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Howard Sumner

about tents. What amess.”

Heflew al hismissionsfrom an air base out
of Pisa, wherethefamousleaning tower is.

“When wewere off duty, us pilotswould go
upthereintheevening,” hesaid.“ Itwashiceand
cool and we' ddrink wine.”

Pilots were on a four-days-on, one-day-off
rotation. Mr. Sumner, whoflew P-47s, said most
of hismissionswereto blow up bridgesto dis-
rupt enemy supply routes. He also flew escort
missionsto Germany and sometothefrontlines.

He became aflight leader during histour of
duty. But recognizedit took alot of ground sup-
port crewsto keep theplanesintheair.

Hedidn'tknowitatthetime, butMay 1, 1945,
wastheday heflew hislast mission. “My C.O.
(commanding officer) was killed that day. |
might have stayedin, if hehadn’t beenkilled.”
Mr. Sumner said.

When pilots had flown 100 missions they
couldgohome. Hehadflown 79 missionswhen
he was told he would be going to fly missions
over Japan. Hewasgiven thechoiceof takinga

leave and coming back or going directly to Ja-
pantofinishhis21 missions. Hechosetofinish
histour. Ittook threemonthsfor hisoutfittoget
loaded up for the move to anew site of opera-
tions.

He was on a ship outside Panama when the
news of the A-bomb being dropped on
Hiroshimareached him.

“We had ahelluvacelebration,” he said. “ A
buddy had afifth of whiskey he had been sav-
ing for whenthewar wasover. Hegot it out and
itdidn’t last three minutes.”

The atomic bomb saved alot of American
lives, hesaid.

He was put ashore at New Y ork Harbor and
took atroop train home on leave. He had to go
back to Goldsboro, N.C., for hisdischarge.

When he got home to Norcatur, therewas a
big party for all thelocal boysreturning home.
Therewasadance and lotsof fun.

“Everybody shook your hand and said they
weregladto seeyou,” hesaid.

“Themilitary taught medisciplineandthat’s

goodforanybody. I’ vea waysheen proud of my
partinthewar. | wasproud of beingafighter pi-
lot.”

Mr. Sumner agreeswith the president’ spoli-
ciesinlrag.

“If President Bush hadn’t done what he did,
Saddam Hussein would have got an A-bomb
himself and blownup somebigcityinAmerica.
By God, he (Bush) showed ‘ em. Appeasement
doesn’t get you anywhere. | learned asayoung
man in Lebanon, Neb., that if someone was
pickin’ onyou, you might aswell get up and hit
the*%@#!, ‘ causehewasn’tgoingtoleaveyou
aone.”

Mr. Sumner saidthereareonly threemen|eft
from his squadron. They have been lifelong
friendsand still see each other at reunions. The
|ast reunion of the P-47 Association will bein
Albuquerque next year.

Heplansto bethere.

Ed Trueblood

Ed Trueblood saw thewar you read about in
history booksfirst hand. Hewasinvolvedinthe
Normandy invasion, crossed theMaginot Line
and saw the Battle of Bulge.

Mr. Trueblood said hewas probably inmore
danger than herealized at thetime.

“l hadajobtodoand | wasbusy,” hesaid. “I
didn’t even stop to think about it.”

Mr. Trueblood, acaptaindraftedintothefifth
armored division, transferred into the signal
corps. Heserved from March 1942 to Novem-
ber, 1945.

Hespent thewar workingwith radio systems
and following the command post, the roaming
facility wherethe general was, across Europe.

Herecallsseeingbuzzbombsandartillery fire
fly overhead. But, he was always confident he
would beall right.

Mixedinwiththedanger wereafew mundane
activitiesand goodtimes. Heplayed softball on
the day the Normandy invasion began while
waiting to moveout.

“Thereweregood times, but | had timesthat
wererather scary,” hesaid.

One of those times was when he was in-
structed to set up aradio systeminasmall Ger-
man town that had been liberated, or so he
thought. Whenhearrived, therewereAmerican
soldierslayingontheground, preparingtofight.

“A soldier asked mewhat | was doing there,
and | told him | wasthereto set up aradio sys-
temand hesaidthey liberated thetown but they
lostit again. hesaid ‘you better get out of here’

Ed Trueblood

and | said ‘thank you’ and got out of there.”

Mr. Trueblood said when he heard the radic
broadcast that Pearl Harbor had been attacked,
hedidn’'t believeit at first.

“|1 thought another Orson Welles deal was
going on,” he said referring to the War of the
Worldsbroadcast.

Hesoonbecameconvinceditwas real and he
wassurehewould havetogetinvolved. Heal so
soon realized how seriousthe attack was.

“That was areal serious deal for our whole
country,” hesaid. “Wecould havelost thewhole
war right there.”

He said his generation was prepared for the
fight because of theway they grew up. He said
not only did they experience hardships during
the Great Depression they respected their par-
entsand didwhat they weretold. Hesaid thiswas
agood preparation for military life.

“1 think when the Japanese general said the
sleeping giant had been awakened hewasabout
asright ashe could have been.”

On hisway home he had one more bout with
danger. IntheEnglish Channel afreighter hitthe
back of hisship, pokingaholeand causingaship
wreck. Hewasplaying cardsand all of asudden
theship startedtobouncearound and emergency
sirens started to go off. After atense hour they
|earned what had happened and twoweeks| ater
they boarded another ship for home.

Whenhedid get home, itwasasurpriseto his
parents. Hehadn'’ t told them hewascoming. It
wastheday before Thanksgivingandhesaidthe
family reunion madefor agood holiday.
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Elden Vincent

Elden Vincent’ sschool superintendenthad a
lot to do with himjoining the Navy.

“Hewasaveteran from World War | and in-
fluenced me greatly,”
he said. “I had just
turned 17 when | en-
listed and had to have
my parentssignature. |
don'’ t think they would
have signed, but ' ik
George Cole, my su- ;
perintendent, thought
itwasthethingtodo.”

Mr. Vincent was
calledtoactiveduty in
July of 1945. He took
basics in San Diego,
Calif., and then was
transferredto Camp Shoemaker, whichwasnear
Oakland and San Francisco, where he worked
intherecordsoffice.

“ Camp Shoemaker would receivetroopsgo-
ingtodifferent assignmentsand wewouldtype
up drafts of where they were supposed to go,”
hesaid.

Hewasdischarged from Camp Shoemaker in
October of 1946, but served an additional five
yearsinthe Naval Reserves.

Mr. Vincent remembers that when he heard
about Pear| Harbor, hewas shocked.

“Wedidn't have atelevision in those days,”
hesaid. “ Everybody wasgluedtotheir radios. |
knew it wasinevitablethat weweregoingto get
init.”

He said during the war everything was ra-
tioned.

“Therewasgasrationingandyoucouldn’'t get
tires,” hesaid.” | droveaModel A Fordtoschool
and the tires were so bad the tube was sticking
through. Y ou couldn’t get sugar either. | liked
sugar oneverything, but sugar wasrationedtoo.”

Despite the rationing, everyone was behind
thewar effort.

“1 canremember my parentsand grandparents
buying victory bonds,” hesaid. “| don’t think |
ran into anyonewho wasn’t very supportive of
thewar. Everyonewas 100 percent.”

After he was discharged, he went to college
for two years at Denver University, then got
married and came back to theareato farm.

Mr. Vincent and his wife Arleta have been
married 55years. They havefour children, eight
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Hesaidtwoof hisgrandchildrenhaveseenthe
World War || memorial in Washington. Both
werevery impressed withit, hesaid.

Frank Ward

Frontwards or backwards, Frank Ward will
never forget his service number. It reads the
same either way — 841148.

Mr. Ward volunteered for the Kansas Air
National Guardin October of 1941. Hewassta-
tioned at Fort L eavenworthwhenthenewsof the
attack on Pearl Harbor reached him.

“Weknew wewereinfor morethanayear,”
hesaid after hearing President Roosevelt onthe
radio.

Inthefall of ' 42 hewasshippedto Panamaas
amember of an observationsquadron. Then, he
applied for flight school, was accepted and got
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Frank Ward with one of his airplanes

shipped back tothe statesfor training asapilot.
Hewassent for collegetrainingin New Hamp-
shireandthenall over thecountry. Hespenttime
inHattiesburg, Miss.; Greenville, Miss.; got his
wingsinAlbany, Ga.; andtook moretrainingon
B-17sat Locklear Air Force Base, Columbus,
Ohio.

Trainingwasno pieceof cake, either. Hesaid
heknew of six men, whowerekilledintraining
beforethey even | eft the states.

He rememberswhen two of hisbuddies nar-
rowly escaped a court martial and possibly
death.

They were onatraining mission and decided
totry aloop-de-loop. Thestressontheplanewas
too much and the fabric covering the fuselage
tore, causing themtroublein landing. After in-
specting the damage, the general in charge de-
livered his assessment of the situation, “faulty
fabric.”

With agrin, he recalled atradition amongst
thepilots. After aflyer made hissolo flight the
rest of hisoutfit would dump coldwater onhim.

“It’ sjust somethingwedid,” hesaid.

Whenthewar in Germany ended intheearly
part of 1945, Mr. Ward was sent to Montgom-
ery, Ala., wherehistrainingwasswitchedtothe
B-29s. Whenthewar ended, that wasthe end of
hisflight training.

“When | heard ontheradioabout the A-bomb
on Hiroshimaand Nagasaki, | wassatisfied that

it had saved alot of Americanlives,” hesaid.

“Pilotswereadimeadozenwhen| got out of
theservice,” hesaid. “I couldn’t havedoneany-
thing with that.” So he did what he knew. He
came back to Kansason atrain. Therewereno
brassbandsto meet him.

“The celebration wasalready over,” hesaid.

HeandhiswifeVeldafarmedandraisedlive-
stock. They havebeenmarried for 58 yearsand
havetwo children, WavaandL edlie. They have
three grandchildren and two great-grandchil-
dren.

Mr. Ward can understand how folks might
think World War |1 vetswere the greatest gen-
eration.

“But, we' ve had two outfits that have been
overlooked,” hesaid.” TheK oreanvetsand defi-
nitely theVietnamvets. Thoseguysgot missed.
Damned newsand hippieoutfitsthat lambasted
them. | can understand how those guysfesdl.

“We had the country behind us. They didn’t.
The country began to separate. In Korea, men
were ill-equipped when they went in. In Viet-
nam, they could get shot at, but they were re-
stricted at who they could shoot at.”

Mr. Ward keeps a scrapbook of his pictures
and mementos from histimeinthe service. He
managed to keep intouch with someof hisbud-
dies, but theonly reunionshehasattended have
been thosefor theKansas Air National Guard.

“Wewereasolidified unit,” hesaid.

Jack Ward

ItwasaSunday afternoon. Jack Wardwas17
and at the high school in Norton playing abas-
ketball game when he learned of the attack on
Pearl Harbor.

“Wewereall stunned,” he said. “One of our
coaches told us what had happened. We sat
around awhile, then went home and listened to
theradio. Weall expectedtogo.”

Thenext summer, after heturned 18, hejoined
theMarinesand wasswornin November 1942.
Hisbasictraining took placeat Camp Elliottin
California. Hewentinasaprivateand advanced
to corporal.

In March of 1943, he was one of 7,000 men
on board the USS Washington, a converted
luxury liner, boundfor New Caldonia, anisland
north of Australia. Thevoyagetook 18 days.

At New Caldonia, the ship wasunloaded and
all thesuppliesand menwereset upinastaging
areain preparation to go on to the Solomon Is-
lands. Mr. Ward ended up on Russell Island, &
14-square-milepieceof land. Heremainedthere
for theduration. Heand hisunit supplied all the
ammunition for all theMarinesin the 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd Divisionsfightinginthat area.

Hesaidall thefightingwasnorth of theisland,
but they did haveair strikes.

When news of the atomic bomb ending the
war waslearned, hewasonfurloughinNorton.

“Itwasajoyousoccasion,” hesaid.

He was discharged shortly after that in De-
cember.

The war was pretty tough on hisfamily. He
had a brother stationed in the Philippines who
wascaptured at Battan. Hisbrother survivedthe
death march and wasthenext tolast prisoner of
war released inWorld War 1.

“1 think Tom Brokaw wasright,” he said of
the" Greatest Generationquote. “ Therewere 19
million peopleinvolved in World War I1. We
fought and did what we had to do.”

Hekept in touch with some of the friends he
madeintheservice, Butall hisbuddiesaregone
now.

Heand hiswifeEsther arethe parentsof four
childrenand havebeenmarriedfor 55years. He
was along-time Norton businessman, owning
Jack Ward’ sSporting Goods. Now, heisan* ad-
visor” at TheEnd Zone.

“Onething the military taught mewasdisci-
pling,” hesaid.. “It also taught meto appreciate
thingsmore.”
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