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Arthur Wudtke

Arthur Wudtke was 20 when hewas drafted.
He served from July of 1942 to April of 1946.

Hestarted outinthe
medicsattached tothe
Air Corps, andthen af-
ter the Battle of the

Bulge, wastransferred ||

toinfantry.

Mr. Wudtke started
his training at
Jefferson Barracksin
St. Louis, Mo., and
was transferred to
Randolph Field in
Texas where he went
to school for aviation
medicine.
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Arthur Wudtke

When hewasfinished with hisschooling, he
went back to Jefferson Barracks, where he
started giving physicalsto pilots.

“This was when they were losing so many
pilotsin Europeand the Pacific,” hesaid.

In February of 1944, he was transferred to
ChanuteFieldinlllinais.

WhentheBattleof theBulgehappenedinNo-
vember 1944, hewassent tobeariflemaninthe

infantry.

Traininglastedfor six weeks. Hewent to Fort
Meadein Baltimore, then New Jersey and then
he was shipped to Europe.

“l wasn'tinany big battles,” hesaid. “I only
saw about two monthsof combat in Germany.”

Mr. Wudtke fought in the 14th Armored Di-
vision. After thewar wasover, hesaid he spent
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about amonth inasmall town in Germany and
then went to Munich.

“1 didn’t have enough pointsto gohome,” he
said.“ Sowhenthel4thwasshippedback, | was
transferredtothe10th Armored Division. | was
there for about three weeks when they went
home.

| till didn’t haveenoughpointssol wastrans-
ferred to the Sth Infantry Division and then to
the71st. | came homewith them.

Hesai d hishomecomingwasnothing unusual
because it was about 10 months after the war
ended. For two months after he got home, he
didn’t really do anything.

Thenhewent back towork for ColumbiaSteel
Tank in Kansas City, where he was working
before he was drafted. Mr. Wudtke ended up
working for them for 38 years and retired in
1983.

Hesaid hewasraised in the area, but left in
1941 when hecouldn’tfind ajob.

Hecameback inMarch of 2001 after hiswife
died in 1999. He hastwo brothersand two sis-
terswholivehere.

Hemarried hiswifeElainein 1948. They had
onedaughter. Hehastwograndchildren, oneboy
andonegirl.

Mr. Wudtke lives at the Norton Manor in
Norton.
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PROUDLY THEY SERVED

Thereisnogreater act of honor
and couragethan serving
one'scountryinbattle.

Weproudly
saluteall those
who have
fought for
freedomand
thank themfor
defendingthe
|dealsof our
nation.
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We remember those who served with honor and courage and we

remember those who gave their lives to defend our freedom. May
we never take for granted the important contribution these brave
men and women have made to this great nation.

American Legion

Harmonson Redd
Post No. 63

Remembering

\leterans of
Foreign Wars




