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William Shakespeare penned thesewordsin hisplay, AsYou
LikeIt, “All the world's a stage, and all the men and women
merely players. They havetheir exitsand their entrances...”

Most of us have seen awide variety of Christmas playsand
pageantsin our lifetimes and have even been in one or more of
them ourselves. We enjoy seeing thetiny tots program—Mary
in her bluedressand whiteveil; Josephin atoo-large bathrobe;
both kneeling besideamanger withthe* Baby Jesus’ (nearly as
large asthem); and thelittle angel choir with crooked tinsel ha-
los heartily singing “ Away in the Manger” behind them. We
perhaps, too, have seen or participated in elaborate Christmas
pageants with huge casts and conceivably thousands of dollars
spent on costumes, backdrops, real animals, and professional
sound and lighting. Both of these, inits own way, characterize
thatfirstgreat“ Casting Call of Christmas.” GodtheFather signed
on and coordinated the innocent and the mgjestic, the humble
andtheproud, the unlearned and the schol arly, thegood and the
evil inthewidely diverse charactersfor rolesin that first great
Christmasdrama. God'schoiceof playersare:

MARY: A young woman, pledged to be married to Joseph,
findsherself visited by thearchangel Gabriel onenight. Gabriel
announcesto her that she will become pregnant. To overcome
her confusionsincesheisavirgin, theangel explainsto Mary,
“TheHoly Spiritwill comeuponyou, and thepower of theM ost
Highwill overshadow you. So, the holy oneto be bornwill be
calledthe Sonof God.” Thoughunder Jewishlaw Mary knows
shecan bestonedtodeath for being pregnant outsideof marriage
and knowing that her husband-to-be will probably not under-
stand, shebravely responds, “ | amthelL ord sservant. May itbe
tomeasyouhavesaid.” Sheendsupgivingbirthinastableand
laying her newbornin amanger.

JOSEPH: A righteous man pledged to be married to Mary.
When hefinds Mary to bewith child, he decidesto divorce her
quietly and not embarrass her publicly. (Under Jewish law, en-
gagement was as binding as marriage. To break it, alegal di-
vorcewasrequired.) Beforehecoulddothis, anangel of theLord
appearstohiminadream, explainsthesituation, tellshimtotake
Mary ashiswife, and whenthechildisborn®...togivehimthe
name, Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
Joseph doesasheiscommanded, takesMary ashiswifebut has
no sexual union with her until after Jesusisborn. Thisfulfills
the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14, “Thevirgin will bewith child and
will givebirthto aSon and will call him Immanuel.”

CAESAR AUGUSTUS: ARomanemperor (asmall butvery
important partinthe“Play”), who issues adecreethat acensus
should betaken of the entire Roman world. Everyone must go
to his own town to register. This requires Joseph to go up to
Bethlehem, taking thevery pregnant Mary with him, sinceheis
of the house and line of David. Thisfulfillsthe words of the
prophet Micah written over 700 years before, “But asfor you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, ...from you Onewill goforth for Meto
beruler inIsrael. Hisgoingsforth are from long ago, from the
daysof eternity.” (Micah5:2, NASB)

THE SHEPHERDS: Generally uneducated mendoingwhat
they doevery night. Nothingextraordinary happenstothemwith
the exception of an occasional predator coming along to scare
away or kill to protect their sheep. But theAuthor of the* Play”
has something special planned for thisnight. They are about to
beastoni shed by thebrilliant shekinah glory of theLord ripping
openthequiet night skies, theangelic proclamation of anewly-
born Savior and agreat multitude of angelspraising God. After
recovering their senses, they hurry off to find the Savior. After
seeing Mary, Joseph and thebabeinthemanger “ just asthey had
been told,” they return to their work. Asthey go, they glorify
and praise God and testify to everyone who will listen of what
they have seen and heard.

THE MAGI: Wisemen, astronomers, fromtheeast. They
have seen “His star” and have traveled a great and dangerous
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distance to find and worship the newborn King. Stopping in
Jerusalemtospeak withKingHerod, they findthat thenew King
of theJewsisto bebornin Bethlehem. Goingthere, theseobvi-
ously wealthy and prestigious men now bow inworship before
this special Baby, recognizing Him as King. After seeing the
Savior and presenting Himtheir preciousgifts, they arewarned
inadream not totell Herod wherethey havefound the Babe so
they return to their country another way.

HEROD, THE GREAT: The“bad-guy,” the current so-
called“Kingof theJews.” Heisgreatly disturbed by theMagi’s
questions, sincethebirth of anew kingwould mean hisreignis
nearly at an end. Heisatyrant of theworst kind. Hedeceives
andliestotheMagi, askingthemtoreturntohimafter they have
foundthebaby sothat he, too, “ may goandworshiphim.” When
theMagi donot returntohim, heputshisjealousplantokill the
Christ childinto effect. Without knowing the exact location or
ageof the Baby, heordersthe death of all Jewish malechildren
under agetwo.

CHIEF PRIESTS AND TEACHERSOF THE L AW:
Thescholars, theol ogiansandreligiousleadersof their day. After
theMagi comeaskingtheir questions, Herod consultsthesemen
to find out wherethe Christisto beborn. Althoughthey know
the propheciesand teachings of Scripturethat explicitly detail
the time and place of the Messiah’s birth which they relay to
Herod, thereis no placein Scripture that records any of them
seekingouttheChrist child. Conversely, itismostly meninthese
positionsthat call for thedeath of Christalittleover thirty years
| ater—perhaps some of these very men.

SIMON: A righteous and devout Jew to whom it has been
revealed by Godthat hewill not diebeforehehasseentheMes-
siah. Moved by theHoly Spirit to go to thetempleon thevery

day that Mary and Joseph bring Jesusto bededicated to God, he
takesHiminhisarmsand praisesGod saying, “ ...my eyeshave
seen your Salvation.”

JESUSCHRI ST, Son of God and Son of Man: “Inthebe-
ginning wastheWord and theWordwaswith God, and theWord
was God. He waswith God in the beginning... The Word be-
came fleshand madeHisdwellingamongus. WehaveseenHis
glory, theglory of the Oneand Only, who camefrom the Father,
full of graceand truth.” (John 1: 1-2, 14). Jesuswillingly gave
up the majesty and acclaim of heaven. Hehumbled Himself so
far asto be born ababy in astable surrounded by the stench of
animalsand among human beings, most that would neither rec-
ognize nor carethat He had arrived. AsaMan, he got hungry,
cold, and tired. Ashegrew, hewastemptedinall ways, just as
we are, yet was without even one sin. Then, in the fullness of
Histime, at theexact moment prophesied, hegaveup Hislifeon
theRoman cross. The Jewsof hisday intentionally and wrong-
fully condemned Him to death; the Romans carried out their
dreadful crucifixion; but it wasour sins—yoursand mine—that
fashionedthenails. But, thegreat“ Play” doesn’t endthere. Jesus
isnot dead! Heroseagaintolifeeverlasting and livestoday in
heavenintheplaceof honor at theright hand of God the Father!

Asthe“Drama’ now continues, what rolewill you play? At
theend of it, wherewill you befound?

Weurgeyou toreceive Christ into your heart this Christmas!
Livefor Christ every day of theyear! Look forward to spending
aneternitywith Christ! He'slookingforwardto spendingitwith
YOU!
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