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(Good sportsmanship,

service Shows class

It’s always nice to get compliments, even if sometimes you

don’t think you deserve them.

In today’s paper there are two letters to the editor with compli-
ments for the Norton High School.

The writers compliment our facility, the friendliness of our
ticket sellers and the hospitality of our people.

We all take this for granted. This is western Kansas. That’s the
way we do things out here. We’re nice. We care about others
and we try to follow the Golden Rule.

These things we expect when we go to other schools and are
surprised when sometimes they aren’t there. Poor guest facilities
for visiting teams are not uncommon nor is vandalism, poor
sportsmanship and shoddy service. But those things are the

exception.

Still it’s nice for people to notice that you care.

Here in Norton the folks over at the school do more than care.
They do more than the minimum hospitality requires. They go
out of their way to be nice to our guests and we salute them for

it.

A hospitality area is wonderful and we hope it catches on all
across the area. The folks who wrote to the paper were im-

pressed by that.

The band learning to play the opponent’s fight song goes
above and beyond the call of duty.

That, folks, is class.

We want to tip our hat to the school, the Blue Jay Boosters and
everyone who went out of their way to make us look good and

make our guests feel welcome.

It’s great to have a winning football team. We hope we always

do.

It’s something else to have an attitude of sportsmanship,

hospitality and friendship.

That’s something, win or lose, we must hold on to.
We’re doing something right. Let’s keep it up.

— Cynthia Haynes

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Principal thinks appreciation Is in order

TotheEditor:

An open letter to the Norton High
School administration, staff, booster club
and students.

On behalf of Riley County High
School, | wouldliketothank all those as-
sociatedwith our recent footbal | gamefor
their outstanding hospitality.

TheBooster Club Welcome Tent with
homemadecookies, coffeeand hot choco-
late offered throughout the entire game
was much appreciated.

Severa of our fanscommented onhow
friendly the ticket takers were and how
much they felt welcomed to the contest.

Andcertainly last, but not | east, washow
your band faced our visiting crowd and
played our fight song during their half-
time performance.

Each of these separateincidentsof sin-
cere hospitality and sportsmanship has
gonebeyond the call of duty and each of
the peopleassociated withthem areto be
commended.

Norton High School should be very
proudthat you havesuch outstanding and
considerate fans and staff. Thanksagain
for all you' vedone!

Brad Starnes, principal
Riley County High School

Family impressed by hospitality

TotheEditor,

My husband, son and | traveled to
Norton last Tuesday to watch our Riley
County Falconstake on the Blue Jaysin
bi-district football.

When we walked up to the visitor’s
side, weweremet by your hospitality tent,
compl ete with coffee, hot chocolate and
homemade cookies, as well as smiling,
friendly faces.

Whenwe sat down, wecommented on
what abeautiful facility youhave. Athalf-
time, your band played our fight songand
formed an RC on the field. We were so

impressed at the sportsmanship and hos-
pitality that wasshowntousby your town.

Althoughwewould havelikedto have
won the game, we had avery enjoyable
evening and thank you for all the effort
youputintoit. It setawonderful example
for thestudents, aswell asanew standard
of conduct at high school sporting events
foral of us.

WewishtheNorton Blue Jaysthevery
best of luck as they continue their post
season play.

Ken, Donnaand Matt Sullivan
Riley
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Things can't be changed once done

neof thegreatest giftsmy parents
gave me was the philosophy;
“You can't look back.” Once
somethingisdecided, wecan'tlook back
and wishwehad donethingsdifferently.

Wecanlearnfromour mistakes, butwe
don’t have enough information to know
what might havebeen had wemadeother
choices.

So many times | hear people say, “If
only | would havedonethisinstead of that,
my lifewould be so much better.”

It may havebeen different, but not nec-
essarily better.

Whenwemakechoiceswehavetolive
with them, the good and the bad. And
sometimes we don’t even know which
category the choice will fall into. We
don’t know thewinning card until al the
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cardsareplayed.

Lifeisbestlivedoneday at atime. Any
more than that overwhelms us and any
lessdoesn’t makethe most of opportuni-
ties.

| think peoplefrommy parents' eraand
the generations just following lived ac-
cording to that measure. The Great De-
pression did not give one much to look
forwardtoandcertainly atthetimedidn’t

makefor great memories.

Asmy mother alwayssays, “ Storiesof
thegood olddays, makegoodreading, but
not necessarily great living.”

Good things happen and bad things
happen; no matter wherewelive or how
old we are. Relatives of those who died
inthe World Trade Center bombing may
think if only their loved one hadn’t gone
towork that day. But we haveto remem-
ber therearethingsworsethan death and
wedon’tknow what worsefatethey might
have met had they not been where they
werethat day.

| believeGodisinall things. Hemakes
thegood out of thebad, theweak fromthe
strong, thejoy from the sorrow.

We canlook back, but when we do we
may overlook thedelight of “right now”.

A pie can be awonder-filled thing

hen | was a child my mother
decided | should learn how to
makeacherry pie. | don’tthink

you could buy piefillinginacan; if you
could wedidn’'t do it that way. We used
frozen cherriesand cooked afilling.

Therewasalittlesongweusedtosing.
“Oh, where have you been Billy Boy,
Billy Boy? Oh where have you been
charming Billy?’ | can’t exactly remem-
ber al of the rhyme but his answer was
somethinglike* I’ ve beento seek awife,
she’'sthejoy of my life, she’'sayoung
thing and cannot |eave her mother.”

Thesecondverseasked, “ Canshemake
acherry pie?’

Lucky me— | wasassured of marriage
for | could makeacherry pie.

Unlucky me. Thefamily | got out of that
marriage doesn’t particularly care for
cherry pie. Kate’'s favorite is pecan.
Elizabeth’ sispumpkin. Tricialikespeach
and coconut cream.

[ likeall of them.

My mother-in-law makesthebest apple
pieever.

My momreally didn’tliketocook. But
therearesomethingsshemadethatnoone
cantop. Out of reverence, or fear of fail-
ure, | don’teventry.

She made the most wonderful fried
chickenanddivinity that wastruly divine.
Shemade custard piethat wasto diefor.

Interestingly enough my niece Jill’s
husband is quite apie baker. He baked a
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pie for Jill’s sister Janis’ birthday and
shared hissecret (whichweoldladiesal-
ready knew) for aprefect piecrust—lard.
Janiswas so grossed out when shefound
out what lard was| thought shewould not
eatit.

| neglected teaching Katehow to make
pies.

Elizabeth and | experimented with
apple.

Triciaand| really gotwithitandlearned
tomakeafantastic peach pie. Shetook one
tothefair for several yearsbut never got
apurpleribbon.

That’ sokay, judgesdon’t know every-
thing. Thetimewespent together isby far
amorevauableprize.

Thisyear shewanted to impressaboy
and hedoesn’tlike peach piesowemade
cherry. Shestill didn’t get apurplebut it
was asuccess with the boyfriend so who
cares?

The boyfriend lobbied pretty hard for
what he wants so when we went to the
Texas Tech-K-State game | decided to

surprise him with a cherry pie as part of
thetail gate spread.

| still dothingstheoldfashionedway. |
cook my own filling. It was one of those
rare dayswhen the stars are aligned cor-
rectly andeverythingwent perfect. When
that pie cameout of theoven | realized it
wasprobably thebest piel had ever made.
| also made apecan pie.

| hadtobeinBeloit by 9a.m. theday of
thegamebut | had everything organized.
| was so proud of myself. At 7am. |
started downtheroad, mentally checking
off everything that | needed to bring. If |
had forgotten anything | could call my
husband, who was coming along later.

Fast forward to 4 p.m. Weare unpack-
ing and setting up the tailgate. Time to
unveil thepie. Whereisthepiecarrier?

“It’ ssitting onthecounter by thefridge
at home,” my husband said.

Apparently, not even having the stars
perfectly aligned can overcome asenior
moment.

After| hadleft that morning hedidlook
inthepiecarrier but ontop wasthepecan
pie. Since | had told him | was making
cherry pie for Kent he assumed | didn’t
want it.

My masterpiece. However, thereisan
upside; weatewell for thenext few days.

Asfor Tricia, yesshecanbakeacherry
pie but sheis ayoung thing and cannot
leave her mother.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
There are many reasons why ethanol is the right choice

TotheEditor,

Intoday’ sculture, weworry about the
conditionof our environment. We' recon-
cerned about thereliancethe country has
on Middle Eastern oil supplies. And, in
our agricultural community, westruggle
with low commodity prices.

While tackling these problems is not
simple, onesimplechoicecanhel p—buy
ethanol.

Ethanol isanalternativefuel madefrom
corn, milo and other starch sources that
burnscleaner thanfossil fuels. It benefits
the consumer, thefarmer andthe U.S. in
thefollowing key ways:

* Ethanol helpsthe environment. Be-
cause it burns cleaner, ethanol helpsre-
duceharmful tail pipeemissionslikecar-
bon monoxide and hydrocarbons.

« Ethanol helpsyour vehicle. Asan al-
cohol fud, it provideshighquaity,low cost
octanefor exceptiona engineperformance.

* Ethanol helps the nation reduce its
dependence on imported oil. The U.S.
imports54 percent of itspetroleumneeds.

» Ethanol hel psthefood producers. The
use of grain for ethanol production adds
upto 30 centstoevery bushel of cornand
milofor Kansasfarmersand ranchers.

Use of ethanol-blended fuelsis ap-

proved under thewarranties of all major
automobilemanufacturersmarketing ve-
hiclesintheU.S. Itdoesn’tleavegummy
deposits in your fuel system and helps
prevent wintertimeproblemsby acting as
agas-line antifreeze. Ethanol is also ap-
proved for use in your motorcycle,
lawnmower and power equipment.
What do you have to lose? Ethanol -
blended fuel simprove the environment,
helplocal farmersand reduceour depen-
denceonimportedail. [tsawin-win-win.
Sincerely,
Norton County
Farm Bureau Association



