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Blue Jays beat undefeated Osborne 35-0

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bruce Graber’s inexpe-
rienced Norton Community High
School football team continuedto
show improvement Friday nightin
a35-0 Mid-Continent Leaguede-
feat of previously unbeaten
Osborne on theroad.

The Blue Jays are now 2-2 and
the Bulldogs, 3-I.

Norton started the game fight-
ing mad following alossto state-
ranked Smith Center last week.
From the opening whistle, the
BlueJayswerethedominant team.
Notonly didtheoffenserecord 35
points but the defense allowed
Osborne only 36 offensive yards
andtwofirst downsand causedthe
Bulldogsto losefour fumbles..

After Osbornefumbledontheir
first possession, senior quarter-
back Seth Millsthrew a seven-
yard touchdown pass to senior
tight end Ryan Maddy. The next
time the Jays got the ball, they
drove for a second touchdown.
Senior fullback Kyle Kats, who
missed most of the Smith Center
gamewithasoreshoul der, dented
the end zone from six yards out.
Senior William Wilhite kicked
both extra points and Norton led
14-0 after one quarter

Mills connected with senior
tight end Justin Shirk fora10-yard
touchdown in the second quarter
and Wilhitekickedtheextrapoint

to give the Blue Jays a 21-0 half-
time advantage.

The Blue Jays were in the end
zonefor anapparenttouchdownin
thethird quarter but fumbled and
Oshorne recovered for a touch-
back. Nortongot theball back and
Mills scored on a keeper with
11:55 left inthe game. Wilhite's
extra point kick was good again
and Norton led 28-0.

Senior linebacker Lucas
Wiseman put theicing onthecake
later in the fourth quarter when
linebacker Maddy hit Osborne
quarterback Josh Conway just as
hethrew the ball. Wiseman made
the interception and set sail for a
73-yard touchdown. After
Wilhite's kick, the Blue Jays led
35-0.

Senior tailback Aaron Over-
lease carried the ball 24 timesfor
91 yards and Kats picked up 67
yardson 10totes. Other ball carri-
erswere: Mills, 7 for 14; Lance
Roe, 2for 7; Luke Pfannenstiel 3
for 4; BlakeVanEaton, 2for 3; and
Will Bolt, 3for minus4.

Mills had agreat night passing
ashecompleted 8 of 10 aeria sfor
80 percent accuracy and 78 yards.
HisleadingreceiverswereMaddy
and Shirk, eachwiththreecatches
for 31 yards. Kats had one recep-
tion for 12 yards and Nathan
Broeckel mangrabbed onefor four
yards.

Overleasehad two punt returns
for 31 yardsand Pfannenstiel had
onefor 10yards. Wilhiteaveraged
44.5yardson six kickoffs.

Senior defensive tackle Blake
HillebrandledtheBlueJay defen-
sive charge with six solo tackles
and three assists. Senior line-
backer Ryan Maddy recorded
three solos and six assists. They
were followed by: Blake
VanEaton, five solos, two assists;
Justin Shirk, three solos, two as-
sists, Michael Sprigg, two solos,
threeassists; Paul Juenemannand
L ucasWiseman, threesol oseach;
HeathVincent and LanceRoe, two
solos, one assist each; Andrew
Ables, onesolo, twoassists; L uke
Pfannenstiel andWilliam Wil hite,
two soloseach; Adam Krebsbach
and Brady Linner, two assists
each; Logan Katsand Seth Mills,
onesoloeach; Davvid Stanley, one
assist.

“We got down field pretty well
defensively and ran the ball the
bestwehaveall year,” said Coach
Graber. “Wegot after theball bet-
ter on defense and had good pen-
etration, causing someturnovers.
Osbornehadfew turnoversintheir
previous games but we created
some tonight. We didn’t kill our-
selves early like we did against
Smith Center.

“1 saw somebright spotsandwe
also made some mistakes. We

Play by play of win over Osborne

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
Blue Jaysdowned previously un-
beaten Osborne35-0 Friday night.

First quarter

Wilhitekicked off for Nortonto
start the game. Osborne returned
the ball to their 20 yard line but
fumbled after several plays and
Norton recovered ontheir 30. Af-
ter Overlease got nothing on first
down, Millscompleted a13-yard
pass to Maddy. Kats ran for five
yards, Overlease gained two and
then nothing. Nortonwasoffsides
andlostfiveyards. Millspassedto
Katsforal2-yardgain. Overlease
lost four yards but Mills went to
the air again and hit Maddy for a
seven yard touchdown. Wilhite
kicked the extrapoint and Norton
led 7-0 with 6:26 left.

Junior Casey Corbett returned
Wilhite's kickoff for 22 yards to
the 38 but the Blue Jay defense
allowed them only two yardsin
three downs and they punted.
Overlease returned the ball 30
yardstotheOsborne49-yardline.
Overlease ran for six yards and
Kats for seven. Then, Kats got
loose for 18 yards and another
BlueJay first down. Osbornewas
offsidesandNortongot fiveyards.
Overlease ran for seven yardsto
the 13 and Kats scored from six
yards out. Wilhite split the up-
rights and the Blue Jays were on
top 14-0 with 2:I1 left in the first
period. Senior Adam Conway, an
all-leaguewidereceiver, returned
Wilhite'skick to the 25.

Oshorne gained nine yards on
three downs but decided to punt.
Theball went out of boundsonthe
Norton 10..Overleaseranfor four
yards as the quarter ended with
Norton leading 14-0.

Second quarter

Overleaselostfour yardsonsec-
onddown, however, andMillswas
sacked for afive yard loss. Kats
punted to the Norton 35. Once
again, the Blue Jay defense was
equal to the occasion. The Bull-
dogsgained oneyardintwoplays,
lost fiveyardson an offsidespen-
alty and punted. The punt carried
just 18 yards and went out of
bounds on the Norton 21.

Mills completed a seven yard
pass to Shirk, Kats gained six
yards for afirst down and Over-
leasesprinted 11 morefor another
first down. Mills connected with
Shirk again, thistimefor 14yards.
Overlease gained six yards and
Katsgot eight more. Millsthrew a
four yard passto Broeckelmanand
Overlease picked up five more
yardsontwocarries. Millsgained
twoyardsonakeeper and Katsran
for sevenmore. Millslost oneyard
but, on the next down, he com-
pleted a 10 yard touchdown pass
toShirk. Wilhitewasperfect onthe
extrapoint kick and Norton’s ad-
vantagehad extendedto 21-Owith
2:34 |eftinthefirst half.

Corbett got agood 24-yard re-
turnof Wilhite skickoff tothe44-
yard line. After two incomplete

passes and a one yard gain,
Osborne punted back to Norton.
The 24 yard punt went out of
bounds on the Norton 31.

On first down, Mills' passwas
intercepted by sophomore defen-
sive back Brady Lund but the
fighting Blue Jay defenseheldthe
Bulldogstothreeyardsonthefirst
two downsand sacked junior quar-
terback Josh Conway for aseven
yardlossasthefirst half cametoa
closewith Norton leading 21-0.

Third quarter

The kickoff to start the second
half went out of bounds and
Norton got the ball on their 35-
yardline. Overleasegained seven
yards, thenranfor afirst downon
the Norton 49. Overlease got the
call again and ran to the Bulldog
43, then got another first downon
the39. Overleasegainedtwomore
yardsand Millsran the keeper for
afirstdownonthe21. Nortonlost
five yards for being offsides and
Millswas sacked back on the 34.
Kats ran to the 30 but Mills was
sacked onthe36. Onfourthdown,
Mills quick kicked into the end
zone and Osborne got the ball on
their 20.

After aone yard gain on first
down, Shirk tackled Corbett for a
threeyardloss. Onthenextplay, a
Conway pass was tipped by a
Norton defender and Millsinter-
cepted. Hereturned theball tothe
Osborne21 buttheBlueJayswere
flaggedforillegal useof thehands
and the pigskin went back to the
31. Kats plunged to the 25 and
Overlease plowed up the middle
for afirst down on the 20. Over-
lease ran to the 14. Kats churned
tothe12and Overleasegot thecall
again. Thistimehemadeitintothe
end zonebut fumbledand Osborne
took over ontheir 20withatouch-
back.

On the Bulldogs' first down,
they fumbled again and Norton
recovered on their 22. Overlease
ran for four yards. Junior Lance
Roereplaced aninjured Katsand
gained three yards. Overlease
found no running room so Mills
passed complete to Maddy for a
first down on the Osborne 4-yard
line. Overleasegainedthreeyards
ontwoplaystothel yardlineasthe

quarter expiredwiththeBlueJays
still leading 21-O0.
Fourth quarter

On the first play of the fourth
period, Millsran the keeper over
the right side and dived into the
end zonefor atouchdown.Again,
Wilhite spilt the uprights and the
Jaysled 28-0 with 11:55 remain-

ing inthe contest.

Adam Conway returned
Wilhite's kickoff to the 19-yard
linewhereVanEatontackled him.
Itwasthreeand out onceagainfor
Osborne and Overlease returned
the punt . After anillegal use of
hands penalty on Norton, the ball
wasontheBlueJay 24. Roegained
four yards and quarterback Luck
Pfannenstiel ranthekeeper for five
more yards. On third down,
Norton fumbled and Osborne re-
covered onthe Norton 27.

TheBulldogswent totheair but
Maddy cameacrossthelinelikea
raging bull and hit Josh Conway
just ashereleased theball. Senior
linebacker LucasWisemanaertly
grabbed the ball out of the air,
picked up some blocking and
sprinted down thefar sidelinefor
a73-yardinterceptionreturnfora
touchdown. Wilhite's kick was
perfect and Norton had extended
their advantage to 35-0.

Adam Conway returned
Wilhite's kickoff to the 21 yard
line. With the help of aface mask
penalty against Norton and apass
from Josh Conway to Adam
Conway, the Bulldogs moved the
ball tothe42 but ran out of downs
and punted. Pfannenstiel returned
the punt 10 yardsto the 30. It was
three and out for the Norton re-
servesand Todd Bolt puntedtothe
Osborne 42. On third down,
Osborne fumbled and Adam
Krebsbach picked up the ball and
advanced it 10 yards to the
Osborne 35. The Bulldogs held
and took over the ball. On third
down, the Bulldogs fumbled and
Brian Juenemann recovered for
Norton on the Blue Jay 49. Brian
Sproul gained two yards for
Norton, the gun sounded and the
Jaysreturnedto Nortonwitha35-
Ovictory.

Next action

Norton will host Stockton on
Friday in the Blue Jays' Home-
coming game. Kickoff will beat 7
p-m.

“We vemadesomegreat strides
but we need to have some good
practices to get ready for Stock-
ton,” said Coach Graber. “They
arebig, physical players. They just
gottheirfirst string quarterbackin
thelineuplast week sothat should
makeadifferenceintheir offense.
WEe'll have al the distractions of
Homecomingandthey’ [l comein
herewith nothing to lose.

“l was impressed with them
against Smith Center. The
Redmen returned four kicks for
touchdowns. Takethoseaway and
it could have been a different

game.”

Game Statistics
Norton Osborne
17 First Downs 2

51-203 YardsRushing 27-20

78 Yards Passing 16
281 Total Yards 36
8-10-1 PassesComp. 4-9-2
2-4 Fumbles Lost 4-5
6-50 Penalties 2-10
3-29 Punts 6-30.5

Norton’s senior tailback Aaron Overlease drives for a first down on the Osborne 20
yard line during the third quarter of the Blue Jays’ 35-0 victory on Friday night in
Osborne. Overlease was Norton’s leading ground gainer in the game with 91 yards
on 24 carries. He also returned two punts for 31 yards.

played with more energy . | told
our playersbeforethegametoplay
with passion, have fun and win.
Sixwinsinarow andyougettogo
(to the playoffs) was one of our
themes. | alsotold our seniorsthat
thiswasthe most important game
they would play becauseit would

Go, Norton Blue Jays!

have been big to lose another
game. It would have been hard to
get back towinning.
“Somethingshavetoget better.
“Westill haveto do abetter job
of taking careof theball. Wehave
improved our option play. We
broke down somein pass protec-

—Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

tion but that is correctable. We
camealittlecloser toplaying harc
for 48 minutes. We have a few
moreplayersplayingwell but still
need more.

“RyanMaddy had agreat game
tonight, hisbest of the season.”

VS

It’'s Homecoming!
Norton

Blue Jays

Stockton
Tigers

Coronation: 6:40 p.m.
Kickoff 7 p.m., Travis Field

Friday, Oct. 1
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FOLLOW THE
Lady Jays
Volleyball Team

4 P.M., Today,
Tuesday, September 28

Vs. Colby and Atwood

Varsity, Junior Varsity at Atwood

Junior Varsity vs. Stockton
6:30 p.m., in Stockton
Monday, October 4

Saturday, October 2
Oberlin Tournament
Beginning 9 a.m. in Oberlin
Varsity, Junior Varsity Matches

8:30 a.m.,
Plainville Freshmen Tournament

Saturday, October 2

Tennis Team
3 P.M. Today-Varsity at Colby

Good Luck to the NCHS Blue Jay

Cross Country Team
5:00 P.M.,

Saturday, October 2

9 A.M.-MCL Tourney in Phillipsburg
9 A.M.-Junior Varsity at Colby

Today, Tues., Sept. 28
at Oberlin

SUPPORT THESE ELUE JAY BOOSTERS...
THEY ARE EAGER TO SERVE YOU!

ACCOUNTING: Zwickle’s Accounting
ALUMINUM EXTRUSION:

New Age Industrial Corp. Inc.
ATTORNEYS: Worden Law Office
AUTOMOTIVE-SALES, SERVICE & ACCESSORIES:
Walter Motor Company

First State Bank; First Security Bank; the Bank
DRUG STORES: Moffet Drug Store; Pamida Pharmacy
FEED, SEED, GRAIN, PRODUCE:

Norton County Co-op Association
NEWSPAPERS: Norton Telegram

BANKS:




