OnTV.

Take advantage of the best
local guide to what's on TV
next week with The Tele-
gram’s handy schedule of
programming.
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Sports:

The Norton girls basketball
team wins the league
tournament and the boys
take third.
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Norton, Kansas
Home of Brad Braun

Girl Scouts
to sell cookies

Girl Scouts cookie sales will
begin Friday with the girls going
door-to-door. If, for some reason,
you are not called on and would
like to order cookies, call Lois
Rostek at 877-3493 or Debbie
Graham at 877-2250.

Retailer training
set for Monday

The Norton County Council on
Alcohol and Other Drugs is offer-
ing free training to all Norton
County alcohol and tobacco
retailers from 5:30-8 p.m. on
Monday at the Norton City office.

Retailers, who carry products
used as methamphetamine pre-
cursors, such as pseudoephedrine,
are also invited to attend.

The free seminar will provide
information on Kansas laws and
regulations concerning the sale of
alcohol, tobacco products and
items like coffee filters, lighter
fluid, rock salt, and medication
containing ephedrine that is used
in the production of methamphet-
amines.

Pre-registration is required.
Contact the Regional Prevention
Center by noon Friday.

Former priest
to be remembered

Memories of Msgr. Armand
Girard are being accepted by The
Telegram until Thursday. As many
as possible will be printed on
Friday. Send memories to The
Norton Telegram, 215 S. Kansas
Ave., Norton, Kan. 67654; e-mail:
telegram@nwkansas.com; or fax
to (785) 877-3732.

Forecast:

Tonight — Cloudy with lows in the
upper 20s. Wednesday — Partly
cloudy with highs in the lower 50s.
West winds around 10 mph. Wednes-
day Night — Mostly clear with lows
around 30. West winds 10 to 15 mph.
Thursday — Partly cloudy with highs in
the mid 50s.

Howell report:

Friday ..o High 15, Low 5
Saturday ........ccoveiiinnns High 21, Low 7
sunday ......ooeveevenenne, High 33, Low 20
Monday ........cceevnne. High 30, Low 21
Weekago .....ccccevevvnee. High 31, Low 17
Monthago ..........cc...... High 52, Low 33
Yearago .......oceevvervennn. High 49, Low 30
January precipitation .............. .50 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ....... .50 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Dear Jesus Christ, you are the giver of
life, the Son of the living God. Help us
remember that our steps can be sure
when we acknowledge your holy
presence in every moment of our day.

Amen

-

The Norton City Fire Department putoutacar fire cause of an electrical problem.
Saturday night after the engine caught fire be-

Blaze pulls firemen out into cold

A car firehad theNorton City FireDe-
partment out in the frigid cold Saturday
night.

Fire Chief Mitch Jonessaid theengine
compartment of a 2000 Toyota Celica,
belonging to Gary Coffman of Lenora,

Credrit Union
looks back

on great year

By VERONICA MONIER

The United Northwest Federal Credit
Union of Norton and Oberlin had agood
year.

Board Chairman Steve Mathes said at
Monday’ sannual meeting that 2004 was
oneof thebest yearstheorgani zation had
ever had.

Hesaidthecompany had anincreaseof
over $2millionintotal assets, itsbestever.
Over the past five years, he said assets
haveincreased by morethan$12million,
well over 100 percent.

Mr. Mathessaidthecredit unionadded
50 new membersin 2004 and haveadded
557 over thelast fiveyears.

“Management and the board of direc-
torswill continuetodoeverythingwecan
to make surethecredit union doeswell,”
he said. “Hopefully, we'll have more
good newsto give next year.”

Manager Mark Keiligwent over thefi-
nancial and manager’s reports with the
more than 200 customers, who attended
the meeting.

Mr. Keilig said, in 2004, the financial

Man wins
big television

Richard Martin won a 51-inch
colortelevisionfrom Nex-Tech as
part of the company’s holiday
open house celebrations. Mr.
Martin was one of nine cable sub-
scriberstowinthe big screens. He
said that he and his wife, Roberta,
enjoy watching travel programs,
movies and sporting events on

their new television.
— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

wascompletely engulfedinflameswhen
his crew showed up at 509 N. Jones six
minutesafter gettingthecall at 9:10 p.m.

Thel4firemenandtwotruckswereon
the scenefor about 30 minutes. Oncethe
flames were put out, he said the car was

f Ry

— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

determined to be atotal |oss.

Chief Jones said the cause of the fire
waselectrical. Consideringthecoldtem-
perature, he said, nothing unusual hap-
pened and there were no problems with
the pumpsfreezing up and noinjuries.

Denise Bailey was recognized fo

r her 25 years of service to the United

Northwest Federal Credit Union at the group’s annual meeting.
Mark Keilig, the credit union’s manager, presented her withamantle

clock as an appreciation gift.

institution had given 1,021 loans to 649
borrowersfor amost $14 million with a
$247,000 allowancefor loan losses, and
had $7.5millionincashandinvestments,
$76,000inland and building, $46,000in
furniture and fixtures, and more than
$318,000in other assetsfor almost $21.7
millionintotal assets.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

There were $70,500 in liabilities,
$19,600 in shares deposited, and $2 mil-
lioninreservesfor amost $21.7 million
inliabilitiesand ownersequity.

Hesaid thecredit union had agrossin-
come of $1.2 million, expenses were
$532,000, and a most $321,000waspaid

(Continued on Page 5)

Landfill
gets closer
to opening

By VERONICA MONIER

The landfill is getting closer to being
done.

SolidWaste Supervisor Curt Archibald
told the Norton County Commissioners
aweek ago Monday that he had talked
withengineer Pat Cox of BG Consultants,
who in turn had spoken with Geo Core,
the company that isdrilling the monitor-
ingwells.

Mr. Archibald said Geo Corewasdrill-
ing the two monitoring wells, which are
required by the state.

Commissioner Dean Kruse said the
county hastodrill thewellsandthen have
them pumpedfor 60 days. Heasked what
would happenif thewellsfailedtohavee
clean test after the 60 dayswas up.

Mr. Archibald said hedidn’t know but
didn’t think it would be aproblem.

“We have to have some optimism
here,” hesaid.

Commissioner John Miller said the
county had a monitoring well at the old
landfill and never had any problemswith
it.

Mr. Archibald said the new pit is pro-
gressingwell. Hesaid Whitney Construc-
tion is nearly finished digging the first
cell,whichis380feet by 180feet andwill
be 20 feet deep when finished.

He al so brought in asample of netting
that could possibly be used for wind
screensat thelandfill. Hesad thescreens
arecustomsized sothey will fittheframes
made by the Road and Bridge Depart-

ment. Hesaid for about 20 screensit will
(Continued on Page 5)

State radios
too costly
for county

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County Undersheriff Rich
Wenzl is not sold on the state’s plan tc
have the counties go over to a800 MHz
system.

At the request of Sheriff Troy
Thomson, Deputy Wenz| attended &
meeting about thenew system, whichthe
state highway patrol isusing.

“There' ssomereally neat thingsabout
the 800 MHz radio system but it’ s horri-
bly expensive,” Deputy Wenzl told the
commissionersat their meeting on Mon-
day.
Hesaidif the system were set up right
you couldtalk toanyoneinthestatefrom
anywhereinthecounty. However, it’ snot
set up properly, hesaid.

Thestatehasspent $36 milliontosetup
towersfor the new system but they need
another $30milliontogetitwhereit needs
tobe, hesaid.

The stateis proposing a 10-year lease
program for the counties.

“They would buy the radios, install

(Continued on Page 5)




State radio Idea
costs too much

(Continued from Page 1)
them and repair or replacethem,”
hesaid.

The cost would be $250 per ra-
diotoprogramand $600 per radio
tolease per year.

Deputy Wenzl said he did a
rough estimate of 30 radiosinthe
county betweenthesheriff, ambu-
lance and fire departments.

Hesaidhedidnotincluderadios
used by the City of Norton or the
rural fire departments. Also each
repeater radiowill beanadditional
$250, he said.

Commissioner JohnMiller said

that would cost about $18,000 a
year.
“Including Almenaand L enora,
I came up with adollar figure of
over $44,000 a year.” Deputy
Wenzl said pointing out that’ sjust
rent.

It would cost at least $2,500 to
buy a mid-level radio and you
would still haveto rent the tower
space, hesaid.

“l was shocked,” he told the
commissioners.

“I didn’t think it would cost
nearly thismuch.”

Mr. Miller said he was afraid
the state will make the counties
change within the next year or
two.

Deputy Wenzl said he's afraid
that evenif thecountiesall accept
the system and it gets perfected,

changing technology will makeit
outdated in 10 yearsor less.

Atthistime, hesaid, thestateis
not requiring use of the new sys-
tem.

“Bottom line down there, they
saidthisisnot somethingthestate
is going to make mandatory,” he
said. “I don’'t know whether they
aretelling thetruth.

“Having saidthis, thestatemay
not require it but the FCC may
come in some day and make you
doit.

“1 didn’tunderstandall of this.”
he said of the meeting, “but, | did
understand the dollar amounts.”

The system the county hasnow
cost it $40,000 to install, he said.
Withthenew systemitwould cost
$44,000 every year.

“What’ syour advice?Drag our
feet?” Commissioner Kruse
asked.

“Ohyeah,” theundersheriff re-
plied.

“Even the new 911 money
won'tpay forthis,” Mr.Miller ob-
served.

“They aren’t sure you can use
that terrorist money for this,”
Deputy Wenzl said.

“1"d drag my feet on it. If the
FCC comesout and saysyou have
to, youdoit.

“But, I'mhoping it takesavery
longtime.”

Long-awaited landfill
gets closer to completion

(Continued from Page 1)
cost around $2,000.

He said the netting will last
seven to ten years and hasawar-
ranty that canbeproratedfor seven
years.

The netting isused at landfills,
driving ranges and soccer fields
and everyone who uses them
seems to have pretty good luck
with them, he said.

Mr. Archibald said he has got-
ten quotes on three types of net-
ting, but one was discounted be-
cause he broke it with his hands.
Thesamplehebroughttothecom-
missioners Monday couldn’t be
broken by hand.

“1t’ ssimilar tothestuff Phillips-
burgusesat theirlandfill,” hesaid.
“It looks pretty good to me. The
main thing is to make sureit’'s
strong and will last awhile.”

Mr. Archibald said the orange
netting that the commissioners
had asked about beforeisweather
resistant, but doesn’t comein the
sizesneeded for theframes.

Mr. Kruse asked if there was
anythingthat wasbetter or compa-
rable.

Mr. Archibald said he would
check into afew more types of
netting.

“This stuff really caught my
eye,” hesaid. “It’ sstrong enough
to catch stuff, especially tum-
bleweedsand it lastsawhile.”

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Adopted amemorandum into
the Norton County Handbook
which says that full or part-time
staff, or volunteers, with the
Norton County Emergency Medi-
cal Serviceareconsidered ashav-
ing “ saf ety-sensitive positions”
and so will be subject to drug
screenings.

« Signedtwo checksfor theam-
bulance department. One wasfor
fuel for $74 and the other for the

replacement of petty cash for
$96.15.

* Met with Noxious Weed De-
partment Supervisor Reggie
Beckman. Mr. Beckman gavethe
commissionersanitemized|ist of
thebillings and spraying done by
his department in 2004. The bill-
ingswerebrokendowntoseparate
labor and chemical purchase.

Mr. Beckman said sprayingthe
right-of-ways for the county’s
road and bridge department was
$16,400and sprayingfor theKan-
sasDepartment of Transportation
was $1,800. He said 164 private
salesweremadefor chemical to85
customers. The county staff
sprayed 58 jobs.

He said the main areas of con-
cern continueto bebindweed and
musk thistle.

« Kept the county’ s depository
banks— First Security Bank and
Trust Company of Norton and
Lenora, the Bank of Norton, First
StateBank of Norton, and Almena
StateBank of Nortonand Almena.
—thesame.

» Changed the reimbursable
mileage rate to 40.5 cents/mile
from 37.5 cents/mile. The three
centincreasewassetin November
as the new standard mileage rate
by the Internal Revenue Service.

» Kept The Norton Telegramas
theofficial county paper.

*Weresworninby 17thJudicia
District JudgeBill Elliott withthe
other elected officials. Being
sworn in were Commissioner
Leroy Lang and Mr. Miller, Nor-
ton County Sheriff Troy Thom-
son, County Attorney Karen Grif-
fiths, County Clerk Robert Wyatt,
County Treasurer CynthiaLinner
and Register of Deeds Wanda
Vincent.

* Passed aresolution requiring
additional standardsfor apipeline
and conduit locator system.

Norton County Weather for January 18" - 24"

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon
< < < <% am < <
. . . . . .

56/25 58/27 S55/25 53/23 43/18 48/23 53/25

Normal High 39
Normal Low 16

Sunrise 7:54 to 7:58am
Sunset 5:43 to 5:50pm

Over the first two weeks of January, bitterly cold
temperatures and some snow and ice, have heating bills
shooting through the roof. Today skies will clear and
winds will turn to the southwest finally warming us up.
This week highs will be in the 50’s with lows in the mid
20’s. This weekend will be 10 degrees cooler, but there
are no chances for moisture until towards the end of the
month. We will continue to monitor the possibility for a
record cold February!

www.decisionweather.com

1-866-SKY-EYES
Copyright © 2004 Decision Weather, Inc.
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Charla Sprigg received a big hug and blue carnation
from son Michael as father David looked on during
Senior Night ceremonies at Norton’s wrestling duals
with Smith Centerand Trego on Thursday evening. The
other senior wrestlers, who honored their parents were:
Blake Hillebrand, son of Susan and Frank Hillebrand;

PaulJuenemann, son of Angie and Lee Juenemannand
Korey Look, son of Janet and Chuck Look. The senior
managers, Kelli Johnson and Claudia Lacy, also hon-
ored their parents, Joy and Bill Johnson and Jeanette
and Gary Lacy. Mr.Lacy and Mrs. Hillebrand are also

pictured.

- Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Credit Union has top-notch year

(Continued from Page 1)
out individends, for anetincome
of $364,000, anincreaseover last
year's $254,000.

The credit union had 2,221
membersin 2004.

“It has been another successful
year,” he said. “But it takes the
membersto makeit that way.”

Mr.Keiligsaidtherewereafew
political issues that needed to be
watched, including a push from
theK ansasBankersAssociationto
tax credit unions. Thisisoneben-
efit of being a cooperative and
with that we are able to offer
higher savings rates and lower
|oanratesto our members, hesaid.
Mr. Keilig encouraged members

SUBSCRIPTION RATES—

to contact their legislatorsif this
becomesanissue.

He said they are also watching
bankruptcy reform, which could
help credit unions slow unpaid
debt.

Mr. Keilig said “Internet fish-
ing” isabig problem. Hegavethe
membersafew tipstoavoididen-
tity theft, includingdestroying pri-
vaterecordsand statementswhen
you’ re done with them, securing
mail, safeguarding social security
numbers by not placing them on
checks, notleaving apaper trail by
alwaystakingyour creditcardand
debit card receipts, knowing who
you're dealing with, taking your
nameoff marketers*hitlists’, be-
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ingdefensivewith personal infor-
mation, monitoring your credit
report, and reviewing credit card
statementsto make surethere are
no discrepancies.

Bill Bealegavethesupervisory
committeereport, sayingthat all of
therecordswereingoodorder. He
said thefederal examinersgavea
good report and hope that the
creditunioncontinuesinthedirec-
tionit’ sheaded. Hesai d thesuper-
visory committeewill continueto
work with the employees and do
businessas usual.

Board member elections were
held.

Mr. Mathesand Jim Greenwere
both re-elected to three-year
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terms. Alsoontheballot were Joy
Johnson and Alan Hale.

Special giftsweregivento Mr.
Keiligfor his10yearsof service,
Denise Bailey for 25 years and
DonMcClellandfor 10yearsasa
volunteer.

Members of the board are Mr.
Mathes, Mr. McClelland, Greg
Engel, Bette Townsend, and Jim
Green.

Making up the supervisory
committee are Don McMullen,
Mr. Bealeand BrendaMann. Em-
ployees are Mr. Keilig, Ms.
Bailey, Sharon Black (Oberlin),
Lori Duscher, Susan Gilgenbach,
Jamie Applegate, Kimberly
Soutter and CarissalLacy.
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