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Blue Jays’ wrestling season
to begin Saturday at Hoxie

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bill Johnson’s Norton
Community High School varsity
wrestlingteamwill openthe2004-
' 05 season on Saturday whenthey
competeintheannual Hoxielnvi-
tational Wrestling Tournament.

This early season tournament
always proves to be one of the
toughest invitationals in North-
west Kansas.

AlsocompetingareDodgeCity,
Oakley, Oberlin, Plainville and
Trego.

The tournament will begin at
8:30 am. at Hoxie High School.
Trophieswill beawardedtothetop
two teams and medalsto thefirst
through fourth place wrestlersin
each weight class.

Admissionwill be$6 for adults
and $5 for students (K-12) for all
day or $4 for adultsand $3for stu-
dents (K-12) for the third and
fourth place and championship
matches.

The tournament will run con-
tinuously with minimum breaksof
15-20 minutes between sessions.

Junior varsity toAlma

TheNortonjunior varsity wres-
tlerswill alsocompeteinatourna:
ment Saturday in Alma, Neb.

Other teams competing will be
varsity teamsfromAlma, SE.M.,
Loomis, Overton, Pleasanton,
Kearney Catholic, Eustis-Farnam,
Wilcox-Hildreth and Wauneta-
Palisade.

Competition will begin at 10
a.m.withthesecondsessionsetfor
noonandthethird sessionfor 2:30
p.m.Admissionwill be$5, al day;
$4final session, adults; $4, al day,
$3, final session, students.

Coach Bill Johnson

Coach Johnson beginshis 14th
season as head wrestling coach at
Norton Community High School.
Hehas 34 team members, includ-
ing ninelettermen and six return-
ing starters from last season’s

Northern

The Northern Valley High
School girls basketball team will
start its season this Friday, when
they host Atwood at 4 p.m.

Longtime coach Bill Lowry,
whose record is 135-248, said
strengths include five returning
letter winners, a77 percent offense
return, and the 16 players on the
roster. Hesaidtheteam’ sspeed has
increased, which is another big
strength.

Asfor weaknesses, he said the
team lacks size and half of the
squad isnew.

Returning starters are senior
Lindsey Graham, a5-foot,11-inch
postwithanaverageof 13.3points
per game and 10.2 rebounds per
game; senior Lindsey Jessup, a5-
7 point guard with an average of
4.3 pointsper game, 2.8 rebounds
and 2.6 assists; and junior Serena
Woodside, a’5-9 post with an av-
erage of 6.4 points per game and
5.2 rebounds.

Other starters this season are
sophomoreKelli Cole,a5-6guard
with a 6.8 points per game aver-
age, aswell asa2.7 rebound aver-
ageand 1.0 assist average; sopho-
moreJenaJessup, a5-5guardwith

Class 3-2-1A state championship
team.

Coach Johnson’sBlueJay wres-
tlingteamshavebuiltachampion-
ship tradition but, despite anum-
ber of seconds, thirds, fourthsand
fifths, had not won the big prize
until last season when they de-
feated Hoxiefor thetitle.

Norton placed second in the
state tournament in 1996-' 97 and
1997-"98 and third in 1995-'96 .
Afterplacing 13thin 1998-' 99, the
Blue Jay grapplerstied for fourth
in 1999-' 00 and placed third in
2000-'01.

Norton moved up to Class 4A
thenext year and placedfifthinthe
statetournament after winningthe
regional.

In2002-' 03, Nortoncompileda
perfect 12-0dual record and went
undefeated in the Mid-Continent
L eagueto win the championship.
Norton won the regional but
placed second to Hoxie at state.

Last season, the Blue Jays put
together another perfect dual
record whenthey went 16-Otore-
peat as Mid-Continent League
champions. Norton placed second
to defending state champion
Hoxieintheregional tournament
but dethroned the Indiansin the
state tournament.

Six returning state tournament
placerswill lead the way for this
season’sBlueJay wrestlingteam.
The small senior classincludesa
very largeand talented defending
state heavyweight champion
Michael Sprigg.

“Michael was ableto bring the
state heavyweight title back to
Norton last season and with it
came the team title,” said Coach
Johnson.

Sprigg is a three-time state
heavyweight medalist. Heplaced
fourth in Class 4A his freshman
season and second hissophomore
season before winning the cham-

pionship asajunior.

Norton’sjunior classincludes
threewrestlerswhohavewonstate
medals. Leading the way is Clay
Madden, who wasthe 112 pound
statechampionlast seasonandthe
103 pound championhisfreshman
season. Lance Roereturnsfor his
junior season after placing fourth
at 135 poundsl ast seasonandfifth
his freshman season. The third
junior state medalist is Luke
Pfannenstiel, who placed fifth at
112 pounds his freshman season.
Lukehadtositoutlast seasonwith
aninjury.

Two sophomores won state
medals last season as freshmen.
Kent Mann placed fifth at 103
poundsand Nathan Broeckelman
was the state runner-up at 119
pounds.

Madden had a 31-1 record last
season and Sprigg was 29-4. Roe
was 31-7 last season, Mann was
20-9andBroeckelmanwas26-11.
Pfannenstiel was 2-2 before his
season-ending injury.

Junior Jeremy Harding is the
other returning starter from last
season. Hewrestled at 145 pounds
and compiled a14-16 record.

The other returning lettermen
are junior Jon Harding, 125
pounds, 24-4 record and sopho-
more Logan Keiswetter, 103
pounds, 15-8 record.

Other team members and their
tentativeweight classesareK orey
L ook, 160; Paul Juenemann, 189;
Blake Hillebrand, 215, seniors;
Will Wilhite, 160; Davvid Stanley,
171; Brady Linner, 171; juniors,
Jared Bebb, 125; Michael Ward,
135; Jordan Durham, 140; Blake
VanEaton, 145; ChrisDavis, 145;
Shane Stanley, 189; ChrisKaiser,
215, sophomores, Andrew Black,
103; BryceEngelbert, 112; Travis
Ray, 112; Aaron Van DerWege,
119; Aaron Husted, 130; Austin
Brown, 125; Todd Bolt, 125; Jeff

Valley girls squad
returning five letterwinners

a 3.9 points per gameand 1.3 re-
boundsper gameaverage; and se-
nior Jayme Horacek, a5-9 guard.

Also on the team are sopho-
moresAndreal owry, 5-4; Jessica
Holmes, 5-4; and Alysia Shearer,
5-10; and freshmen Stephanie
Tubbs, 5-8; Kylenia Hager, 5-8;
Amanda Turman, 5-1; Joni Hil-
burn, 5-1; Kelsey Kinderknecht,

5-4; Amanda Hopkins, 5-6; and
Jessical argent, 5-8.

JessicaKing, HopeHansenand
JessicaWenzl aretheteam’sman-
agers. Assistant coach is Debbie
Field.

Coach Lowry said thetoughest
contender thisyear will beEastern
Heights. Logan and Western
Plainswill al'so bestrong, hesaid.

* district games

Northern Valley Basketball

Friday, Dec. 3— Atwood, Almena, 4 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 4 — Golden Plains, Rexford, 4 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 10— Hill City, there, 5p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 14 — Smith Center, there, 4 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 17— Bertrand (Neb.), there, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 21 — Brewster, Almena, 4 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 3— Cambridge (Neb.) Tournament., 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 7— Western Plains*, Ransom, 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 14 — Palco*, Almena, 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 15— Southern Valley (Neb.), Almena, 3 p.m.
Mon.-Sat., Jan. 17-22— L eague Tournament, Phillipsburg, TBA
Tuesday, Jan. 25— Osborne, Almena, 4 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 28— Logan*, there, 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 1— Alma, Almena, 4 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 4 — Eastern Heights, Agra, 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 8— Arapahoe, Neb., Almena, 3:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 18 — Kensington*, there, 4:30 p.m.

All-league teams announced

Northern Valley High School
and Logan High School had sev-
eral of their football andvolleyball
playerson the Cheyenne Confer-
enceAll-Leagueteams.

Football

Ontheall-leaguefootball team
were:

Offense — Joey Copper, quar-
terback, Northern Valley; Jesse
Hilburn, running back, Northern
Valley; Thomas Ostmeyer, end,
Northern  Valley; Cole
Kinderknecht, lineman, Northern
Valley; LonnieWoods, honorable
mention, lineman, Logan.

Defense—Kinderknecht, line-
man, Northern Valley; Clarke
Nelson, linebacker, NorthernVal-
ley; Wesdley Riley, honorablemen-
tion, linebacker, Logan; Avery
Thalheim, linebacker, Northern
Valley; Ostmeyer, defensiveback,

Northern Valley.

Others on the team were: of-
fense: running backs — Austin
Panter, Rodney Landis; ends —
Grant Levin, Buzz Rice (honor-
able mention), Donald Lowe
(honorablemention); linemen—
Mark Belisle, Jason Sales, Bran-
donHamel (honorablemention);
punter — Shay Simoneau; kicker
— Butch Hamel; defense: line-
men — Sales, Belisle, Kyle
Bienhoff (honorable mention),
Joe Wyrill (honorable mention);
Matt Mann (honorablemention),
Dylan Gross (honorable men-
tion); linebackers — Panter,
Bryce Trumpp, David Keuhn
(honorable mention); defensive
backs— Rodney Landis, Dustin
Bain (honorable mention).

Volleyball
On the all-league volleyball

teamwere:

First Team— Lindsey Graham,
Northern Valley; Kristin Hardy,
Northern Valley; Lanee Webb,
L ogan.

Second Team — Jenny Noel,
Logan; VanessaVanDiest, Logan.

Honorable Mention — Kelli
Cole.

Others on the team were: first
team — Ashley Kraft, Western
Plains, KendraMatteson, Eastern
Heights; Jill Weeks, Western
Plains, secondteam—Amy Flax,
Western Plains; Bailey Gehring,
Palco; Nicole Haskett, Eastern
Heights; JoAnn Yoxall,
Kensington; honorable mention
— Claire Cole, Kensington;
Baylee Lehmann, Kensington;
Alison Mishler, Western Plains;
Melissa Nonamaker,
Kensington.
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Nortonjunior Clay Madden, atwo-time state champion, completes a take-down while

wrestling with freshman Todd Bolt during team practice on Monday. Fans are in-
vited to tonight’s ranking matches in the junior high gym which begin at 6:30 p.m.
Admission isone non-perishable food item for God’s Pantry. —Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Soderlund, 135; Clay McMullen,
140; Brian Sproul, 152; Zach
Mannel, 215; Ben Rojas, 275,
freshmen.

“We graduate nine seniorswho
held down many weight classes
for several years,” said Coach
Johnson “We have many holesto
fill and we might haveto rely on
somefreshmentofill al thespots.
Wehavesevera quality freshmen,
however, they must prove them-
selvesat the high school level.

“Our strength will bethelower
weights. Five of our six returning
state medalists were from 135
pounds down last season. We ex-
pect to have some great battlesin
our challengematchestomakethe
team in the lower weights. It is
highly possible that a returning
statemedalist could beonour jun-
ior varsity team.

“On the other hand, our weak-
nessisintheupper weights. From
160 pounds to 215 pounds, we
were hit very hard by graduation.
Wewill have new, untested wres-
tlersintheseweights, whichcould
make dual s exciting.

“But, we will still have ‘the
closer’ at heavyweight. Michael
Sprigg returnsfor his senior year
and it is aways nice to end tour-
namentsand dual swithMichael.”

Mid-Continent L eague

Coach Johnson predictsthefol-
lowing Mid-Continent League
finish without including the Blue
Jays. Smith Center, Phillipsburg,
Plainville, Ellis, Trego, Osborne,
Stockton, Hill City.

University, 9am.

Norton Wrestling

Saturday, Dec. 4 - Junior varsity at AlmaTournament, 10 a.m.
Saturday, Dec.4 - Varsity at Hoxie Invitational, 8:30 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 10-JV at S. Valley Oxford, Neb., 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11 - Varsity at Clay Center Invitational, 9:30a.m.
Friday, Dec. 17 - P-burg/Stockton dual, Phillipsburg, 5 p.m.
Saturday, Dec.18 - Goodland Holiday Classic, 9 am.
Saturday, Jan. 8 - Jake Durham Invitational, Norton, 10 am.
Thursday, Jan. 13 - Smith Center/Trego dual, Norton, 6 p.m.
Friday/Sat., Jan. 14-15- Newton Tourn. of Champions, 11a.m.
Friday, Jan. 14 -JV at EIm Creek Invitational, 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 25 - Hays/Kearney, Neb. dual, Hays,4 p.m.
Saturday., Jan. 29 - L eague tournament, WaK eeney, 10 am.
Friday, Feb. 4 - Plainville/Ellisdudl, Ellis, 5 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 5- Panther Classic (V& JV), Phillipsburg, 9a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 10 - Hill City/Osbornedual, Hill City, 5p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 12 - Colby Junior Varsity Tournament, 9 am.
Friday/Sat., Feb. 18-19 - Regional Tournament, TBA, 1 p.m.
Friday/Saturday, Feb. 25-26 - State Tournament, Fort Hays State

“St. Francisand Oakley should
make some noise this year at the
state tournament,” he said.

Assisting this season with his
coaching duties will be assistant
coaches Deyton Hager and Doug
Ray. Student managers are Kelli
Johnson, Claudia Lacy, seniors;
Kayla Douglas, Alexi Wolf, jun-
iors; Jessica Sprigg, sophomore.

Coach Johnsonisagraduate of
Flinthills High School, Rosalia.
Hegraduatedfrom Fort HaysState
Collegewithabachelor of science
inhealthand human performance.
Hismaj or wasphysical education.

Asawrestler at Fort Hays, he
wontheNAIA national champion-
ship at 118 poundsin 1987, was

runnerup in 1986 and 1989 and
placed fourthin 1988. Hewas an
NAIA Wrestling Academic All-
Americanin 1988 and 1989.

Hewaschosenthe Outstanding
Senior MaleAthlete at Fort Hays
in1989. Hea soplacedtenthinthe
wrestling Olympictrialsat 114.5
poundsin 1988.

Coach Johnsonwasinductedin
the fall of 1999 into the Tiger
SportsHall of Fame at Fort Hays
State. He was also inducted intc
the National Association of I nter-
collegiateAthleticsHall of Fame.

Hehasa107-34dual record (73
percent) at Norton and a carreer
record of 113-52.
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