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Norton senior forward Ryan Maddy shoots over Goo

|
dland’s Nick Angelos to score

during the championship game of the Topside Tipoff Tournament in Goodland.
Maddy was the leading scorer for Norton in the tournament with 20 points in the
Goodland game, 23 pointsin the win over Ottawaand 16 in the victory over Holyoke.

—Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Blue Jay boys place second
In Topside Tipoff Tourney

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’s Norton
Community High School boys
varsity basketball team | ost 44-42
toGoodlandtoplacesecondinthe
16th annual Topside Tipoff Tour-
nament on Saturday in the Max
Jones Fieldhousein Goodland.

Inother gameson Saturday, Ot-
tawa, who Norton beat 51-49 on
Friday, defeated McCook, Neb.,
70-57, to place third. Burlington,
Colo., outscored Weskan, 70-52,
to placefifthand Wray, Colo., de-
feated Holyoke, Colo., 56-54, to
place seventh. Norton beat
Holyoke, 48-28, inthefirstround.

TheNorton-Goodlandgameon
Saturday eveningwasnot decided
until Cowboy senior LaneWinter
hit two free throws with 9.3 sec-
onds|eft on the scoreboard clock
tobreak a42-42tie.

Nortontook anearly 8-4leadin
thegameon two basketshby junior
center Heath Vincent and onebas-
ket each by senior forward Ryan
Maddy and senior guard Kyle
Kats. Goodland scored the final
eight pointsof theperiodtotakea
12-8 advantage.

With Maddy leading the way,
Norton outscored Goodland 11-5
inthe second quarter totakea 19-
17leadatintermission. Maddy hit
atrey andthreetwo-point baskets
and Kats hit the other Blue Jay
basket.

WithWinter and senior Derrick
Raymer scoring al the points, the
Cowboysthrewin 17 pointsinthe
third quarter to doubletheir score
andtakea34-28lead overtheBlue
Jays, who hit 9 points. Raymer
buried two three point shotsand a
two-point basket and Winter hit
three two-point baskets and three
free throws. Again, most of
Norton’s scoring came from
Maddy, who hit five points on a
three-point and two-point shot.
Senior guardAaron Overleaseand
senior forward Justin Shirk each
hit their first basket of the game.

The Blue Jays came fighting
back in the fourth quarter and
outscoredthe Cowboys8-2tostart
the period and tiethe score at 36-
al. Vincent hit apair of charities,
Overlease buried athree-pointer,
Maddy scored two points and
Vincent added another freethrow
with 3:28 left in the contest.
Maddy swished ashot at the 2:56
mark and Norton led 38-36.
Raymer scored on a fast break
layupwith 1:59 remainingtoknot
the scoreat 38-all.

Katswasfouled, steppedtothe
charity stripe and calmly hit two
free throws to put Norton ahead
againat40-38with 1:301eft. Win-
ter scored for Goodland and was
fouled. He missed the charity but
senior Brock Lohr grabbedthere-
bound and scored to put the Cow-
boysback ontop42-40atthe1:05
mark. Vincent camethrough at the
other end of thecourt with another
Norton basket to knot the score at
42-all with 45 secondsremaining
but Goodland won on Winter’s
two free throws with 9.3 seconds
|l eft.

“1 was disappointed with our
energy level inthefirsthalf,” said
CoachReusink.“Itgotbetterinthe
second half but still wasn't great.

“Offensively, we relied too
much on RyanMaddy. Moreguys
need to step up.

“Defensively, down the stretch
welost someguysand gavethem
someeasy baskets. Wewent ahead
andthendidn’tmakethedefensive
stops.

“It'salearning process. | hope
wewill learnfromit.”

TheKansasBasketball Coaches
Associationranked Goodland No.
7 in the state in Class 4A and
Norton No. 8 in Class 3A this
week.

Maddy was the leading scorer
for Norton with 20 points on two
of five three-point shots for 40
percent, seven of 14 two-point
shotsfor 50 percent and nineof 19
overal for 47 percentaccuracy. He
missed hisonly freethrow try.

Vincent added 9 pointsonthree
of sixfromthefieldfor 50 percent
andthreeof four freethrowsfor 75
percent accuracy.

Winter led Goodland with 16
points, followed by Raymer with
12.

Asateam, Nortonhitthreeof 12
three-point basketsfor 25 percent,
14 of 30 two-point shots for 47
percentand 17 of 42 overall for 40
percent. Goodlandtalliedonthree
of 10 fromlong range for 30 per-
cent, the same 14 of 30 fromtwo-
point rangeasNortonand 17 of 40
overall for 43 percent.

Thedifferenceinthegamecame
atthefreethrow linewhereNorton
connected on five of nine for 56
percent and Goodland swished 7
of 14 for 50 percent.

Norton was outrebounded 32-
27. The Jays pulled down six of -

fensive and 21 defensive caroms
and the Cowboys grabbed nine
offensiveand 23defensiveboards.
Vincentled Nortoninrebounding
with nine, followed by Kats and
Maddy, fiveeach; Jason Greenand
Shirk, two each; and Seth Mills
and Overlease, one each.

Norton had 13 turnovers and
Goodland, 12. The Blue Jayshad
three steals and the Cowboys re-
corded nine.

Maddy and Vincent were both
honored when they were selected
on theAll-Tournament Team.

Nortonwill play freshmen, jun-
ior varsity and varsity boys and
girls games against Phillipsburg
onFridayinNorton. Thefreshmen
andjunior varsity boysgameswiill
beplayedat WilmethKirk Memo-
rial Gym on East Campus, begin-
ning at 4 p.m. and the freshmen,
junior varsity girls, varsity girls
and boys gameswill be played at
theNCHSMemorial Gym, begin-

ning at 4 p.m.
GAME STATISTICS
FGs FTs TP
2s 3s M-A
KyleKats 20 246
AaronOverlease 1 1 00 5
Ryan Maddy 72 0120
Justin Shirk 10 00 2
HeathVincent 3 0 34 9
TOTALS 14 3 5-942
Goodland boys44
Jase Herl 01 00 3
LaneWinter 50 6916
Derrick Raymer 3 2 0-012
DavidLivengopod0 0 0-2 O
Brock Lohr 20 00 4
Heath Chatfield 3 0 0-0 6
Jance McKee 10 12 3
TOTALS 14 3 7-1344

—

Norton’s Amber Overlease is surrounded by McCook players as she goes to the floor af-
teraloose ball during the Lady Jays’ third place victory in the Topside Tipoff Tournament

in Goodland on Saturday. Chelsea Coxis No. 12 for Norton.

—Telegram phot o by Dick Boyd

Norton girls win third in tourney
with 56-28 win over McCook

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka's Norton
Community High School girls
varsity basketball team played
well both offensively and defen-
sively indefeating M cCook, Neb.
56-28 on Saturday toplacethirdin
the 16th annual Topside Tipoff
Tournament in Max Jones
Fieldhousein Goodland.

Inother gameson Saturday, Ot-
tawa, who isranked thisweek by
the Kansas Basketball Coaches
Associationat No. 7inthestatein
Class5A, defeated Goodland 56-
46 for the championship.

Holyoke, Colo., who Norton
defeated 44-32 in thefirst round,
placedfifthwitha51-36 winover
Wray, Colo., and Burlington,
Colo., defeated \Weskan 68-44 for
seventh place.

“We played a complete game,
whichwedidn’tdotheday before
against Ottawa,” said Coach Jilka.
“We didn’t play defense against
Ottawa.

“We did agreat job of pressur-
ingtheball andforcingturnovers.
We talked about being mentally
tough and we played that way to-
day.

“Weweretakinggoodshots. We
had a nice balance of inside and
outside shots.

“Wegot better every gameof the
tournament, so that wasnice.”

Nortonheldal2-9lead afterthe
first quarter. After outscoring
McCook 19-8 in the second pe-
riod, the Lady Jaysled 31-17 at
halftime. Norton tallied only 9
pointsinthethird quarter but held
McCook to 6 to extend the Lady
Jay leadto40-23. Nortonfinished
strong with a16-5 final stanzain
their favor.

Junior center Chelsea Cox led
Norton in scoring. Shetallied 15

points, 12 of theminthefirst half.
Cox hit five of 14 shots from the
fieldfor 36 percent and wasfiveof
ninefromthefreethrow linefor 56
percent. Senior forward Amber
Engelbert scored 10 pointsontwo
of five from beyond the arc and
two of five from two-point range
for 40 percent.

Junior guard Whitney Newell
threw in 9 points on one of two
from long range for 50 percent,
oneof threetwo-point goal sfor 33
percent andtwo of fiveoverall for
40 percent. Shewasaperfect four
of four fromthecharity stripe. Jun-
ior guard Karlie Jones scored 8
points on two of three from long
range for 67 percent, one of six
two-point shotsfor 17 percentand
threeof nineoverall for 33 percent.

Jillian Bryant was |leading
scorer for McCook with 8 points.

Asateam, Norton hit 5 of 14
three-point shotsfor 36 percent, 16
of 43 two-point attempts for 37
percentand 21 of 57 overall for 37
percent accuracy. McCook took
one shot from beyond thearc and
missed it. The Lady Bison hit 11
of 33 shotsfrom two-point range
for 33 percent and were 11 of 34
overall for 32 percent.

Norton connected onnineof 13
free throws for 69 percent while
McCook swished 6 of 13 charities
for 46 percent.

Norton dominatedinthesteals,
turnovers and assists categories.
The Lady Jays stole the ball 17
timescompared tojust 4 theftsby
McCook. Newell was the steals
leader with 6, followed by
Engelbert, 4; Cox, 3; and Klaire
Mann, Becca Ebert, 2 each.

Nortonturned theball over just
7timeswhiletheL ady Jays' press-
ing defensecaused 21 L ady Bison
turnovers.

Norton also had 17 offensive
assists compared to just five for
McCook. Newell was the leader
with six, followed by Donovan,
three; Cox, Overlease and
Engelbert, twoeach; and Ebert and
Jones, one each.

McCook had a slight edge in
rebounding. The Lady Bison
pulled down 10 offensive and 18
defensivecaromsfor 28total com-
paredto nineoffensiveand 14 de-
fensive boards for 23 by Norton.
Overleasewastheleading rounder
with five, followed by Cox, four;
Ebert, Maggie Nielsen and
Engelbert, three each; Newell,
two; and Mann, Jones and
Duscher, one each.

Chelsea Cox and Whitney
Newell were chosen to the All-
Tournament Team.

Next actionfor theNortongirls
and boysbasketbal | teamswill be
Friday when the Blue Jays host
Phillipsburg. Gameswill begin at
4p.m.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton girls56

FGs FTs TF

2s 3s M-A
Whitney Newell 1 1 44 9
ChelseaCox 50 5915
Klaire Mann 2 0 00 4
BeccaEbert 30 006
Karlie Jones 12 00 8
Amber Engelbert 2 2 0-0 10
Jessi Duscher 20 00 4
TOTALS 16 5 9-1356

McCook girls28

KimSerbousesk 1 0 00 2
NatalieBrooks 0 0 46 4
KatherineMorell 2 0 0-0 4
TaynPlaczgk 2 0 01 4
JessicaHarris 0 0 1-2 1
Jillian Bryant 4 0 028
AllisonSmith 2 0 12 5
TOTALS 11 0 6-1328

Norton girls lose close semi-final game to Ottawa

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka's Norton
Community High School girls
varsity basketball team played
Ottawaavery close game on Fri-
day before losing 65-59 in the
championship semi-finals of the
Topside Tipoff Tournament at
Max Jones Fieldhouse in
Goodland.

The Lady Jays defeated
Holyoke, Colo.,44-32 and Ottawa
outscored Burlington, Colo., 83-
51inthefirst round on Thursday.

The Ottawa girls team was
ranked No. 10 in the state in the
K ansasBasketbal | CoachesA sso-
ciation pre-season rankings. The
Lady Cycloneswereedged 47-46
by McCook forlastyear’sTopside
Tipoff championship.

“Weplayed agreat game,” said
CoachJilka.“ Offensively, wedid
anicejoball nightlongwithwhat-
ever they had to give us. Right
now, we are doing a great job of
taking care of the basketball and
need to keep doing that.

“Defenseisaconcern. We just
don’'t play hard team defense for
32minutes. Reboundingalsocon-
tinues to be a problem. At times,
we are very good at rebounding
but it's something we need to do
all thetime.

“Tonight, weimprovedsomuch
from Thursday. We need to keep
doing that.”

Aftertrailing21-13at theend of
the first quarter, Norton actually
outscored the Lady Cyclonesthe
rest of theway.

Norton had balanced scoringin
thefirst quarter asK arlie Jones, 5-
foot-5-inchjunior guard, swished
two basketsand Whitney Newell,
5-6 junior guard, hit abasket and
free throw. Chelsea Cox, 6-foot
junior center; RebeccaEbert, 5-11
junior center and Amber
Engelbert, 5-8 senior forward,
each connected for two points.

In the second quarter, Norton
outscored Ottawa 14-7 to narrow
theLady Cyclones' leadto 28-27.
Newell led scoring for Norton
with athree-point and two-point
basket and two charities. Cox
threw in two baskets and a free
throw. ChelleDonovan, a5-3jun-
ior guard, hit her only basket of the
game. Norton limited Ottawato
just two field goals and two free
throwsinthe period.

Norton played Ottawaon even
termsinthethird quarter wherethe
Lady Cyclones outscored the
Lady Jays 18-16 to extend their
lead slightly to 46-43.

Again, Norton had balanced
scoring in the period. Jones hit a
three-point and two-point basket
and two free throws; Ebert hit a
field goal and charity; Klaire
Mann, 5-3 junior forward, and
Cox each hit afield goal and

Newell swished two free throws.
Jones hit both of her baskets |late
inthequarter totiethescoreat 39-
al, then was fouled and hit two
free throws to put the Lady Jays
ahead 41-39withtwo minutes|eft.
Newell hit a free throw to put
Norton on top 42-39. Ottaware-
gained thelead at 43-42 with less
than aminute left. Newell hit her
second freethrow of the period to
tiethescoreat 43-all but theL ady
Cyclones scored the final three
pointsof the quarter.

Nortonstayedrightwith Ottawa
in the fourth quarter and, once
again, pointswereevenly distrib-
uted. Newell hit atrey and Cox;
Mann; Amber Overlease, 5-5jun-
ior forward, and MaggieNielsen,
a5-9sophomorecenter, eachhita
basket. Engelbert hit abasket and
two free throws and Jones hit a
charity.

OttawaoutscoredNorton 19-16
in the final stanza but hit only
seven points on baskets. The rest
came from free throws as Norton
had to foul to gain possession of
theball.

Three Lady Jays scored in
doublefigures. Newell ledwith 15
pointsonfour of 12 overall for 33
percent and five of seven free
throws for 71 percent accuracy.
Joneshit 12 pointsonthreeof five
from two-point range for 60 per-
cent, oneof sixfromlongrangefor

17 percent and four of 11 overall
for 36 percent. She also hit three
of four freethrowsfor 75 percent.
Cox tallied 11 points on five of
ninefromthefield for 56 percent
and one of two charities for 50
percent.

Kelsie Studley, a 6-foot senior
center, led Ottawawith 25 points.
Megan Ramsey, a5-9 junior for-
ward, scored 21.

Norton played Ottawa even on
the boards, edged them in shoot-
ing percentage fromthefield and
in stealsand had fewer turnovers.

Asateam, Nortonhitthreeof 15
three-point attempts for 33 per-
cent, 19 of 43 two-point shotsfor
44 percent and 22 of 58 overall for
38 percent. Ottawa connected on
fiveof 12 treysfor 42 percent, 13
of 37 two-point attempts for 35
percentand 18 of 49 overall for 37
percent.

Ottawawonthegameat thefree
throw line where the Lady Cy-
clonesswished 24 of 36for 67 per-
cent accuracy. Norton hit 12 of 21
charitiesfor 57 percent.

Both teams pulled down 32 re-
bounds. Norton had 12 offensive
and 20 defensive caroms while
Ottawa had 17 offensive and 15
defensive rebounds.

Engelbert was rebounding
leader for Norton with nine, fol-
lowed by Cox, seven; Ebert, six;
Jones, four; Overlease, three;

Mann, two; and Nielsen, one.

Norton had nine steals and Ot-
tawa had six thefts. Cox led with
four, followedby Engelbert, three;
and Donovanand Jones, oneeach.

TheL ady Jayshad 11 assistsanc
theLady Cycloneshad 15. Newell
wasassistsleader for Nortonwith
seven, followed by Mann, Over-
lease, Jones, and Engelbert, one
each.

Norton had just 13 turnovers
while Ottawagave up the ball 17
times.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton girls59

FGs FTs TF

2s 3s M-A
Whitney Newell 2 2 5-715
ChelseaCox 50 1211
KlaireMann 20 00 4
Amber Overleasel 0 0-0 2
ChelleDonovan 1 0 00 2
BeccaEbert 20 145
MaggieNielsen 1 0 00 2
Karlie Jones 31 3412
Amber Engelbert 2 0 2-4 6
TOTALS 19 3 2-2159

Ottawagirls65

Jill Spratt 00 020
MalloryGeist 0 2 22 8
Caitlin Smith 20 256
JaraVance 01 245
MeganRamsey 3 2 9-1121
KelseStudley 8 0 9-1225
TOTALS 13 524-36 65



