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Blue Jays will take on
100 Southeast of Saline

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bruce Graber’s Norton
Community High School football
team will travel to Southeast of
Salinefortheir Class3A Regional
gameon Saturday.

Kickoff will beat 5 p.m.

Southeast of Salineislocated 10
milessoutheast of Salinaon Kan-
sas Highway 4.

Norton will take a seven game
winning streak and 8-2 overall
record into the game against the
No. 3 state ranked and unbeaten
Trojans, who are 10-0.

Withonly tworeturning starters
and eight lettermen, the Blue Jays
opened theseason 1-2 withlosses
to Oakley and Smith Center, both
state-rankedteamswhoarealsoin
the Class 2A playoffs. Norton has
progressed throughout the season
andisnow playing like aveteran
team.

Southeast of Saline returned
nine offensive and seven defen-
sivestartersand 18total lettermen.
TheTrojanshadto comefrombe-
hind on Tuesday eveningtodefeat
an upset-minded Hoisington 20-
19. Matt Myers, a’5'107, 215
pound senior running back and
linebacker, is Southeast’s
gamebreaker. With Hoisington
leading 13-7 and driving toward
another possible touchdown,
Myersbrokethrough thelineand
stopped thedrive by throwing the
Hoisington running back for a
two-yard loss.

Southeast then drove for a
touchdown and extra point to
make the score 14-13 and take
their first lead of the game. Then
Southeast recovered aHoisington
fumbleand scored another touch-
down. Their point-after-touch-
downkick wasblocked, however,
so their lead was just 20-13.
Hoisington drove for another
touchdownto cut the Southeast of
Saline lead to 20-19 and Myers
brokethroughthelineonceagain
to block the extra point kick at-
tempt and preserve the win and
guarantee Southeast aspot in the
regional game.

A four year starter, Myersis
definitely theringleader from his
linebacker position. A sprained
ankle limited him to five games
|ast season but hestill recorded 95
tackles and he had over 100 his

freshmanand sophomoreseasons.
He also ran for 160 yardsin the
first two gameslast season before
suffering theinjury.

“They will run the shot gun of -
fense and have adiversified run-
ninggameinadditiontotheir pass-
ingattack,” Coach Grabertoldthe
BlueJay Booster ClubonWednes-
day evening.“:They giveyoualot
topreparefor. They get youthink-
ing pass and then they run. They
spread out your defense and that
makesit hard to cover therun.

Directions
for fans going
to the game

The Norton fans traveling
to Southeast of Salineon Sat-
urday for theregional playoff
game can reach the stadium
by going to Salina, driving
southof Salinaon|-135, turn-
ing off at Exit 86toold U.S.
8l and driving south to K-4
andturning east totheschool
and stadium.

“Their quarterback isvery elu-
sive. He's a good runner and
scrambler.”

Coach Graber was referring to
5'10”, 170-pound junior Justin
Schroppwhowasoneof thestate's
passing leaderswith 888 yards of
completed passes prior to
Tuesday’s game. His primary re-
ceiver, 510", 190-pound senior
widereceiver JoeRollins,isoneof
the leading receiversin the state
and had caught 27 passesfor 393
yards prior to Tuesday’s game
with Hoisington.

The*“big hit” defense has been
ahighlight of thisseason’sNorton
team. The Blue Jays have been
limiting opposing offensestoless
than three yards per carry. Blake
Hillebrand, a5’ 7", 210-pound se-
nior defensivetackle, whoisalso
a starting guard on offense, was
leadingtheteamwith 74 totd tack-
les prior to Tuesday’s win over
Riley County. Ryan Maddy, a

6’2", 195-poundsenior linebacker
andtight end, had recorded 63 to-
tal tackles. Michael Sprigg, 6’1",
285-pound senior offensive and
defensive tackle; Lance Roe,
sophomore linebacker; Luke
Pfannenstiel, junior defensive
back and BlakeVanEaton, sopho-
more linebacker, are also among
Norton’sdefensiveleaders.

On offense, Norton’s 5’107,
165-pound senior quarterback
Seth Millsisalso astateleader in
passing. He has completed 65 of
116 passesfor 56 percent accuracy
and809yards. Histopreceiver has
been6’ 1", 195-pound senior tight
end Justin Shirk whohascaught 20
passes for 284 yards and a 14.2
yards per catch average. Kyle
Kats, 58", 176-pound senior full-
back, has caught nine passes for
119 yards and Maddy has 12
catchesfor 115 yards.

Leading rusher for Norton is
5'9”, 155-pound senior tailback
Aaron Overleasewho hascarried
the ball 140 times for 628 yards.
Kats has gained 483 yards on 79
carriesand 150-pound sophomore
tailback Blake VanEaton has
rushedfor 349yardson48carries.

“Offensively, we killed our-
selves with penaltiesin the first
half against Riley County,” said
Coach Graber. “Weweremoreef-
ficientinthesecond half. Afterwe
made adjustments, our defense
didn’'t allow muchyardage.”

Millsscored on anineyard run
for Norton’sonly first half touch-
downandhescored asecondtime
onal2-yardrunearlyinthefourth
quarter togivetheBlueJaysa2l-
0 lead. Kats passed to Maddy for
afiveyardtouchdowninthethird
quarter and Overleaseran 16 yards
fortheBlueJays final touchdown
to extend Norton'slead to 28-0.

Head coach of the Southeast of
Salinefootball teamisPat Haxton,
aNorton Community High School
graduate and former outstanding
Blue Jay lineman. “Pat is a good
guy and outstanding coach,” said
Coach Graber. “We will have to
play well to beat them.”

A large contingent of Norton

L

fansisexpectedtomakethetripto  Norton’s senior quarterback Seth Mills gains yardage during the Blue Jays’ 28-7 Re-
Southeast of Seline for the game  gjonal championship victory over Riley County on Tuesday in Norton. Mills is both a
running and passing threat. He rushed for 32 yards and passed for 95 yards for 127
yards of total offense and scored two touchdowns in the playoff win.

on Saturday afternoontocheer for
theBlueJaysasthey challengethe
unbeaten Trojans.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Play by play of Norton's defeat of Riley County on Tuesday

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bruce Graber's Norton
Community High School football
teamwontheClass3A Bi-District
Championshipby defeating Riley
County 28-7 on Tuesday evening
at TravisFieldin Norton.

Michael Sprigg kicked off for
Norton. VVelder Boothreturnedthe
kick to the 27 yard line. Riley
County was penalized five yards
for having 12 playersonthefield.
Booth carried theball but aninad-
vertent face mask penalty cost
Norton five yards. Quarterback
Zack Sullivan ran a keeper but
linebacker Blake VanEaton tack-
led him after a two yard gain.
Booth ran for afirst down on the
39 but J.J. Coshran areverseand
wasdropped by linebacker Lance
Roeafter pickingupjust oneyard.

Sullivancompletedapasstoend
Justin Glenn and linebacker Kyle
Kats tackled him on the Riley
County 45. Booth earned afirst
down by inches near the midfield
stripe. VanEatontackled Sullivan
after athree yard keeper, then
Sullivanthrew aflat passto Booth
but defensiveend Paul Juenemann
tackled him after just atwo yard
gain. A third down pass was in-
complete and Riley County
punted totheNorton 22 yardline.

Nortonstartedtheir first posses-
sion of thegamewith apassfrom
quarterback SethMillstotight end
Ryan Maddy for afirst down on
the 34. Mills handed the ball to
fullback Kats for a seven yard
gain. Tailback Aaron Overlease
lost two yards on hisfirst carry,
which kept him from gaining 100
yards rushing in the game. Mills
ran the keeper to midfield for an
apparent first down but Norton
waspenalized back tothe31foran
illegal block. Mills went back to

pass but couldn’t find areceiver
and was sacked on the 27. Chris
Davispunted but thebal | went out
of bounds on the Norton 36.

TheBlueJay defensewasequal
to the occasion. Juenemann tack-
led Cosh after atwoyardgainand
Cody Bitterlin gained just two
yards. Two passes were incom-
plete but Norton was flagged for
pass interference on the second
one and Riley County had afirst
downontheBlueJay 16. Bitterlin
carriedtheball but Roethrew him
foraoneyardloss.A Sullivanpass
to Glenn in the flat netted zero
yards as VanEaton made the
tackle. Riley County lost five
yards for delay of game, then
VanEaton sacked Sullivan on the
25 and Norton took over the pig-
skin.

Overlease carried the ball four
straight times. He took a pitch
fromMillsfor aneight yard gain,
ran for afirst down on the 38,
gainedfivemoreyardsandearned
afirstdownontheNorton48asthe
first quarter ended in a scoreless
tie.

Second quarter

Overlease got arest as Kats
plunged for three yards and
VanEaton carried from the
tailback position but was stopped
fornogain. Nortonlost fiveyards
on an illegal motion penalty, a
Mills pass was incomplete and
Davis punted. The pigskin rolled
dead onthe Riley County 20yard
line. Sullivan passed to Glenn for
seven yards but Riley County
gained just one yard on the next
two carries and punted back to
Norton.

ThistimetheBlueJayswerenot
to be denied. Luke Pfannenstiel
returnedthepunt eight yardstothe
Norton 38. After Overlease was

stopped after justaoneyard gain,
Millswent upstairsand connected
with wide receiver Nathan
Broeckelman on abeautiful pass
play that carried all theway tothe
Riley County 10 yard line. Kats
plunged for one yard, then Mills
ran the keeper around right end,
got a good block from tight end
Justin Shirk and sprinted un-
touched into the end zone for
Norton's first touchdown of the
game. WilliamWilhitekickedthe
extra point and the Blue Jays led
7-0 with 6:31 remaining in the
half.

Robby Flack returned Sprigg’s
kickoff tothe32whereK atstack-
led him. Cosh picked up three
yards, then Shirk tackled Sullivan
after atwo yard gain. Sullivan
passed to Jordan Strom for afirst
down on the 42. Sullivan gained
threeyardsbut Cosh gained noth-
ing as Overlease madethetackle.
Glenn responded with a big play
for Riley County as he made an
over-the-head, diving catch of a
Sullivan pass on the Norton 33.
Sullivan passedto Coshfor afirst
down on the 20, then hit Glenn
again for afirst down on the 10.
Sullivanranakeepertothe2. Cosh
tried themiddleof thelinebut the
Norton defenders stuffed him for
no gain. Next, Cosh tried to skirt
the left end for a touchdown but
was stopped on the 1 yard line.
With just three seconds|eft inthe
first half, Sullivan ran akeeper to
the left but was smothered by the
gang-tacklingNortondefenseand
the Blue Jays’ tremendous
goalline stand sent them to the
locker roomwitha7-0lead

Third quarter

Riley County kicked off to
Nortontostart thesecondhalf and
Kats returned the ball to the

Norton 37. Katsgot nothingupthe
middle on first down but Over-
leaseranfor 10yardsaroundright
endfor afirst down, thenreel ed of f
a23yardrunaround left endfora
firstdownontheRiley County 30.
Millsran akeeper for threeyards
but anillegal motion penalty cost
Nortonfiveyards. VanEaton car-
ried but lost yardage, aMillspass
wasincompleteand Davispunted
out of boundson the 16.

Booth tried to run around right
end but Pfannenstiel cameuphard
to tackle him for afour yard | oss.
Following an incompl ete pass,
Sullivantried theair routesagain
but with even less success. Kats
madeal eapinginterceptiononthe
34.

Millswasmoresuccessful than
hisRiley County counterpart ashe
passed to Overlease for afirst
down on the 21, then ran the
keeper for sixyardstothe15. Kats
plunged ahead to the 10 for an-
other Blue Jay first down. Kats
drove for three yards but Norton
lost fiveyardsfor being offsides.
Overlease ran to the 5 yard line,
thentheBlue Jaysused somerare
razzle-dazzlewhen K atsreceived
theball and passedtoMaddy inthe
endzone. Wilhitekickedtheextra
point and Norton had extended
their lead to 14-Owith 4:39eftin
the quarter.

Boothreturned Sprigg’ skickoff
tothe35whereBroeckelmantack-
led him. Cosh gained eight yards,
then ran for afirst down on the

Riley County 45. He got the call
again and responded with a first
downontheNorton45. A hard hit
by aNorton defender on the next
play caused afumble and Maddy
pounced on the pigskin on the
Norton 41.

VanEaton picked up somegood
yardage onfirst down but Norton
was flagged for holding and the
play came back. The Blue Jays
were not discouraged by the pen-
alty. Overleaseranfor fiveyards,
thenMillspassedtoKatsfor afirst
downontheRiley County 40. Kats
poweredtothe30andafacemask
penalty against Riley County
moved the ball to the 25 for an-
other Norton first down. Over-
lease gained seven yards on two
playstothe18yardlineasthethird
guarter came to a close with
Norton leading 14-0 and driving
for another score.

Fourth quarter

After Overleasestartedthefinal
period with a six-yard run to the
12, Millsrepeated hisearlier scor-
ingplay asheranaroundrightend,
got another good block from Shirk
and sprinted untouched into the
endzone. Wilhitekickedtheextra
point and Norton led 21-0 with
11:38left inthe game.

Boothreturned Sprigg’ skickoff
to the 30 where he cameto a sud-
den stop due to hard tackle by
Maddy and Broeckelman. Maddy
continued to standout as he tack-
led Coshafter aoneyardgain, then
intercepted a Sullivan pass and
rambled all the way to the Riley
County 9 yard line before being
tackled. Maddy’s 31 yard inter-
ception return was followed by a
threeyard run by Katsbut Norton
was penalized back to the 16 for
holding. Overleasegotthecall and
broke several tackles as he ran

over theright sideandintotheenc
zone. Wilhite kicked the extre
point to extend Norton’s lead to
28-0with 10:20 remaining in the
contest.

Boothreturned Sprigg’skickoff
and Andrew Ables put himon the
turf with a hard tackle on the 32.
Cosh lost two yards but Sullivan
passed to Bitterlin for four yards,
then passedtohimagainfor afirst
downontheNorton48. Coshtrieg
toskirtleft endbut Katshithimso
hard helost hishelmet in addition
tolosing fiveyards! Sullivan ran
tomid-field but apassfell incom-
plete and Riley County punted to
the Norton 15.

Overlease gained nothing,
Kats ran for two and VanEaton
picked up three yardsto the 20.
Davispunted and theball rolled
dead on the Riley County 45.
Bitterlin gained two yards, then
a pass interference penalty
against Norton moved theball tc
the Norton 38. A pass to Cosh
gainedthreeyards, then Sullivan
ran for two. Booth found one of
thefew holesintheNortonline,
whichallowedjust 2.4 yardsper
carry forthegame, and rantothe
Norton 4 yard line before Mills
knocked him out of bounds.
Booth got the call again and ran
upthemiddlefor Riley County’s
only touchdown of the night.
Brandon Crubel kickedtheextre
point and Norton led 28-7 with
2:49 remaining in the game.

Katsreturned the kickoff to the
41.The Norton reserves entered
thegamebut gaveuptheball after
four downs. They held Riley
County tojust four downsandtook
over the ball for one more play
beforethefinal whistleastheBlue
Jayswon the Bi-District champi-
onship by a28-7 score.



