Astrong economy
needs foreign workers

Sen. Pat Roberts has it right when he says the U.S. needs to do
something about the mess we call an immigration policy, and
soon.

The senator, at a stop in Topeka, called for “guest workers” visas
for the estimated 11 million illegal aliens now living and working
in this country. He wants Congress to act by summer.

The biggest problem, Mr. Roberts said, is that with so many
illegals in the country, it’s impossible to control our borders and
keep an eye out for terrorists.

Immigration foes call for stronger laws and tougher border
enforcement, but that is not working. More law and more border
guards will only increase the expense of patrolling a border that
can’t be sealed.

Work is the key.

These workers would not be coming here if there weren’t jobs
for them. Our economy depends on foreign workers. Europe is in
the same position, and has the same doubts. We both are so
prosperous, we need foreign workers to keep our economies
rolling.

As in Europe, there is opposition to foreign workers here.

Much of it is based on fear and prejudice. But all of us descend
from someone who came here as an immigrant. Even the so-
called Native Americans came from Asia.

Assuming that we could round up all the illegals and ship them
home, the result would be a disaster.

Our economy would grind to a halt. Work would not get done.
Roads would not be built. Crops could not be harvested.

We need a work visa program, and we need to offer people a
chance to earn a place in this country. That’s part of what
America is all about.

Just letting workers in won’t solve the problem, because many
people come here not just to work for a few years, but for a new
life.

Their desire is so strong they risk their lives sneaking into the
country. A few more guards won’t stop them.

People who want to live here that badly will make good Ameri-
cans — if they have jobs, homes and a chance to pay taxes.

We need to share our dream with them. As Sen. Roberts puts it,
we cannot ignore or extinguish the flame on the Statue of Liberty.
If the words on its base are anything but a hollow sentiment, we
need to welcome this new wave of immigration.

As all the ones before, it will make us stronger, better and hap-
pier in the end.

There will be a fight.

But it’s important to make some sense out of this mess. We’ll all
be better off if immigrants among us are legal, with drivers’
licenses, insurance and tax forms, not hiding in some invisible
empire.

We’ll all be better off if the government can keep track of aliens
and screen the flow for terrorists, criminals and drug dealers.

And we’ll all be better off if we welcome our guests instead of
scorning them. — Steve Haynes
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Cold weather makes for poor fashion

his might become known as the

“hunker down” winter. With day

after day of relentless, bitter-cold
temperaturesit hasbecomeablur of days
and nights wrapped in snuggle bags and
wool socks.

I’'mafraidJimnor I, neither one, would
win any trend-setter awards for our at-
homeattire. Infact, wefear the“fashion
police” areplanningaraidat any moment.
Wewouldbothbefoundguilty of serious
crimesagainst polite society.

Jimstrivesfor an airtight “ seal” when
he dresses for work. First, it'stwo pairs
of socks brought up and over the long
underwear. Next, ashort-sleeved T-shirt
goes under along-sleeved one. They are
topped with a sweatshirt, then overalls
and finally coat, hat and gloves. He says
heis"hermaneutically sealed”.

| amfortunateenoughtohaveaninside
job, so at the office, | haveto maintain a
semblance of style and decorum. Home
isadifferent story. Jim hasan old pair of

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

100 percent wool sockswith the back of
the heel blown out. They are now my
socks. | wear them constantly when I'm
home, lounging andtobed. Nothing beats
wool for warmth. Ever seeasheep shiver
fromthecold?l rest my case.

—ob—

This cold has forced folks to stay in-
doors. However, a couple of my writer
friends have decided to fight back. We
agreed, monthsago, tohavelunch“ some
day.” Thisweek (barring ablizzard) we
areactually goingtodoit. Wehaveset a
luncheon date and even though we'll al

probably order soup, we' regoingtobrave
the elementsand get together.

| have always admired their talents.
Thesewomenareclever anderudite. They
havetheability toturnaphraseand paint
a mental picture. Perhaps | can learn
something from them.

—ob—

Our granddaughter Alexandria cel-
ebrated her 10th birthday with aparty for
all her classmates. During the gift open-
ing, | wasstanding next tooneof theboys.
He seemed a little impatient as Alex
openedupone*girly thing” after another.
A diary, a purple purse with feathers,
bubble bath and I otions.

| said, “What’ sthe matter? Don’'t you
wanttogo, ‘Oohandaah, likethegirls?’

“Naw,” hereplied,“| justwant thecake
andicecream.”

At 10, I think Alex qualifiesasan offi-
cial pre-teen. I’'m just glad her grandpe
and| cansitback and enjoy theshow from
thesidelines.

Are clean windows really important?

lady | knew said her grandmother

always said there was never a

week so busy that you could not
wash awindow.

Atthetime, | livedinthehouseweare
now remodeling.

It has 27-39 windows, depending how
youwanted to count them. (Arethethree
separatewindowsinawindowseat oneor
three?Dosidelightscount or arethey part
of thedoor?) | really paidforittoo—once
ataclub | belongedtotheroll call wasto
pay atax for every window inyour house.
Wewent withthe 27 figureon that.

Anyway, the point was well-taken,
even with my abundance of windows,
they could all be washed at least once a
year and it would takevery little effort.

My present househasonly six windows
(or eight if you count the big three-win-
dow unit individually), apatio door and
no windowsin the bathrooms.

My windowswould bewashed away to
nothing if | subscribed to Grandma’'s
scheduleof window washing. If youhave
beentomy houseyou might havenoticed
| do not.

Having clean windows never seemed
thatimportanttome. Because, usualy, we
just put sheer curtainsor blindsor drapes
up soyou can't really seeif thewindows
arecleanor not.

A great uncle (after building hiswifea
new house) groused, “It takes a lot of
money to put windowsinto a house and
thenit takesalot of money to cover them

Boy, isthatthetruth. Wereplacedthose
27-39 windowsthissummer.

We got the new windows with much
reluctance on my part.

Theoldwindowshad charmingdetails
inthetop panes. But evenwithstormwin-
dows they leaked like a sieve. Some of
them had wood rot. Some of the old rope
and weight mechanismsjust didn’t work
anymore.

Back
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| tried to convince the carpenter he
couldfix them.

Heagreed he could. Hecould fix them
thisyear and next year and on and on be-
cause the problems would just keep on
coming. And | would still have to deal
with stormwindows.

If you think about it that actually
doublesthenumber of windowsyou have
towash.

So we replaced them. | wanted some-
thing sort of fancy (becauselook at what
| wasgivingup) sol picked astylecalled
PrairieNineor PrairieLight.

Unfortunately those only camein cer-
tain sizes. We couldn’t get them for the
cutelittledormers. Andthentherewasthe
price. You know how they are putting
those defibrillators in public places and
airplanes and such — well the hardware
storemight consider that.

Nottoworry withonelittletouchtothe
computer keyboardthesalesmanfigured

the cost of plain windows. The hubby
breathed again.

Good-bye charming windows. As ¢
compromise he let me have afancy new
door.

Wepickedthat outtoofast. Thedooris
up. | hateit. But | amnot goingto say any-
moreaboutit. | havecomplained somuch
even| amtired of hearingit.

| must say the new windows are very,
very nice. They kept thehousecool inthe
summer and now that itiswinter thehouse
issnug ascan be.

Having so many windowsis quite an
experience— especialy havingwindows
inthe bathrooms.

| fear this could cause problems down
theroad when all thegirlsarehome. The
daughtershavecommented onhow much
they like their new bathroom. One likes
it because the heat vent is right beside
(ahem) the throne. Another because she
can see the trees and the sky while she
meditates. | must confess | too have no-
ticed these advantages.

Now that | have all these windows |
have to get them covered up. To save
money | am sewing most of the window
treatments. And maybel won’t put acur-
taininthebathroom. Thesenew windows
arevery easy to clean. | will just wash it
every week.

Uncle Herman would be so proud.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



