Kansas voters
tell the legisiature
what they want

What did Kansas voters tell the boys, and girls, in Topeka?
For the most part, we think, they seem pretty happy with the

way things are going in this state.

Except for our neighbors to the east, where the Republicans lost
a Senate seat when a cute redistricting ploy backfired, incum-

bents faired well.

So the message, first of all, seems to be, “stay the course.”

Most major changes came in the primaries, when a couple of
liberal Republicans were beaten by conservative challengers.
Conservative groups put thousands of dollars into some races,

and they had some successes.

If there was any message, it was not a pro-growth, raise-taxes

message.

There was no demand for a tax increase, for schools or other
state programs. It was anti-tax conservative Republicans who
made the gains. Democrats and liberals in the GOP lost ground.

The Republican leadership did not fare well in a well-financed
drive to unseat young Josh Svaty, a Democrat who took a House
seat south of Salina two years ago. Their guy lost badly after a
sometimes contentious race marked by dirty tricks.

As the state’s economy gains steam, there will be a blizzard of
requests for more money from nearly every state program. From
social services to schools, highways and law enforcement, there is
tremendous pent-up demand for more money.

While state income is on the rise again, and exceeding official
estimates, there isn’t nearly enough to go around.

Schools will continue to get priority for money, but colleges and
other agencies are positioning themselves with hands out.

Everyone has legitimate needs. Every agency has a lobby to
support it. Every program thinks it should get the spare change.

It will be along spring as legislators try to sort through the
requests and demands. No one knows what the courts will do
with a lawsuit over school finance. A district judge estimated that
the state should put another $1 billion into the school budget,
but of course, had no suggestions as to where to get the money.

It ought to be clear that the taxpayers whose pockets would be
tapped are in no mood to pay. If anyone — school supporters, the
judge, school boards or superintendents — thinks otherwise, it’d
be interesting to put the issue to a statewide vote.

That’s not how Kansas works, though. The voters have already
spoken, and our guess is their voice will be heard. There’ll be no
massive tax increase next year, and state programs will have to
fight over the scraps that fall to the budget room floor.

We will survive, and so will most state programs.

— Steve Haynes

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Alittle caring seems to go along way

TotheEditor,

| want to express my appreciation for
therefreshmentsserved usveteransafter
the parade. It warmsonelikeabighugto
know someonecaresenoughto do some-
thing like that. This is what makes

Americagreat—whenwelovea mighty

God and our neighbors. I'm sure every-

oneyouservedwouldagreewithmewhen
| say thanks, again.

Don and NormaWegener

Norton

Vieteran appreciates \World War [l tribute

TotheEditor:

Congratul ationsand thanksfor thepub-
lishing of the tribute to us World War 11
veterans. Itwasajobwell done. Infact, it
was one of the best tributes | remember
receiving.

Also, thereceptioninour honor follow-
ing the parade was greatly appreciated.
Thanksand God Bless each of you.

Eugene Wiltfong
Norton

THE NORTO

TELEG

ISSN 1063-701X

GRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

N

2158S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF
Published each Wednesday and Friday by Cynth,la Hayngs """"""" editor and publisher
Haynes Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave., ~ VeronicaMonier ...................... staff reporter
Norton, Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage  DickBOyd .........ccccovvvvvicinnne. Blue Jay sports
pa'goasttm;ttgp sﬁr& gfg;‘s- changestoNorton Carolyn Plotts ..............cccovenee. society editor
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 Sherry HIckman ........c............. circulation
Official newspaper of Norton and Norton Cgrc_)l Erlenbusch ............c..... advertising rep.
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-  Vicki Henderson .......... computer production
tion, National Newspaper Association, andthe  Sysie Marble ............... computer production
Nebraska Press Association Sonya Montgomery ................. bookkeeping
Nor’West Newspapers
Dickand MaryBethBoyd — agge—® A H S 4 g~ _ ...
Publishers, 1970-2002 NINL2Z

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

& _—cP

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

THE N

TELEC
=

ORTON

GRAM

l'l'l

TUESDAY, November 16, 2004

PAGE 4

BOY! wave WE Got
A BUNCH OF
PALESTINIAN

50ICIDE POMBERS
DYING TO
5ee YOU AGAIN!

lt'sa great day fora potluck dinner

to Feed Y our Husband, Indefinitely,
at Potluck Dinners’.

Starting Tuesday night of last week, we
ate potluck dinners, or the remains
thereof, every day for six days. Tuesday,
our singing group performed for alocal
senior citizens group. All the members
brought adish for the potluck meal, and
they invited our grouptojointhem, which
wegladly did.

Wednesday night was my annual Lib-
erty Star Thanksgivingmeal at Lyle, and
we feasted on turkey and dressing,
mashed potatoes and gravy and all the
fixin's. Dueto the bad roads, attendance
waslow, sowehad plenty of |eftoversfor
Thursday. We don’t get home until late
Friday nights, so leftover saladswereall
wewanted.

Saturday night was the Pheasant
Hunter’ sSupper at thechurchinourlittle
town. Theladiesof thecommunity fixed
turkey, ham loaf, smothered steak and
ham.

Sunday found Jimfillingthepulpitina
neighboring town. Guesswhat? Another

I shouldwriteabook. I’ Il call it,“How

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

potluck. “Could we stay to eat with
them?’ the congregation asked. Could
we?Y ou bet wecould. Itwasanother tur-
key dinner, with everything cooked and
served to perfection. We ate so much for
dinner, wedidn’t need anything el sethat
night.

It's like an addiction, though. Every-
thing is so good, you can’t get enough.
Brookville Cornisoneof my favorites. |
wasabletoeat itevery day for fivedays.
And | want more.

But, after checkingthecalendar for this
week, it looks like we might be going
through withdrawal for afew days. Nary
apotluck dinnerinsight. Jimwill haveto
settlefor plain old homecookin’ tonight.

It sagood thing helikestacos.
—ob—

Wednesday night we went to Lylefor
dinner (see above), and plowed mud all
theway. It had rained all day and by the
time we were leaving town, snow was
mixing with the rain drops. About two
miles north of town, on aless-than-per-
fect graveled road, Jim was all for turn-
ingaround. Hesaid, “I’ mfearless, andthis
hasgot me scared.”

“Wecan'tgohome,” | pleaded. “| have
therollsand cranberry salad.”

Our friendV edawasridingwithus. She
said, “Whenever | have to drive on bad
roads, | doalot of talkin’ totheLord.”

I’m glad she had adirect pipeline. We
madeittoLyle, hadagreat timeandwhen
everyone was ready to leave, Roger and
Angiesaid they would follow us back to
the highway intheir four-wheel drive. It
took about 45 minutestodrivethosenine
miles, slinging mud all theway.

Thenextmorningwhen| wenttoleave
forwork, my poor car lookedliketheloser
inan off-road mudrally. It took four dol-
larsatthecar washjusttotell it waswhite.

Family stress can be a lot to deal with

heviewsexpressed herearethose

of theindividual writer and should

not be considered a replacement
for seeking professional help.

Dear PlainSense: My elderly mother
livesalone, and | amtheonly family mem-
ber close enough to care for her, which
takesalot of my time. Then | don’t seem
to have enough time at home when my
husband and children need me. | feel
caughtinthemiddle, and verytired. What
canl do?

Worn Out

Dear Worn Out:

The “sandwich generation” isaterm
frequently usedto describepeopleinyour
situation. They often feel overwhelmed
tryingtorespondtotheneedsof their fam-
ily, including children, and the demands
of their aging parents. They experiencea
lot of stresstrying to juggle everything
that needs to be done. And they usually

High Plains
Mental Health

Cora Lee Pfannenstiel

sacrificetheir personal time for the sake
of everyoneelse.

The stress of taking responsibility for
aging parents, alongwithone’ sownfam-
ily and children can causeapersontofeel
likethey arebeing “ pulled apart”.

Often the children don’t get the atten-
tionand nurturingthey need, andthemar-
riage can become strained. Meanwhile,
the elderly parent may be unhappy be-
cause they are aware of their increased
demands, or they, too, may feel neglected
and become overly demanding.

Asaresult of peoplelivinglonger, there

is aready a significant increase in the
number of four, and evenfive, generation
families. Thus, asour society ages, andthe
elderly population increases, the “sand-
wich generation” will alsoincrease.

Good communication within the fam-
ily isvital, and it isimportant to ask for
help from your husband and children.
Find out about assistance from other
sourcesaswell, including social service
agenciesand aging servicessuch asyour
local areaagency onaging.

It is also important for the sandwich
generation to take good care of them-
selves.

Practice effective stress management;
eat healthy and get plenty of exercise.
Don't put everythinginyour lifeon hold.
You will feel better both physically and
emotionally, and thus be able to better
deal with those extra demands of parent
and family.

LETTER TO THEEDITOR:
Norton man angry about content of city council story

TotheEditor:

| attended the Norton City Council
meeting to present to the city council the
EMC Insurance Co.’ ssafety dividend in
the amount of $5,084.61. | would liketo
point out how poorly your article was
written. Y ou did not point out who “He”
was or why the check was being pre-

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

sented. Had your reporter listened to
Nortonradio KQNK shewould havegot-
tenthefull story.

For your informationtheBoxler Insur-
ance Agency also presented insurance
saving dividendsto thecitiesof Almena,
Norcatur, Brewster, Herndon and
Winona.

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

Do not be surprised if the subscription
of Jon and Bonnie Boxler expires anc
whenyour salesrepresentativecomesby
and does not receive an order for an ad-
vertisement.

Yourstruly,
JonBoxler

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.



