Church:

Take advantage of the
church listings to find out
when and where to go.
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Sports:

Norton will host annual J.R.
Durham Wrestling Tourna-
ment Saturday, Norton and
Northern Valley C-team
action.
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NORTON

Norton, Kansas
Home of Eugene Wiltfong

Signup soon for
lamb payments

Sign-up for the $18 million Ewe
Lamb Replacement and Retention
Payment Program, which pays
ranchers to expand their ewe
lamb breeding stock, ends Jan. 13.

An eligible producer must have
purchased or retained ewe lambs
for breeding purposes between
Aug. 1, 2003, and July 31, 2004,
and must have retained the
qualifying ewe lambs in the herd
for at least one complete offspring
lambing cycle. The rancher must
not have received funds under the
Lamb Meat Adjustment Assistance
Program for the same ewe lamb.

The form needed to apply for
the program is available at the
Norton County Farm Service
Agency office, 11640 Pineview
Drive, Norton and on the web site
at: http://forms.sc.egov/eforms/
mainservlet.

Four positions
up for election

Four positions on Norton’s city
council will be up for election in
2005. They are Mayor, Ward I,
Ward Il and Ward L.

The filing deadline is noon,
Tuesday, Jan. 25 at the City Clerk’s
office. The filing fee is $5.

Voter registration books will
close at 5 p.m. on Monday, Feb.
14.

A primary election will be held
March 1 if more than two persons
file for one position.

The general election will be held
on Tuesday, April 5. Registration
books will close at 5 p.m. on
Monday, March 21.

Forecast:

Tonight — Partly cloudy with areas
of fog after midnight. Lows around 15.
Southwest winds around 5 mph
shifting to the southeast 5 to 15 mph
after midnight. Saturday — Partly
cloudy with areas of fog early in the
morning. Highs in the upper 30s.
Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph shifting
to the south around 10 mph in the
afternoon. Saturday Night — Partly
cloudy and not as cool. Lows in the
upper 20s. Southwest winds 5 to 15
mph. Sunday — Partly cloudy with
highs in the mid 40s.

Howell report:

Tuesday ........... High 24, Low 6, 2” Snow
Wednesday ..... High 14, Low -3, 3” Snow

Thursday .........cccvevnee. High 26, Low 19
Week ago ........cceevrvuen. High 63, Low 32
Monthago ........c......... High 47, Low 29
Yearago .....c.ccovvvevnnenn High 30, Low 13
January precipitation .............. .50 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ....... .50 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Beloved God, help us to live with joy,
knowing that you are our guide and
that you live with us all the days of our
lives. Amen

Highlights and lowdown on 2004

Whiletheworld watched thetriumphs
of the Olympics and the tragedy of the
tsunami insoutheast Asiain 2004, Norton
had its own triumphs as the high school
wrestlers took state and the sixth-grade
football team won the Midwest States
championship. Tragedy struck withplane
and car crashes which claimed the lives
of aspray plane pilot and astate senator.

Blue Jay wrestlers
win championship

CoachBill Johnson’ sNorton Commu-
nity High School wrestling teamwonthe

Class 3-2-1A state championship. The |~

BlueJaysdefeated defending statecham-
pionHoxiewhenMichael Spriggwonthe
275-pound matchin overtime. It wasthe
first state wrestling championship for
Nortonin 31lyears.

Coach J.R. “Jake” Durham’sBlue Jay
wrestlerswonthestatetitlein1973. [twas
thesixthandfinal statechampionshipfor
aCoach Durham team.

» TheNortonsixth-gradefootbal | team
compiled aperfect 12-0 record en route
to the Western Kansas Football L eague
championshipand Midwest Statescham-
pionshipunder head coach Lamont Shirk.

Teams from Kansas, Nebraska, lowa
and Missouri competed for thetitle. The
Norton playersal sowent undefeated and
won theleague championship ayear ago
asfifth graders.

* Dustin McEwen, former all-around
Norton athlete and Fort Hays State Uni-
versity football star, was enshrined into
the Tiger SportsHall of Fame. The 1995
Fort Hays graduate, passed for 5,718
yardsand 42 touchdownsduring histhree
seasonsasthestarting Tiger quarterback.

 Doug Reusink, Norton Community
High School boysbasketball coach, was
named BoysBasketball Coachof theY ear
for 2003 in al classes. He received the
honor from the National Federation of
StateHigh School A ssociationsCoaches
Association. Coach Reusink’ s2003team
wasthe Class 3A state champion.

» Neal Philpot, a 6-foot-4-inch, 254-
pound senior quarterback from Norton,
completed hiscollege football career by
leading his No.1 nationally ranked
Pittsburg State team to the NCAA Divi-
sion || national championshipgame. The
Gorillassufferedtheir firstlossof thesea-
son to third-ranked Vadosta State from
Georgiabut Philpot becametheal-time
total yardageleader in Mid-Americaln-
tercollegiate Athletics Association his-
tory by running and passing for 10,168
yards.

» Basketball goerswere shocked when
they watched Col by player Shane Stover
hit oneof thedoor windowsat theNorton
Memorial gym during a February game,
breakingtheglassand cuttingarteriesand
muscles.

Fanswithmedical andfirstaidtraining
rushed to his side to assist and stop the
bleeding. Stover was then rushed to the
Norton County Hospital and from there
taken to Good Samaritan Hospital in
Kearney. He had severed the smaller of
two arteries below the elbow and cut his
bicep muscles. The senior basketball
player hadto sit out therest of the season
andthetrack seasonaswell, but hassince

~r

Junior Michael Sprigg carried the weight of the Norton Blue Jay fortunes on his broad back in the 275
pound championship finals of the Class 3-2-1A State Wrestling Tournament in Hays. It was do-or-die
for Sprigg who had to win the match to earn Norton’s first team state championship since 1973 and

he didn’t disappoint.

recovered and isnow playing basketball
at Sterling College.

Men die in plane,
automobile crashes

AfterthreemonthsintheViaChristi St.
Francis Medical Center burn unit in
Wichita, DennisKasson, 52, Wilsonville,
died of injuriesthat he received when a
spray plane he was piloting crashed in
July. The plane crashed in afield north-
west of Norton and hit apower pole that
wasinthefield.

The plane caught fireand Mr. Kasson
was badly burned.

He was taken to the Norton County
Hospital by farmer and county commis-
sioner Leroy Lang, who saw theplanego
down, and was then flown to Wichita.
Norton Fire and Rescue, Norton County
Emergency Medical Service, Norton
County Sheriff’s Department all re-
sponded to the scene.

Mr. Kassonwastreatedfor third-degree
burnsthat covered 60 percent of hisbody.
He underwent numerous skin grafts and
waskeptintheintensivecareunit. Hedied
in October.

« State Sen. Stan Clark waskilled in
May as he was driving on 1-70 near
Oakley. Hiscar wascrushed betweentwo
tractor-trailer trucksduring adust storm.

Sen. Clark, who had no passengers,

wastakentothe Oakley hospital, where :

he was pronounced dead. Hundreds of
mournersattended hismemorial service,
which was held at the Oakley High
School auditorium. His wife Ruth re-
placed himin the senatefor thelast few
months of histerm.

(Continued on Page 5)
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— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Brianna White

makes contact with the ball despite a slight vision

impairment during the T-Ball season which began June 2 and

continued through June 23.

Relief effort sought by former student

By DICK BOYD

Money isbeingraisedinNortontoaid
therefugeesin Sri Lanka, whichwasone
of 12 countries hit by the huge tsunami
waves on December 26.

Thelocal relief effort isbeing coordi-
nated through Dinesh Kumarajeeva,
whommany will remember asan Ameri-
canField Service(AFS) exchangestudent
inNortonduringthe1980-81 school year.
Hishost parentswereMarianandthelate
Bill Predmore.

Donations in cash or check are being
accepted at theUnited Northwest Federal
Credit Unionin Norton and should be at
thecreditunionby 2p.m. onFriday, Janu-
ary 14. Checksshould be madeout to Sri
LankaRelief Fund.

Dineshisliving inthe Boston areabut
hissister, Dinusha, still livesin Sri Lanka.
The local donations will be wired to
Dinusha, whoisakindergartenteacher at

the British Interna-
tional School.

“My sister has been
working through a
team of medical doc-
torstodistributeimme-
diate relief,” said
Dinesh in an e-mail to
Lance Atwell of the :
Classof 198, wholives D. Kumarajeeva
in Clear Lake, lowa.
“Sheisfocusing on the children in the
refugee camps. The medical needs are
simplebut massivein quantities. Simple
things like antibiotics, over the counter
medicines, medical gloves, water purifi-
cation tablets are the need of the hour.
Privateindividuals are purchasing these
itemsand providing them to the medical
teams spreading around the country to
prevent waterborneand mosquitorelated
epidemics. Especially, thechildren need

1

to be protected.

“Lotsof honorableindividuals, mainly
medical doctors, haveorganizedtoattend
to thedisplaced on an urgent basis. They
take materialsin private cars to refugee
campsthat have been set up in churches
andpublicbuildings. Lotsof childrenare
inthese campsand probably will haveto
spend threeto six monthsin refugee/dis-
placed status.

“Alotof international aidisslowly roll-
ing into the country but delivering the
materialsis a problem given the infra-
structure damage. Sending money di-
rectly is the most effective way to help
immediately. The small scale targeted
efforts are more useful than major relief
programs, which will be effectivein the
long run. One-hundred percent of thedo-
nations sent to my sister will go to the
children of thevictims.

(Continued on Page 5)

— Telegram photo by Brandon Gay

New acting
preparedness
manager named

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County Sheriff Troy
Thomsonwill betheacting emergency
preparednessmanager for thecounty.

During their Monday meeting,
Norton County commissioners
handed Sheriff Thomsonthekey tothe
emergency preparednessoffice, which
they had received from former man-
ager Alvin Mapes.

The commissioners and sheriff
talked about upcoming meetings that
Mr. Mapes had set up or had planned
to attend.

A meeting on Thursday wastobefor

(Continued on Page 3)
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(Continued from Page 1)

One vote won
primary election

ItwasacloseracefortheNorton
County commissioner seats in
District 2and 3.

* In the Republican primary, it
was first thought that District 3
Incumbent John Miller had de-
feated his opponent, George
Gassmann, by six votes. However,
when the ball otswere canvassed,
itwasdiscoveredthat several bal-
lots were put in the wrong bag.
When the missing ballots were
counted, Mr. Miller hadwon by a
singlevote.

Mr. Gassmann could have
asked for arecount, but hewould
have had to pay the costs and de-
cided not to do so.

In the general election Mr.
Miller defeated his Democratic
opponent Robert Clydesdaeby 62
votes.

* Theracefor theDistrict 2 seat
alsowascloseintheprimary with
Incumbent Leroy Lang defeating
hisopponent Ivan Kinghamby 33
votes.

In the general election, Mr.
Lang again defeated Mr. King-
ham, awrite-in candidate.

 Before the general election,
twoanonymousflyerswereprint-
edand mailedto county residents,
makingaccusationsthat Mr. Lang
was not following confined ani-
mal feedingoperationregulations.
Mr. Lang refuted both flyers.

Hospital fix-up
gets finished

Ittook theNorton County Hos-
pital just under twoyearstofinish
its$4.3 million renovation.

Therenovationincluded updat-
ing the laboratory, X-ray, office
registration, business office,
nurses’ stations, and patient
rooms.

With therenovation, the hospi-
tal bought new equipment andin-
stalled atele-medicine area, al-
lowingittocommunicatethrough
interactive video with Good Sa-
maritan Hospital in Kearney.

e Lenora sRural Telephonealso
hadabigyear, starringinafeature
story intheNew York Timesabout
how thebusinessishelpingtokeep
the community going.

Thearticle, titled” InKansas, A
Growing Phone Company Helps
Keep a Small Prairie Town

Friday,January 7,2005 THE NORTON TELEGRAM

Alive’, featured thecompany and
itsrolein Lenora seconomy.

* Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansas, which hastwo
group homesfor developmentally
handicapped men and women in
Norton, wasabletobreathealittle
easierin April, after wondering if
themoney for homesinNortonor
Russell was going to be cut.

At the last minute, Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius choseto alo-
catethemoney sobothcitiescould
keep their facilities. At the time,
the two Norton homes employed
35full and part-timepeopletopro-
vide 24-hour careto 12 residents.

Tennis, art get
community help

When the Norton School Dis-
trict chose to take girls tennis of f
of thefall sportsschedulebecause
thetenniscourtswerein such bad
repair, thecommunity banded to-
gether to get the courts fixed and
tennisback intheschool schedule.

Theschool board saidthecourts
were no longer safe to use and
voted to replace tennis with girls
golf.

But, the community, led by Jay
Holste, parent of atennis player,
managed to get agrant of $2,500,
asked the city and school district
for $3,375eachandraisedtherest
of the $13,500 needed to fix the
courts.

» The Norton school board de-
cided to replacelongtimeteacher
Peggy Stull, when sheretired. It
had been suggested that one art
teacher could handle both grade
and high school, but parents said
they wanted to keep theexpanded
program.

e In April, about 25 youth
banded together to clean up the
skate park in EImwood Park and
attemptedtoraisemoney for some
improvements. The skaters even
organized a competition to raise
money.

City, county
reach agreements

Afterlongnegotiations, theCity
of Norton and Norton County of -
ficialsmanagedto cometo agree-
mentsonthejail and dispatch ser-
vicesand theairport.

» Bothsidesseemedto behappy
whenthedispatch contractwasre-
negotiated and payment and ser-
viceswereworked out.

A problem had arisen with the

Ups and owns of?OOZln

amount the city was paying for
services. Whilecostshad goneup
theamount thecity hadto pay un-
der the contract had not. After
some hemming and hawing, the
contract was re negotiated and
signed.

*TheoldAirport Boardwasdis-
banded and a new one put into
place with representatives from
both the city and county at-large,
two members of the city council
and two members of the county
commission.

Officia ssaidthenew boardwas
put together tomakeairport opera-
tionsrun more smoothly.

* Both thecity and county have
been benefiting from a sales tax
increase, whichwasputintoeffect
in 2003 to make up for cut state
funds.

* The city worked for nearly a
year to get a new animal shelter
built. In May when the new facil-
ity was finished, Animal Control
Officer Sherry Hickman showed
off her newfacility. Notonlyisthe
new building alot bigger, it a'so
has heat.

» Something that wasn’t so
popular was when the city coun-
cil votedtoincreaseparking fines
from $3 to $25 with the hope of
getting people to follow regula-
tions.

» Anareaof Wilberforce Street
just north of East Campuswasre-
cently madeintoano parkingzone
for al vehicles except for those
that areregisteredto schools. The
school boardwasn'tthrilled about
thesituationasit eliminated about
9 percent of the parking at East
Campus, but said it understood
why itwasdoneandthat therewas
aproblem sometimes.

* Thecity also kept asmall in-
creasein electrical ratesin effect
for another year to offset budget
problems caused by generating
equipment inneed of repairs. The
increase was put into effect this
summer, then extended.

Vaccine shortage
plagued county

The national shortage of flu
vaccine had some peoplein the
county concerned. When alarge
distributor wasfoundinviolation
of health codes, itsshipmenttothe
U.S. was canceled, causing ama-
jor shortage.

For awhile, only the most high
risk peopleweregiventhevaccine.
Now, the county health depart-
ment hasenoughvaccinetogivea
shot to anyonewho asks.

Former Norton student raising money

(Continued from Page 1)

“Thanks for everyone's kind
attention to our needs. About
40,000 people have died in Sri
Lanka. Over amillion people are
displaced. Most of them have
foundrefugeinchurches, temples
and public buildings.

“Thiswill beahighly personal-
ized and micromanaged effort.

“ Although my immediate fam-
ily was evacuated and water had
comewithin500yardsof our resi-
dence, they wereneverinphysica
danger. However, the fear and
uncertainty have affected all of
them. Thousandsof people, espe-

cialy thepoor, werenot aslucky.

“Thanksfor your prayers.”

For those who wish to write
Dinesh, his address is: Dinesh
Kumarajeeva, No. 3 Oak Place,
Watertown, MA 02472-3714. His
telephone number is (617) 504-
2902.

Above, four-year old Wyatt Helland takes along, last look
at his mom, Tana Rae Riley-Helland, as she leaves for
active duty. At left, Madison Stephenson, 3, and Caleb
Hileman, 2, play with their puppy at Prairie Dog State

Park before the fireworks display.
— Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

The hillat EImwood Park, a popular winter attraction, was filled with sledders after a
three and a halfinch snow. Here Hannah Pollock glides down the hill effortlessly after
a push from her father, Mike Pollock. — Telegram photo by Brandon Gay

Bulletin Board

Business and Professional Directory

Your Guide to Services Available in Northwest Kansas
Auto Service Repair

Problem Solved!

Complete Computer Diagnosis
CAREFUL ATTENTION SETS
OUR SERVICE SHOP
APART FROM OTHERS

Guttering

FLANDERS GUTTERING

“ A better way to go”

—Tune-ups ~Air Conditioner  5inch seamless gutterin
~TBrakeE ~Eﬁhaﬁst gytstem SPECIALIZING . Roofing o Wi gdows J
~Shocks ~Radiator Repair IN.'

» Soffit and Fascia
CALL FOR SPRING SPECIALS! FREEESTIMATES
785-694-2865 or 785-462-0632

Hot Opportunity

LISTEN

Wouldn’t

WALTER

MOTOR COMPANY

NORTON—1-800-479-3112 (877-3112)

Auto Glass Repair
E-*AQ
nNoVvuUS

AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
Frank and Pauline Kaiser-Owners

P.O. Box 93
Long Island, KS 67447

Construction

OVERLEASE
CONSTRUCTION

£ 785-877-2115

% 410 South Street
el *Remodeling *Additions «Custom Cabinets

Call Greg Overlease for all your carpentry needs

Wouldn’t Your

Your Ad
888'247'5153 Look Great Ad LOOk
CALL MOBILE, Here—Call Great Here!

WE COME TO YOU

Insurance usually waives deductible on repairs

877-3361 Call 877-3361

GIvE YOUR BusINESS THE ATTENTION IT DESERVES!!
CALL . .. THe NORTON

Spaces Always ELEGRM

Available:
785-877-3361

1”” per month — $42.50
2”” per month — $76.50

3”” — per month — $103.50




