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Sheremembershel ping set uptwotemporary
hospital swhenammunition ships, ready tosail,
exploded leaving 322
dead and many
wounded. There were
also five boys she had
trained to be surgical
technicianskilledby a

Japanese suicide
plane.
However, there

were good times, too.
Likeworkingnightsin
thematernity wardand
playing basketball for
the navy team.

Her final stops dur-
ingthewar wereat ahospital in Farragut, | daho,
andtheNorth Island Air stationin San Diego.

Her uniforms are on display at the Kansas
StateHistorical Museumalongwith ahistory of
her service.

Ms. Carr later served in the Korean War. In
between her tours of duty, she got adegreein
anesthesia at the University of Minnesota and
learnedtofly. After 54 yearsasanurse, shewent
back toschool and got degreesinarcheol ogy and
anthropology.

She hasvisited al seven continents, includ-
ing atrip to Antarcticawhen shewas 80.

Lyman David

When he went into basic training in August
of 1945, 6thDivisionInfantrymanLymanDavid
wasmarried with achild ontheway.

“1f we hadn’t fought that war, we would’ve
been under adictatorship,” hesaid. “1 wasrar-
ingtogo.”

Hesadwhenhewas
drafted, hewaswilling
to go and would have
gonesooner, but hisfa-
ther had gotten hurt
and so he had to stay
homeand help.

His senior year in
highschool, hewentto
Denver because he
thought he wanted to
work in a defense
plant. After he came
back, he married his wife, Myrna, in 1944,
helped hisdad, got drafted and | eft in August.

Overseas, he served in Korea, where they
wereapoliceforceand built barracks.

Maxine Carr
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Lyman David

“There wasn't any real fighting,” he said.
“The Japs had pretty much already left.”

Private. Davidwasdischargedin Sept. 1946.

“l enjoyedit,” hesaid, “but | wouldn’'t want
todoitagan.”

Hishomecoming, hesaid, wasterrific, espe-
cially seeing hisdaughter, who hehad only seen
once.

“| saw her when she was 4 months old at
Christmas,” hesaid. “ Shewasayear oldwhenl
got out. Shewasbornwhilel wasstill intrain-
ing.”

Lifewasdifferentthen, hesaid. Soldierswere
treated well. If they wanted to hitchhike, they
had aride within five minutes. Everybody, he
said, treated them terrific.

Hesaid heprobably didn’t think much about
Pearl Harbor back then and didn’t realize how
bad it was until acouple of years ago when he
went there.

“Itwasaterribleday,” hesaid. “No onewas
ready forit.”

When he was discharged, he said, he had a
wife, akid and $300, which was his mustering
out pay.

Now that heisretired, herestoresold trucks
and sellsthem all over the country.

Inthe60yearstheDavidshavebeenmarried,
they’ ve had seven children, 15 grandchildren
and 15great-grandchildren. They liveinLenora.

Carrol Hall

Staff  Sergeant
Carrol Hall servedin | 8 &
the Army from 1942- g
1946. Whenhewentto Fi -
Europe, where hewas
head of supplies. He
and hiscrew followed
thesoldiersaroundand
cooked for them.

Mr.Hall nowlivesat
Whispering Pineswith
hiswifeEvelyn.

-
Carrol Hall

Norval Hastings

When Pear| Harbor wasbombed Dec. 7, 1941,
Norval Hastingswas 27.

He wondered what kind of impact it would
have on hislife. He remembers feeling con-
cerned for the servicemenkilled inthe attack.

Hewasdriving atruck hauling dirt for adam
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Norval Hastings and his wife Berniece

projectinColoradowhentheletter came, draft-
ing himintothe Army.

Heleft Colby onMay 1,1942, andwentto Fort
Riley.

He was the first married man to be drafted
from Colby. From Fort Riley hewas shippedto
Camp Bowie, and then to Fort Benning, Ga.,
where his mechanical skills were sharpened
before being sent to New Guinea and other is-
lands of the South Pacific to keep the vehicles
running.

Fighting occurred when the Japanese came
ashore. He remembersthe foxhole being close
to hisbed and what an important part the trees
of theisland played in protection from the en-
emy.

One night the Japanese dropped a bomb, he
said. Hewasjust getting into the foxholewhen
thesecondbomb, a“ daisy cutter”, exploded. His
upper body madeit into the foxhole but shrap-
nel hit him in the lower part of the body. The
medicswereabletoremovethelargepieces, he
said, but he carries the small pieces with him
today. Hewas awarded a Purple Heart.

He enjoyed being a mechanic. The guysal-
waysfelt thevehiclewould run asbest it could

when hewas part of therepair team, hesaid.

When hewasnot being amechanic, hedrove
atruck with theanti-tank gun.

Itwasdangerousbut hedid, likesomany oth-
ers, what was expected of him.

He remembers one time his brother-in-law,
L ouisRamey, whowaswiththe 37th Engineers
Battalion, was at his base. As arecruit, Mr.
Hastings was not allowed to leave but, his
brother-in-law wanted to treat himto abeer. So
recruit Hastingsput onabraided hat andthey had
adrink together.

He said they visited long into the night and
threedayslater, hisbrother-in-law wasshipped
out.

He was discharged in Fort Logan, Colo., in
1946 and came by train to Benkelman, Neb.

Despitethefact that trooptrainswerefamous
for being late, his wife and uncle were at the
Benkelman station beforethetrainleft Denver.

Reflectingonhisservice, hesaid, “ It wasjust
something | hadtodo. | wasnot any greater than
any of the otherswho went towar.

“1 dothink thetimel spentinthe Army made
meappreciate Americamore. | never took free-
domfor granted again.”
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Merle Hawks

After Pearl Harbor got bombed, MerleHawks
didn’trealizethewarwouldlastaslongasitdid.

“1 wastill in high school when Pearl Harbor
gothit,” hesaid. “ Atthattime, | thoughtitwould
be over in aweek or
two. We didn’t think
about getting in our-
selves. We were way
too young, just fresh-
men.

“Everyone was
pretty much behind it.
Everybody pulledin,
similar to the way it
waswith 9/11. Every-
body stuck together. It
was different than it
waswith other wars.”

When hewas drafted he was 18 and had just
graduated. HewentintoserviceonAug. 5,1944
and, after basic training, was stationed on the
USS Rakin, whichwasn't large and had acrew
of about 400.

He served in the Pacific, including at Layte
Gulf, Okinawa, Japanandthe SolomonIslands,
as an engineer on the landing craft. Hewasin
the amphibious corps.

“At Okinawa we had quite a time dodging
submarines,” he said. “We also had kamikaze
coming at usall thetime. Thiswaspretty close
to when they dropped the atomic bombs.”

Hesaldtheshiphewasonwasnever directly
hit. Itwaspeltedwithal ot of scrap, but hedidn’t
think anyonewas hurt too bad.

“Combat makesyourealizehow gooditisto
bealive,” hesaid. “Wehad our share, although
wedidn’t havetoworry about thefox holeslike
thesoldiersdid.”

Mr. Hawks said there were quite afew good
times, too. He said they spent sometimeinHa-
walii, whichisabeautiful place.

When hewasdischarged on June 5, 1946, he
heldtherank of firemanfirst classand wasanx-
iousto get out.

After he got out, he married his girlfriend
Ivalee, who hadwaited for him. They weremar-
ried for 46 yearsbefore shedied.

They had four sons, two of whomarestill liv-
ing, fivegrandchildrenandfour great-grandchil-
dren.

Hehasfarmed and carried mail, and now that
he's retired he owns and operated a livestock
supply businessin Almena, where helives.

Merle Hawks

Kenneth Hays

Kenneth Hays

Kenneth Hays enlisted when he was 19 in
December of 1942.

“Thewar wason and | wanted to be a part of
it,” hesaid.

“Three of us boyswere driving around one
afternoon and wedidn’t haveanything better to
do, so we enlisted. Our parents weren't very
happy with uswhen they found out.”

Thefirst year hewasinthe Army, he had an
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officejob andworked 8am.to5p.m.

“1 thought it was apretty good way to fight a
war,” hesaid. “Then oneday, they sentinagirl
todothejoband| went totheinfantry.”

Private Haysbecameariflemaninthe 130th
Infantry Division.

He fought in the Rhineland, which iswhere
hegot hisBronze Star, and also in the southern
part of the Battle of the Bulge.

“ After theBattleof theBulge, weretreated 25
miles,” hesaid.

“Wehadjust four guysleft out of the12inour
squad andjust 18leftintheplatoon. | wasmade
the squad leader, even though | was still a Pri-
vateFirst Class.”

Mr. Hays said he fought in France and Ger-
many during the winter of 1944-1945 and the
conditionsweren’t great.

“Wegot oneshower and changeof clothesin
six months,” he said. “When we did get that
shower, weranthroughthelukewarmwater that
was coming out of abig tanker truck and when
wegot tothe other side, they gave ussomenew
clothes.

“1 didn’t have any gloves, so | wrote to my
mother and she sent me a pair. | wrote every
week, but it didn’t always get there.”

He said they used to keep a pair of socks
wrapped around their waists, so that whentheir
socksgot wet, they would haveapair to change
into.

Once the wet socks came off their feet, they
were wrapped around their waists to dry, until
the other pair got wet.

After that winter, he spent five monthsin a
hospital in Parisbecause he had hepatitis. That
waswhen hegot all of hismail, abig sack of it.

When he got out of the hospital in 1945, he
received amedical discharge.

Fifty yearslater, he got aletter from the war
department, asking him to go to Topekato get
themedal sheshould havegottenduringthewar.
Fourteen men who served went.

Since hisdischarge, he hasfarmed and been
acattlerancher. Heand hiswife Faith met on a
not-so-blind dateshortly after hereturned home.
They knew each other alittlein grade school,
she said. On Oct. 5, they celebrated their 57th
wedding anniversary.

They had three children, two boysand agirl.
Their daughter died in 1989. One son livesin
Arizonaand the other worksthefarm, whichis
just south of Almena.

Mr. and Mrs. Hayslivein Almena. They re-
cently visited the World War 11 Memoria in
Washington, which, hesaid, isquiteadeal.

Vernon Heitman

Vernon Heitman served 18 months, 13 days
inthe Army. Hewasa privatefirst classin the
90th Infantry Division until hewas discharged
because of disability
on Sept. 28, 1943.

He said he was at
Kansas State Univer-
sity when he heard
about Pearl Harbor.

“lremember | wasin
my roomwhen | heard
themtalkingaboutit,”
he said. “I knew then
that I’ d be drafted and
didn’tbother enrolling
inthe next semester.

Hewentintotheser-
viceon March 15, 1942. Hewas almost 22. He
wassent to Fort Leavenworth. then onto Camp
Bartley in Abilene, Texas.

“Whenweleft Leavenworth, wedidn’ t know
where we were or where we were going,” he
said. “When we got there we kept training and
retraining. It was quite an experience.”

He was transferred to the Intelligence Divi-
sion, wherehewasstationed at alistening post.
Theonly problem, hesaid, wasthat hecouldn’t
hear anything. When hetold hissuperiors, they
had hishearing tested and discharged him.

Mr. Heitman said practiceonthefiring range
had caused the deterioration of hishearing.

“Inthosedays, they didn’ t giveyouear plugs,”
hesaid.

He stayed in the hospital until he was sent
homein October. Hesaid hewenttowork onthe
farm and then in February, went to work at the
post officein atemporary position. He stayed
41 years, becoming the postmaster.

L ater, hiscaptaintold himhisoutfitwasinthe
Normandy landing.

“Thecaptaintold meoneof our boysfromthe
90th wasthefirst casualty,” said Mr. Heitman.
“All of themwerecasualties. Not al| of themgot
killed, but everyonewaswounded.

He and his wife Betty were engaged on
Valentine' sDay just beforehewentintotheser-
vice. Shedrovedownto Texasand hetook | eave
for anight and they got married.

IN1950-' 51, hefinished collegewith adegree
inagricultureand went back to the post office.

Mr. and Mrs. Heitman livefour mileseast of
Norton. They have four children, eight grand-
children and three great-grandchildren.

Vernon Heitman

Rubber Stamps, Inks & Glitters
50% OFF thru November!

Come into gef first selection of
s and ENVELOPES for your

APEY
PR Christonns et

Artline

—~ Graphics_~

We thank and salute those who have made us proud through their service fo ou country!
Stop by foryour everyday business&

Buginese Carde ¢ Envelopes ¢ Lefterhead
Multiple Part Buginese Forms ¢ Laminafing

Rubber Ltampe, Lerapbooks & Accegsories

411 E. Holme * PO Box 119 « Norton, KQ 67654 « 785-877-2255

personal prinfing VEEDS...

COLOR & B/W Digital Lacer Copioc
Wedding & Graduation Invitations

r'm/qe.v
~7

God Bless You, Veterans, for Your Service to the

“Land of the Free”

Agents: Trent Richmond, Dave Donovan, Paula Strayer, Trish Fischer, Kathy Zimmerman

INSURANCE
117 N. Kansas = Norton, KS 67654 = 785-877-4016 Fleiie

~Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

,LLP D

Allied
Insurance

B P d (ue iy




