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to them. They
could not possi-
bly imagine how
Jesus leaving
them could have
anyadvantagein
it Even from our
present day per-
spectiveitisoften
hard to see how
what we have
now, could be
better than hav-
ing Jesus with us
in his physical
body. ButJesusis
the one who told
them this and He
certainly knew
what was best.
Maybe this
shows how little
advantage we
have taken of the
One who is our
advantage .... the
Holy Spirit.

In the book of
Ephesians chap-
ter 3 we read
about how we
need to be em-
powered by the
Holy Spirit if we
aretobegintoget
a grasp on the
greatness of the
love of Christ for
us. In the books
of Romans and
Galatians we
read about how

WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Our Advantage”, By Jerry Cummings, pastor of Living Hope Fellowship in Norton

In football it may be size and speed. In basketball, it may
be height and quickness. In war it maybe night vision or
“smart’ weapons. It is what we call “an advantage.” In the
gospel of John 16:7, Jesus tell his disciples that it is to their
advantage that He go away, so that the Holy Spirit could come

A Decision for GOD

Decisions, decisions...our lives are full of them. What is the right way to
handle this...should | allow my teenager to do that? Is this the person |
should marry? Is a move across country right for my future? Is this the
right time to consider a career change?

Decisions are stressful; differing opinions can even increase our
confusion and weigh our spirit down. What now? Why not pray about it?
Include God in your decision. Psalm 16:8-9 says, “I have set the Lord always
before me. Because He is at my right hand, | shall not be moved. Therefore
my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth. My flesh shall also rest in hope.”

With God by our side we have peace and strength as we face the
challenges of our lives. Keep God close to your heart as you go through
each day. Study His Word and learn of His will for us as you worship this
week at your local church or synagogue. Won’t you make your decision

the Holy Spirit brings with Him the very relationship which
Jesus had with the Father. We also read that by the Spirit we
have the mind of Christ. Just think, the Holy Spirit brings the
very thoughts of Jesus inside of us. Jesus also taught us that
the Holy Spirit convinces us of things. Whether it is our

sonship, or our
sin, or the truths
of God’s word,
the Holy Spirit
within us takes
true ideas, and
makes them in-
ner convictions
which we can
live by. Further-
more, Jesus told
his disciples that
they would re-
ceive  power
when the Holy
Spiritcame upon
them. Jesus cer-
tainly knew, be-
cause it was the
power of the
Holy Spirit by
which He him-
self did the great
works of his
ministry. Imag-
ine, not just be-
ing with Jesus
physically, but
instead having
Jesus in and
upon us through
the Holy Spirit
We can see how
Martin Lutherre-
joicedinhisgreat
hymn, (AMighty
Fortress) “...the
Spirit and his
gifts are ours.”
Jesus himself
taught us that
the Holy Spiritis
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing « Dozer Work « Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme ¢ 874-4974

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas  Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme * 877-2133
Toll Free 866-249-7804

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-3 p.m.

Leigh Ann Hahn, Manager

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Artline Graphics
Business Cards, Envelopes, Letterhead,
Brochures, Business Forms,
Color Copies, Laminating,
Wedding & Graduation Invitations
411 E. Holme * 785-877-2255

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

Town & Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet & Evening Specials
Party & Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
Cindy McMullen, Owner & Staff
Hwy 36 E. « 877-3511 « Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme ¢ Norton « 877-2411

Oberlin 785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. ¢ Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Sarah Ketterl White, D.V.M. ¢ Aaron R. White, D.V.M.

Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

PINOCHIL
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By JAKE DURHAM

The numberswere small asthe
Faithful gathered for the Decem-
ber Pinochle Tournament, but un-
derstandably so asotherswereout
Christmas caroling as it was the
Sunday before Christmas. How-
ever therewasagoodly amount of
Christmas Spirit prevalent asthe
Grandmothers had brought their
jinglebellsandwereleading some
caroling of their own. There was
noindicationof awhiteChristmas
but for most, that seemed desir-
able.

It was the final tournament of
the year ‘04 and the goal was not
only to capture the final champi-
onship of theyear but to alsowin
withaneight-hundred point game,
of whichtherehavebeenonly two
in the history of the games. With
thatinmind, thefirst round started
asusual withthebiddinggoingout
the roof astrump control can ob-
viously beafactor when it comes
to winning; however, as the old
proswill tell you, thereisatimeto
raiseanda timeto pass. That hav-
ing been said, there were more
than the usual amount of high
scores recorded asthefirst round
came to a close with the team of
Dave Sheley and Jack Mechsner
capturing first round honors and
theinitial lead.

High scores were still in the
making during the second round
also as the team of Billy
Keiswetter and Eldon Billips, a-
ways athreat, turned in the high
round score of the evening and
moved into the lead. As usual,
leads change quite often in the
game of Pinochle, often depend-
ing ontheamount of meld aswell
as high cards, as meld counts
irregardlessof who makestrump.
Eventhoughtherewereanunusu-
ally number of high scores, they
seemedto bespread out and asthe
third round came to a close, the
team of Arnold and Dorothy
Zillinger recorded the honors but
it was the team of June Jolly and
Margaret Magers, recording solid
scoresalong theway, who moved
into the lead and were the only
team carrying aone-hundred plus
average after threerounds.

The halfway mark was coming
fast and as round four got under-
way, thepushtomoveupwasfirst
andforemost on everyone’'smind
asasolidscoreat thehal fway mark
couldbeadefiniteadvantage. The
team of Ron and Sondra K ester
took the honorson round four but
acloselook at the board showed
the team of Joyce Sumner and
Eleanor Jensen, playing tough
along the way, moving into first
placefive points off of ahundred
point average. The team of June
Jolly andMargaret Magerswerein
second, Arnold and Dorothy
Zillinger were in third, Billy
Keiswetter and EldonBillipswere
infourthand rounding out thetop
fivewastheteam of Rod Stappand
Bill Glennemeier. From there on
downit went inleapsand bounds
ashigh bidding had takenitstoll.

Therewas alot of fast talking
and head nodding duringthebreak
as those low on the score board
were sizing up the situation. Plus
rather than minus scores were a
must at thispoint of thegame. The
bell soundedtostartroundfiveand
everyone settled in for the final
half of thegame. Thebiddingwas
moredeliberateinnatureashands
were evaluated and as the scores
wererecorded, theteam of Jensen
and Sumner boosted their causeby

taking the honors and renewed
their one hundred point average.

The games seemed to be mov-
ing along at arapid rate, the cru-
cia sixth round was coming up
and there was alot of buzz com:-
ing from the pack asthoselow on
the board were needing to take
some risks. The team of Larry
Smith and Stan Miller capturec
sixth round honors but it was the
team of Arnold and Dorothy
Zillinger who moved to thetop of
the board. By now, every point
alongtheway wasabig pointwith
only two rounds left. The al im-
portant seventhroundwascoming
up and most weretightening their
belts. A high round here could be
ahugefactor for thefinal pushanc
asthescoreswereturnedin, every-
one hung around the score boarc
to assessthe situation.

The lead was moving arounc
and asthefinal scorewas posted,
theteam of Keiswetter and Billips
had captured the honors to make
itadoublefor them, butit wasthe
team of Sumner and Jensen who
moved back into the lead going
into the final round. The team of
Keiswetter andBillipswerein sec-
ond, Stan Miller and Larry Smith
wereinthird, Arnoldand Dorothy
Zillinger wereinfourthandround-
ing out thetop five going into the
final round was the team of Dave
Sheley and Jack M echsner and all
fivehad thelook of confidenceon
their faces going into the final
round.

Itwasatight gameand no doubt
aboutit, theeighthandfinal rounc
would determine the winners. A
short catch up break wasdeclarec
and then the bell sounded to start
thefinal round. By thesound of the
bidding, there was going to be
some changes made and as the
scores began to tricklein, as al-
ways the lead changed several
timesand asthefinal scorewasre-
corded, theteamof StanMilleranc
Larry Smith had taken the honors
for adoublefor themand had al so
moved to the top of the board for
thechampionship. They had come
close on several occasions so it
was no surprise that they had fi-
nally captured thegrand prize. As
had become the custom, they ac-
ceptedtheir accoladeswith humor
and humility and promised to re-
turnto defend their title.

Top ten teamsin order were: 1.
Stan Miller and Larry Smith; 2.
Billy Keiswetter and Eldon
Billips; 3. Joyce Sumner and
Eleanor Jensen; 4. Doug and Brett
Gallentine; 5.Arnoldand Dorothy
Zillinger; 6. JuneJolly and Marga-
ret Magers; 7. Dave Sheley and
Jack Mechsner; 8. Dee and
Thelma Bushnell; 8. Rod Stapp
andBill Glennemeier; J.D. Daffer
and Duane McEwen. Winning
scoreby Miller and Smithwas 761
pointsfor anaverageof 95.2 points
per round. Highest single round
score of 130 points was by Billy
Keiswetter and Eldon Billips.

Other teams not previously
mentioned were: Larry Harman
and JuliaRoeder; Coy Christy anc
JohnHildebrand; BarbaraMcKie
and Donna Millan; Wade
Ambrosier and Jerry Darling;
Mary Jane Wahlmeier and
Norman Walter.

It had been an evening fillec
withfunand asthecalendar onthe
wall indicated, the next tourna-
mentwill bethefirst of theyear* 05
on January 16th . So come early
and sign in to protect yourself ¢
place ontheroster.

LYLE NEWS

By DEANNA SUMNER

Christmas Eveweekend guests
at Kathy Van Meter’s were; Jack
and Sylvia Lovin, Norman and
Maria Porter. Christmas Day
guests were; Tim and Quinton
Nejdl, Kip and Danielle Jeardoe,
Sam and Gladys Williams. They
attended church with Mrs. Van
Meter in Lyle on Sunday and re-
turnedtotheir homesthat evening.

New Year's eve, Toots Magers
and Kathy went to Norcatur and
played cards. Afterwards they
went tothe New Year’ sEve party
at the school. There they joined
Rea, Dee, Jeff and Joy Magers.

Sunday, Jan. 2, wasthe potluck
luncheon at Lyle with 30 people
attending.

Sunday evening, Toots, June
Jolly, Kathy, Jaunita Eckhart and
R. D. Thorton played in the pitch
tournament in Norton.

ChristmasDay guestsfor Toots
Magers were; Judy and Charlie
Easton, son Charlieand hisfriend
Sherry; Jane and Richarc
Engelhardt, and Kevin
Engelhardt.

AfterNewYear's, Darrell Rippe
and daughter, Aubrey, from Okl a-
homastopped by Toot’sfor avisit.

Christmas eve at the Greg
Sumner home was Michelle
Sumner,Amy, Mark, Andrew anc
Gracie Mae Archer, Todd,
Deanna, Brooke and Brady and &
visit from Santa Claus.

Christmas Day guests at Todd
and Deanna Sumner’s were Bob
and Virginia Underwood, Jackie
and Pat Underwood, all of Norton,
Jim Underwood from Eudora,
Dan and Russchelle, Dillon and
Brennan Underwood from Joes,
Colo.



