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graduated from high school inMay of 1944 and
enlistedintheNavyinJunewhenhewas17.He
served until 1946 specializingindiesel engines
for landing craft on theisland of Guam.

He said the war effort was unique in the
nation’ shistory.

“It was a concentrated effort by everyone as
opposedto our last severa wars,” hesaid. “ Ev-
eryone regardless of whether they werein the
serviceor defensework or farmingwasfocused
onanall-out effort towinthewar.”

Mr. Rowhsaid peopledid anythingthey could
to helpthe soldiers.

“What standsout in my mindwasthesupport
wehadwhilewewereinthestatestraining,” he
said. “ Peoplewere good to you; they took care
of you. Y our uniform was your ticket to any
placeyouwantedtogo. Stepout onthestreetand
your uniformwasyour fair.”

Mr. Rowh, whoservedinasupply outfit, said
some people who were not in the servicedon’t
realizethelevel of supply-side support needed
inwar.

“They claimit takes40 guysbehindthelines
to supply theoneup front,” he said.

Mr. Rowhsaidtheterm* greatest generation”
should have been used to describe his parents’
generation.

“1 have no doubt that it was our parents, not
theguyswho servedinthewar, but their parents
who went through the ’ 30s and the hardships
they had,” he said. “I think it's an appropriate
termhonoring our parents, thegeneration ahead
of us.”

The Pearl Harbor attack isnow ahistory les-
son, but for Mr. Rowh and many others, itwasa
geography lesson.

“1 was like everybody else, | didn’t know
where Pearl Harbor was,” he said.

He heard news of the attack on theradio and
said, he never dreamed hewould get involved.

“Astimerolledon, your fatewasoutlinedfor
you,” he said. “You didn’t have any choice.
When you graduated from high school, you
knew what you weregoingtodo. Y ouwerego-
ingintotheservice.”

Mr. Rowh said the recent dedication of the
WorldWar [l memorial inWashingtonD.C. was
late, but awelcomereminder.

“1 think the dedication of the World War |1
memoria wasamilestonethat wasway toolate,
but it s brought alot of attention to the 16 mil-
lion people who were under arms in that con-
flict,” he said. “It dwarfs anything else before
or sinceasfar asnumbersand theall-out effort
ontwo-fronts, Europeand AsiaandthePacific.”

Max Schmitz

Max Schmitz

Therewas no doubt in Max Schmitz’s mind
that theU.S. would get involved when heheard
that Pearl Harbor had been attacked.

“1 knew we were in trouble and that things
weregoing to get rough,” hesaid. “| kept track
of where my draft number was because | in-
tended toenlistintheNavy.”

However, at 23, he was drafted before he
couldenlist, leaving ayoung wifeand baby son
at home.

During the war, those left at home did what
they couldtohelp. Gasand sugar rationingwere
part of everyday life.

“The American people accepted it as some-
thing they hadto do,” hesaid.

In 1942, hewasinducted into the Army and
reportedfor basictrainingat Fort Riley. At Fort
Riley hegot stuck withlotsof night duty. Heand
another soldier, aChineseboy named Von Zee
Chin, rotated 12-hour shifts and they became
friends. Mr. Chin owned aring that changed
colorswiththeweather.

“Vonwon lots of bets by predicting when it
wouldrain,” hesaid.“Onedayinafriendly quar-
ter stakespoker gamehe hawked theringtome

until payday. | kindawish he hadn’t bought it
back. It wasabeautiful ring.”

Afterthewar hisfriendreturnedto Chinaonly
tolearnthat the Japanese had captured hisfam-
ily. Henever heard from themagain.

Mr. Schmitz was assigned to the Medical
Corpandtransferredto CampMeade, Md. From
therehewassent to Newport News, Va., which
wasastaging areafor troops going oversess.

“They ruined aswampwhenthey madeNew-
port News,” hesaid.

Heboarded The Empressof Japan, troop ship,
anddisembarkedfor Casablanca, wherehespent
two months before going on to Naples, Italy.
There, he helped set up the 23rd General Hos-
pital. The hospital was on the site of wherethe
World' sFair wouldhavebeen, if notforthewar.

Hiswork thereincluded |lotsof guard duty.

“We were only 19 miles from the front line
and over 29,000 patients came through the fa-
cility,” he said. “1 worked with alot of Italian
civilians.”

From Naples he was sent to Marsailles,
France, where he helped move a hospital to
Vatelle, France, where acasino was converted
into the hospital facility.

“We were just four weeks behind the Ger-
mans,” hesaid.

He was attached to ahospital unit all during
thewar. He said he could often hear the battle,
but he couldn’t see the fighting. The next stop
wasParis, whereheremained until thewar was
overin1945.

When he was being sent back acrossthe En-
glish Channel he was on board a craft he de-
scribed as* amotorized wash tub”.

“Itwaskindof ironic,” hesaid. “| returned to
the same port | shipped out from, Newport
News. But, | can tell you there was no special
reception whenwereturned.”

Hisway hometook himto Texas. On Thanks-
giving Day, 1945, hereceived hisdischarge at
Fort Hood.

“There were six of us guys,” he said. “We
hiredamantodriveustoatrain. Then, | headed
northto Wichitawheremy brother met me. My
wife and little boy were having dinner at my
folks farmwhenwegot there. Boy, shewasmad
at mefor not calling her sooner. But, youknow,
itdidn’t strikemel wasreally going homeuntil
| got there.”

He and hiswife, Mabel, had five children.
They weremarried for 65 years.

“Weall learned something fromthewar,” he
said.“Yourunintoall kindsof people. Onesol-
dier wasasgood asthe next.”

Burt Schrum

By Navy standards, Burt Schrum was old
when, at age 26, hevolunteered. [twas1944, and
his draft number was
approaching, sohede-
cidedtoenlist.

He took his boot
camp training in Far-
ragut, ldaho, and was
assignedtoacompany
of firefighters.Hesaid
| his unit was sent into
the Idaho mountains
for forest fires.

He was transferred
to Bainbridge, Md.,
where he became &
specialistinrecreation and welfare.

Hewas sent overseas on The Loralieto Ha
waii and ontothePhilippines, whereheworked
intherecreation department. Hetook careof the
athletic gear and organizedrest and recuperation
(R&R) for crewsfromtheair base and shipsin
ManilaBay. Hisdepartment brought in movies
and hel ped with the USO shows.

Beingaspecialist-A alowed himtoplay alot
of baseball, he said. He managed a team that
played teamsfrom other bases. During hisstay
hegot to play ball in Resal Stadium in Manila.
It was a modern sports complex with a swim-
ming pool, football field and basketbal | court.

One of his officers was Art Lund, awell-
knownsinger inthe 1940s. Another officer was
Branch McCracken, the coach of the Indiana
Hoosiers.

Mr. Schrum came from a military-minded
family. Hehad two brothers, Art and Lyle, who
wereintheNavy andabrother, Wayne, withthe
Army inthe European Theater.

“Wewereall so happy thewar wasover,” he
said. “| wasjust tickled to get out.

“It’ sniceto beamember of the greatest gen-
eration. I’'mglad | survivedit. It wasagood ex-
perience. Y oulearned how totakecareof your-
salf, bepunctua (maybeevenahead of time) and
toobey orders.”

Mr. Schrumworkedinadry cleaningplant for
two yearsin Manning, lowa. He went to work
for JM.McDonad’ sDepartment Storesand he
came to Norton as the manager. He was with
McDonald sfor 30 years. After hisretirement,
he and hiswifeBetty ranL ujon’ sfor nineyears.
In 1989, they both retired.

“Inthose days, we made acommitment,” he
remarked of his65 yearsof marriage.

Burt Schrum
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Please join us in offering a
sincere thanks to those
who served our great
country with honor
and bravery




Lowell Sebaugh

It shbeen said, “anarmy travelsonitsbelly.”
If they weretravelinginLowell Sebaugh’ smess
line, they weretravel-
ing pretty good.

Mr. Sebaugh was
drafted into the Army
in 1942,as a private.
Hewasin basic train-
ing at Camp Bailey,
close to Abilene,
Texas,

“Oneday | wason
KP(kitchen) duty,” he
said, “And they asked
me if | could make
maple sticks. | said |
could and | even put
caramel frostingonthem. That didit. They sent
meto baker’ sschool at Camp Beauregard, La.”

Mr. Sebaugh was 26 and married when Pearl
Harbor wasattacked.

“1 never will forget that day,” he said. “My
wife Evelyn and | were at my Aunt Emma
Stapp’ sfor Sunday dinner. We heard the news
over theradio.”

He recallsthat no matter where he was sta-
tioned stateside, hiswifewasright there by his
side. He said it was very important to him to
know shewaswith him.

Itwasn’ tuntil heboarded atrooptrain headed
to San Franciscotoshipout, that they weresepa-
rated. Hewentrighttowork onthetrain. Every-
thing he needed to prepare mealswas set up in
oneof thecars. It wasequi pped with stovesand
supplies.

Onboardthe SeaWitchwith 5,000 other men,
he didn’t haveto cook. He said the Navy cooks
fed them but he did get alittle seasick. He ate
Life Saversto keep from throwing up.

Hewasstationed at New Caledonia, closeto
Australia, and stayedtherefor theduration. The
first month he had to sleep in a pup tent. After
that, he was moved into barracks which he
thought were pretty nice. Hewaswith asignal
depot. They provided communication equip-
ment for thetroops.

“There were 120 guysin our company,” he
said. “But we had such good food, alot of guys
from other companies would come over to eat
with us. We had good supply sergeants, so we
had plenty of good supplies, including beef.”

Hewason hisway home on afurloughwhen
the A-bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

“Everybody was excited,” he said. “It was
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such arelief. We knew we probably wouldn’t
be going back.”

He went home on his three-week furlough,
then reported to Fort Logan, Colo. “Therewas
nothing to do. Thewar wasover. Finaly, | got
my dischargeat Fort Logan.”

And waiting for him at home, was Evelyn.
They weremarried 59yearsbeforeshediedfour
yearsago.

“1 met alot of good fellas,” hesaid. “I didn’t
domuchtosolvethewar, but | fedalot of guys.
We had good eatswhen | wasthere.”

Mr. SebaughlivesinNorcatur, surrounded by
pictures of hisfour daughters, eight grandchil-
dren and nine great-grandchildren. And, of
course, he'sstill cooking.

Dale Severns

DaleSevernswasan 18-year-oldfarmboy on
Dec. 7, 1941.

“1 can’t remember hearing much about Pearl
Harbor,” hesaid. “1 wasprobably out shucking
cornsomeplace.”

Hecould havegotten apermanent deferment
to help hisfather onthefarm, but by January of
1944, hefigured he ought to enlist, because he
knew hewould get drafted. So hedid.

Beforethat, hisfamily, likeevery other fam-
ily in America, had to make do. Heremembers
hismother canning fruit without sugar. Heal so
rememberstiresand gas being rationed.

But things didn’t go as he had planned. He
volunteered for the Army Air Forceand got as-
signed to the Infantry. He took hisbasic train-
ing at Camp Blanning, Fla., where he said the
mosquitoeswere asbig as pigeons.

After basichewassentto Linnich, Germany.
Theday wasDec. 2, 1944. Heand hisunit were
takingabreak for supper whenan88 mortar shell
hit a nearby tank and a building. The building
collapsed, burying him under aton of bricks.

When hewasrescued, hisright legwaspara-
lyzed and hewastakentoafield hospital. From
therehewasshippedtoan Army hospital inParis
where they put him in abody cast. On Christ-
mas Eve, he was scheduled to be flown to En-
gland, butfoghadrolledinand hisdeparturehad
towait until the next day.

Herecuperatedin England and by thetimehe
waswell enoughtorejoinhisoutfit, Co. B, 406th
Regiment of the 102nd Division, they had ad-
vancedtotheElbeRiverinGermany. There, he
was with the occupying forces manning road
blocksand checking personnel.

Tom Brokaw said that the people, who lived
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;2 Wilmer Severns
¥ Wilmer Severnswasstill in high school when
L _ ? Pear| Harbor was attacked.

Dale Severns

duringWorldWear 11, were* thegreatest genera-
tion.

“I’ve heard that all my lifeand | think it's
true,” Mr. Severnssaid. “Everybody pitchedin
and helped. Therewasalot of patriotisminthis
oldcountry. That war taught metobepatriotic.”

Hekeptintouchwithhisbuddiesafter thewar,
but they haveall died.

A retired farmer, he and hiswife of 48 years
Katherine havelived in Norton since 1980.

He remembers that his parents had gone to
Beaver City toafuneral and he had gonerabbit
hunting. Inthecourseof hishunt, heshot acoy-
oteandhadtotrackitfor quiteaways. Heknew
it was getting close to
chore time when he
headed home.

Hisparentshad aflat
tire and stopped by a
servicestationto have
it repaired when they
heard the news on the
radio. They came
home and told their
two sons.

The next day at & i i ;
school, Lee Horney i
broughtabigradioand Wilmer Severns
the whole school listened to the broadcast of
President Roosevelt declaring war.

Three years |later and not quite 20, Wilmer
Severnswasamong the 24 young men listedin
thelastbigcall of drafteesfrom Norton County.
ThedatewasAug. 3, 1944. All weresingle ex-
cept for one, hesaid.

Whenthebuscameat 2:30 a.m. to pick them
up there wasn’t room for everyone. A bus had
to bechartered but it didn’t arriveuntil 11 a.m.
Themenwerelaterinducted at Ft. L eavenworth
and 15 out of the 24 ended up at Camp Hood,
Texas, for their basictraining.

Mr. Severnswent into the Army asaprivate
and took 16 weeks of basic training where he
learned about weapons and digging foxholes.
After threeweeksof training, hewas chosen as
platoonguide. Herecall sfollowing atwo-week
bivouac the men were marching back to their
base. His sergeant was so exhausted, he was
walking, but sound asleep on hisfeet. No one
could awaken him.

After basic training Mr. Severnswas sent to
cadre school to beaninstructor. Therest of the
Norton County boys got to go home on leave,
but hehad to stay.

His unit shipped out Feb. 1945, headed for
Scofield Barracks, Honolulu, Hawaii. From
therehewent to Sai paninaconvoy of ships. He
wasthere several weeks.

Hewassent onto Okinawa, whereontheday
helanded, akamikazeplanehit thehospital ship.

Next, hewasonboardalandingshiptank, that
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145N. Main — Lenora
Toll Free:
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preserve our way of life

Norton County

Station: 201 W. Lincoln, Norton, 877-5188

We salute the brave men and women of the United States
Armed Forces who fought to protect our freedom and

Cooperative Association

Elevator: 314 W. North St., Norton, 877-5131
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Clayton Elevator: Clayton, Kansas, 693-4522

Reager Elevator: Reager, Kansas, 877-3707




