THE N

ORTON

TELEGRAM

TUESDAY, November 11, 2004
PAGE 4

[tstimetodeal
With post election Issues

Now that the election is behind us, every talking head and
pounding pen will be telling us what it means.

No, they already are.

Liberal commentators, which is most of them on television and
at big newspapers, news magazines and in public broadcasting,
know that the nation continues on the road to ruin.

The vile Republicans will lead us to financial and foreign disas-
ter, just as they have the last four years.

But, hey, their side lost.

Conservatives, at newspapers, on talk radio and a few tokens on
television, will say the vote was a victory for moral values and tax
cutting.

They won, but only by 3 percent. This is no mandate.

It’s going to take more than five votes in the Senate to get much
done. Democrats will still try to block President George Bush’s
judicial appointments, and their votes and cooperation will be
needed to get anything passed.

GOP leaders can’t run the House with the iron fist speakers of
yore. Sam Rayburn has been dead for years. Our own Rep. Jerry
Moran has defied the leadership more than once, and good for
him.

But Republican tax policies are aimed at the two-income, work-
ing families that makes up the bulk of the American middle class.
These are the people who Democrats write off as “rich” and want
to tax.

And, yes, the Republicans favor business, too. As the economy
continues to grow, that should pay off in more jobs and robust
growth.

Phony charges apparently did not stick to Mr. Bush — the youth
vote did not turn out against a make-believe threat of a Republi-
can draft — but the president still has to deal with Irag and the
war on terror.

It’s far from clear that he can resolve Iraq by the end of his term.
The terrorist threat is likely to outlast the next president, though,
and all he can do there is make a good start.

Mr. Bush has had his foreign policy successes as well, and he
needs to capitalize on those, as he did with Libya.

On the domestic front, it wasn’t his policies that put the country
in a recession. That started under Bill Clinton, runnings its course,
and turning around, under Mr. Bush. He will need to deal with
the growing deficit. That means there can be no expensive new
initiatives until the economy is a lot better and the war winds
down.

Both sides, the fighting Republicans, and the social-spending-
but-deficit-hating Democrats, will have to accept that.

The country will go on, and Congress will remain bogged
down, evading decisions on most issues until they become a
crisis. The bureaucracy will continue to push for more and more
regulations, from the Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act to the dishonestly named Patriot Act to No Child Left
Behind.

With luck, though, gridlock will slow the growth of government
that neither party seems capable of dealing with.

And life will go on.

That’s what the election means. — Steve Haynes
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Remembrances make eyesabit mi

hursday is Veterans Day. For the

I last two weeks, | have beeninter-

viewing World War |l veterans

and writing brief stories of their remem-

brances, experiencesand opinions. These

littleslicesof their liveswill beprintedin
aspecial section of the paper thisweek.

| am too young to remember that war.
Vietnam was “my” war. However, | re-
member my folkstalking of sugar andtire
rationing, thewar effort and War Bonds.
My mother was a columnist all during
thoseyears, and her perspectiveof thewar
was representative of the country’s sup-
port of their military.

In 1944, my brother Jim was only 4.
Momwrote, “ Jimmy hasabout asgood an
ideafor disposing of Hitler as any. He
says, ' If | ever get ahold of Hitler, | know
what I’d do. I'd just tell him to smell of
my gun barrel, and then when he got his
face up close, I'd just pull the trigger.’
That simple.”

| havefivebrothersandasister. Every-
one wasinvolved in doing their part. In
thiscolumnfrom 1942, it’ sapparent how
muchimpactithadonthekids. Shewrote,
“Geewhiz, Bill,” said young Dick as he
watched his brother sugar his oatmeal.
“Y ou put awhole machine-gun shell on
there.”

Another column from 1942 reflected
how menviewedtheir commitment tothe
war: “ A young lady wasfeeling sorry for
her brother, who had just enlisted, and
asked himif hedidn’ twishhewerebeing
sent somewhere el se than so closeto the
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danger zone. Hesettled thequestion quite
simply. ‘ That’snot theidea,” hesaid.”

Later that year shewrote: “ Then there
isthis matter of sacrificing till it hurts...
no matter how much money afamily has
or doesnot have, if they haveaboy inthe
Army or theNavy or any other branch of
the service, they truly are giving till it
hurts.”

If anybody had a“can do” attitude, it
way my mother. In 1943, she wrote, “I
heard someone say, a few days ago,
‘Maybe thisis the last Christmas we'll
ever have.” Buttherearemillionsof boys,
inlreland, Australia, Alaska, Africaorin
training camps from coast to coast, that
areseeingtoitthat weshall (have Christ-
mas again). We hope these boys had &l
theturkey andfixin’ sthey could eat, that
thepackagesand | ettersthey werehoping
forarrivedontime, andthat withtheNew
Y ear, they may start a victorious march
that will stop only inthestreetsof Berlin
and Tokyo. Andlet’s hear nomoreof this,
‘Maybe there won’t be any next year’
stuff. What wewill toaccomplish, wewill
accomplish.”

InMay of 1945, right after V-E Day, she
wroteabout themostly quiet cel ebrations.
“...people everywhere are figuring up
how many points their boys have, and
hoping they will bethelucky ones.”

When news of the atrocities of Nazi
concentration camps began to reach the
States, shewrote, “ 1’ vebeentryingtoreac
‘ Dachau: Experimental Murder,” amaga-
zine article. It took three different
tries...It's hard to read, it's hard to be-
lieve. Wefindit hardtobelievethingswe
read in magazines, maybethink they are
even exaggerated, but aletter from aboy
we know...that we Dbelieve
unhesitatingly, and we know it must be
true. Anyway, after thinking about the
horrorsof theother world, doesn’t aJune
morning in Kansas ook nice and clean
and bright?’

Finally, at theend of thewar shewrote,
“So all’ s said that can be said, but along
with everybody else, we're doggoned
glad to seetheboysbeginto comehome.
Now we will begin to see how patriotic
somepeoplereally are. Will they bewill-
ing to move over and make room for the
serviceman who wantsajob, or wantsto
farmor gointo business?’

If I got alittlemisty whilewriting those
brave men’s stories, I'll not apologize. |
|earned patriotismwhere| was supposec
to, at home, from agood teacher.

And to the men and women of World
War Il andall subsequentwars, including
the present one, | honor you, | saluteyou
and | thank you.

Emallishumorous Inan unfunny way

n interesting e-mail was circu-
A lated thispast week. | oftenwon-

der when people send e-mailsif
they realizewhat they aresayingorif they
giveit any thought at all.

My brother isgreat about checking on
thevalidity of e-mailsand | know when|
get something from him, it isvalid. But
theonesomeonepassed onthisweek was
not oneto check for facts; it wasn’t oneto
help you learn; it was designed as hate
mail and even moredisconcerting, it was
doneinthenameof Christianity.

Now | realize| have addressed thisis-
sue before, but | was so stunned by the
content of thise-mail | must say some-
thing about it. When reading it onewon-
dersif these peoplevalue Christianity or
democracy. It said:

“If you don’t vote this week you will
have sinned. And if you vote for Kerry
you will have committed agreater sin.”

[, likemost people, had apreferencefor
the election, but unlike the originator of

Phasell
Mary Kay
Woodyard

the above e-mail | value deeply democ-
racy and freedom of speechandreligion.

I hadtochucklejust abitwhenthebody
of thee-mail wasfollowed by quotations
from famous or infamous individuals.
Twoof thequoteswerefrom Constitution
writerswho didn’t even believein Jesus
asasavior, but I’'msuremy sender didn’t
know that.

I’msurethereisagreat deal the sender
didn’tknow. I’ msureif they hadread their
Biblethey would know God said &l sins
are equal in His eyes so that little mark
next to Kerry’ sname probably wouldn’t
have sent me to hell — unlessreceiving

emailsistheequivalent of cyberhell.
Andthenwe reback tojudgeandjury.
Don’'t you bet Jesusjust cringeswhen
he hears usannounce who has sinned.
| still think it was said, “ Judge not lest
yebejudged”, but then perfection | guess
isinthefingersof the sender.
Andthenthereistheideaof democracy.
Y ouknow that oldthingwhereevery vote
countsandwehavethefreedomof choice.
The two-party system is alive and well
andfairly evenly divided.
Thewonderful thing isit didn’t make
me mad; the bad thing isit didn’t even
make mesad.
| really found it quite humorous that
someone would believe fear was their
strongest weapon. And that God needed
theirinterpretationand hel pto determine
who was going where and when.
Ohwell, when your arsenal of know!-
edgeissolimited what el se could you do
—try readingtheBibleand the Constitu-
tionfor astart.

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

WRITE:

Wedo not publish anonymous| etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



