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Children’s

Ives hang

Inthe balance;
Tsunami victims
need your help

Please help.

Thousands of people on the other side of the world are hurting,

and we can help them.

It’s hard to feel empathy for people you have never met, never
seen and know nothing about. It’s a lot easier to feel sorry for a
puppy you see standing and shivering in the cold.

Still, the tidal wave that hit the countries around the Indian
Ocean caused incredible damage, killed more than 150,000
people, and left thousands homeless and without food, water or

medical help.

We can help, and we have someone we know to help us do it.

Dinesh Kumarajeeva lived and went to school in Norton in
1980-'81. Many people here still remember him.

He is a native of Sri Lanka, one of the hardest hit of the 12 coun-

tries to suffer from the tsunami.

While he lives in the U.S., his sister still lives in Sri Lanka and will
be helping to distribute money sent to her through her brother

for relief efforts.

If you’re still having trouble reaching into your pocket for a
couple of bucks, just remember that the life of a child may be in

your wallet.

The $5 you give may be used to buy water purification tablets,
which in turn will allow a child who might have died of dysentery

to drink safe water and live.

You could be saving a child who will grow up to be an artist, a

singer, an athlete or a doctor.

While the U.S., the United Nations and others are working to

raise millions to help the masses,

your money will be going to

help children in refugee camps. These are children who have lost
their parents, their homes and the only lives they have ever

known.

Send your contribution to Dinesh Kumarajeeva, No. 3 Oak
Place, Watertown, Ma. 02472-3714, or call him at (617) 504-

2902.
Please help.

— Cynthia Haynes

Congressman recognized for record

peaker of the U.S. House of Rep

esentatives DennisHastert today

ecognized Congressman Jerry

Moran for his near perfect voting record
during 2004.

Inthesecond session of the 108th Con-
gress, Mr. Moranonly missedfour votes,
compiling a99.4 percent record.

“Jerry Moran’svoting record is proof
that heisoneof thehardest working mem-
bersof theHouseof Representatives, and
it servesasatestament to hiscommitment
tothepeopleof Kansas,” Speaker Hastert
said. “ Jerry spends each week here in
Washington, D.C.,workingfor Kansans,
thentravelshomeontheweekendtowork
in hisdistrict. Hisdedication to the First
Congressional District isunmatched.”

Congressman Moran’ s voting record
washbrokenon Sept. 10, whenHousebusi-
ness ran long, conflicting with his atten-
dance at the dedication of the Kansas
Veteran's Cemetery in WaKeeney. Mr.
Moran, who is a member of the House
Committee on Veteran's Affairs, at-
tended thededi cation, causinghimtomiss
thefour votes.

Since coming to Congress in 1996,

Capitol
Views
Rep. Jerry Moran

Congressman Moran has maintained a
near perfect voting record.

“Jerry understands the importance of
representing hisconstituentsby thevotes
he casts in Congress,” Speaker Hastert
said.“ Itisrarefor amember of Congress
to maintain this high percentage rate for
votes cast, yet still work every weekend
within their district. Jerry isagreat rep-
resentativefor the people of Kansas.”

Speaker Dennis Hastert convened the
109th Congresshy swearingin Members.
Moranwasswornintohisfifthterminthe
U.S. House of Representatives.

For more information, contact Con-
gressman Moran at (202) 225-2715 or
visit his web page at www.house.gov/
moranks0l/.
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Tie evce 15 cURLED

TWISTED AND BENT.

CHIPPING AT ICE...

NeArRING THe enD

AT OUR FINGERTIPS
THEY'LL NEVER MAKE
THAT OUR HANDS WILL

0 "GRE] pLAckHtLLstNeek

FROM SCRAPING CEMENT.
THE HANDLE 15 LOOSE,

DIGGING THROUGH SNOW...

THIS SHOYEL LACKS SOMETHING...
A POLL START WOULD B€ NICE.

THio S5TORM DUMPED A MOUNTAN OF SNOW.
NOW 1F ONLY THE SHOVEL HOLDS OUT...
BUT WITH ALL THE DUCT TAPE, WIRE AND GLUE
1 HAVE GOME SERI0US DOUBT,

OF THE DRIVEWAY AT LAST!
JUST IN TIME TO 2€ BURED
BY THE PLOW GOING PAST,

Wits ALL THe TECHNOLOGY

“0Ode to the Sriow shovel hd

A SHOVEL
FIT.

Humble pie served up bya5-year-old

ou’ ve never been humbled until
Y you’ vebeen humbled by achild.
Thereisnothing quitelikeit.

My youngest daughter Karais an ac-
countant for aproperty management com-
pany in Dallas. She handleslarge trans-
actionsevery day, shekeepsthebookson
dozensof businessproperties, sheknows
and understands complicated bookkeep-
ing principles.

That must be why sending invitations
for her daughter’ shirthday party wascon-
fusing. It wastoo simple.

Karasaid shehad addressed 19invita-
tionstoher daughter Taylor’ ssixthbirth-
day party, but shewas stumped.

“Taylor,” she said, “Think, think.
Thereare 20 kidsinyour classand | can
only come up with 19. Who are we for-
getting?’

“Uh,Mom,” Taylor began.“Y oudon’t
haveto send oneto me. | make 20.”

“Right,” wasKara sonly answer.

Shedidtell meof theplansfor Taylor's
party. If | understand this right, policy
doesnot alow partiesat school, butitfor-

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

bidsthat any childintheclassbeexcluded
fromprivateparties. Every childhastobe
invited, so asimple party at Chuck E.
Cheeseturnsintoamajor production, re-
quiringasecond mortgagetofinance. Not
onlyisthehost expectedto pick upthetab
for thekids, but most likely, you haveto
feed their parents, too.

Whatever happenedtohavingfour of a
littlegirl’ sbest friendsover for cake, ice
creamandballoons?Maybeevenasium-
ber party if youwereuptoit?They would
bring their Barbie dollsand play into the
wee hours.

Lifewassimpler then.

Theremust be something about giving

your child what, you hope, will be the
perfect birthday party. | know | sponsorec
my shareof roller-skating and pizzapar-
ties. Ithasonly beeninthelast few years
that | learned adark secret my girls had
kept fromme.

| was confident both of them had said
they didn’t really like cake. So, thinking
| was being the good mother, | came up
with an aternate.

Every year, when they were little, |
madethemaRiceKrispiecake, decorated
with candles, frosting and their name
spelled out in chocolate chips. Can you
imagine how devastating it wasto learn
they had just been humoring me? They
didn’'tliketheRiceKrispiecake, either. |
was crushed.

Thank you (sniff, sniff), 1’ m(sniff) over
it, now.

On Friday, Alexandria, my grand-
daughter wholivesnearby, will be11, and
I”m sure her mother has a special fete
plannedfor her. Toobad Taylor and Alex
live so far gpart. Their moms could com-
bineforcesand get twofor thepriceof one.

A bird In the hand Is worth
two In the family Christmas tree

mepeoplehadapartridgeinapear
reeover theholidays. | had aspar-
ow inthe Christmastree.

Steve warned me when | insisted on
puttinginapet door that wewould befind-
ing more than cats inside the house. He
wasright.

So far, the cats have brought in abird
every threeto four weeks.

Just after Christmas, after the children
had al left and Steve was out doing er-
rands, | was trying to solve the world's
problems when Molly Monster waltzed
intotheroomwithasparrow inher mouth.

Like aflash, | was after her, but she
headed through the kitchen into the din-
ing room, where shelet go of her prey. It
immediately took flight, headed for the
living room.

We both headed after it in hot pursuit.

The bird seemed to be headed for the
front window, but suddenly spotted what
looked like asafe haven. It doveintothe
Christmastree.

Thecat and| both cametoascreeching
halt and started staringintently at thetin-
sel- and light-festooned branches for a
brownwing.

| looked highwhileMolly looked low,
then shejumped onto achair to check the
middle of thetree. She hasbetter eyesor
abetter nose, because she came up with
thebirdfirst.

However, | wasarmedwithacoupleof
paper towels and a strong desire to not
have more feathers spread all over my
house— we’ dbeenthroughthebirdthing
before.

| grabbed thebird out of her mouthand
headed for the kitchen door with the cat
hot onmy tail.

| could feel thelittle heart beating un-
der my hand but figured any bird that had

Open
Season
Cynthia Haynes

been catted twice probably was agoner.
Still, | wantedtotossthecorpseasfar asl
couldin hopesthat the cat couldn’t get it
back before | had achance to run down-
stairsand block the cat door.

| threw the bird ashard as | could and
watchedinamazement asittook wingand
flew over the neighbor’ sroof.

Mollywasdisgusted. | hadnot only sto-
len her lunch, | had thrownit away.

| feltgood. | hadwonabattlewithacat,
which doesn’t happen every day.

A few dayslater, | wasn't solucky.

| decided we could get more dogs
adopted at theNortonanimal shelterif we

put their picturesin the paper, so | went
outwiththeanimal control officertotake
dog pictures.

The dogs were great, though almost

| impossibleto photograph. They wereei-
| thertryingtokissmeor runaway. Aftera

lot of laughter andlicking, | got thehappy

| facesof threedogs.

There was only one cat at the shelter,
andit had escaped. It washidingunder the
cat kennels, and | said | would help catch
it.

After all the excitement with the dogs,
though, the cat was not in agood mood.
Assoonasl laidhandsonit, it turned and
went for mewith all 10 front claws.

My left handlooksalittlelike Fearless
Leader from the Rocky and Bullwinkle
Show.

The scratches aren’t deep. It was my
ownfault. A day later, theanimal control
officer said shewas ableto catch the cat
with no problem. Timingiseverything.

So, | won oneand | lost one. Fighting
with cats, that’ s pretty good.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



