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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“His Name is Jesus”, By Rick Rostek, Pastor, Immanuel Lutheran Church

The angel said to Joseph, “She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21).

The name Jesus comes from a Hebrew word that means,
“He saves.” Jesus saves people from their sins. This, of

course, means
that our sins
must do some-
thing that re-
quires us to be
saved. Thisisin-
deed the case.
God’s code of
conduct, the Ten
Commandments,
describes howwe
are to relate to
God and to each
other. While it
may be self-evi-
denttomany that
we are toworship
the One True God
and no others,
history proves
that there are
many “gods” in
this world.
Whether money,
political power,
false religions,
etc., these “gods”
compete for our
attention and

worship and
many fall into
their traps.

We may also
agree that lying,
stealing, and
murdering are
wrong. But “little
white lies” are
rather popular.
The Scriptures
equateangerand
hatred with mur-
der. Thus we see
that the com-
mandments are
more than just
outward acts,
they are matters
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we often commit them. Yet, God demands perfect obedience
and promises eternal condemnation for those who violate
hiscommands. Thus, we need to be saved, because we can’t
save ourselves.

Jesus saves his people from their sins. His name says what

he does. His
people are those

who believe that
o J AR AL what Jesus does
| J__.rf

“Look, Dad and Mom...a snowflake! Can we ride our sled?

“Just wait, Mark and Meghan, let’s see how many snowflakes come
down. Just a few may melt, but if it continues to snow, they will stick
together and the snow will become deeper and form a stronger surface for
your sled. Maybe we can make a snowman, too.” It takes millions of
snowflakes to make enough snow to play in.

We have often heard that “there is strength in numbers”. As this
applies to snowflakes, it also applies to us, God’s children. “From Him the
whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” [Ephesians 4:16]

Yes, when we worship God as a group or a congregation, we grow in
strength. This increases our ability to perform a variety of functions to
help others as we glorify Him. In the words of Andrew Marvell...

“Let us roll all our strength and all
Our sweetness up into one ball,
And tear our pleasures with rough strife
Through the iron gates of life.”

Many together can accomplish more than one person alone. Won’t
you worship with your friends and neighbors at your local church or
synagogue this Sabbath?
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will indeed save
them from their
sins. And what
Jesus does is in-

credibly pro-
found. This
Jesus, whose

birth we celebrate
at Christmas,
would grow up to
suffer death on
our behalf, as a
perfect sacrifice
for the sins of the
world — your
sinsand my sins.
By faith in what
he has done,
Jesus promises
forgiveness and
eternal life.
Salvation is the
true message of
Christmas. Jesus
comes into the
world in order to
save! Therefore,
salvation is what
is offered at
Christmas. Christ-
masis much more
than a tender
story of amiracu-
lous birth. The
first Christmas
marked the com-
ing of salvation
into the world, for
there is no other
name in heaven
or on earth by
which we are
saved. We are
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saved by Jesus,

By NORCATUR NEWSLET-
TER VOLUNTEERS

L. Edward TempleJr. writesthat
heand Fu Sing planto comeback
to the area during the Memorial
Day holiday in 2005. He hopesto
see many friends and relatives at
that time, andlooksforwardtothe
Norcatur Rural High School re-
union.

Thefirst pool tournament held
at the Cardinal Bar and Grill was
a big hit. First place went to
Norcatur’sown*“MinnesotaFats’,
R.D. Thornton; second placewent
to Keith Alstrom, Oberlin; and
third place to Melanie Kier,
Clayton. Thenexttournamentwill
beheld Monday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m.
Future tournaments will be the
second Monday of each month.

Christmaswascel ebrated early,
onDec. 18and 19, at Holcombfor
theWayneMcCadllisters. They vis-
ited Rob and Dodie McCallister,
Matt McCallister and Scott
Nading of Holcomb. Mike
McCallister of Hays; Cindy,
Clayton and Emily Braun of
Munger; and Mildred Schwab of
Norton were al so present.

ALUMNI BANQUET 2005

The Norcatur Rural High
School Alumni Banquet will be
held Saturday, May 28, 2005. All
alumni, spouses of deceased
alumni, and attendeesareinvited,
including anybody that attended
thegradeschool or highschool . A
dancewill follow the banquet.

Contact Von Johnson, treasurer
of the Norcatur Alumni Associa-
tion, at 117 West Legend Drive,
PuebloWest, Colo., 81007-1714,
for your tickets. Ticketswill need
to be purchased by May 1, 2005,
so the caterers will know how
much food to prepare.

KatherineSeverns, Norton, sent
in apoem that was printed in the
Norcatur News. Shesent copiesof
the poem to families who have
loved onesthat won’t behomefor
Christmas, and they really appre-
ciated it. She has also written a
gospel song, “ Glory to God,” and
sentittoaproductioncompany in
Nashville. They acceptedit, andit
will be published in agospel al-
bumthat will beout around Christ-
mas.

Birthdays and anniversaries:
Jim Bob Beachel, Frank Ward,
Sandy Gade, CarissaWentz - Dec.
22; Ronald Anderson - Dec. 25;
Fred Molzahn, Lynn Ward - Dec.
26; Bill andBeeNelson- Dec. 28;
Beth Sebaugh, Galen and Jamie

Wentz - Dec. 31; Darrel Barnett,
Megan Wentz - Jan. 2; Chris
Dempewolf, Jeff and Lorie Roe-
Jan. 3.

A New Year'sEve party will be
held Friday, Dec. 31, at the Cardi-
nal Bar and Grill, beginning at 6
p.m., featuringanall-you-can-eat
bull fry and glazed ham with ol d-
fashioned baked beansand potato
salad.

Senior Citizensmet Friday, Dec.
17, withthirteenmembersinatten-
dance. Winners were Clent
Hatfield, June Joly and Esther
Miller. Next meeting will be Fri-
day, Dec. 31, with apotluck sup-
per at the Educational Building at
6 p.m. Cardswill follow at 7 p.m.

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, Oran
and LaVerne Milner drove tc
Phillipsburg where they met Bob
and Beanie Fiser of Belleville at
theBranding Ironfor lunch. They
enjoyedacoupleof hoursof visit-
ingbeforeleavingfor their homes.

BeeNelsonand GwynnWard of
Clayton, and Joy and Sam
Chapman of Liberty, Mo., flew
from Kansas City, Mo., to Long
Beach, Calif.,onWednesday, Dec.
15. They attended thefuneral there
of afirst cousin, Aloha (Deimer)
Reese, heldon Thursday, Dec. 16.
Theweather wasbeautiful inCali-
fornia, although the plane ride
back to Kansas City on Dec. 18
was dlightly behind schedule and
theair wasalittlerough.

Exhibitorsin adisplay of rug
hooking at theNorton Library in-
clude Betsy Jakowski, Norcatur;
CarolynBurtis, Oberlin; andMary
Ewing, Cedar Bluffs.

TheNorcatur ChristmasDraw-
ing was held on Dec. 18, with 55
familiesattending. Thewinner of
the Pre-school giveaway basket
was Beth Sebaugh, and Matthew
Helm won the custom wood fur-
nituregiveaway. Virgil and Joyce
Price won the lighting contest in
Norcatur, with Jim and Carolyn
Plottsreceiving second place, and
third going to Tad and Rebeccs
Hartsough.

Esther Miller had Monday
Bridge Club at her homeDec. 13.

Virgil and JoycePricetook Ken-
neth to Hays on Friday, Dec. 17,
for acheckupwithhissurgeon. He
had somefluid removed from his
lower lung caused by the cold he
camehomewith. Everything el se
checked out okay.

The Norcatur Newswill not be
published again until Tuesday,
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eternal life.
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing « Dozer Work « Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme ¢ 874-4974

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 S. Kansas  Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme * 877-2133
Toll Free 866-249-7804

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-3 p.m.

Leigh Ann Hahn, Manager

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Artline Graphics
Business Cards, Envelopes, Letterhead,
Brochures, Business Forms,
Color Copies, Laminating,
Wedding & Graduation Invitations
411 E. Holme * 785-877-2255

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

Town & Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet & Evening Specials
Party & Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
Cindy McMullen, Owner & Staff
Hwy 36 E. « 877-3511 « Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme ¢ Norton « 877-2411

Oberlin 785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. ¢ Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Sarah Ketterl White, D.V.M. ¢ Aaron R. White, D.V.M.

Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

By VIVIAN JANSONIUS

Several attended the carry-in
dinner Dec. 15atthePrairieView
Senior Citizen/Community Cen-
ter. They were: Charlie
Schwindamann, Seneca; Marvin
and June Harbers, Stanley and
Maxine Harbers, Glen and Linda
Hultgren, Wilmer and Marie
Hogan, Burdettand Belval eydig,
Rodney Jansonius, JOAnnRupke,
Vivian Jansonius, Julianna
Lasniewski, Hazel Jansonius,
Goldie Barker, Harlan Van De
Wege, Gertrude Erickson and
ErmaJean Nyland, Prairie View:
Johnand DarrenHoffman, Logan.

TheGleaner’sCircleof thePrai-
rie View Reformed Church met
Dec. 16 at thehome of LindaVan
Der Weele. Darline Brown con-

ducted the meeting. Eight mem:-
bers answered roll call. Mrs.
Brown, GoldieBarker andVivian
Jansonius presented a program
called, “Christmas|s’. The Rev.
Jeffrey Van Der Weele sang &
Christmas song. Later, members
revealedtheir Secret Palsand had
a gift exchange. Names were
drawnfor next year's Secret Pals.
Others attending were Waunete
Schemper, Long Island; Julianne
Lasniewski, Linda Hultgren and
Hazel Jansonius.

PriscillaVan Der Weele, a col-
legestudentin Salina, isspending
the Christmas holidays at the
home of her parents, the Rev. Jef-
frey andLindaVanDer Weeleand
Philip.

ALMENA NEWS

By ESTHER MARBLE

ChristmasDay dinner guestsat
the home of Grace Reeves were
Bill Eckhart, Norton; David
Eckhart and JennieDanneof Kan-
sas City; Rose Eckhart, Hill City
andAaronand Christy Taylor and
children, Brett, Hailey and An-
drew of Grainfield. They all en-
joyed the cooperative medl, gifts
andfunonabeautiful day. They all
spent the evening at the home of
Rose Eckhart. Grace Reeves
stayed at hometorest. They had a
visit in the evening viatelephone
fromniecesMarchHall andLedlie
Bell, Austin, Texas.

Bud, Lilaand Dan Engelhardt
and Ailene Houghton drove to
Holdrege, Neb., to the home of
Laverneand Carlene Schemper on
Christmas Day. Those attending
wereBenand JulieSharpand new

baby Alyssa Linn of Sioux City,
lowa; Jamie Schemper and Janel
Schemper, Jared and Dawn
Schemper withtheir children, Si-
erra, Samantha and 11 day olc
Sebrina, and L onnie Schemper, all
fromHoldrege. A bountiful dinner
was had by all. Ailene Houghton
returned to her homein Almena

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dole picked
LaverneShieldsup Christmasday
and spent the day with Karen
Washburn and son, Ryan.

The day after Christmas, Dan
Engelhardtand Tracy visitedwith
Bud and Lila Engelhardt. Gifts
were exchanged.

Dale and Zachery Stiffler of
Meriden, and Jeff Lambeth of Las
Vegas are here this week to hunt
pheasants with Blaine, Chance
and BryceMarble.
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