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)V wrestlers win Alma
varsity tournament

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School junior varsity wrestling
team opened its season Saturday
by winning the championship of
the Alma, Neb. Varsity Invita-
tional Wrestling Tournament.

TheNortonjunior varsity com-
piled 157 pointsto easily outdis-
tancesecond placeWauneta-Pali-
sade, which scored 118.5 points.
Third place went to Kearney
Catholic, 117 andfourthto Eustis-
Farnam, 116. They werefollowed
by Overton, 75; Alma, 66;
Pleasanton, 59; unattached, 45;
Wilcox-Hildreth, 43; Loomis 34;
SEM, 31; SouthernValley JV, 29.

Norton had only one champion
but four Blue Jays placed second,
four werethird and two fourth.

Thirteen Blue Jay wrestlers
competedfor Nortonandsix com-
peted onthe unattached team. As-
sistant Coach Deyton Hager ac-
companied thewrestlers.

Norton’s champion was fresh-
man Travis Ray, 112 pounds.

Placing second were freshmen
Andrew Black, 103; Aaron
Husted, 130; Jeff Soderlund, 135
and Zach Mannel, 215.

Winning third place were
sophomoresJared Bebb, 119, and
Chris Davis, 145, and freshmen
Todd Bolt, 125, and Clay
McMullen, 140.

Fourth placefinisheswerewon
by senior Paul Juenemann, 189,
and freshman Ben Rojas, 275.

Also competing for Norton
werefreshman Brian Sproul, 152
and junior Brady Linner, 171,

Unattached were: freshmen
BryceEngelbert, 112, third place,
Aaron Van Der Wege, 119, and
Austin Brown, 125; and sopho-
moresMichael Ward, 135; Jordan
Durham, 140, fourth place and
Shane Stanley, 189.

For his gold medal perfor-
mance, Travis Ray was named
“Junior Varsity Wrestler of the
Week”.

“Thiswasavarsity tournament.
Thereareawayssomegoodwres-
tlers at this tournament,” said
Norton head coach Bill Johnson.
“Overall, Coach Hager said we
wrestled outstanding. We
outhustled the competition and
were in better physical condition
than our opponents. It wasavery
good day for our junior varsity
wrestlers.”

Ray was seeded No. 3 at 112
pounds. Hereceived afirst round
bye, then pinned No. 2 seed Justin
Shriver, Overton, in 3:29 minutes
in the semi-finals. He won the
championshipwitha4-2decision
over No. 1 seed Andy Miller,
Alma.

Bryce Engelbert wrestled unat-
tached at 112. Hewas seeded No.
4 and pinned No. 5 seed Curtis
Burden, SEM, in 47 seconds. He
was pinned in 3:05 by Miller and
dropped into the consolation
bracket. Hepinned Shriverin1:52
to placethird.

At 103 pounds, Black pinned
No. 1seed Ezequial Garcia, SEM,
in 2:49 of their first round match.
In the semi-finals, hewon a13-1
major decision over No. 4 seed
JacobM cCann, Kearney Catholic.
Inthechampionshipfinas, hewas
pinnedin4:33by No. 2seed Bran-
don Rimpley, Overton.

Garciapinned McCannin 2:09
to placethird.

Husted wasseeded No. 3at 130
and received afirst round bye. In
the semi-finals, he pinned No. 2
seed KaneKeller, Eustis-Farnam,
in 1:06. In the championship fi-
nals, hewaspinnedin 1:29 by No.
1seedBenKahle, Kearney Catho-
lic.

Keller placed third by pinning
No. 4 seed Ryan Eckhout,
Pleasanton.

Soderlund was seeded No. 3 at
135 pounds. Inthefirst round, he
pinned Denny Holstein, Overton,
in 1:33. In the semi-finals, he
decisioned No. 2 seed Tyler
Pieper, Eustis-Farnam, 10-9. In
the championship finals, he was
pinned in 1:33 by No. 1 seed
Danny Norwood, K earney Catho-
lic.

Pieper placed third with a 6-4
decision over No. 4 seed A.C.
Werner, Wauneta-Palisade,

Ward wrestled unattached at
135 andlost to Norwood by afall

in1:46inthefirst round, thenlost
byafalinl:12toNo.5seedMark
Florom, Alma, in the consolation
bracket.

At 215 pounds, Mannel pinned
No.2seedKyleFreeland, Loomis,
in1:22 of their first round match.
In the semi-finals, he pinned No.
3seed TravisCumpston, SEM, in
1:35. In the championship finals,
he was pinned in 1:28 by No. 1
seed Craig Tarr, Wilcox-Hildreth.

Cumpston placed third by pin-
ning Freelandin 2:23.

Jared Bebb wasseeded No. 4 at
119 pounds. Inthefirst round, he
was pinned in 53 seconds by No.
5seed PhilipLee, Kearney Catho-
lic. Van Der Wege wrestled unat-
tached and was pinned in 19 sec-
ondsof hisfirst round matchwith
No. 1seed Corey Snider, Overton.
Bebb and Van Der Wege dropped
intotheconsol ationbracket where
they wrestled each other. Bebb
won by afall in 1:22. Bebb then
pinned Caleb Roberts, Alma, in
2:00and pinned No. 3 seed Blake
Sanders, Eustis-Farnam,in2:59to
placethird.

No. 2 seed Dirk Vapenik,
Wauneta-Palisade, wonthecham-
pionship by pinning Snider in 3.

At 125 pounds, Bolt wasseeded
No. 3.Inthefirstround,ittook him
just 18 seconds to pin Tyler
Swanson, Overton. In the semi-
finals, he was pinned in 1:40 by
No. 2 seed Jesse West, Wauneta-
Palisade. In the consolation
bracket, Bolt pinned No. 5 seed
John Matson, unattached, in 56
seconds. Bolt wontheconsolation
championship by pinning No. 4
seed JoeWebber, SouthernValley,
in2:38.

West won the championship
witha9-2decisionover No. 1seed
Will Craig, Wauneta-Palisade.

Brown wrestled unattached at
125pounds. Hewaspinnedin2:38
of hisfirstroundmatchwith Craig.
Intheconsolation bracket, hewas
pinnedin 3:59 by Matson.

McMullen was the No. 2 seed
and drew afirst round bye at 140
pounds. Inthesemi-finals, hewas
pinned by No. 3 seed Brandon
Percival, Southern Valley. In the
consolation bracket, he pinned
No. 5 seed Casey Drew,
Pleasanton, in 3:39 to reach the
consolation finals.

Durhamwrestled unattached at
140 and was seeded No. 4. In his
firstround match, hepinned Drew
in4:51. Inthesemi-finals, hewas
pinnedin 1:45 by No. 1 seed Jake
Smith, Wauneta-Palisade. In the
consolation bracket, he pinned
Greg Schepler, Wilcox-Hildreth,
in 32 secondsto reach the conso-
lation final sagainst histeammate
McMullen. The consolation
championship was won by
McMullenwith a7-5 decision.

Smith won the championship
with a 16-0 technical fall over
Percival.

At 145, Daviswasseeded No. 2
anddrew abye. Inthesemi-finals,
he lost a 10-7 decision to No. 3
seed JoshVanden Berge, Kearney
Catholic. In the consolation
bracket, Davis pinned Matt
Mullen, unattached, in 2:43. He
won the consolation champion-
shipwithal0-3decisionover No.
4 seed ChrisBeason, SEM.

No. 1 seed Pat Kohl, Eustis-
Farnam, won the championship
with afall in 1:05 over Vanden
Berge.

Juenemannwasseeded No. 3at
189 and received a bye. In the
semi-finals, he was pinned in 38
seconds by No. 2 seed Brennon
Malcom, Eustis-Farnam. In the
consolation bracket, he faced
teammate Stanley, whowaswres-
tling unattached. Juenemann
pinned Stanley in 2:59to advance
to the consolation finals.
Juenemanninjury defaultedtoNo.
4 seed Jeff Svoboda, Loomis, and
placed fourth.

Stanley lost his opening match
whenhewaspinnedin3:07 by No.
| seed Ben Robison, Alma.

Robison won the championship
withab-2 decisionover Malcom.

At 275 pounds, Rojas was
seeded No. 4. Inthefirstround, he
was pinnedin 1:00 by No. 5 seed
Chris Beins, unattached. In the
consolation bracket, he pinned
No. 3 seed Andrew Ward,
Wauneta-Palisade, in 2:02. Inthe
consolation finals, hewas pinned
in 1:35 by Beins in the second
meeting of the two and placed
fourth.

No. 1 seed Justin Hood,
Pleasanton, won the champion-
ship by pinning No. 2 seed Andy
Lange, Overton, in 1:54.

Sproul wrestled at 152 pounds.
Inthefirstround, hewaspinnedin
29 seconds by No. 2 seed Peter
Barger, Wauneta-Palisade. In the
consol ation bracket, he shutout
Mike Shaw, SouthernValley, by a
10-Oscore. Next, hewrestled No.
4 seed Colby Gray, Loomis, and
waspinnedin 1:47.

Gray placedthirdwitha3-1de-
cision over No. 3 seed Grant
Schroll, Pleasanton. No. 1 seed
Drew Sorenson, Kearney Catho-
lic, wonthechampionshipby pin-
ning Barger in 4:34.

Linner lost hisfirst round match
at 17| pounds by afal in 1:13 to
No. | seed Jake Rundback,
Wauneta-Palisade. Intheconsola-
tionbracket, hepinned No. 5 seed
AaronKimberly, Loomis,in2:18.
Next, hewrestledNo. 2 seedKyle
Sayler, Kearney Catholic,andwas
pinnedin 54 seconds.

Sayler pinned Shane Davis,
Overton, in 2:20 to win third.
Rundback won the championship
by pinning No. 3 seed Kale
Holloway, Pleasanton, in 3:20.

Nortonwasopenat 160 pounds.
No.1 seed Henry Cross, Eustis-
Farnam, wonthechampionshipby
pinning No. 2 seed Allen
Mintzmyer, AlIma, in 5:50. No. 3
seed Tyler Livingston, Wilcox-
Hildreth, placedthirdwithafallin
3:43 over No. 5 seed Taylor
Bertholf, Kearney Catholic.

The Norton junior varsity will
compete Friday in the Southern
Valley Varsity Tournament at Ox-
ford, beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Huskies’ boys take second victory

The Northern Valley Huskies
beat the Golden Plains Bulldogs,
74-60, Saturday in Rexford for
their second basketball victory of
the young season.

“ After gettingrid of thefirst game
jittersandbecoming moreconfident
withawin, | feltwewereready togo
out and take care of business and
comeaway withtwowinstostartthe
season, which is exactly what we
did,” sadCoachJasonDibble.“With
scoring having beenaconcerninthe
past, | hopeto beableto say that we
didget overthehumpfor now by go-
ing out and scoring 74 pointsin the
secondgameof theyear. Lastyearwe
never scored morethan 59 pointsin
any onegameand thisyear wehave
surpassed that mark twice.

“1 think our aggressive offen-
sivementality whileplayingunder
control isdefinitely paying off and
also contributed to only 11 turn-
overs, which is tremendous con-
sidering our averagelast year.

“Joey gained some confidence
by hittingtwoearly threestoget us
off to agood start against their
zoneandforcingthemtoplay man
on us where we executed our of-
fense well. We did however get
into some foul trouble early and
were forced to put some players
into aposition they werenot used
to, but adjusted to very well.

“ Andrew cameoff thebenchand
gaveussomestrong minutesinthe
first and all of the second quarter
once Colegot histhird foul.

“In the second half wedida Hysky Andrew Sheley grabs arebound in the game Sat-
urday against Golden Plains. —Telegram photo by Susie Marble

much better job of defending the
three, especially after Golden
Plainshit6inthefirsthalf, butonly
managed two against our zonein
the second half. Avery Thalheim
had an outstanding gamewith 10
assists and Jesse and Henry con-
tributedinthescoring department.
“1f wecontinuetogettothefree
throw line and shoot like we are,
it will definitely help usin close
games. Coming out of thisweek-
end with 2 winswas hugefor our
confidence, but we also need to
continueto work hard in practice
andnot takeanythingfor granted.”
Joey Copper led scoringwith27
points, followed by JesseHilburn,
18; Henry Griffiths, 15; Avery
Thalheim, 7; DavidHarris, 5; and
ColeKinderknecht, 2.
Rebounding honors went to
Copper with five; Hilburn, four;
Thalheim and Griffiths, three
apiece; Kinderknecht and Andrew
Sheley, two each; and Clarke
Nelsonand Scott Shearer, oneeach.
Steals were made by Copper,
two, and Griffiths, Thalheim,
Nelson and Hilburn, one each.

Making assists were Thalheim,
10; Griffiths, two; Hilburn and
Sheley, one apiece.

The junior varsity was edged
49-44 by Golden Plains.

“Inthebeginningof thisgamewe
weremaking things harder for our-
selvesthanweneeded to,” saidthe
coach. “ Oncewe settled down and
figuredouttopasstheball and make
thedefensemove, wegot someeasy
wide openlooksat the basket.

“We were able to hit some 3s
against the zone and especially
openedsomeholesinthethirdquar-
terwhenAndrew seemedtoscoreat
willwith14 pointsinthequarter. We
definitely playedbetterinthesecond
half coming from down 8 at half to
up 2 a theend of thethird.

“Oneof our weaknessesreared
itsugly head again and weturned
theball over way too many times,
but were still ableto almost tieit
withaDavid Harris 3 pointer that
went inand out two or threetimes
beforefallingout. Oneof theother
weaknesses was rebounding on

the back side of our zone, but |
want to give the kids credit for
coming out and increasing our
scoring fromthefirst night. Cody
Lowry and Chad Husted helped
contribute to the scoring increase
aswell as David with seven re-
bounds.”

Sheley led scoring with 16
points, followed by Cody Lowry
and Chad Husted, 9 each; Scott
Shearer, 4; Harris, BryceMarble,
and Nelson, 2 apiece.

Rebounding were Harris, 7;
Sheley, 5; Anthony Simants, 4;
Husted, 3; Shearer, 2; Lowry,
RichieKersch, and ChanceMiller,
1 apiece.

Northern Valley 74,
Golden Plains60

Northern Valley

Copper 925-327, Hilburn 3 1
9-9 18, Griffiths 6 1 1-0 15,
Thalheim014-47,Harris110-0
5, Kinderknecht 102-02, Nelson
002-00. Totals206 21-16 74.

Golden Plains

Totals12819-12 60.
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Wrap Up Your Holiday

Shopping In One Stop!

[ PLease Senp A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS |
[ Puease StarT A NEw SUBSCRIPTION FOR Me |

| [ Piease ApD TO THE FOLLOWING SUBSCRIPTION
1 Nawme:

1 ADDRESS:

I City:

[ StateE: ZIp:

I Girr SusscripTiON FROM

1s ENCLOSED

I My Creck For $

\------------------

Y
The Telegram Staff will be
glad to help you with a

renewal or gift subscription
Make Someone Happy On Your Shopping List!!

————————-------\

NORTON, PHILLIPS, GRAHAM, DECATUR & FURNAS COUNTIES:
1 Year—$60.00 = 6 Months—$32.00 = 3 Months—$18.00
ELSEWHERE IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA:

1 Year—$70.00 = 6 Months—$37.00 = Student (9 Mo.)—$52.50
Less than 6 months would be $15.00 per month
ELSEWHERE IN UNITED STATES:

1 Year—$76.00 « 6 Months—$42.00 = Student (9 Mo.)—$57.00
Less than 6 months would be $15.00 per month
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