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Why let teens
le on roadls?

The headline was sad, the story sadder.

A 15-year-old girl was killed, her passenger, also 15, hurt, when
their pickup rolled on a rural highway.

The girls were thrown from the truck as it rolled. Neither was
wearing a seatbelt, and it’s a wonder both weren’t killed.

These girls were 15. The driver, who was killed, had only a
restricted license good for driving to and from school and on farm

errands.

The wreck occurred when the inexperience driver lost control,

drifted off the pavement, then “overcorrected”

wheel — and rolled the truck.

— jerked the

Police said she was driving illegally, joy riding with a friend.
Teens under 16 are not supposed to have anyone with them

except an adult or arelative.

None of that matters much now to a grieving family or a griev-
ing town. A child has been lost, and nothing will bring her back.

We can save others.

Kansas needs to change its driver licensing laws.
Kids 14 and 15 don’t need to drive. It isn’t safe. Too many of

them are killed every year.

They don’t need to drive to school. Kansas districts have plenty

of buses.

They don’t need to drive on farm errands. That can wait until

they are 16.

They sure don’t need to be out cruising with their friends.
They’ll have plenty of time for that later — if they live.

Most surrounding states no longer allow 14- and 15-year-olds
to drive. All are farm states, but most have seen the light. We

should, too.

The law needs to be changed, and until it does, Kansas police
officers need to enforce the laws we have. No more kids driving to
school in violation of the law. No more kids driving around with-

outalicense.

The cops should stop the, give them a ticket and send these kids

home.
Before itis too late.
Before another one is killed.
Sure, the kids won’t like it.

Yeah, some parents will be angry.

It won’t be the most popular bill this session.

But it will save lives and end this senseless loss of our children.
Kids 14 and 15 don’t need to drive. We shouldn’t let them go

out and kill themselves.

We need to change this law, this year, before one more child

dies.

— Steve Haynes

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Organizers praise reporter’s efforts

TotheEditor:

(For Brandon Gay, reporter)

Thank you so much for the wonderful
articleyouwroteabout therunnersinRun
AcrossAmerica2004. On August 21 six
runners ran under the finish banner in
Central Park, New Y ork, thuscompl eting
their 3,100 mile trek across the country.
We were all VERY tired and VERY
happy to bethere.

Thank you also for sending copies of
the paper. We have sent each finisher a
copy. Itwasvery thoughtful of youtosend
enoughfor al of them. Onceagain, itwas
really nicemeeting youwhenwewerein
Norton and we thank you for your inter-
estin Run AcrossAmerica.

Sincerely,
AlanFirthand Mary Stewart
organizers

Man against proposed ambulance bam

TotheEditor,

Why they don’ ttaketheempty | ot south
of theambulancebarnnow (for expansion
of thefacility).

Itwould becheaper to expand an exist-
ing building than to buy anew one.

WhendidNorton County votefor anew
barn?Havenot seenitonany ballot. Why

not putitonaballot and seeif they want it
beforewasting money.

By havingsomeoneel secomeinitdoes
not stay inNorton County. Useyour head
for something other thanahat rack. | think
| am nottheonly onethat thinksthisway!

August H. Muehe
Norton
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LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Blood drive was success, more donors than expected

TotheEditor:

| wanttoexpressmy heartfeltthank you
and appreciation to al those who hel ped
to make the Norton Red Cross Blood
Drive such asuccess.

Therewere24volunteersgiving of their
time and talents, totaling approximately
120 hours. It hasbeen such aprivilegeto
havebeen asked to bethe coordinator for
thepast threeblooddrives, but | wouldn't
be able to accomplish this project if it
weren’'t for the loyal volunteersto this
cause.

Eachblood drive, theNorton FFA pro-
videsstudentsto help unload thetruck at
7am.and helptoreloadthetruck at 3:15
p.m.. Cookie donations are made by two
of thelocal 4-H clubs, Busy Jayhawkers

and Busy Beavers and the North Divid-
ersFCE. Y our helpand contributionsare
truly appreciated.

| want to giveasincerethanksto those
who had appointments and were “walk-
ins’. Of the 164 arearesidentsthat came
to donate their blood, 17 were deferred
and 20 werefirst-time donors.

The Red Cross has promised more
screening stations and blood donor sta-
tions. They were not able to provide us
with more than what we have had in the
past because of thenumber of actual pro-
duction. Thankstoall of you, wehavesig-
nificantly goneover that. Thismeansthat
your time spent in donating will be de-
creased by approximately 30 to 45 min-
utes.

We gave free tee shirts to donors but,
ran out. We had planned for 144 people
andwerepleasantly surprised by thenum-
ber. So, if you did not get a shirt, please
contact meinabout twoweeks, asl putin
arequest for more shirts.

Theorigina siteof theNational Guard
Armory is under remodeling until next
April. Thank youtothe AmericanLegion
for alowing usthe use of their building
and for permission to hold the next Red
CrossBlood Drive on March 17 in their
facility. If youwould like to be a part of
the life saving volunteer group, please
givemeacall at 877-3665.

LauraN. Gilhousen,
blood drive coordinator

Norton man thinks candidate would be good choice

Totheeditor:

On November 2 , the people of the
United States of Americawill have the
opportunity to exercise one of the most
important rightswehaveinademocracy:
theright to vote. Norton County citizens
will of courseal so havethat opportunity,
and asaresident of Norton County, | hope
all registered voters will exercise their
right tovote.

Norton County has faced many chal-
lengesinthepast, and wewill face many
moreinthefuture. Our present agriculture
situation is one of dire straights. After 4
to 5 years of drought, many farmers are
in tough financial situations. This of
courseaffectsall of us, especially our re-
tail businesses.

| am concerned that our present com-
missionersare not aggressively address-
ing economic development here in
Norton County. | believethat Robert Cly-
desdalewould, if elected, searchfor ways
tobring moreeconomicgrowthright here

to Norton County.

Having beenbornandraisedinNorton
County, Rabert understands the condi-
tionspresently facing us. Heiswilling to
putintheextratimetosolveproblemsand
explore aternate plans that will benefit
Nortonand makesureit continuestobea
viable community. Without new and ex-
panded industries, our population base
will continuetodecline. Wehaveal ready
seentheschool numbersdropandweneed
to addressit now. With economic devel-
opment being his number one concern, |
believe Robert, and we as a county, can
help turn that trend around.

Robert believesthat arole of acounty
commissionerisnottodwell onthesmall-
est details of every department in the
county. Rather, hebelievesinhiringgood
people who can bein control of the dif-
ferent aspects of county government. If
they perform their jobswell, he believes
in rewarding them for jobswell done. If
they donot, hebelievesinlookingfor new

Reader apprieciates cartoons’ insight

TotheEditor:

Thanksfor your political cartoons. Y ou
should send some of them to the Salina
Journal. They don’t seemtohaveany that
aren’t Bush bashers.

| don’ t understand why so many people
don’t seem to remember that the radical
Muslims have been building up hate and
arms against the Christian world for de-
cades. Whilewe have been interested in
our own pleasures and sports, they were
busy infiltrating our country. Even 9/11
hasn’t awakened very many to (thefact)
that their only intent is to destroy the
Christianworld asweknow it.

If wedon't fight themin Iraq or some-
whereel se, our granddaughtersandgreat-
nieceswill bewearinglong black dresses,
veils and getting kicked if their ankles

show. Frankly, | don’t think any of mine
wouldlikeliving that way, nor isthat my
wishfor them.

Onereasonwehadfor havingasurplus
under Clintonwasthesavingsfromclos-
ing lots of military installations. That is
the main reason for the National Guard
beingonthefrontinlrag. Our military had
to be re-built and arms manufactured.
Also, lotsof security measureshavebeen
putin place.

TheChristiancountrieswhorefusedto
support the fighting (France, Germany
and Russia) will have “9/11s” in their
countriessooner or later andwewill, too.

Westill aren’ t saf e, but wearesafer than
wewere before Bush took office.

FletaHanlon
Almena

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesLetters
totheEditor onany topicof publicinterest.
L etters should be brief, clear and to the
point. They must besignedand carry thead-
dressand phone number of theauthor.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividua s or businesses
which do not pertaintoapublicissue.

managers and employees. He believes
that a commissioner should not be in-
volved with the day-to-day operation of
our county. He believes that
micromanaging- is disrespectful to the
county employees and will havetrust in
them, ashehopesthey will havefor him.

Robert a sobelievesthat asacounty, we
should all work together for the good of
our county. Bickering between the
county, city, and other boards and orga-
nizationsonly hasatotally negativeaffect
on our county’ sviability.

If el ected, Robert wouldwork towards
aunified effort in addressing those prob-
lemsthat weface.

So on November 2nd, | would encour-
ageyoutovote. For thoseof youinthe3rd
Commissioner District, | would encour-
ageyoutovotefor Robert Clydesdale. He
istheright choicefor Norton County.

Thank you very much.
Henry J. Austerman
Norton

Women dislike
paying for school

TotheEditor:

Itisquite interesting that the new
Southwest School District, com-
prised of former Wilsonville, Leba
non, Danbury, Bartley, Indianolaand
Red Willow school, which is con-
templatingbuildingagreat new high
school building in Bartley had two
students who have transferred from
the Bartley district crowned home-
comingkingandqueenat Cambridge
on Friday evening.

Isit any wonder that Wilsonville
people who have no studentsin this
Southwest school HATE to pay taxes
tobuildanew highschool in Bartley
when we not only have no students
going there but students from their
own original district are not going
thereeither?

(from Wilsonville News)
by VelmaHoltze
LaurieLaws
Wilsonville




