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‘For our own good’
isn't always the case

Secret laws?

Well, the war on terrorism has given us secret courts and secret
detention camps, so it shouldn’t be any surprise.

Americans are finding that, under the rather badly named
Patriot Act, security regulations are written and put in place

without the public ever knowing.

A former member of Congress from Idaho was denied boarding
at a western airport when she asked to see the regulation that
allowed screeners to pat her down.

“That’s secret,” they said.

She reportedly hasn’t flown since.

Some of this may make sense.

If it’s the actual operating plan we’re talking about — how
screeners select which persons to pat down — there may be
information there that we don’t want terrorists to know. The
authority to search is something anyone who asks should be able

to see.

As is usual, though, the bureaucracy tends to expand the defini-
tion of that which requires secrecy. Give them an inch, and they’ll

take a mile, as it were.

As federal control over all types of transportation expands,
people are beginning to realize that the government has a reason
to keep secret whatever it wants. Opponents of hauling nuclear
waste around, for instance, fear they they’ll never again have any
idea when and where shipments are moving.

People who like to watch trains and planes are being reported
to the police, possibly entered into national databases, maybe
earning afile at the FBI. Screeners probably make a record of
anyone who protests security procedures.

Security isimportant. The threat of terrorism is real, but while
there are things that should not be made public, there are dan-

gers here.

The government may not want terrorists to know how security
operates, but it’simpossible for Americans to judge the quality of
our security services when their work is secret.

We need to know that these things work.

The government might argue that it doesn’t want terrorists to
know our weaknesses, but it’s just as possible to use secrecy to

cover a bad job or a bad plan.

Our open society is going to suffer as secret government grows,
and the worst part is, we won’t have any idea how big these

operations have become.

The government, for our own good, isn’t going to tell us what it’s

doing.

It’d be easy to dismiss these fears, but the price of freedom is
eternal vigilance. If we don’t keep an eye on our government, we
may wake up some day to find that it is keeping more than an eye

on us.

Maybe the terrorists won’t win, but if we let that happen, we

won’t, either. — Steve Haynes
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area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuas or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.
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Decorating isdoneina frenzy

hen our daughter Jennifer
moved here alittle over two
yearsago, shehad noideathat

the historic Victorian house she bought
would put her in such high demand.

Fromthevery first year, the Christmas
Homes Tour committee had been asking
her to et them put her house on thetour.
Shedidn’tfeel likeshewasready until this
year. Andeventhen, shehadreservations.
But, | kept “knoodging” (it'sanold Jew-
ish saying) her to do it with promises of,
“We'll (meaning, mostly, her dad) help
you get ready. It'll be fun. Don’t worry
(another old Jewish saying).”

Jennifer awayshasprojectsgoing. Her
vision for her home has developed in
stages. First was interior painting, then
window coverings, crownmoldinginall
therooms, staininginterior doors, install-
ing French doors, anew front door and a
swinging door intothekitchen. That was
justthefirst year.

L andscaping began her first summer
with the total removal of the front yard,
new grass, new shrubs, a berm, rocks
hauled in and flowers planted. | get tired
just watching her work, because all this
isinadditionto her regular 60- or 70-hour
work week for amgjor softwarecompany.

Now, fast-forward to the first of No-
vember. “Mom, Dad,” Jennifer began,
“theHomesTour islessthan two months
away. Do you remember what you said?
| really want doors put on those shelves,
and | want that chandelier moved, please.”
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“Sure, sure,” we said. “No problem.
We'retherefor’ya, honey.”

Next thingweknew, it wasThanksgiv-
ing. Then| hurt my back. Beforeweknew
it, two more weeks had flown by and the
doors still weren't on the shelves, the
chandelier still hadn’'t been moved, and
Jennifer wasstartingtoget nervous. Very
nervous.

Since Jim and | both work best under
pressure, weweren'tworried. Last week,
Jim got started on her doors, and sheand
| designed her “tablescape” according to
protocol onHomeand Garden TV.

Saturday, the day before the tour,
brought a decorating flurry unlike any-
thing | had ever seen before. Greenery
garlands were everywhere, Victorian
Santasfilled corners, the chandelier was
moved, anew fixture hung, sterling was
polishedtoagleam, and chinawasplaced
just so.

About 6 p.m. Jennifer said, “I don’t
know. Thetreestill needs‘ something.””

Aboutthat time, “ DecoratingtheWhite
Housefor Christmas’ cameontelevision.

Guess what they were doing? Pouring
bushelsof artificial snow over the30-odc
Christmas trees on display at the White
House.

Jennifer and| |looked at each other and,
simultaneously, said, “Snow. It needs
snow.” Another triptothestoreproduced
two bags of “snow” and one bag of glit-
ter. It was the final touch, the piéce de
résistance. At 1am., weweredone. The
next day, it needed only dustingand vacu-
uming. Well, you and | both know, there
was morethan just that. But, it waslittle
things, and by “ showtime” shewasready.

Exceptfor onething. Wewereinthecar
ready to leave and Jennifer couldn’t find
her keys. Obviously, they had beenput out
of sightinthelast cleaning sweep. A spare
set wasfound and all waswell.
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Now, for the rest of the story. Every-
thingwent of f without ahitch. About 100
women (I swear, not one man braved the
tour) came through the house, and judg-
ing by all the positive comments, she
passedwithflyingcolors. Almost 10-year
old Alexandria was the self-appointed
guidefor the upstairs, and she did afine
job.

Jennifer’ sdad and | werevery proud of
her and glad to bepart of it. But, secretly,
wehopeshedoesn’t volunteer tobeonthe
tour again for, oh, let’s say another five
years.

| don’t think we havethe staminato do
it again anytime sooner than that.

Integrety Is important to have in life

s | grow older, | wonder from
A timeto timeif people still have

good character and integrity. At
onetimel believed| couldbelieveevery-
thing someonetold me.

| learned some very difficult lessons
that provedthat wasnot trueand probably
never hasbeenintime, butit changed my
outlook onlife.

| still believe most people most of the
timeand that’ sgood.

A few weeks ago | attended a funeral
that wasamemorial service led by chil-
dren of the deceased.

They told of the wonderful influence
their father had on their lives and on the
lives of many around him. He was 93
yearsold. It wasajoy to hear of thistesti-
mony. This person was not made out to
be perfect and yet had a tremendous in-
fluencein alarge part because of hisin-
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tegrity and faith.

Afewweekslater | attendedtheservice
for afriend who died at age 47, avictim
of cancer. Again, even at thisyoung age
itwasaservicetalking of thegreat influ-
encethisyoung man hadwith hisbusiness
associates, his work as a community
leader, school board member and very
influential among his church friends.

Hischildren did not speak of hisinflu-
encein their lives, but in visiting with

them, | am convinced hewas avery big
influenceandthat influencewill stay with
them as they continue in adult life. And
what about hislife, no doubt influencec
by hisparentsand others.

All peoplehavefaults, but everyoneof
uswill haveaninfluenceonother people,
and we can dwell on our faults and the
faults of others or we can work to make
our influenceremarkableand of value.

ThisChristmas Season might beagood
time to renew ourselves to spreading
peaceand goodwill amongthosewemeet.

Y oumight besurprisedthat youwill be
atremendousinfluencefor goodto some-
one you might know only briefly or
maybe not ever meet, but because of
something you did or said somewhere.

Sometime, you were that good influ-
ence.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Pastor supports new youth center as place for kids to go

Wouldn't you loveto have aplace for
your teenagersto go on Saturday nights
whereyouwouldn’t haveto worry about
where they were, what company they
werein, whereal cohol anddrugsweren’t
accessi ble and where the gamesand rec-
reation werewholesome?

Such a placeis being created through
the prayers and support of Christians

throughout our county.

Thisplacewill beknownas" TheRock”
Christian Y outh Center. Thiscenter will
not be sponsored by one church, but by
many churches and people throughout
northwest Kansas.

Asafather withtwodaughtersand now
four grandchildren, | know how important
aplacelikethiswill beinhel pingour kids

grow spiritually and givingthemawhol e-

some place to go on Saturday nightsand
other occasions.

Please consider supporting thiseffort.

Pastor Terry Worthington
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