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Blue Jays end season

Saturday with 217 loss| 3¢

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bruce Graber’s Norton
Community High School football
team traveled to Southeast of Sa
line on Saturday for a Regional
football gameand suffereda21-7
|ossthat ended the Blue Jay season
withan 8-3recordanddistrictand
bi-district championships.

The Blue Jays lost two of their
first three games to state-ranked
Oakley and Smith Center, whoare
still in the playoffs, then put to-
gether a seven-game winning
streak beforelosing on Saturday.

For the first time this season,
Nortonwasunabletorunthefoot-
ball andtheBlue Jayswereforced
to go to the passing game. The
Norton defense was as stingy as
normal against the run, allowing
an average of only 2.6 yards per
carry by theTrojans, but the Blue
Jayswereunabl eto stop Southeast
of Saline’spassing gameuntil the
second half.

Meanwhile, the Trojans scored
three times on pass playsin the
first half totakea21-7 lead at in-
termission. Neither teamwasable
to scorein the second half.

Although Norton stopped the
Trojans in the second half, three
passinterceptionsby Southeast of
Salineand adrive-ending Norton
fumble on the Trojan 11 kept the
Blue Jaysout of theend zone.

Southeast of Saline scored the
first threetimesthey had the ball.
Their first touchdown came on a
26-yard pass from quarterback
Justin Schropp to Austin Barnes
onfourthdownwith7:291eft. The
extra point kick hit one of their
linemenintheback andthey led 6-
0. A pass interference penalty
against Norton allowed them to
keep their drive going.

The Trojans scored the second
time they had the pigskin on a
seven-yard pass to Bryson Flax
with |:I5 left in the first quarter.
Justin Dupes ran for two points
and their lead was 14-0.

On the Trojans' third posses-
sion, Schropp passed 14 yards to

Joe Rollins for their third touch-
down. Garett Mugler kicked the
extrapoint and Southeast of Saline
held a 21-0 advantage with 8:31
leftinthefirst half.

Norton’s defense held South-
east of Salinetothree-and-out the
next time they got the ball and
stopped a Trojan drive on the
Norton42ontheir fifthpossession
of thefirst half. Norton quarter-
back Seth Mills passed to wide
receiver Clay Maddenandhecar-
riedtheball totheTrojan44.Aface
mask penaty movedthepigskinto
the 39. Mills passed to tailback
Aaron Overlease for anine-yard
gain to the 30. A Mills pass fell
incomplete with 37 seconds re-
maining inthehalf. After another
incomplete Millspass, he handed
the ball to Overlease and he
plungedfor afirst downonthe26.
After another incomplete pass,
Millsconnectedwithsplitend Jus-
tin Shirk running down the far
sideline for a perfect touchdown
pass. William Wilhite split the
uprightsfor the extra point and it
was 21-7 with 11.5 seconds re-
maining inthefirst half.

Overleasegained 17 onsix car-
ries; Kats had 10 yards on two
tries. Roe gained 1 on one carry
and Mills was minus 26 on eight
carries.

Shirk wasleading passreceiver
for Norton with 3 catches for 71
yards. Maddenhad 2for 18yards;
Overlease, 1for 9; Broeckelman,
1 for 7; and Kats, 1 for minus 2.

Pfannenstiel had 3 kickoff re-
turns for 28 yards and VanEaton
had | for 21. Kats returned two
puntsfor 33. Spriggaveraged40.5
ontwo kickoffs.

Schropp gained just 11 on 26
carries and Myers picked up 60
yardson 12 carries. Myersgained
29yardsononeplay.

“Our problem was with our of-
fense,” said Coach Graber. “We
couldn’t block them or executeour
passinggame. Nomeatter what level
you're playing at, you have to be
abletoruntheball tobesuccessful.

It was frustrating trying to find a
way to movetheball. Wetried the
option, trap and alot of thingsand
couldn’tmovethemoutfar enough
to haveacreasetorunin.

“Once we went to the passing
game, we dropped too many
passes and missed some open re-
ceivers. Defensively, westruggled
early because we were so bad of -
fensively. We played really well
and hard defensively and shut
them out after they put 21 points
on the board.

“Itwasavery physical gameand
we took the brunt of some blows
at times. They played extremely
physical on defense. We tried to
play physical aswell. Welost Paul
Juenemann with a concussion in
the second quarter. We lost
Pfannenstiel and Kats for awhile
and Maddy had abeat up arm. We
had so many injuriesthat guyslike
Matt Engel, Mark Scheetz and
Austin Brooksplayedalot for us.
They made tackles and hits for
losses. They’ vebeeninbeforebut
it hasalwaysbeenwhenthegame
has already been decided. It was
difficultforthemtoplayinagame
likethisthatwassophysical. | was
impressed with the way they
played. After Paul went out, Heath
Vincent hadtoplay al thetimeon
offense in addition to his regular
defensive position.”

Southeast of Salineis coached
by Pat Haxton, aNorton Commu-
nity High School graduate who
was also an outstanding lineman
fortheBlueJaysinhisprepcareer.
The Trojans are 11-0 and unde-
feated for thefirst time in school
history. They will play at Garden
Plain(10-1) on Friday for the Sec-
tional championship.

Phillipsburg (9-2) defeated
Hesston 35-20 on Saturday for the
Regiona championship and will
host Conway Springs (11-0) on
Friday.

InClass 2A, Smith Center (11-
0) rolled over Solomon 78-0,
Oakley (10-1) defeated Sublette
49-6, Hoxielost to Claflin (11-0)

L

Norton linebacker Blake VanEaton, No. 20, and several of his Blue Jay teammates
smother Southeast of Saline quarterback Justin Schropp, No. 12, for no gain during
the Regional playoff game on Saturday.

31-14and St. Francis(8-3) beatLa
Crosse 58-14. On Friday, St.
Franciswill play at Smith Center
and Oakley will play at Claflin.
“Pat hasdoneagoodjobwithhis
players,” said Coach Graber.
“They play hard and physical.
Their quarterback isan outstand-
ing athlete. He getsrid of the ball
quickly and throws to the right
guy. They should give Garden
Plain abattle.
“Ourlosswouldbeeasier todea
withif | had come away thinking
that we played well but I’m ex-
tremely proud of thisteam. When
wewerel-2, beinginthisposition
seemed to bearemote possibility.
We really struggled early in all
phases of the game but we devel -
oped into an awfully good team
that went out every Friday night
and took on challenges. We

couldn’t haveasked moreof them.

“Thiswasn't ateam capabl e of
blowingout teams; itwasgoingto
be a dogfight every game. We
weren'tthat explosive. Goinginto
theseason, weknew itwouldbea
struggle with so many graduates
off our team. Welost al ot of talent
and had alot of holestofill. Even
teams with less than we had,
thought they saw a chink in our
armor and thought they might
have achanceto beat Norton.

“It'sbeen very rewarding to be
around this group of young men.
I’m proud of what they accom-
plished. Our coacheshavedonean
unbelievable job. They kept be-
lievinginthemand kept coaching
and teaching them every week on
thepracticefield. Our successwas
due to our coaches and the effort
our playersgaveus.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

“We as the coaching staff saw
the growth and maturity of our
players asleadersand teammates.
Even juniorsand seniors became
better |eaders. Wejust matured as
athletesand people.”

Seniors on this year’s team
wereJason Green, KyleKats, Seth
Mills, Aaron Overlease, Lucas
Wiseman, Paul Juenemann, Blake
Hillebrand, Michael Sprigg, Jus-

tin Shirk and Ryan Maddy.
GAME STATISTICS

Norton Southeast of Sa-
line

5 First Downs 15
17-0  YardsRushing 49-126
107 YardsPassing 118
107 Total Yards 244
8-23-3 PassesCompl. 10-20-0
1-2 Fumbles Lost 0-2
8-70 Penalties 5-36
7-33 Punts 5-27

Norton takes loss from Southeast of Saline In playoff game

By DICK BOYD

The Blue Jays received the
opening kickoff in Norton’s 21-7
Class 3A Regional football play-
off loss at Southeast of Saline on
Saturday.

Luke Pfannenstiel returned the
kickoff to the 18. Quarterback
Seth Millsranthekeeper but only
made a yard, then ran again and
lost three. A third down pass by
Mills was incomplete and Chris
Davis punted.

Blake VanEaton tackled the
punt receiver onthe Southeast 38.
I1legal procedurecost the Trojans
five. Quarterback Justin Schropp
rantheball and defensiveend Paul
Juenemanntackled himfor aone-
yard loss. A Schropp passwasin-
compl ete but Norton wasflagged
for pass interference on athird-
down passandthebal | wasmoved
to the Norton 42. Running back
Matt Myersrantothe36for afirst
down as defensive tackle Blake
Hillebrand nailed him.

Schropp made just one before
defensive tackle Michael Sprigg
andlinebacker VanEatonmadethe
stop. Schropp ran right, then
passed back to Myers for afirst
down on the Norton 19. On the
next play, Hillebrand broke
through the line to sack Schropp
back on the 26. Schropp passed
incomplete, then Norton's Kyle
Kats knocked down another
Schropp aerial. On fourth down,
Schropp passed completeto Aus-
tin Barnes for a touchdown. The
kick for the extrapoint hit aTro-
janlinemanintheback and South-
east led 6-0 with 7:29 left in the
first quarter.

VanEaton returned the kickoff
totheNorton 36. Katswasinjured
when he knocked down the pass
on the Trojans' touchdown drive
and Lance Roe replaced him at
fullback. Roe carried the ball for
oneyard. A Millspassfell incom-
plete, thenMillsranthekeeper for
six tothe43 but it wasnot enough
for afirst down and Davis punted
again.

Justin Shirk madeagoodtackle

tostopthereceiverinhistrackson
the Southeast 34. Schropp found
running room for afirst down on
the 44 then Myers broke several
tackles as he ran for afirst down
on the Blue Jay 27 where line-
backer Roetackled him.

Schropp ran for three and Kats
and Roemadethetackle. Schropp
gained two more before Davvid
Stanley and VanEaton combined
for the tackle. An encroachment
penalty cost Norton five and
Schropp ran to the 15-yard line
where VanEaton and Shirk made
the tackle. Myers bulled to the 9
before linebacker Aaron Over-
leasetackled him. Schroppcarried
theball twiceand barely picked up
afirst down on the 5. Myerswas
tackled by VanEaton for alosson
the7 but Schropp passedtoBryson
FaxfortheTrojans secondtouch-
down with 1:15 left in the first.
Justin Dupes ran for two and
Southeast led 14-0.

Pfannenstiel returned the kick-
off to the Norton 31. Norton was
flagged for illegal procedure and
lost five, then Mills was sacked,
fumbled and Juenemann fell on
theball for Nortonback onthe14.
Overlease gained four to the 18
andthefirst quarter cametoaclose
withthevisitingBlueJaystrailing
14-0.

Second quarter

Davis punted and Davvid
Stanley tackled Nick Hardesty on
the Norton 37. Schropp passed to
JustinDupesfor afirstdownonthe
24.TheBlueJay defensestiffened
as Shirk and Maddy tackled
Schropp for no gain, then Maddy
and VanEaton also held himtono
gain. Schropp passed to Joe
Rollins and Pfannenstiel tackled
him on the 18. It was fourth and
four for the Trojans and Schropp
camethroughforthemwithapass
to Rollins for afirst down by
inchesontheNorton 14 yardline.
Michael SpriggtackledMyersfor
no gain but Schropp passed to
Rollins on second down for a
touchdown. Garett Mugler kicked
the extra point and Southeast led

21-0with8:31leftinthefirst half.

Pfannenstiel returned the kick-
off tothe31. Katsgained oneyard,
Overleaseran for two moreand a
Millspassfell incomplete. Davis
punted and Hardesty returned the
ball tothe Southeast 49. Myersran
for four yards before VanEaton
and Sprigg tackled him. Schropp
passedtoRollinsand Pfannenstiel
tackled himafter athreeyardgain.
Schropp dropped back to pass
again but this time Shirk and
Hillebrand sacked him and the
Trojanswereforced to punt.

Kats returned the punt to the
Norton 45. Mills passed to Clay
Maddenforfouryardsbut losttwo
yards on second down. Mills
passedtoK atsintheflat but hewas
tackled for atwoyardloss. Davis
punted and theball rolled dead on
theSoutheast 20yardline. Norton
had the Trojans pinned deep in
their own territory but, two plays
|ater, they were on the Norton 34.
Myers ran for eight yards, then
Rollins made a diving catch of a
SchropppassontheNorton49and
al5yardpassinterferencepenalty
against Nortonmovedthepigskin
tothe 34.

The Norton defense stiffened
once again, however, as Kats
knocked down a Schropp pass,
another pass wasincomplete and
Katsknocked down another pass.
Onfourthdown, VanEaton sacked
Schropp onthe Norton 42 and the
Blue Jaystook over possession of
thepigskin. Mills passed to M ad-
denand headvancedtheball tothe
Southeast 44. TheTrojan defender
inadvertently grabbed his face
mask sotheball wasmovedtothe
39. Mills passed to Overleasefor
anineyardgaintothe30.A Mills
pass fell incomplete with 37 sec-
ondsleftinthehalf. Another pass
wasincomplete, making it fourth
andone. Overleaseplungedforthe
first down onthe 26. A first down
pass was incomplete but Mills
connected with Shirk on the far
sideline around the 5 and he ran
through two potential tacklersfor
the touchdown. William Wil hite

kicked the extra point and
Southeast’s lead had been cut to
21-7with 11.5 secondsleft in the
half.

Sprigg squib kicked the ball to
theSoutheast 27 wherethey fell on
it asthe first half ended with
Nortontrailing 21-7.

Third quarter

Bryson Flax returned Sprigg's
kickoff to the 24 where VVanEaton
tackled him. Schroppcompleteda
passtoRollinsfor six yardsbut, on
second down, he was mobbed by
awholehost of Nortonplayersfor
atwoyardloss. Onthirddown, the
Norton defenders came charging
through the line to drop Schropp
back on his 15. Southeast punted
and the ball rolled dead on the
Norton 36.

Overlease took a pitch from
Mills but could only gain two
yards. Mills went to the air, his
passwas batted by adefender, in-
tercepted by James Hemphill and
returned to the Norton 42. Myers
gained four yardsbut illegal pro-
cedurecost theTrojansfiveyards.
Schropp ran a keeper to the 34,
then ran for two moreyardsbut a
holding penalty moved the ball
back tothe44. Encroachment cost
Nortonfiveyards. Myersplowed
ahead for three yards before Roe
tackled him. On fourth down,
Scropp ran the keeper and picked
upafirstdown by afoot onthe32.

Myers plunged to the 26 but
Jmmy McDowell gained nothing
and Schropp gained nothing. A
fourth down pass was broken up
by Pfannenstiel and the Norton
defense had held. Unfortunately,
the Norton offense could not re-
spond. Overlease lost two yards
andMillsranakeeper fornogain.
Pfannenstiel replaced Mills and
his pass fell incomplete. Davis
punted out of boundsonthe South-
east 43.

Myers carried the ball for the
Trojans but Hillebrand tackled
him for no gain. A Schropp pass
wasincompl eteandahol ding pen-
alty on Southeast moved the ball
back to the 33. Austin Brooks

sacked Schropp for aloss, apass
was incomplete and the Trojans
punted. Kats returned the ball to
the Norton 46.

A Mills pass fell incomplete,
then a Mills pass bounced off an
intended receiver and into the
waitingarmsof McDowell onthe
Norton 49. Dupes gained three
yards, thenranfor afirst downon
the Norton 33 asthethird quarter
came to a close with Southeast
leading 21-7.

Fourth quarter

Dupesgainedfivemoreyardsto
the 28 and Myers plunged to the
24. Dupes got the call again but
wasstacked upfornogain. It was
fourth down and inches for the
Trojans. Dupeswascalledontotry
and penetratetheBlue Jay defense
for afirst downbut hewasstopped
againfor nogain and Norton took
over possession of the pigskin
with9:51eftinthegame. AMills
passfell incompleteandaholding
penalty cost the Blue Jays 10
yards. Millsgained nothing, then
passedtoNathan Broeckelmanon
the 25. A third down passfell in-
complete, however, and Davis
puntedagain. Theball rolled dead
on the Southeast 38.

Schroppgained oneyard before
Roe tackled him. A passwasin-
complete, then Schropp waslim-
ited to one more yard. Southeast
punted and theball rolled dead on
the Norton 39. Mills was sacked
on the 27 and a pass fell incom-
plete. On third down, Mills com-

pletedapassto Shirk and herantc
the Norton 48. On fourth down,
Overlease found running room
and picked up afirst down onthe
Southeast 45. Mills completed &
passto Shirk for afirstdownonthe
20 and Norton a appeared to be
driving for another touchdown
with 5:08 | eft in the contest.

Kats took a handoff and ran
around right end. He was picking
up good yardage when he was hit
andfumbled and Southeast recov-
eredonthellyardline. Dupesgot
loose around right end for afirst
downonthe24. Myersgainedtwa
yards before Hillebrand dropped
himtotheturf. Dupesgot thecall
again and Sprigg and Shirk com:-
bined to tackle him for no gain.

Schropp ran a keeper up the
middleto the 30 and it wasthree-
and-outfortheTrojans. Their punt
was returned by Pfannenstiel to
theSoutheast 48with 2:361€eft. On
firstdown, aMillspasswasinter-
cepted by Barnesand hewastack-
led ontheTrojan 30. Schropplost
threeyards, Myersgainedfour and
Schropp gained four.

On fourth down, Norton de-
fenders made a great effort to
block the punt andwerepenalized
for roughing the kicker. The 15-
yard penalty moved the ball to
midfieldand gave Southeast afirst
down.

Schropp took a knee and the
gameand seasonwereover, much
to the dismay of the Norton team,
coachesand fans.

Hey NW Kansas Cable Customers!
DISH NETWORK HASYOUR LOCAL CHANNELS!

ABC CBS NBC FOX WB

SWITCH TODAY AND GET OVER
60 OF AMERICA'SFAVORITE CHANNELS
PLUSYOUR LOCAL WEATHER, NEWSAND SPORTS!
WITH FREE INSTALLATION

ONLY $29.99/MONTH

CALL 1-866-SKY-EYES for details

All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice.
Call Decision Weather, Inc. for details (785) 626-8066.

UPN PBS




