 18 times.

Osborneplacedthird by defeat-
ing Victoria 70-37. Fifth place

period and abasket inthe second.
Senior guard Aaron Overlease
buriedathreepoint shotinthefirst
quarter.

After an impressive first half,
the Blue Jays found alid on the
basketinthethird quarter andwere
outscored 10-2to cut their lead to
seven points at 33-26. Shirk hit
Norton’sonly basketintheperiod.

Norton got back ontrack inthe
fourth quarter when they
outscored the Railroaders 20-16.
Ten of the Blue Jays final stanza
pointscame at the freethrow line
as they connected on 10 of 18
charities.

Junior guard NathanMorseand
Shirk each hit two baskets and a
freethrow, Maddy added abasket
and three charities, Overlease
swishedfour freetossesand senior
guard Seth Millshit acharity.

“We had adecent first half and
shot the ball well but went flat in
the second half,” said Coach
Reusink.

“We put them to the free throw
line too much and didn’t attack
well enough on our full court
press.

“Beingwithout our senior point
guard Kyle Kats, who had a
sprained ankle, didn’t help but it
gave someof our bench playersa
chanceto step up.”

Maddy hit 3 of 6 shotsfrom be-

went to Phillipsburg who
outscored Trego 38-37. Hill City
won seventh place by defeating
Ellis 54-44. Plainville won ninth
place with a41-31 victory over
Stockton.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton girls29

FGs FTs TP

2s 3sM-A
Whitney Newell 1 0 0-1 2
ChelseaCox 1 0 22 4
BeccaEbert 4 0 00 8
Karlie Jones 1 2 2410
AmberEngelbert 1 1 0-0 5
TOTALS 8 3 4729

Smith Center girls28
Toni Fuller 6 0 36 15
VanessaPeterson0 2 0-1 6
RebekahBurgess2 0 1-2 5
Deb Fricker 1 000 2
TOTALS 9 2 4928

yond thearc for 50 percent, 6 of 9
from two-point land for anet-siz-
zling 67 percent, 9of 150verall for
60 percent marksmanshipand4 of
9freethrowsfor 44 percent and 25
points.

Shirk wassecondhighscorer for
theBlueJayswith 10 points. Hehit
40of 9fromthefieldfor 44 percent
and 2 of 4 charitiesfor 50 percent.

Leading scorer for Ellis was
DarenHaaswith 15 points. Chuck
Parks added 9 points.

Asateam, Norton connected on
4 of 16 shotsfrom long range for
25 percent, 13 of 30 two-point at-
temptsfor 43 percentand 17 of 46
overall for 37 percent.

The Blue Jay defense held the
Railroadersto 2 of 10fromthree-
pointrangefor 20 percent, 10 of 49
two-point shotsfor 20 percent and
12 of 59 overall for 20 percent.

Fromthecharity stripe, Norton
connected on 15 of 28 for 54 per-
cent and Ellisfound the range on
13 of 23 for 57 percent.

The Blue Jays dominated the
backboards, pulling down 39 re-
bounds compared to 22 for the
Railroaders. Norton grabbed 14
offensiveand 25 defensiveboards
while Ellis pulled down 6 offen-
siveand 16 defensive caroms.

Nine different Norton players
grabbed at |east one rebound.
Maddy was the leader with 13,
followed by Overlease, 7; Morse,
Kats, Shirk, Vincent, 4each; Mills,
Jason Green, Jared Engelbert, 1
each.

Vincent blocked threeshotsand
Morserejected two.

Norton had five steals. Over-
leaseand M addy had two eachanc
Engelbert had onetheft.

TheBlue Jays had nine assists.
Kats led with 5, followed by
Morse, 2; Overlease, Maddy, 1
each.

Nortonturnedtheball over 19
times and Ellis had 11 turn-
overs.

GAME STATISTICS

Norton boys53

FGs FTs TF

2s3s M-A
NathanMorse 2 0 1-2 5
Seth Mills 00 12 1
AaronOverlease0 1 46 7
Ryan Maddy 6 3 4925
Justin Shirk 40 2410
HeathVincent 10 35 5
TOTALS 13 4 15-28 53

Ellisboys42

AdamAugustinel 0 00 2
DylanLang 10 36 5
Daren Haas 4 0 7-12 15
KyleUrban 10 00 2
ChuckParks 3 0 35 9
Jerome Gottschalk

02 00 6
EricGaschler 0 1 00 3
TOTALS 10 3 13-23 42

Norton girls beat Osbome In semi-finals

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka's No. 3
seeded Norton Community High
School girls varsity basketball
teamjumpedout early toabiglead
andhelda37-21 advantageat half-
time, thenhadtofight hardto hold
off a rallying No. 2 seeded
Osborne quintet to win 48-39 in
the championship semi-finals of
theannual Mid-Continent League
basketball tournament on Friday
in Gross Memorial Coliseum in
Hays.

The Lady Jays scored 22
pointsin the first quarter and
held the Lady Bulldogs to just
10. Junior guard Karlie Jones
poured in two baskets from be-
yondthearc, two two-point bas-
kets and two of two free throws
for 12 of Norton’spoints. Junior
center Chelsea Cox swished
three baskets and two of two
charities for 8 points. Junior
guard Klaire Mann hit Norton’s
other basket in the quarter.

Norton’s shooting cooled off a
littlein the second quarter but the
Lady Jaysstill outscoredtheL ady
Bulldogs 15-11 to lead 37-21 at
intermission. Junior forwardAm-
ber Engelbert did some sharp
shooting in the second stanza as
shedrained athree-point shot and
two two-point baskets. Jones
added two more baskets, Cox
scored again from the field and
junior center BeccaEbert swished
atwo-point shot.

TheLady Jayshit 15 of 28 bas-

ketsattempted inthefirst half for
an excellent 54 percent accuracy.
Inthesecondhalf, they couldman-
ageonly 3of 19shotsforacold16
percent and the Lady Bulldogs
took advantageto cutintothebig
first half lead.

Nortonscoredjust four pointsin
thethird quarter ontwo basketsby
Cox and Osborne hit 10 pointsto
cuttheL ady Jays advantageto41-
31.

Norton slowed the game down
offensively in the fourth quarter,
making Osborne foul to get the
ball. Cox hit Norton’sonly basket
of the final stanza but added two
morepointsonfreethrows. Junior
guardWhitney Newell hittwofree
throwsand Engel bert swished one
charity. TheLady Jaysscoredjust
7 pointsin the final quarter but
Norton’sdefenselimited Osborne
tojust 8 points.

“It was atale of two different
halves,” said Coach Jilka. “We
played very well in the first half
and hung in there in the second
half.

“Weknew they’ d makearun at
usinthesecond half and, unfortu-
nately, someshotswerenot falling
for us. Wemadefreethrowswhen
we needed them, however, and
played decent defense. It wasn’t
real pretty but we survived and
advanced to the championshipfi-
nals.

“Thisteamfightstotheend and
findsaway to win games.”

Leading scorer for Norton was

Coxwith18pointson7of 17field
goalsfor 41 percent accuracy and
4 of 6 from thefreethrow linefor
67 percent.

Joneswasright behind herinthe
scoringdepartment with 16 points.
Sherang the bell on 2 of 5 three-
point attempts for 40 percent, hit
4 0f 8two-pointtriesfor 50 percent
andwas6 of 13 overall for 46 per-
cent marksmanship.

Engelbert swished 8 points. She
foundtherangeon 1 of 4trey tries
for 25 percent, 2 of 4 two-point
shots for 50 percent and 3 of 8
overall for 38 percent. Shehit 1 of
4 free throw attempts for 25 per-
cent.

Top scorer for Osborne was
Karie Ubelaker with 11 points;
JannicaSchulteand KalaClausen
each hit 8 points.

Asateam, the Lady Jays con-
nected on 3 of 11 from beyond
the arc for 27 percent, 15 of 36
two-point attempts for 42 per-
cent and 18 of 47 overall for 38
percent.

Osbornehitjust 1 of 7triesfrom
longrangefor 14 percent, 16 of 28
two-point attemptsfor 57 percent
and 17 of 350verall for 48 percent.

Fromthefreethrowline, Norton
swished 9 of 16 for 56 percent
comparedto4 of 8for Osbornefor
50 percent.

Osbornehadadlight 24-22 edge
inrebounding. TheLady Bulldogs
grabbed 4 offensiveand 20 defen-
sive caroms while Norton pulled
downg8offensiveand 14 defensive

boards.

Cox wasleading rebounder for
Norton with 9, followed by
Ebert, 5; Jones, Engelbert, 2
each; Newell, Mann, Amber
Overlease, Chelle Donovan, 1
each.

The Lady Jays had nine steal s
and the Lady Bulldogs had three
thefts. Jones and Engelbert each
had three steals, Newell had two
and Cox had onetheft.

The Lady Jays good offensive
teamwork wasevidenced by their
19 assists. Newell led with seven,
followed by Cox, four; Ebert,
three; Jones, Engel bert, twoeach;
Mann, one.

Norton had 9 turnovers com-

paredto 17 for Osborne.
GAME STATISTICS
Norton 48

FGs FTs TP

2s 3sA-M
Whitney Newell 0 0 2-4 2
ChelseaCox 7 0 46 18
BeccaEbert 1000 2
KlaireMann 1000 2
Karlie Jones 4 2 2-2 16
Amber Engelbert 2 1 1-4 8
TOTALS 15 39-16 48

Osborne39

Demi French 1002 2
KarieUbelaker 4 1 0-0 11
JannicaSchultze 4 0 0-0 8
MichelePrinc 2 0 1-2 5
Jessica Patee 2 000 4
KalaClausen 3022 8
MeredithMusil 0 0 1-2 1
TOTALS 16 1 48 39



