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Cap. George Atkinson in Burma

George Atkinson

When George Atkinson applied to the Army
Veterinary Corps, hewasn't sure hewould get
in.

Dr. Atkinson, a captain who served from
March, 1943, until the Japanese surrender, ap-
pliedwhileinveterinary school at Kansas State
University. He said the dean didn’t think he
would ever becalled.

But oneday hegot atelegramaddressedtoLt.
.George Atkinson saying “proceed to Kansas
City, Mo.”

Dr. AtkinsonservedinFort Hood, Texas, and
theninBurma, whereveterinarianswereneeded
because materialsweretakeninby pack mules.
Inall, therewere400 mulesand 400 horses. Dr.
Atkinson also worked inspecting food.

“1 wasproud of my service, eventhoughfood
service was rather a simple thing in many re-
spects.” Dr. Atkinson said. “| would have been
over there alot longer but that’s when they
dropped the bomb on Hiroshima and that
stoppedthewar. They closed theBurmesethe-
ater right away.”

He said he was waiting to go to Chinawhen
thewar ended. Hesaid heknew hardtimeswere
going to be ahead for him had the war contin-
ued.

Dr. Atkinson said the combat was rough be-
causewhen hegot there, the Japanese still held
part of Burma. However, hesaid hegot toseea
lot of territory, including thejungles, whichare
someof the heaviestintheworld.

Dr. Atkinson’s returned home to see his 8-
month-old son, whowasbornwhilehewasover-
seas. That sonisnow aveterinarianin Texas.

He said the Great Depression prepared his
generation for what wasto come.

“DuringWorldWar [l wehadal ot of fineboys
takenin,” hesaid.“ A lot of farmboyswithfarm
backgrounds. Great people. A lot of them had
come up during the hard years and they were
ready for any kind of service. You might say
those kind of people won the war. They were
tough. They had alot of push and alot of gump-
tionand alot of strength.”

Hank Austerman

For Hank Austerman, WorldWar || wasboth
abrutal experienceand abeneficia one. Hewas

wounded, but proudhe 3

fought. He fought in
hard battles, but
learned lessons that
stayedwithhimfor the
rest of hislife.

Mr. Austerman,
served as aprivatein
the Army from Nov.

1943 to Nov. 1945in . L |
Europe. Becauseheal- jf \
ready hadtwobrothers '
inthe army, Rex and Hank Austerman

Carl, hecouldhavere-

celved anautomatic deferment. But someadvice
from aveteran helped him decide hewanted to
serve, hesaid.

“1 worked for afarmer that wasaWorld War
| veteranand | asked himal ot about World War
| — what happened and what was done— and
hesaid‘you' regoingtogothroughhell and back
but whenyou comeback, you'll beabletowalk
down the street, head high because you done
your duty and served your country,” " hesaid.

Mr. Austerman started at Nancy in France,
thenwasintheBattleof Bulge, thenBastoneand
on east acrosstheRhinetothe Elb River, where
hisunit met the Russians.

He was wounded twice. First by a piece of
shrapnel in hislung at Sarr Basin, France, and
againintheBattleof theBulgewhenabullet hit
hisleftarm. Hewasawarded aPurpleHeart and
an Oak Leaf Cluster.

The Norton Telegram staff would
like to thank the veterans and their
families who were willing to share
storiesof WorldWar Il withusinthis
special section to honor our “ Gresat-
est Generation.”

The pictures from the 1940s have
beenapleasuretolook at andthehis-
tory lesson even better. Though this
isahard topicfor sometotalk about,
many were willing to tell their story
about the supremeeffort weknow as
WorldWar 1.

Whileit wasnot possibleto get the
storiesof every manandwomanwho
served in the military from Norton
County, we have gotten as many as
possible.

Welcome
and Thank You

Thestoriesinthissectionwerewrit-
ten by Brandon Gay, Veronica
Monier, Carolyn Kelley-Plotts and
Darlene McEwen.

For thosewhowantinformationon
theveteransfromNorton County the
Norton County Geneal ogical Society
has a book at the Norton Library,
which lists the names of those who
served. (Thisisareferenceitem and
cannot beremovedfromthelibrary.)

The staff at The Norton Telegram
and the advertiserswould liketo say
thankstoall theveteranswho served
thiscountry initstime of need.

Thanksforfightingfor thefreedom
weall havetoday.

—CynthiaHaynes, publisher

HesaidtheBattleof theBulgewasal ow point.

“That was awful, snowing, couldn’t light a
fire,” hesaid. “Wecouldn’t get warm, the only
way you could get warmwastodigahole, crawl
initand cover it up with brush. That was prob-
ably theworst battlewehad asfar ashuman suf-
feringisconcerned becauseweran out of food;
no medicine, noammunition.”

Therewasahigh point, however. Oneday by
theElbheandafriend met upwith hisbrother’s
outfit.

“Westopped thetrucksand sureenough, Rex
wasinabout thethirdtruck back,” hesaid.“ That
was probably the happiest time of my tour of
Europe. Both of our commanding officer’ sgave
us a six-day pass and when we came back the
war wasover.”

Mr. Austerman said the advice the farmer
gave himwasgood.

“Like Frank said, when you get out you can

walk down the street and you don't haveto get
out of the way of anybody because you done
your time,” he said. “It'sagreat country. Y ou
can'tliveinitfor nothing andeverybody should
dotheir share.”

But whilehesaid everyoneshould contribute,
hesai d oneperson couldn’taccomplishanything
by himself.

“One person isjust aspeck on the horizon,”
he said. “It takes millions of people and that’s
why wewonit. Wehad 16 million peopleinthe
armed forcesin World War I1.”

He said the war helped him succeed in life
because helearned to make decisions.

“Ten days after | wasin the army | thought
‘whatinthehell am| doing here? hesaid. “But
afteritwasall over anddone, | wasglad|’ ddone
it. I'd give amillion not to do it again, but |
wouldn’ttakeamillionfor what | went through
andwhat | learned.”
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We Honor Our Veterans
.. The brave men and
women who have put
their lives at risk to
protect and serve our
country in past wars
and in the present war.




Paul Ballinger

Paul Ballinger was working at Boeing Air-
plane Co. when Pearl Harbor was bombed.

“lwasinWichitaon
Kellogg Street and saw
aboy tryingto sell pa-
pers,” hesaid. “That's
when | saw that Pearl
Harbor had been
bombed.”

Mr. Ballinger was
25 when he was
drafted in 1944. He
was sent to Farragut,
Idaho, for boot camp.

Then he went to
Hugh Manley High
School in Chicago for
math and sciencetraining foramonth, to Texas
A& M University for additional traininginmath,
science and electronics for three months and
then back to ChicagototheNavy Pier for train-
ing to become aradio technician. Hewasthere
for ninemonths, before being sent to Stockton,
Calif., and then onthe Hawaii.

Mr. Ballinger said hewasinHawaii for about
a month before being assigned to the Public
Relations M obile Communications Unit One.

On April 17, 1945, he boarded a ship, arriv-
ing in Okinawaon May 6. On May 9, he was
transferred to the ship Crescent City.

“Thenext day, | got my first mail,” hesaid.

Mr. Ballinger stayed at seanear Okinawaun-
til Dec. 24, whenheboarded L aurens, whichwas
sailingforthestates. On Jan. 9, helanded at Port-
land, Ore.

Hewasdischargedwiththerank of radiotech-
niciansecond classonJan. 18, 1946, inNorman,
Okla.

Mr. Ballinger wasawarded theAsiaticPacific
Arearibbon, a Bronze Star for his service in
Okinawaand an American Arearibbon.

Henow livesin Norton at the Andbe Home.

Bill Belt

Bill Belt keepsafour-ouncescrapof leadina
jar. It simportant becauseit wasonceinsideof
him.

Mr. Belt, drafted asaprivateintothe Army’s
7thDivision, said hegot that |lead becausehewas
“in the wrong place at the wrong time” on the
Island of Leyte.

Paul Ballinger

“Wewerecomingunder machinegunfireand
theguy whowascallingfor artillery firewasup
ahead of usawaysand he called for two more
rounds,” he said. “But they went too far over,
so he called for two moreand | heard him yell
duck and went to get behind a palm tree about
that time ashell went off and | got knocked on
my face. | looked back and therewasaholein
my hide.”

Mr. Belt said hereceived limited help.

“Thedoctorlookedatit, took apair of forceps,
pulledit out and putitinahelmet full of water,”
he said. “ Then he got a piece of gauze and
wrappeditaround hisforcepsand stuckitinthe
hole and reamed it out and that’s all the treat-
ment that thing ever got.”

Thescrap of leadwasn’ ttheonly metal hegot
inthewar. Hewasawarded, thePurpleHeartand
the Bronze Star for pulling a soldier, who had
been shotinthelegs, out of afox hole.

Mr. Belt served from Sept. 1941 until Oct.
1945. He served inthe Aleutian | slands, Leyte
and Okinawa, where he was when the atomic
bombswere dropped.

Mr. Belt recalls that on the way home, they
had limited rations and got to eat twice aday,
but they kept their sense of humor.

“When our ship pulledinto thedock in Cali-
fornia, people down on thedock were pointing
upandlaughingatus,” hesaid. “Wedidn'tknow
what was going on until we got off. Someone
had taken a piece of sheeting and written USS
Malnutrition on it and hung it over the side of
that ship.”
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Leo Booth

LeoBoothwas18whenhewasdrafted shortly
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. He served
until the war ended in
1946.

He fought in the
Battleof theBulgeand
shook handswithGen-
eral Dwight Eisen-
hower.

His wife, Barbara
Booth, said he didn’t
haveto go becausehis
father had bleedingul-
cers, but he went any-
way. Hisbrother, who
was six years older,
asowent.

Mr. and Mrs. Booth have four children. He
workedfor PrairieLandElectricuntil heretired.

Weldon Brooks

Weldon Brooks just did his job when they
asked himto serve.

“I"'mno hero,” hesaid.

When Mr. Brooks
was drafted in Febru-
ary of 1943, hewanted
togo.

“Itwaseverybody’s

Leo Booth

duty,” hesaid.“Every- | =  ©
body hadtoserve.You
just accepted what- -

ever. Movies and ev-
erythingyousaw made
youwanttobeapart of
theeffort.”

He said he was sta-
tioned in Central Af-
rica, North Africa, the Persian Gulf and Cairo,
Egypt. Hewasnever in any battles.

“lwas19or 20when| wentinand servedthree
years,” he said. “ Three short years. It matured
you alot at that age.”

Mr. Brooks said he was surprised when he
heard about Pearl Harbor.

“You just didn’t know how it would affect
yourlife,” hesaid.“Y ouwereyounganddidn’t
worry about anything.”

One thing that stood out for him was how
quickly friendships were formed. He said you
havealot of friendswhenin service.

Hewasmarriedwithachild ontheway when

Weldon Brooks

hewasdrafted. When hewasdischargedin De-
cember of 1945, hewasglad to get back.

“In World War 11, everyone seemed to sup-
portthewar effort,” hesaid. “ Inany of thewars
since then, there has been very little support. |
especially noticed because we had a son killed
in asearch and destroy mission in Vietnam. It
wasn'tanall-out effort at that timelikeit wasin
WorldWar 1.

“1 don’ tregret having a most threeyearsof my
lifeinservice.”.

Mr. BrookslivesinNortonwithhiswife. They
have been married for 62 years.

Maxine Carr

Maxine Carr’s story is different. She didn’t
fightin combat, but fought other battlesfor her
country. She wasn’t wounded, but she aided
thosewho were.

Ms. Carr, alieutenant commander inthenavy
nursing corps, served from 1943-1945.

Shesaidshewantedtobeanursesinceshewas
ayoung girl. Shereceived her first nurse' scer-
tificatewhen shewasafreshmaninhighschool.

In 1943 shshe e became amember of the na-
val reservesand six months|ater, after she had
completed registered nurse training in Salina,
shewasready for active duty. Shewasthefirst
Norton County nurse to receive an officer’s
commission asanavy nurse.

Sheserved attheMarelsland Naval Hospital
inCaliforniainthebay area.

Whiletakingaferry acrossthe San Francisco
Bay, anavy man told her there were Japanese
submarines off the coast trying to get at the big
oil storagetanks.

“lsaid'Wdll, I justdon’tknowwhy | left Kan-
sas,” shesaid.

She worked with amputees from the Pacific
Theater and eventually became the chief oper-
ating room nurse with seven assistant nurses.
She said the attitudes of the men who had lost
limbsremained positive.

“1 never once heard anyone complain,” she
said.

Likeanyoneelseinthenavy, shehadtolearn
tomarch and swim.

“ After duty we'd march and march and
march,” shesaid.

L earningtoswimwasanother experienceshe
didn't getinKansas.

“The instructor asked me ‘How come you
never learnedtoswim?, said. “I said, ‘Well, if
you grew up out in Western Kansas on a high
divideyou’ d know there' snowater.” ”

We Salute Those Who Fought So We Might Be Free. Thanks!

ANDBE HOME, INC.

An Intermediate Care Facility Providing the Highest Quality Care Since 1957
MEDICARE CERTIFIED
201 W. Crane, Norton, Kansas — Phone: 785-877-2601

PROUD TO HONO
OUR COUNTRY'S VET

The Kansas Army National Guard
170th Maintenance Company
Salutes Our World War Il Veterans!
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